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Hartal 1953:

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Hartal 1953. Date 12-13 August 1953. Participants Sri Lankan public led by Sri
Lankan leftist parties. Outcome Portions of the country placed under Emergency Regula-
tions. Dudley Senanayake resigned as Prime Minister. John Kotelawala elected as Prime
Minister. The rice subsidy was partially restored

The Hartal 1953 was a country-wide demonstration of civil disobedience and
strike, commonly known as a hartal, held in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) on 12 August 1953.
It was organized to protest of the policies and actions of the incumbent United National
Party government. It was the first mass political action in Ceylon and the first major so-
cial crisis after independence.[1] This event is of historical significance because it was the
first people's struggle against an elected government in the country.

Led by the Lanka Sama Samaja Party (LSSP) and other leftist parties who called
on the public to resist the government and demonstrate civil disobedience and strikes, the
hartal was primarily a protest of the labouring class, and as such there were no exclusions
based upon caste, ethnicity or religion.[2] The protests saw much sabotage and destruction
to-public infrastructure, as a means of frightening and halting the government. This oc-
curred mainly in the Western, Southern and Sabaragamuwa Provinces as well as other
minor protests around the rest of the island.[3] The demonstrations lasted only a day with
at least 10 people killed, resulting in the resignation of the Prime Minister
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Anti-Tamil pogroms and killings 5th June 1956:Tamil Parliamentarians at-
tacked by Sinhala mobs, 150 Tamils killed - 1956 On 5th June 1956, the date the 'Sinhala
Only' Bill was introduced by (Prime Minister) Bandaranaike in the House (of Parliament), as an act
of protest, Chelvanayakam, the leader of the Federal Party, led a party of 300 Tamil volunteers and
staged a sit down Satyagraha (peaceful protest) of the kind popularised by Mahatma Gandhi in the
days of the Indian freedom struggle. 06 June 1956: The “Sinhala only” official language Bill was
introduced in the House of Representatives by Prime Minister Bandaranaike. At Galle Face Green
overlooking the Parliament building, over 200 Tamil volunteers led by 12 Tamil Members of Parlia-
ment were staging a non-violent protest (Satyagraha) was attacked by a Sinhalese mob and stoned
and assaulted non-violence demonstrators. Rioting spreads in the city with Tamils being manhan-
dled in buses, trains and on the streets. Among the victims were two Tamil lawyers, A.C.Nadaraja
and S.Sharvananda (later Chief Juseice of Sri Lanka —1986). They are pulled out of the car in which
they were travelling and attacked by a mob. Indian Tamil shops are attacked and looted. More
serious disturbances occur in the Eastern Province, in Batticaloa, Trincomalee and in Gal Oya val-
ley, where a large number of deaths are reported. In 10 days of sporadic rioting, an estimated 150
persons are killed, the majority of the victims being Tamils. This marks the beginning of the phase
in the island’s history when Tamils are subject to physical violence -Google News : Anti-Tamil
pogroms killings of 1956 and
V.Navaratnam’s Book: The Fall and Rise Of The Tamil Nation.-Chapter-7
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The TimeLine-The Crisis of Ceylon 1957:

The BC Pact was signed to protect Tamil interests with a regional autonomy
package. Brokered between Sinhala Prime Minister Bandaranaike and the Tamil leader
Chelvanayakam, the pact was broken under pressure from Sinhalese ultranationalist
extremists (who themselves were, encouraged by Buddhist fundamentalist clergy).

Arunasalam and Ramanathan Story: The Fall and Rise of

Tamil Nation-Page 109.
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1-From: Anti-Tamil Pogroms and Killings
22 May 1958 :Anti-Tamil riots break out in the island's history.
At Vavuniya (160 miles north of Colombo), murders four of them, assaults and

robs the rest. in Polonnaruwa and Hingurakgoda, where Tamils are cut down with home-
made swords.
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COURTESY: Asian Times SRI LANKA: THE UNTOLD STORY

Chapter 17: Assassination of Bandaranaike By K T Rajasingham

..................... As the factional struggle within the SLFP grew, on the morning of|
September 25, 1959, Talduwe Somarama Thero called on Bandaranaike by appointment
at his residence at Rosemead Place. Just when Bandaranaike was in the act of paying obei-
sance to the Buddhist monk, Somarama whipped out a revolver and shot at the Prime
Minister, hitting him in the stomach at point blank range. It was later revealed that the dis-
illusioned monk, the assassin, was manipulated by former supporters of the Prime
Minister. On September 26, Bandaranaike succumbed to the gunshot injuries.

Earlier, C P De Silva, the leader of the House, was taken ill on August 25, 1959,
and was sent to England for medical treatment. He fell seriously ill after consuming a glass
of milk in the cabinet room. It was alleged that the milk contained some poisonous sub-
stance and it was rumored that it had been meant for Bandaranaike. As at the time, im-
mediately after the demise of Bandaranaike, De Silva had not recovered fully and W
Dahanayake, the acting Leader of the House, was invited to form a Caretaker Govern-

On November 26, seven people were charged in the Magistrate's Court of|
Colombo. Charges were filed against: (1) Mapitigama Buddhrakkita Thera (2) Hemachan-
dra Piyasena Jayawardena (3) Pallihakarage Anura se Silva (4) Talduwe Somarama Thera
(5) Weerasooriya Arachchige Newton Perera (6) Vimala Wijewardene and Amerasinghe
Arachchige Carolis Amerasinghe.

On a charge of conspiracy to murder Bandaranaike, and the fourth person above-
named, was alone additionally charged with committing murder. The seventh person, Am-
|erasinghe Arachchige Carolis Amerasinghe, not long after the filing of (he charge, received
conditional pardon in terms of section 283 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ceylon, and
was thereafter called both at the inquiry and the trial as witness for the prosecution in the
case against the other persons.

