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A CONSTITUTIONAL OUTRAGE

The recent dismissal of the DMK led state govern-
ment in Tamil Nadu constitutes a grave assault on
Indian democracy. There is no doubt that the
dissolution of the State Assembly and the ouster of
a duly elected state government while retaining
popular mandate call into question the democratic
credentials of those who demanded the imposition
of direct Presidential rule. o

The call for the dismissal of the DMK administra-
tion was backed by a prolonged campaign mainly by
the opposition AIADMK and Congress(l) which were
soundly defeated by the DMK at the last round of
State Assembly elections. Without accepting the
people’s verdict and playing the role of a political
opposition in a democratic society, they were
carrying on a relentless campaign to topple the state
government.

The assumption to power of the Chanda Shekhar
minority government in Delhi and its reliance on the
support of Congress(l) and AIADMK for its very
survival have been maladroitly used by these
parties to unseat a democratically elected state
government. Very few people will doubt that con-
tinuing to cling on to power was the one and only
reason for Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar to have
collaborated in enacting this constitutional outrage.

The ostensible reason given for the dismissal of
the Tamil Nadu government was the so-called
deterioration of the law and order situation in the
State arising from the alleged failure by the State
Government to take action against the unlawful
activities of the LTTE. Compared to many other
states in the Indian Union, the law and order
situation in Tamil Nadu before and at the time the
State administration was dismissed could have
been described as very healthy by Indian standards.
As to supporting the Tamil militants including the

LTTE, Congress(l) and AIADMK cannot claim im-
munity. It is a matter of history that the Congress(l)
administration from the Centre and AIADMK’s MGR
administration in Tamil Nadu provided support and
legitimacy to the Tamil militant groups including the
LTTE. In any event, for some time before its
dismissal, the Karunanidhi government in Tamil
Nadu had begun to ‘take action against Sri Lanka
Tamil militants’ and in fact ordered its police force to
round up hundreds of young men thereby incurring
the accusation of ‘betrayal’ from the Tigers.

The fact that Tamil Nadu Governor S.S. Barnala
was firm in his refusal to submit a report to the
President of India recommending the dismissal of
the State government and the President had to act
on the basis of a report from the Union Cabinet is
proof of the fact that the Chandra Shekhar adminis-
tration has acted motivated more by political and
opportunistic considerations and not because the
situation in Tamil Nadu warranted such a draconian
and undemocratic step of removing a democratically
elected government.

India is a vast country with a diverse population
faced with immense problems. In spite of the
scourge of violence that has rocked some States of
the Indian Union and frequent communal clashes,
the respect which India enjoys in the world is
because it has by and large succeeded in maintain-
ing itself as a constitutional democracy. The people
of India and those who have steered the country’s
destiny since independence are rightfully entitled to
be proud of the country’s democratic tradition and
institutions. However, recent history is replete with
examples of popularly elected State governments
being dismissed by politically motivated executive
action from the centre. Persistence in such a course
would spell disaster to Indian democracy in the long
term.
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CIVILIANS BEAR BRUNT
OF WAR ON TAMILS

While round-the-clock air sorties con-
tinue in the Gulf, a longer-lasting but
much less publicised bombing cam-
paign has been going on in northern
Sri Lanka, where the Tamil Tigers are
fighting for a separate homeland. With
the Tigers in control of the entire area,
apart from three government bases,
Sri Lankan forces have resorted to
aerial strikes which have destroyed
many civilian targets.

Last week the army bombed and
shelled Jaffna, the largest town in
northern Sri Lanka, for four days. In
further incessant attacks, almost 300
bombs were dropped on Velvettiturai,
birthplace of Velupillai Prabhakaran,
the Tiger leader, and the second most
densely populated town in Sri Lanka.

In the attacks, 500 houses and two™"

large schools were reduced to rubble

and more than 100 other buildings, #:

including two historic Hindu temples,
were damaged beyond repair.
Bombers also hit a crowded market .

place in another town south of the

Jaffna peninsula, with a 90 per cent
refugee population, killing 22 people
and seriously wounding 13. A refugee
camp in a girls school, six miles outside
Jaifna, was almost totally destroyed,
killing two people and wounding four.
At an ancient shrine to Ganesh, the
Hindu elephant god and the patron
saint of truck drivers, bombs killed
three and wounded eight.

