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Hindu Revival

Now to return to events in Ceylon, two
successive foreign governments the Portuguese
and the Dutch during the sixteenth, seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries had smothered the
vestiges of our national life and culture. The
former had demolished all Hindu temples and
- robbed them of their wealth. During their period
they abolished all forms of Hindu worship in
public, and compelled all Hindus to attend their
churches. Every “pagan” was looked upon as an
enemy of Portugual and Jesus. Their barbarity,
their cruelty and their rapacity prejudiced the
people against al1 Europeans who came to rule
Ceylon after them. Had not the Portuguese
destroyed the temple of Berendi Kovil near
Sitawaka it would have been a venerable piece
of Dravidian architecture in Ceylon.. The wanton
destruction and desecration of the temple of
Vishnu at Dondra can only 6e compared to the
senseless vandalism of the early Huns. Though
externals of religion were ruthlessly suppressed
by a government with new ideologies, yet as reli-
gion is a thing of the spirit it had to go under-
ground for a time. It lived in the innermost
hearts . i

Now to return to events of men. The light in
the jewel-chamber of the heart can never be
extinguished. Such was the case in Ceylon when
the Portuguese ruled over this country. There
was a spiritual blackout in the regions they
governed yet Hinduism survived. Luckihr their
- ‘rule lasted for a short time and ended in 1658.

The Dutch who followed the Portuguese more
or less followed the same policy of their
predecessors with regard to the native religions.
They made use of education for purposes of
proselytism. Education and Christianity went
hand in hand during their period. While children
received elementary education, the adults were
taught the doctrines of Christianity. Under them
nobody was given employment, unless he
professed the Christian faith. Though this was
the general policy in Ceylon their latter period
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saw little tolerance towards the native faiths.
The mental sufferings of our people during this
period can best be gauged from the lives of two
of our most distinguished citizens who lived
during this period. The first was Gnanapiragasa
Munivar of Tirunelvely a highly cultured
gentleman of no mean order. He was one of the
forbears of Sri la Sri Arumuga Navalar. The
Dutch Government in those days enforced that
men of means should supply cattle to their
slaughter-houses in turns. But Gnanapiragasar
was not a man who would do things against his
conscience and the tenets of his religion. Before
he got his turn for the supplying cattle, he left
Jaffna his native country for good and settled at
Chidambaram..Then he joined the Sanskrit
College at Gour in Bengal for his higher studies.
There he finished the study of Vedagamas before
he was invested with his robes of a Sannyasin
at $anaras. Later he became the Head of the
Tiruvannamalai Athenam, and wrote many
commentaries Sanskrit and Tamil for many
Saiva Siddhananta works. He also built a
Tirukulam ‘.for the Chidambaram temple and
it is today known as Gnanapiragasam.’

The . other eminent gentleman was Shan-
muganayaga Mudaliyar of Navaly a descendant
of the royal house of Jaffna, and held the highest
native rank and appointment at that time under
the Dutch Govrnment, in North Ceylon. He was
once called upon to sign a licence for the
slaughtering of cattle. This hestoutly declined
to do. He did not want to do a mean and
irreligious act to please his superiors. He
therefore, tendered his resignation thereby
sacrificing his position and all emoluments.’
Such were the type of men Jaffna produced in
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. ,

In 1787, Vaithilinga Chettiyar, a wealthy
gentleman and one who commanded great in-
fluence with the government, dedicated a temple
to Lord Siva at Vannarponnai. Soon after, the
Nallur Kandaswamy temple was built. When
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‘the British became the rulers of the Island -in
1796, they allowed full freedom of public
worship. Many Tamil leaders took this
opportunity to found temples to various deities
in many parts of the country. It was only the
coming of the British that saved the native
religions and gave new life to their culture.
Everything in this world can decay but not
religious faith, for when it decays all other life.
giving creative instincts in man also die. The
body becomes the grave of the soul. Life becomes
a lost stream in the desert.