At the end of the Magisterial inquiry, which lasted for nearly eight months,
Vimala Wijewardene, the sixth accused, was discharged on July 15, 1960. At the trial held
in the Supreme Court before Justice T S Fernando, Puisne Justice and an English-speak-
ing jury, the third and fifth persons above named were acquitted with the jury returning an
unanimous verdict in favor of the former and a 5-2 divided verdict in favor of the latter.
The first, second and fourth persons above named were found guilty by the unanimous
verdict of the jury and sentence of death was pronounced on each of them......
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Windows Internet: Anti-Tamil Pogroms and Killiings

20 February 1961 of Satyagraha!

20 February 1961:The Satyagraha proper is limited to approved volunteers of|
the Federal Party who are strictly forbidden from any form of violence either by deed or
word, even under grave provocation; but the tremendous enthusiasm generated by this
resistance movement among all sections of the people, gives the impression of a popular
uprising, resulting in an initial sharp reaction from the government. On the morning of the
20th at 7.30 am, when around 200 volunteers led by Federal Party leader S J V Chelvana-
yakam, squat opposite all entrances to the Jaffna Kachcheri (the provincial secretariat), a
huge crowd gathers filling the streets, pavements and all approaches.

Abomb and stones are thrown at the Satyagrahis in front of the Jaffna Kachcheri
causing severe injuries to them.

April 18, The special train carrying the soldiers arrives in Jaffna at 2.30 am, and
the troops are promptly moved into the sprawling secretariat grounds through the rear,
while about 200 Satyagrahis, nearly 90 of them women, unaware of developments, tired
from the day’s fasting and prayers in the hot sun, are yet squatting or stretched out at the
Kachcheri entrances. Some of them are in deep slumber. While usually there are
thousands of supporters fringing the Satyagrahis during the day, there are hardly any at
that hour of the night.

The crackdown begins. Some police officers emerge first, approach two MPs A
Amirthalingam and V Dharmalingam, who had been keeping watch, and inform them that
they had been instructed to take them into custody under the Emergency Regulations. The
MPs submit without protest and Mrs Amirthalingam is also taken into custody. Thereafter,
an estimated 500 army men, some of them carrying rifles, swoop on the passive Satya-
grahis, attack them with rifle butts, belts and clubs. The sleeping volunteers wake up groan-
ing and writhing in pain. They are trampled with boots, kicked, and dragged away from
| the entrances. Proctor S Nadarajah, one of the joint secretaries of the Federal Party sustains
head and shoulder injuries, his clothes drenched in blood. Another Congress MP for
Udupiddy, M Sivasithamparam who, fearing assault on the women  Satyagrahis, stands
with his arms stretched out and is himself attacked and sustains injuries on his face, shoul-
ders and arms. The soldiers go berserk and attack everything on sight. They pull down the
Federal Party “Post office” structure, smash up cars and bicycles parked in the vicinity, rip-
ping tyres with the bayonets, and ramming the windscreens.

Although all news from the Northern and Eastern provinces are strictly censored,
government statements allege that resistance continued in these province and that it some-
times took violent forms, whereas in fact strict non-violence is observed by the Tamils
before the proclamation of the Emergency.
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*Asia Times.

SRI LANKA: THE UNTOLD STORY

Chapter 17: Assassination of Bandaranaike

..... When the police arrested Vimala Wijewardene on November 21, 1959, on a
charge of complicity in the murder, the Prime Minister had no option other than to remove
her from the cabinet. Stanley de Zoysa, the Minister of Finance, resigned on November 23,
1959. On November 26, seven people were charged in the Magistrate's Court of Colombo.
Charges were filed against: (1) Mapitigama Buddhrakkita Thera (2) Hemachandra
Piyasena Jayawardena (3) Pallihakarage Anura se Silva (4) Talduwe Somarama Thera (5)
Weerasooriya Arachchige Newton Perera (6) Vimala Wijewardene and (7) Amerasinghe
Arachchige Carolis Amerasinghe.....

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The 1962 Ceylonese coup d'état attempt (also known as the Colonels coup ) was
a failed military coup planned in Sri Lanka (Ceylon). Several Christian senior military
and policy officers planned to topple the democratically elected government of Prime
Minister Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike in the night of 27 January 1962, however, key
leaders were arrested before the coup was carried out.
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Indian Tamils of Sri Lanka
From Wikipedia,
the free encyclopedia

The Indian Tamils of Sri Lanka are Tamil people of Indian origin in Sri Lanka.
They are also known as Hill country Tamils, Up-country Tamils or simply Indian Tamils.
They are partly descended from workers sent from South India to Sri Lanka in the 19th
and 20th centuries to work in coffee, tea and rubber plantations. Some also migrated on
their own as merchants and as other service providers. These Tamil-speakers mostly live
in the central highlands, also known as the Malayakam or Hill Country yet others are also
found major urban areas and in the Northern province.

Although they are all termed as Tamils today, some have Telugu and Malayalee
origins as well as diverse South Indian caste origins. They are instrumental in the
plantation sector economy of Sri Lanka. In general socio economically their standard of|
living is below that of the national average. In 1964 a large percentage were repatriated
to India, but left a considerable number as stateless people.

By 1990s most of these have been given Sri Lankan citizenship. Most are Hin-
dus with a minority of Christians and Muslims amongst them. Politically they are sup-
portive of trade union derived political parties that have supported most of the ruling
coalition since the 1980s.
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1971 JVP InsurrectionFrom Wikipedia,
the free encyclopedia

The 1971 JVP Insurrection (also known as the 1971 Revolt) was the first unsuccessful
armed revolt conducted by the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna against the Government of
Ceylon under Prime Minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike. The revolt on April 5, 1971 and
lasted till June 1971. The insurgents were able to capture and hold several towns and rural
areas for several weeks until they were recaptured by the armed forces.