The military claims it only bombs
known Tamil Tiger targets, but admits
it uses aircraft — Sia Marchetti single-
engine training planes, adapted to car-
ry two bombs underneath, Chinese
Y-8 and Y-12s and British Avros,
small cargo planes from which home-
made bombs are pushed out of the back
— which do not permit accuracy.

The bombs — oil drums filled with
gelignite or flammable gas and rubber
tubes, which stick to the skin like
napalm — have no ballistic stability.
‘Sometimes we ourselves are mortally
afraid of where they are going to land’,
said an army colonel.

The Jaffna Citizens Committee esti-
mates more than 70,000 buildings in
the north and east have been des-
troyed, more than 6,000 people have
been killed or are missing and more
than 1.2 million are now displaced.
Damage is estimated at well over
£600m.

The pressures of war are acute.
There is no cash economy, fishing has
stopped and essential drugs are not
available. Petrol costs £20 a gallon, 13
times more than in the south. There is
no electricity, paraffin for lamps costs
10 times the Colombo price and match-
es are unavailable.

Sri Lankan forces
have resorted to
bombing to quell
insurgents in the
north, Julian West
writes from Jaffna

Food shipments to the north have
been diverted or delayed — in the last
three months, only 3 per cent of de-
liveries have got through. ‘People are
on the brink of starvation. They are
dying in silence’, said the local govern-
ment agent.

Northern Tamils comprise less than
16 per cent of the 16 million popula-

tion, and large numbers are opting for

the promise of liberation offered by the
Tigers. The bombing of civilian targets,
in particular refugee camps, schools
and hospitals, has convinced Jaffna’s
inhabitants that the Sinhalese major-
ity in Sri Lanka is trying to commit
genocide. ‘This is a war to kill all
Tamils’, said Dr. K. Shanmugasunder-

am, head of the Velvettiturai Citizens"

Rehabilitation Committee.

‘We are fighting a war and we are
fighting it to the finish’, declared Sri
Lanka’s Deputy Defence Minister,
Ranjan Wijeratne. ‘The people of Jaff-
na must move out. We are going to
finish this war and fast’.

At this point in the conflict however,
the war seems no closer to a conclusion

Tamil Tiger recruits some not yet in their teens, parade in
a village in northern Sri Lanka

than it did last June, when the Tigers
broke off 13 months of negotiations
with President Ranasinghe Premada-
sa’s government. A brief ceasefire,
called by the Tigers on New Year’s
Day, ended under pressure from the
military.

The army believes the Tigers — be-
leaguered by bad weather, hostile in-
ternational opinion and a crackdown
on their activities in the Indian state of
Tamil Nadu - are weakening.
‘Strategically, that was the time to hit
them’, said a colonel in the Northern

Command.

The Tigers, an army of several
thousand men and women, seem
equally confident. ‘We firmly believe
we will win this war’, said Anton
Balasingham, their political spokes-
man. The movement would prefer ‘a
political solution to a political problem’,
but he admits there is ‘now no alterna-
tive but to fight for an independent
state’. Both sides are locked into a
military solution.

(Courtesy of ‘The Independent’

13.2.91)

Battle for Elephant Pass

The LTTE commenced a sustained
attack on the Elephant Pass Army
Camp during the second week of
February with a view to capturing the
last remaining military post between
Jaffna in the north and Vavuniya, in
what is described as a Mankulam-type
assault on the Elephant Pass Camp.
The Tigers had been building bunkers
and fortifications in the north and
south of the camp which is situated on
the narrow stretch of land that sepa-
rates the peninsula from the mainland.
The Tigers control the areas to the
north and south of the camp which
depends for its supplies and reinforce-
ments from the air.

Having fortified their positions
around the camp, the Tigers are re-
ported to have inched their way to-
wards this strategically placed camp
and launched a major offensive to
capture it in the same manner in
which they eliminated the Mankulam
army camp only two months ago.

