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27th September, 1969.

MBSSAGE

Mahatma Gandhi once said that "the better mind of
the world deserves today not absolutely independent states
ess but a’ federation of interdependent states ... I see
nothing grand or impossible about our expressing readiness
for universal interdependence rather than dependence”.

The Mahatma's words have special meaning for us in
Singapore, for we seek the same objectives today, 22 years
after the man who spoke them has died.

In the world of today, we must offer as am alternative
to narrow nationalism, a genuine doctrine of co-existence ' .
among nations and states. I am convinced that this approach s
4s vital in present day world affairs.

With progress in communications the world has become
a smaller place, and all the world is at our doorstep. For
this reason, if for no better, there is greater need for
states to understand one another. Their leaders should have

frequent dialogues.

This is no time for isolationism. In fact, the trend
in the world today, whether it be Europe, Asia or the Americas,
is towards co-operation 'and co-existence.

Although the concept of universal brotherhood seems
at the moment outside the realms of practicability, it is,
I think, an ideal which humanity refuses to abandon. On
this occasion, therefore, let us pledge again our belief in
the Mahatma's claim that non-violence is the more reliable
and practical way of ensuring international peace. For
today there is a growing awarness that his doctrine of none
violence may contain a more acceptable answer to problems
of peace and war than the formula of a precarious balance of
terror.

With this message my people and I send you our best
vishes in your efforts to commemorate Mahatma Gandhi. - ‘i
L e

{Yusof bin Ishak)
President
fepudblic of Singapore 3
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