CasualtiesThe official death toll was 1,200 but unofficial figures reliably estimated it to be
around 4-5,000. 53 service personnel were killed and 323 were wounded from 1971 to
19725 v ieveericss
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SRI LANKA: THE UNTOLD STORY

Chapter 24: Tamil militancy - a manifestation

By K T Rajasingham

"And whereas the leader of the TUF, Mr S J V Chelvanayakam resigned his membership
of the National State Assembly on October 2, 1972, in order democratically to establish
that, the Tamil people have rejected the constitution and also to give an opportunity to the
government to put to test their claim that a considerable section of the Tamil people have

accepted their constitution and whereas, the government by not holding the by-election for
a period of over seven months, is striking the death knell of parliamentary democracy in

theiGouniry .. e
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Policy of standardisation
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The implementation of the law

The government policy of standardization in essence was an affirmative action
scheme to assist geographically disadvantaged students to gain tertiary education. The
benefits enjoyed by Sinhalese students also meant a significant fall in the number of Tamil
students within the Sri Lankan university student populace.

University selection of 1971 was calculated based on language they sit. Numbers
of allocations were proportional to the number of participants who sat to the examination
in that language. As guaranteed before the exam, Tamil share was dropped to the propor-
tion of the Tamils medium students(According to 1971 consensus 27% of the total popu-
lation used Tamil as first medium).[1]

According to 1971 exam results, a large proportion of the Tamil allocation was
enjoyed by Tamils in Jaffna and a large proportion of the Sinhalese share was enjoyed by
the Sinhalese in Colombo.

In 1972 government added district quota as a parameter within each languages.[1]
30% of university places were allocated on the basis of island-wide merit; half the places
were allocated on the basis of comparative scores within districts and an additional 15%

reserved for students from under privileged districts.
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SRI LANKA: THE UNTOLD STORY

Chapter 24: Tamil militancy - a manifestation

By K T Rajasingham

According to available reports, on June 5, 1974, the officer in charge of the Kopay Police
Station, Sub Inspector Wijesundera, followed the youth named Sivakumaran consequent
to having received information that the Peoples Bank was to be attacked. Sivakumaran
fired two shots at Wijesundera but both were misfired, did not attack the intended target.
Wijesundera then overpowered Sivakumaran and took him under custody, whereupon

Sivakumaran swallowed some poison which he took from his waist and died...................
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Asian Times

SRI LANKA: THE UNTOLD STORY
Chapter 24: Tamil militancy - a manifestation
By K T Rajasingham

..................... Alfred Duriyappah, though a Christian, use to go regularly to
Hindu temples, especially to the Varadaraja Perumal Temple at Ponnalai. When he
went on July 27, 1975, four young men were waiting for him. As he left his car, one of the
men opened fire from point blank range, and he collapsed and died.

.................. In another development, after 1972, Muslims in the country gradually
began to feel concerned at Sinhalese atrocities. To begin with, the Company-Veediya
Mosque, in the heart of the Colombo, came under attack by Sinhalese hoodlums and po-
lice. In 1975, a Muslim village, Bandaragame, near Mahiyangana, was set ablaze and 61
houses and seven shops were looted and torched. In the early part of 1976, Gampola,
Panadura including Nikweretiya and 40 other villages where Muslims predominated, came
under attack, resulting in damage to property.

The police assumed the role of implementing government policies and they ran
amok in several parts of the country. The police, almost 90 percent of whom were ethnic
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Sinhalese, massacred seven Muslims praying Inside a mosque in Puttalam, in February
1976, and later they torched more than 200 houses, 50 shops and two coconut fiber pro-
cessing factories, all belonging to Muslims. Again, police burnt down two more mosques,
leilling severabMushnsiprayingthere. - om s e

Sisemeulium: 30
1976: LIGBIGDITH S FHov HIDID
ougouT M LIyHL_onb!
(ureugeud:FHHE Sellal(HsHHLD-1)
2 _evigniliey HewwTUOren @mmienioull GeurmBLo
wsiispifleno QamewiLeilest wrewisefl Georm(BLo

(peTeniBlev BOrGQevenT (LpLigeu BlesTmid
BEUILESVE SHSTSSlerT Epreaimislens &ewiGLmd!

Qure@pmo BTy Qummiguesfl Gur@GLd
ausiiyflas Qenetieniblemsy wmHmeNml LTSS
Quetgilpy Blesimblensy B Geug evnd
@eimieueny HrisenSHled evtmidlemsy wrGLo!

ans@flenw RerlOwr weioenevuiled Blesrmmsy!
Basswol yssBleneo wliguweuj Uleemmed
Sp&EE0wTY Arisenoni SsflHs Blemmy
gasmmaet ULLFGISTE Cxeaufl wrsls!

Qempshlevd sustivS S0 SbHiel 60 Sp5Cs!
BHSQ6VENT (LPETTHLONPT & 6oUTL HI6WTL. LomeoTT!
QeubzBlevd sTemnsoWT@L Wetaemspas Genm@G
shQeur(h L Feid BbsBlemey wrGl

|ssnleme Sisown®m QsreiepBlone @evensv!
sTevImIeuU(BLL STeusiBeu eTetTLZIOUD Be0em6v

mesTmieu(HEl Sevaluleid BIUU@SS TEs
BAeieorem sravLOZen QermiBlensy GasmewTmy!