Government forces have responded
with massive bombardment from the
air on LTTE positions near the camp.
In addition in a major offensive areas
under the control of the Tigers in
Vavuniya, where an indefinite curfew
had been imposed, are reportedly being
attacked from the air and ground
troops have begun to move out. While
security forces have claimed that a
large number of Tigers have been
killed, scores of civilians are reported
to have been killed in indiscriminate
bombing raids. The advance of the
troops from Vavuniya is reported to be
slow owing to the stiff resistance from
the Tigers, mines and booby traps.

During the previous week several
civilians are reported to have been
killed and many properties destroyed
when fierce fighting broke out between
government forces and the Tigers in
and around the Kankesanturai area
within the Jaffna peninsula. The army

Continued on Page 5§
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DIRECT RULE

IMPOSED |

ON TAMIL NADU
DMK State Government Dismissed.

The Dravida Munnetra Kazhaham
(DMK) led state government of Chief
Minister Muthuvelu Karunanidhi in
Tamil Nadu was dismissed and direct
rule by the centre imposed on 30
January following a fourteen month
long campaign by the Jayalalitha led,
All India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhaham (AIADMK) and the Con-
gress(I).

The dismissal provoked widespread
protests by opposition parties and acts
of sporadic violence in the state. Trans-
port and bus services were the main
targets — several vehicles were set on
fire. The dismissed Chief Minister
claimed that over ten thousand DMK
party members and volunteers had
been arrested and as many as seven
persons immolated themselves in pro-
test at the action of the centre. The
National Front called for a country-
wide protest. At a well-attended pro-
test rally in Madras, National Front
leaders like V.P. Singh and N.T. Rama
Rao joined the Communist Party’s
E.M.8. Namboodripad to denounce the
dismissal of a democratically elected
government which was due to black-
mail indulged in by the Congress and
the AIADMK which they alleged
threatened to withdraw their support
to the minority government led by
Chandra Shekar if it did not dismiss
the state government.

The dismissal of the two-year-old
DMK administration did not come as a
surprise for it was in the air since the
fall of V.P. Singh’s National Front
government at the centre in November
last year. The AIADMK and the Con-
gress(I) had been demanding the dis-
missal of Karunanidhi’s government
since December 1989 when the DMK
was virtually routed in the parliamen-
tary elections in Tamil Nadu. The
campaign did not succeed and the
DMK was a faction in the National
Front led by the then Prime Minister
V.P. Singh.

President R. Venkataraman issued
the proclamation dismissing the state

Continued from Page 4

backed by airforce planes and helicop-
ter gunships launched an offensive
against the Tigers who, supported by
improvised armoured vehicles stormed
military positions on 6 February.
Second Lt. Kumarasiri of the Gajabha
Regiment was killed along with sever-
al other soldiers being injured in this
encounter. Government sources
claimed that thirteen Tigers were kil-
led and fifty-seven injured but these
claims have been strongly disputed.

government, dissolving the State
Assembly and imposing direct rule on
a Union Cabinet recommendation that
the Tamil Nadu government was re-
luctant to deal firmly with extremists
with international links. It was clear
that the State Governor did not recom-
mend intervention by the centre or the
dismissal of the government. Under
the Constitution the President could
act on receipt of a report from the
Governor, but in exceptional cases, he
could act ‘otherwise’. In this instance,
the President would appear to have
acted under the latter limb of the
relevant Article of the Constitution.

The Tamil Nadu Governor S.S. Bar-
nala had reportedly strongly opposed
the Centre’s move to impose direct
rule. Arriving in New Delhi at short
notice on 30 January, he met the
Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar and
later was seen by the Union Home
Affairs Minister S.K. Sahai and Com-
merce Minister Dr. Subramaniam
Swamy, all of whom would appear to
have impressed upon him that the
existing situation in Tamil Nadu did

not provide an alternative to the dis-
missal of the state government. Mr.
Sahay took along with him the Direc-
tor of Intelligence Bureau Mr. M.K.
Narayanan and the Secretary to the
Research and Analysis Wing, Mr. G.S.
Vajpai and the two intelligence offi-
cials reportedly gave the Governor a
‘lot of evidence’ about the DMK’s con-
nivance in the unlawful activities of
the LTTE in Tamil Nadu. However the
Governor while agreeing that the law
and order situation in Tamil Nadu was
not very satisfactory, maintained that
the dismissal of a duly elected Govern-
ment was not the solution.