The British government while professing
neuraliry in religious matters entrusted the edu-
cation of the country to missionary societies in
te of the fact that governments were also the
todians of the native cultures of a people. For
that time the Church helped the Empire in its
ansion, and the Empire helped the Church its
development. In the early British period a tion
of the government Revenue was allocated the
Church_and its activities. One was depent on
the other. Moreover, it becomes easy for

imperial governments to administer their
colonies, when the natives adopt the faith of their
masters. Proselytizing non-Christian children in
schools by holding out to them the’ bait of secu-
lar education was part of the system of evangeli-
zation of some missions. As regards his own mis-
sion, Jesus Christ said: “ I am not come to de-
stroy but to fulfil .” But Bishop Copleston one of
the foremost.divines who lived in Ceylon said in
a Christian. conference in.Calcutta, referring to
Buddhist children who attended his schools in
Ceylon “I cannot guarantee they will all be
genuine Christians but I can guarantee they will
never be genuine Buddhists.” Should Jesus, the
Prince of Peace, come back he would persuade
Buddhists to be better Buddhists and Hindus to
be better Hindus for his purpose is to fulfil and
not to destroy. If Christian missions find filth
and dirt in the house of non-Christians let them
if they wish, help the owner to cleanse them; let
them not pull down the house without the
owner’s consent. They little understand what
pain of mind they cause to patriotic Buddhists
and Hindus.

Tamils in Ceylon in the nineteenth century
had already drifted from their traditional
moorings. There were at that time many
impediments for Hindus to provide themselves
with schools of their own. The non-Christian
children had no other choice but to attend
Christian schools for their education Thus
generally speaking English and vernacular
education throughout the nineteenth century,
were in the hands of foreign missionaries. The
Tamil provinces became the seat of intense
educational and missionary activity and the
Tamils were quick to take advantage of these
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facilities. As a result the Tamil provinces during
the Nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
produced emimnent men in all branches of
learning just as in India English education
opened the eyes of the Hindus it made the
Hindus of Ceylon to set their house in order.

Freedom of thought, freedom of worship and
feedom of expression had gone a great way to
quicken the development of the Tamil language.
This was given an impetus by the introduction
of the printing press into Jaffna. Poetry had
always been considered the best medium for the
creative works of great Tamil writers, but in the
nineteenth century, prose became a powerful
medium to make attacks on Christinity and
Christian activity. Writers of this categort' were
Sri la Sri Arumuga Navalar (1822-1879)
Sankara, pandithar (1821-1891), Muttukumara
I<avirayar (1780 1851), V. Thamotharampillai
(183?-1901} and Sabapathy Navalar (1843-
1903).

When irreligion and denationalization were
fast becoming the order of the day Sri la Sri
Arumuga Navalar, scholar, patriot, social
reformer, a born fighter and a coi,summate
master of debate appeared on the scene and by
his clarion call summoned his pe~}ple back to
their national way of life. For more than thirty
years he carried on a vigorous campaign for the
growth and development of Saivism both in India
and Ceylon. He criticized the proselytizing work
of Christian missionaries and extolled the
greatness of Saivism. Societies for the
propagation of Saivism were started.
Newspapers, tracts and pamphlets were also
established. He published and schools were
declared that education without the religious
and cultural background of the child was not
Worthy of the name education. The movement
he set afoot rapidly began to spread throughout
the length and breadth of the Tamil country, and
it reached its peak after his death in 1879.

Navalar not only established schools in Jaffna
and Chidambaram, but also put up printing
presses to carry on his work in Jaffna and
Madras. His two prose renderings of
Periyapuranam and Tiruvilaiyadalpuranam are
excellent books for all time. Besides Srila Sri
Arumuga Navalar was an editor of Tamil
classics. His works are marked for their
accuracy. He was a great Sanskrit scholar and
his commentaries on religious works are famous
throughout the Tamil country. His graded
“Palapadams” are a treasury of our religous
traditions. He was the greatest prose writer of
the nineteenth century and is rightly called
father of Tamil prose. He set afoot a movement
which had for its objective the revival of Hindu
culture.

Once in 1884, Sir Ponnampalam Ramanathan
then Hon. Mr. P Ramanathan spoke in the
Legistarive Council on the religious intolerance
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of certain Christian cnissionary manof

agers grant-in-aid schools in the Northern
Province as follows: “ Hindu boys who for want
of their own English schools, resort to missionary
schools, have learnt to make mental reservations
and are getring skilled in the art of dodging. The
holy ashes put on at home during worship are
carefully rubbed off as they approach the
Christian schools and they affect the methods
of Christian boys while at school. I know of many
cases in which even baptized boys and teachers
when they cease to connected with such schools
appear in their true colours with broad stripes
of consecrated ashes and rosaries to the great
merriment of the people and the deep chagrin of
the missionaries, There is a great deal too much
of hypocrisy i

Jaffna in the matter of religion, owing to the
fathat the love of the missionaries for proselytes
as boundless as the love of the Jaffnese to obtai
some knowledge of English any cost.”