Qzmevemeviey sewiBeuy Caisdly grGestmy
BAevemevuilesll L Gmey emiseflenid LEmLD
srevemevuilgl ermOgTefll gmhmiLIeTETeTT &5 86D
QameveveuHD LTSHSIODT GFibEIeuTs HemTGLmD!

52



SIBENEULILIT

AIL(BEETLEOLS SFLOTEIOLT 6uHSHELIH LOTTMIEL
QLLBlIm CUisHemeveu] QFe0au@rm(BLD GLITETT6uTT

Al LOweng QzmewrLomQestest wreuflwy eestmmul

L Gap FPOETIBD ghmassd @@L myj!

Qzevesllovrions SLEELE 6T6LVOUTEGD HETTMMLD
Blesim@sT(h WriwelsT ouewmiemioes Gawimy
Qeustimiour s Caisevgid WLLI& Ledlserd
sTevTevTeuUBLD LG emaullevn 6T6STMLOGTMILD & 6ugTLTIT!

Geihgleury wrfssdlsvensy Qsuuflu mipLb
Cribgel(w aamaenn WL &mg el (U
GuiniraL. esCsTELIET e SdlHL HMILD
Gaigemeveu BrevauHLML GFsTmIflenm wrestmy!

Geup
2 swg fluai@smngGu o HHs5Ba 2 sl
semgud SmMiGL Bsud GaueniGL s16rE3s5-61d
SPEFAEQETY SiMPSEGSLT 611pstGaul

gl Lewll gyribLiomen Gurgl HZhPireilsd Qeusfloups
o salans
simapeurm: 31

1977: ot & waBpapib Gaunmfaen
oM apa»BuIb!
(umeugeuD:EHESE Hedlell(HS HLD-2)
QeuetTGMOWIT(H THWPY eursmBlensy Guim(BLd
QETSIMTQW (LPEBTERTDmEU] CBMTERILTFSOND LoTHST
wenGomow GFwri@eun) THOIFETSITL LTy
ustieorully s Sryeiligenest LBSTIQUl QLmHLOTeDT!

QeustimTizOIps FnlLrowes eiporiagdis &L g0
QuTeTTETITT Hem6v eufgmieTent LySSTTOT STGevr
sIICmiElensy gma&moed @ULTisl pFGLosy
Qarssimmow rGaeusud QameiLmisfl sLGL!

BEVEVTT B6M60 EUSTTASTTETIMEL] CFeOeUTRAEUT(BLD @LIT6TTETTITT
SUELELTATENILD CUTHTTH(HE QFELEUD(LPLTT Lp6UT

53



SDUBEDEULILIT geoumid. Gou.@rraeiwisid

E1606VTATTGLD EeleuTemiL g eTLLilen] 61631GD
@emeveunuiiLE QsestipTArens QFLLHSOD 9p5Cs!

Gz eeneT@eney OWeTEDIEhHATD STGTLTTSLOD SievTLIf
SEVTEUITIBlem6v FeenmLayLd SRS GEOL WTEUTT
Quretteomi@@w Qumiwmrfleory QuomrFisr Qeussiss
QerenenTisL0HE QFlumfleid QUGS ey

(PUUTTELImEH QFTevsumFeusuy SLLmflesteh Geissmy
sLBUTSleVId FeToneni@lo sTetTepbElemey QLIHMTH!
@UGuUTE Qe 2_eMBaFlgb 2 awiGLweuf CHmHmLbd
(uumfeaLed genesfleoieuy ellsmenoe enr QLHCMesT!

smiGssaile eiflsQzsm@Ew WaiammeapamL. wHGm
SHEICEWOL] DDMT(PLED SIMTLFET LEaEL
urrismiQwmilly ureurjsell ussieTOLE QFUIGS 6w
srrsreeng Gsr@ Lweuj sevwrewimieusod @ GLevr!

BLBOWPID UTHTILSD GusLeITTOUT STERILd
Bgemislipl GuomflLl Qupmrreuy Gzifiy!
BrEMfy sreteunigesfile BSHHIOLY SyeTCLTT
FnETIETEDID LIQUITQSUT(H Fnl LT&IGW subsmi!

QuretTesIOLIGVLD Fl(HEQSELEU(PLD QUIWIFHSTHUITL L)
SievtemiilCGen HeOLBSTIUTD Speommie_ulfs GQaeveur
auetT@UITELODIT FMeTeUTTHLOISTT 6UEHTL SVIElemey & ETTLITG
Qgevisomflenmn SeTTeneISABMTNE QFTTONTOUT STGLO!

SpewiLneflenm sm@eviullesfl sb&mousVETT 61661GM
6wt mgenflll GUTEGLOETERID LjwievmedLosoTd 6TewdT6wDM
sflewiLnyeuy Qurwurhard elewramligw LAessmmed
ewLmgw RenmeusiiQeatTGL surpGeuslestmy SibLom!
Geu

Qzsbauraileir Bmig umsglugl SIS, LpFaLsdleir LAesteormed,
aengrd @eigd apaip aiSss Heeowniselsr Gufigud def-
Qpréducd Bmbg, Breang sishreaill ysyisst, aang Qybsns
aflsd Qeuefluf Lin’L g

Sigled ey smiurs QeuefufllulL E@rusSHed Bmsed
@CrQury Qsiehr Bgil '

o4




Seuasid. Gou.@ImaFsOBIsLD DI ENGULILIT
BlsvQevesiy GUTE BHlesT@mmib!
QB@GLYWED g 6T65TMmI
QEsvQevetIm GuTE GFeTGLD!
QEs505M1EL MWL DHeUS S
Qeucb@evestn Gurg SMEIEHE
QeupniuiiBev B& QameiT@eurmid!
QameQevretTmId @evTn)l 6TrEISE 6T
QFsveuTs QFetin QHEIGH?