A last ditch effort by former Prime
Minister V.P. Singh, and former Minis-
ters P. Upendra and K.P. Unnikrish-
nan who called on President Venk-
ataraman to prevent him from acced-
ing to the state government’s dismissal
also did not succeed.

The dismissed Chief Minister Karu-
nanidhi angrily said that the alleged
activities of the LTTE in the state were
only a pretext to topple his govern-
ment. President Venkataraman in his
recent Republic Day address to the
nation referred only tc Punjab, Kash-
mir and Assam as states facing a law
and order problem. He never men-
tioned Tamil Nadu. The Central gov-
ernment had been pressurised by the
AIADMK and Congress to dismiss his
government under the threat of with-
drawing support.

CIVILIANS SUFFER
IN BOMBING RAIDS

Christopher Morris in Jaffna’

Bombing raids by the Sri Lankan air
force against areas held by the Tamil
Tiger separatist guerrillas in the north
of the country have continued un-
abated over the last few weeks.

Many bombs have hit civilian areas.
Twenty-three civilians were killed in
the town of Puthukudiyiruppu, when
bombs fell on a row of shops next to a
refugee camp.

At Murukandy, south of the Jaffna
peninsula, I was shown where bombs
had fallen last week near a Hindu
shrine, killing three people including a
three-year-old girl. Local residents say
there were no Tamil Tigers in the area
at the time. Many people fear that the
air force is deliberately targeting civi-
lians, out of frustration at its inability
to strike at the Tamil Tigers, who still
control most of the north.

The bombs are often crude, some
consisting of barrels of tar, petrol and
rubber rolled from the back of trans-
port aircraft.

In Jaffna itself, which has been

without electricity or adequate food
and fuel supplies for the last six

~

months, residents are accustomed to
keeping an eye on the sky, waiting for
the approach of Sri Lankan planes and
helicopters. Nearly every house has an
air-raid shelter, ranging from concrete
bunkers deep underground, to shallow
pits covered with bits of wood and
railway sleepers.

In rural areas the shelter is more
basic. Hiding under a tree as a helicop-
ter hovered nearby, Kumar Sivanan-
dan said: ‘They came yesterday, and
they’ll come back tomorrow. But life
down here goes on’. After a few mi-
nutes of firing, the helicopter left, and
so did Sivanandan, his bicycle laden
with bags of flour and onions.

The only access to the Jaffna penin-
sula is a night-time boat service across
a narrow stretch of water. Bicycles,
and mopeds compete for space on the
tiny boats with hundreds of people
carrying food or fuel. A ferry capable of
taking larger vehicles was bombed by
the air force last year. Despite Sri
Lankan government assurances that
the war is aimed specifically at the
Tamil Tigers, the civilian population
has suffered most.

Continued on Page 6
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INDIA URGES RESTARTING

OF PEACE PROCESS

From Thomas Abraham
COLOMBO, Jan 30.
The External Affairs Minister, Mr.
V.C. Shukla, today suggested to the
Sri Lankan President, Mr. R. Pre-
madasa, that the time was right for Sri
Lanka to take a ‘bold initiative’ to
restart the peace process. Mr. Shukla
did not specify what form this initia-
tive should take, but said the Sri
Lankan Government should take
advantage of the fact that the fatigue
appeared to have set in within the

LTTE to start the peace process.

Briefing newsmen on the outcome of
Mr. Shukla’s 90-minute meeting with
Mr. Premadasa this merning, the
Foreign Secretary, Mr. Muchkund
Dubey, said the Minister had said that
‘the time is propitious for some bold
initiative on the part of the Sri Lankan
Government’. India felt that the time
was right for a peace initiative, be-
cause after months of fighting, there
was ‘bound to be fatigue as reflected in
the declaration of a unilateral ceasefire

Continued from Page 5 .

A Jaffna lawyer said: ‘This is the
worst it’s been in eight years. The
economic blockade, the bombing, it’s
definitely the worst’.

A Tamil Tigers spokesman, Anton

Balasingham, told me he saw little
hope of peace in the near future. More
likely, he said, is an intensification of
the military conflict.