Nations become great when people’s min are
rich and fertile; when these become feeble barren
their creative instinct declines. We ha paid
homage to the culture of our rulers and alized
that the elemental necessities of life not be
procured without some degree of cu
subservience. The price we have paid is stu dous.

Many of us have become followers of ern ideals
and western thoughts. It is not our for we are -

the products of alien institutions.

Hindus of the present generation have no idea
of the indignities to which Hindu boys were sub-
jected in mission schools, before the establish-
ment of the Jaffna Hindu College and other sis-
ter institutions. Hindu students had to attend
Christian Sunday meetings and Bible classes.
Sometimes in these classes there were open
vilification of Hindu deities, and distorted
versions of Hindu doctrines.

Under these circumstances, the educated Hin-
dus of the Country could not stand aloof and see
unmoved our youths getting demoralized by such
hypocritical feeling. One of the few men who
came under the influence of Navalar was S.
Nagalingam an eminent lawyer, patriot and
benefactor of his people. His name deserves to
be remembered by all Hindus of Ceylon, for he
delivered his countrymen from the helpless
condition of servility to foreign Christian
missions in the matter of education. The other
was S. T. M. Pasupathy Chettiyar, a dynamic
personality and a force to reckon with in his day.
These two men led and directed the movements
which have brought about the establishment of
the Saiva Paripalana Sabai, the Hindu organ
and the Jaffna Hindu College.

The Saiva Paripalana Sabai was started in
1888 about 8 1/2 years after the demise of Sri la
Sri Arumuga navalar by his nephews N. S.
Ponnampalampillai and T.Kailasapillai to
continue the great educational and religious
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work commenced by the illustrious Navalar. In
the second year of the Sabai’s existence
Pasupathy Cettiyar, Advocate Nagalingam,
Procter Casipillai and T Chellappahpillai,
retired Chief Justice of Travancore began to take
an abiding interest in the activities the Sabai.

The leader of this galaxy of patriots was
Chellappahpillai, an erudite scholar, author, an
eminent jurist and a gentleman of high culture
and vast information. He was a mathematician
and his favourite study was Astronomy. He was
of great service to Hindu calendar-makers. His
contribution to the cause of Hindu revival in
Ceylon is worthy of special mention. For nine
years he was the president of the Saiva
Paripalana Sabai from its very inception until
his death in 1902. His was the first name in the
Hindu College Board of Directors. He it was who
wanted a paper to be established to watch the
intersts of the Hindus. He was the first editor of
the Hindu Organ. He was the president for the
reception given to Swami Vivekananda in Jaffna
on his visit 1897.

The Jaffna Hindu College was established by
the Saiva Paripalana Sabai in 1890. The
founding of the College was the fulfilment of the
literarv and religous revival started by Navalar.
Its purpose was to preach the gospel of Saiva

‘Bhakti, love and service. Mudaliyar P

Kumaraswamy, the illustrious elder brother of
Sir Ponnampalarn Ramanathan, was an active
participant in the movement that gave birth to
the Jaffna Hindu College. He was mainly
instrumental in overcoming barriers which then
appeared insurmountable and which stood in the
path of the school’s registration for a grant.
Nevins Selvadurai was the first pr1nc1pa1 of the
College and under him it develeorz? ot

grade. institution in the North. Soon other Hmdu
schools were established in all parts of the coun-
try by patriotic men and women.

In 1889 the Hindu Organ was started and it
was soon followed by the Tamil paper
“Inthusathanam”. Both were started as weekly
papers. These two papers wielded tremendous
influence in the past. Hon. A. Sabapathy was
the honorary co-editor of the Hindu Organ from
18)1-1913, and was its honorary chief editor from
1913- 1924. In no part of Ceylon was there a
man like him who performed an honorary job
continuously for thirty four years. He sacrificed
his time and energy for the sake of his religion.
After the death of V Casipillai, he was made the
manager of the Jaffna Hindu College. He
espoused many public causes and did things
without much fuss. He belongs to the great band
of Tamil patriots who worked ceaselessly for
Hindu revival in Ceylon.
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