SRI LANKA: The Untold Story
Chapter 22: 'Only God Can Save the Tamils'
By K T Rajasingham

" Aandavan than aeni Tamilarai Kappatra Mudyum" - Only god can save the Tamils - were
the prophetic words of S J V Chelvanayakam, the leader of the Thamil Arasu Kadchi.
Chelvanayakam sensed the gathering storms in the context of the overwhelming majority
secured by the Buddhist Sinhala supremacist, United Front coalition parties. He made the
above statement, after the results of his own Kankesanthurai constituency was announced
in the 1970 general elections. ........c..........

Riots in Sri LankaFrom Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

1977 riots Main article: Sri Lankan riots of 1977

The anti-Tamil riots, targeting the minority Sri Lankan Tamil people started on the August
12, 1977, less than a month after the United National Party came to power in 1977. Over
300 Tamils were killed during these 1i0ts.........cccocieririeneen
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1977 riots in Sri Lanka-From Wikipedia,

By 1977 the’ voters were tired of Bandaranaike's socialist policies and elections
returned the UNP to power under Junius Jayewardene, on a manifesto pledging a market
cconomy and "a free ration of 8 seers (kilograms) of cereals". The SLFP and the left-wing
parties were virtually wiped out in Parliament, although they garnered 40% of the popu-
lar vote, leaving the Tamil United Liberation Front led by Appapillai Amirthalingam as the
official opposition. This created a dangerous ethnic division in Sri Lankan politics.
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History of Sri Lanka From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

........ The government passed the Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions)
Act in 1979. The act was enacted as a temporary measure, but it later became permanent
legislation. The International Commission of Jurists, Amnesty International, and other
human rights organizations condemned the act as being incompatible with democratic
traditions. Despite the act, the number of terrorist acts increased. Guerrillas began to hit
targets of high symbolic value such as post offices and police outposts, provoking gov-
ernment counterattacks. As an increasing number of civilians were caught in the fighting,
Tamil support widened for the "boys", as the guerrillas began to be called. Other large,
well-armed groups began to compete with LTTE. The better-known included the People's
Liberation Organization of Tamil Eelam, Tamil Eelam Liberation Army, and the Tamil
Eelam Liberation Organization. Each of these groups had forces measured in the hundreds
if not thousands. The government claimed that many of the terrorists were operating from
training camps in India's Tamil Nadu State. The Indian government repeatedly denied this
claim. With the level of violence mounting, the possibility of negotiation became in-

creasingly distant..........c.coecvrennenen.
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Burning of Jaffna library

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The burning of the Jaffna library was an important event in the Sri Lankan civil war. An or-
ganized mob of Sinhalese origin went on a rampage on the nights of May 31 to June 1, 1981, burn-
ing the Jaffna public library. It was one of the most violent examples of ethnic biblioclasm of the 20th
century. Term[>][1] At the time of its destruction, the library was one of the biggest in Asia, contain-
ing over 97,000 books and manuscripts......

Background

The library was built in many stages starting from 1933, from a modest beginning as a
private collection. Soon, with the help of primarily local citizens, it became a full-fledged library.
The library also became a repository of archival material written in palm leaf manuscripts, original
copies of regionally important historic documents in the contested Contest[>]political history of Sri
Lanka and newspapers that were published hundreds of years ago in the Jaffna peninsula. It thus
became a place of historic and symbolic importance to all Sri Lankans.

Eventually the first major wing of the library was opened in 1959 by then Jaffna mayor Al-
fred Duraiappah. The architect of the Indo-Saracenic style building was one Narasimhan from Madras,
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India. Prominent Indian Tibrarian S.R. Ranganathan served as an advisor {o ensure that the library
was built to international standards. The library became the pride of the local people as even re-
searchers from India and other countries began to use it for their research purposes.

The riot and the burning[edit]On Sunday May 31, 1981, the Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF), a regionally popular democratic party, held a rally in which three majority Sinhalese
policeman were shot and two killed.

Political situation

That night police and paramilitaries began a pogrom that lasted for three days. The head
office of TULF party was destroyed. The Jaffna MP Mr. V Yogeswaran's residence also destroyed.

Four people were pulled from their homes and killed at random. Many business establish-
ments and a local Hindu temple were also deliberately destroyed.

On the night of June 1, according to many eyewitnesses, police and government-sponsored
paramilitias set fire to the Jaffna public library and destroyed it completely. Over 97,000 volumes of
books along with numerous culturally important and irreplaceable manuscripts were destroyed.
Among the destroyed items were scrolls of historical value and the works and manuscripts of philoso-
pher, artist and author Ananda Coomaraswamy and prominent intellectual Prof. Dr. Isaac Thambiah.
The destroyed articles included memoirs and works of writers and dramatists who made a significant
contribution toward the sustenance of the Tamil culture and those of locally reputed physicians and
politicians.

The office of the Eclanaadu, a local newspaper, was also destroyed. Statues of Tamil cultural
and religious figures were destroyed or defaced.

Nancy Murray wrote in a journal article in 1984 that several high-ranking security officers
and two cabinet ministers were present in the town of Jaffna, when uniformed security men and plain-
clothes[6] mob carried out organized acts of destruction.[7] After 20 years the government-owned
Daily News newspaper, in an editorial in 2001, termed the 1981 event as an act by goon squads let
loose by the then government.
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TAMIL NATION .ORG-DESTRUCTION OF JAFFNA
PUBLIC LIBRARY - MAY/JUNE 1981
Perversity of Pyromaniacs; part 1 — Revisiting the June 1981 Torching of Jaffna and
Perversity of Pyromaniacs Part 2: Amirthalingam’s Speech on the Torching of Jaffna in
May-June 1981]

"...a large group of police (estimated variously from 100-200) went on rampage on
the nights of May 31-June 1 (1981) and June 1-2 burning the market area of Jaffna, the of-
fice of the Tamil Newspaper, the home of the member of Parliament for Jaffna and the
Jaftna Public Library... The widespread damage in Jaffna as a result of the actions of the
police were evident during the visit of the ICJ observer in Jaffna in August...

The destruction of the Jaffna Public Library was the incident which appeared to
cause the most distress to the people of Jaffna. The ICJ observer heard many comments
from both Sinhalese and Tamils concerning the senseless destruction by arson of this most
important cultural centre in the Tamil area.
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Black JulyFrom Wikipedia,
the free encyclopedia
Black July

Part of Riots in Sri Lanka

Black July is the common name used to refer to the anti-Tamil pogrom and riots
in Sri Lanka during July 1983. The riots began as a response to a deadly ambush on 23 July
1983 by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, a Tamil militant group, that killed 13 Sti
Lanka Army soldiers. Beginning in the capital Colombo on the night of 24 July 1983, the
tiots spread to other parts of the country. Over seven days mobs of mainly Sinhalese
attacked Tamil targets, burning, looting and killing. Estimates of the death toll range
between 400 and 3,000. 8,000 homes and 5,000 shops were destroyed. 150,000 people
were made homeless. The economic cost of the riots was $300 million. A wave of Sri
Lankan Tamils fled to other countries in the ensuing years and many thousands of Tamils
youths joined the militant groups.

Black July is generally seen as the start of full-scale Sri Lankan Civil War between
the Tamil militants and the government of Sri Lanka. July has become a time of remem-
brance for the Sri Lankan Tamil diaspora community around the world........
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It became abundantly clear that without the participation of militant
youths the TULF had lost its leadership role.
... Jayewardene discussed the possibility of American military assistance to fight
Tamil militancy....
...... It is believed that the arms supplied by Pakistan, China and Singapore to Sri
Lanka were actually from the US, which did not wish to be seen to be directly involved.
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It was reported that at Teast 100 gunboats and 30 helicopter gunships were supplied by the
US through Pakistan and China...............

........ On October 31, 1984, Indira Gandhi was shot down while walking from
her house to her office in New Delh

............ According to M R Narayan Swamy, the author of Tigers of Lanka: From
Boys to Guerrillas, the Sri Lankan armed forces were happy at the news of the death of In-
dira Gandhi. He writes that Sri Lankan soldiers danced and were happy that Indira Gandhi
was at last dead. "In Jaffna, Sri Lankan soldiers danced in the open on receiving the news
of Gandhi's death, taunting Tamil passers-by: Amma Enge? Amma Enge? .

...... On December 4, Sri Lankan army personnel shot and killed at least 90 Tamils
unarmed civilians including, old men, women and children. They were all shot in cold
blood by army personnel in reprisal for the killing of one of their colleagues in a land-

mine explosion on the same day.....
THANKS: SRI LANKA: THE UNTOLD STORY

Chapter 31: Indira Gandhi - a casualty of terror By K T Rajasingham
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INDIAN PEACE KEEPING FORCE
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Sri Lankan government, deducing a decline in support for the Tamil rebels
from India, tried to rearming itself extensively for its anti-insurgent role with support from
Pakistan, Israel, Singapore, and South Africa. In 1986, the campaign against the
insurgency was stepped up. In 1987, retaliating against an increasingly bloody insurgent
movement, the Vadamarachchi Operation (Operation Liberation) was launched against
LTTE strongholds in Jaffna Peninsula. The operation involved nearly 4,000 troops,
supported by helicopter gunships as well as ground-attack aircraft. In June 1987, the Sri
Lankan Army laid siege on the town of Jaffna. This resulted in large-scale civilian casu-
alties and created a condition of humanitarian crisis. India, which had a substantial Tamil
population in South India faced the prospect of a Tamil backlash at home, called on the Sri
Lankan government to halt the offensive in an attempt to negotiate a political settlement.
However, the Indian efforts were unheeded. Added to this, in the growing involvement of|
Pakistani advisers, it was necessary for Indian interest to mount a show of force. Failing
to negotiate an end to the crisis with Sri Lanka, India announced on 2 June 1987 that it
wound send a convoy of unarmed ships to northern Sri Lanka to provide humanitarian
assistance but this was intercepted by the Sri Lankan Navy and forced to turned back.

Following the failure of the naval mission the decision was made by the Indian
government to mount an airdrop of relief supplies in aid of the beleaguered civilians over
the besieged city of Jaftna. On 4 June 1987, in a bid to provide relief, the Indian Air Force
mounted Operation Poomalai. Five Antonov An-32s under fighter cover flew over Jaffina
to airdrop 25 tons of supplies, all the time keeping well within the range of Sri Lankan
radar coverage. At the same time the Sri Lankan Ambassador to New Delhi, Bernard
Tilakaratna, was summoned to the Foreign Office to be informed by the Minister of State,
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Xternal Affairs, K. Natwar Singh, of the ongoing operation and also indicated that the op-
eration was expected not to be hindered by the Sri Lankan Air Force. The ultimate aim of]
the operation was both to demonstrate the seriousness of the domestic Tamil concern for
the civilian Tamil population and reaffirming the Indian option of active intervention to the
Sri Lankan government.].......cccccoevivenecn
Operation Pawan
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Operation Pawan was the codename assigned to the operation by the Indian Peace

Keeping Force (IPKF) to take control of Jaffna from the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), better known as the Tamil Tigers, in late 1987 to enforce the disarmament of the
LTTE as a part of the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord. In brutal fighting lasting about three weeks,
the IPKF took control of the Jaffna Peninsula from the LTTE, something that the Sri
Lankan army had tried and failed to achieve for several years. Supported by Indian Army
tanks, helicopter gunships and heavy artillery, the IPKF routed the LTTE, at the cost of 214
soldiers....
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Operation Pawan
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The first IPKP operation was launched on 9 October 1987. Codenamed Operation
Pawan (Hindi for Wind), it was expected to neutralise the LTTE operational capability in
and around Jaffna. This included the capture or neutralisation of the LTTE's chain of com-
mand which was expected to leave the rebel movement directionless in the face of the im-
pending assault on the LTTE strongholds by the IPKF.

S1Haneuim: 43
1989:9 mibL1IGLUTa  Bh s
HHIDLIGMNSHFH FHeVRIcN D!

(umeugeuld: HTEUREFHHG))

Gh&wur subgsmig 15681 MI-L0 & & 611
QareuTmI-6ues]
BhEI-LLs

fpglu smoBsmg QBB

QFsCLOWTGL uflurdlw simBTEseT aubGumeL &

Qe wmdhbeg: 6T6051600TLD- @ S

Gy GQZeLeL(LPLD 56001 6W0TLD |

72



Fousid. Gou.@ImeelimIsLd DIBMULILIT

BMTUY SHETOrTEEh Q& m-auens

st6v1 M- @
Q&meTmI-E& Ml
Q&mebeYIm| LOMEVEUT 6levo1(5 - 61601601
Gz peauf wWnBHLASTLE GembUy WITE6LO6T
gl uryeury & 6VUTL_IT[T-6T60T(D
QeLgBw WBl&gD 2 _eworLmi!

BIGL DOLESSTLS  Sie-9h

Bl 6)-L0& & 61T

G &1y 6)-616TT60T
BETOMENT 4,661 66T G (H-6T68T MILD
FalTSOUT STITSEUT LUTITSHeU] 6T6uDTest S|
FnHSMD SFFuied HmGev1- @)
dlrr GgremGL snGeur!

@@Ly GuTELLLIQ Q&mevell-allemL
pev&l-Cuils
Flev6ll-em 6us &

|e_Lettun@Lest mr@emeurd  LosLE-E g

usveurulgy LsHLGUITELL LevssTTOLO6sIL LGS ST S

Liglndlesr &jemiLeuLd e BT T3 :

UGS Ozeflbmemio srBevur!

Operation Pawan
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Indian forces were accused of indulging in number of civilian massacres, Invol-
untary disappearances and rapes during their time in the Northeastern province of Sri
Lanka.[20][21] These include complicity in the incidents such as Valvettiturai massacre in
which on 2, 3, and 4 August 1989 over 50 Tamils were massacred by the Indian Peace
Keeping Force in Valvettiturai, Jaffna. In addition to the killings over 100 homes, shops
and other property were also burnt and destroyed. Another notable incident was the Jaffna
teaching hospital massacre on 22 October 1987, following a confrontation with Tamil
militants near the hospital, IPKF quickly entered the hospital premises and massacred over
70 civilians. These civilians included patients, two doctors, three nurses and a paediatric
consultant who were all in uniform. The hospital never completely recovered after this
massacre. The IPKF was also accused of complicity in murder of Sinhalese civilians in the
1987 Trincomalee massacre where according to Asian Times in August 1987, a number of|
majority Sinhalese civilians were massacred. The then Sri Lankan government accused
the Madras Regiment posted in the Trincomalee district of complicity, although the Indian
officials denied responsibility, they withdrew the Madras Regiment from Trincomalee dis-
trict.
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THANKS: ASTIA TIMES
SRI LANKA: THE UNTOLD STORY
Chapter 43: Aftermath of the Indian withdrawal
By K T Rajasingham

...... On March 6, 1999, two chartered ships, the Hrshavardan and the Tipu Sul-
tan arrived at the port of Madras, with 1,375 members and supporters of the EPRLF, but
Karunanidhi refused them entry, because they carried anti-LTTE Tamils. The ships were
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subsequently diverted to Vishakapatnam in Andhara Pradesh and Biju Patnaik, the Con-
gress party Chief Minister of Orissa, agreed to take them as refugees in his state. They
were sent to Makangiri by road from Vishakapamam. ....

....On March 11, Mahabaharat - an I1-76 Soviet-made aircraft - carried from Trin-
comalee 275 persons, including the EPRLF General Secretary, K Patmanabah and the two
Tamil ministers of the North-East Provincial Government and others, to Bhubaneswar, in

Orissa state....
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THANKS: Assassination of Rajiv Gandhi

From Wikipedia,

the free encyclopedia

....... The stone mosaic that stands at the location where Rajiv Gandhi was assas-
sinated in Sriperumbudur. The assassination of Rajiv Gandhi, the ex-Prime Minister of
India, occurred as a result of a suicide bombing in Sriperumbudur, near Chennai, in Tamil
Nadu, India on 21 May 1991. At least 14 others were also killed. It was carried out by
Thenmozhi Rajaratnam, also known as Dhanu. The attack was blamed on the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a separatist organization from Sti Lanka; at the time India
was embroiled, through the Indian Peace Keeping Force, in the Sri Lankan Civil War.
Subsequent accusations of conspiracy have been addressed by two commissions of in-
quiry and have brought down at least one national government......

....... Controversies:

In a report published in 30 October 2012 DNA, K Ragothaman, former chief in-
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vestigator of the CBI, talks about his new book Conspiracy to Kill Rajiv Gandhi: From the
CBI Files and tells the reporter that while the CBI had started a preliminary inquiry in
which MK Narayanan, West Bengal Governor and former Intelligence Bureau director,
was named a suspect in hiding evidence, the case was buried by the then CBI chief.....
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SRI LANKA: THE UNTOLD STORY Chapter 58: Premadasa indicted
By K T Rajasingham
..... At the commencement of the inquiry, the Commission advertised in local newspapers in
all three languages, calling for information regarding the matters set out in the warrant. It should be

remembered that, Lalith Athulathmudali was shot dead on April 23, 1993. Since then, President Pre-
madasa had died on May 1, 1993 in a bomb blast. Prime Minister Wijetunga assumed the presidency

of the country. ..eueens
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THANKS:Sri Lankan Civil War
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
......... In the 1994 parliamentary elections, the UNP was defeated and, amidst great
hope, the People's Alliance, headed by Chandrika Kumaratunga, came to power on a peace
platform. During the Presidential election campaign, an LTTE bomb attack that was car-
ried out during a rally held at Thotalanga, Grandpass eliminated the entire top brass of|
UNP leadership, including its presidential candidate Gamini Dissanayake. Kumaratunga
became the president with a 62% majority. A ceasefire was agreed in January 1995, but the
ensuing negotiations proved fruitless. The LTTE broke the ceasefire and blew up two Sri
Lanka Navy gun boats known as SLNS 'Sooraya' and '"Ranasuru' on 19 April, thus begin-
ning the next phase of the war, dubbed Eelam War I11........
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THANKS: Sri Lankan Civil War

From Wikipedia,

The new government then pursued a policy of "war for peace". Determined to re-
take the key rebel stronghold of Jaffna, which was occupied by 2,000 rebels, it poured
troops into the peninsula. In one particular incident in August 1995, Air Force jets bombed
St. Peter's church at Navali (Naavaella), killing at least 65 refugees and wounding 150
others.[60] In another instance in the same year, over 40 people were massacred in
Nagerkovil and more civilian massacres followed in the subsequent years such as the Ku-
marapuram massacre, Tampalakamam massacre, Puthukkudiyiruppu massacre etc all of|
them perpetuated by the Government Forces. Government troops initially cut off the penin-
sula from the rest of the island, and then after 7 weeks of heavy fighting succeeded in
bringing Jaffna under government control for the first time in nearly a decade. In a high
profile ceremony, Sri Lankan Defense Minister Anuruddha Ratwatte raised the national
flag inside the Jaffna Fort on 5 December 1995. The government estimated that approxi-
mately 2500 soldiers and rebels were killed in the offensive, and an estimated 7,000
wounded. Many civilians were killed as part of this conflict such as the Navaly church
bombing in which over 125 civilians died. The LTTE and more than 350,000 civilians,
compelled by LTTE pressure to leave Jaffna, fled to the Vanni region in the interior. Most
of the refugees returned later the next year.
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THANKS:Sri Lankan Civil War From Wikipedia,
_The town of Kilinochchi was taken on 29 September. On 13 May 1997, 20,000
government troops tried to open a supply line through the LTTE-controlled Vanni, but
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THANKS:
Sri Lankan Civil War
From Wikipedia,

...... The LTTE returned to the offensive with the Operation Unceasing Waves III
on 2 November 1999. Nearly all the Vanni rapidly fell back into LTTE hands. The LTTE
launched 17 successful attacks in the region which culminated in the overrunning of the
Paranthan (Puranthaenna) Chemicals Factory base and the Kurrakkan Kaddukulam (ku-
. |rakkan-kaela vaeva) base......

.......... President Chandrika Kumaratunga in a suicide attack at a pre-clection rally.

She lost her right-eye, among other injuries, but was able to defeat opposition leader Ranil
Wickremesinghe in the Presidential election and was reelected for her second term in of-
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THANKS: 1

Sri Lankan Civil War

From Wikipedia,

..... On 22 April 2000, the Elephant Pass military complex, which had separated
the Jaffna peninsula from the Vanni mainland for 17 years, completely fell to the hands of
the LTTE leaving 1,008 soldiers dead. The army then launched Operation Agni Kheela to
take back the southern Jaffna Peninsula, but sustained losses. The LTTE continued to press

towards Jaffna, and many fearcd it would fall to the LTTE, but the military repulsed LTTE
offensives and was able to maintain control of the city........
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THANKS:

Sri Lankan Civil War

From Wikipedia,

.......... In July 2001, the LTTE carried out a devastating suicide attack on Ban-
daranaike International Airport, destroying eight of the air force's planes (2 IAI Kfirs, 1
Mil-17, 1 Mil-24, 3 K-8 trainers, 1 MiG-27) and four Sri Lankan Airlines planes (2 Air-
bus A330s, 1 A340 and 1 A320), dampening the economy and causing tourism, a vital for-

eign exchange earner for the government, to plummet. Impact of the attack was such that
the Sri Lankan economy recorded a negative growth for the first and the only time since

its independence, in that year.........
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THANKS:
Sri Lankan Civil War
From Wikipedia,

....On 31 October, the LTTE issued its own peace proposal, calling for an Interim
Self Governing Authority (ISGA). The ISGA would be fully controlled by the LTTE and
would have broad powers in the North and East. (see the Full text of the proposals) This
provoked a strong backlash among the hardline elements in the South, who accused Prime
Minister Wickremasinghe of handing the North and East to the LTTE. Under pressure
from within her own party to take action, Kumaratunga declared a state of emergency and
took three key government ministries, the Ministry of Mass Media, the Interior Ministry
and the crucial Defense Ministry. She then formed an alliance with the JVP, called the
United People's Freedom Alliance, opposed to the ISGA and advocating a harder line on
the LTTE, and called for fresh elections. The elections, held on 8 April 2004, resulted in
victory for the UPFA with Mahinda Rajapakse appointed as Prime Minister.....
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THANKS:
Sri Lankan Civil War :
....... Tsunami and afterm