The Tigers expect an assault on the

heavily populated Jaffna peninsula to
begin soon, and even moderate Tamils
who privately question the tactics of
the Tigers despair for the future.
‘1 don’t believe in the gun’, said one
leading citizen, too frightened to be
identified, ‘but the younger generation
thinks the only language the Sri Lank-
an government knows is the gun lan-
guage. Perhaps they’re right’.

A letter sent by the Jaffna Citizens’
Committee to President Ranasinghe
Premadasa paints a grim enough pic-
ture already. Six thousand Tamil civi-
lians have been killed or are missing in
the north-east in the last six months of
1990. More than 50,000 houses and
200 places of worship have been dam-
aged or destroyed.

There is immense frustration and
anger in Jaffna at what most people
regard as the indifference of the inter-
national community.

‘Our struggle is like a cry in the
wilderness’, one man told me outside
the ruins of his bombed house in
Velvettiturai. ‘No one hears and no one
cares. Why is that?”

(The Guardian, 7.2.91)

by the LTTE’, and also because public
opinion ‘abroad, which was normally
sympathetic to the LTTE, was in
favour of peace.

Mr. Shukla also said the success of
peace efforts would depend on ‘the
extent to which the legitimate aspira-
tions of the Tamils were satisfied’. He
pointed out that if the Tamils were to
be weaned away from the LTTE, ‘a
really satisfactory offer would have to
be made’ on issues such as the devolu-
tion of power.

~ India did not make any specific re-
ference to the fighting in the North
and East, and the recent aerial attacks
in Jaffna peninsula but the Minister
made a general statement that vio-
lence, or a military approach would not
lead to a solution to the problem, the
Foreign Secretary said.

Well-taken: India’s suggestions that
Sri Lanka adopt a peace initiative were
‘well taken by Sri Lanka’, Mr. Dubey
said. Sri Lankan diplomats also con-
firmed that there were no discordant
notes struck at the meeting, which saw
a continuation of the cordiality that
marked yesterday’s meeting of the two
delegations.

At his news briefing, the Foreign
Secretary tried to dispel the feeling
among many Tamils that India was
washing its hands of the ethnic con-
flict. ‘Our interest and our concern in it
is intact’, Mr. Dubey said. The only
change was that with the departure of
the Indian Peace-Keeping Force, India
was relying on diplomacy and persua-
sion to make its views felt. “The context
is now different and that is why there
are different perceptions about our
interest’, he said.

Going by what diplomats from India
and Sri Lanka have said, India has
made known to the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment its desire for a quick, peaceful
solution to the ethnic issue, but it is
also clear that India has very little
leverage to persuade the Sri Lankan
Government to move in this direction.
It would also appear that having made
these points, India is not going to do
very much more towards resolving the
problem. ;

Mutual respect: One of the main
concerns of Sri Lanka has been to
emphasise that the relations between
the two countries should be based on
equality and mutual respect for each
others sovereignty. The Sri Lankan
Government’s chief spokesman, Mr.
Bradman Weerakoon, said both coun-
tries had agreed that this should be the
basis for their relationship. He said the
Sri Lankan side was very pleased
when Mr. Shukla repeated three
points he had made earlier in India,

‘said his

that India would not be party to the
process of disintegration of Sri Lanka,
that Indian soil would not be used for
terrorist activity against Sri Lanka,
and that Indian forces would not be
sent to Sri Lanka. Mr. Shukla also
clarified that the question of foreign
forces in Sri Lanka was ‘entirely a
matter in the domain of Sri Lanka’. .

Trade: The two sides discussed the
prospects of boosting trade and econo-
mic cooperation in some detail. An
agreement on joint oil exploration in
the Gulf of Mannar, and on a joint tea
marketing strategy are likely to be
reached soon. The Foreign Secretaries
of both countries are scheduled to meet
in New Delhi in March to lay the
groundwork for a meeting of the new-
ly-formed joint commission in April.

Mr. Shukla also met the Minister of
State for Rural Industries, Mr. S.
Thondaman, and the leader of the
Opposition, Mrs. Sirimavo Bandar-
anaike.

Both sides happy: Speaking to
newsmen this evening, Mr. Shukla
said that ‘both sides were happy’ with
the way the talks had progressed. He
said that the major focus of the discus-
sions had been on the ethnic issue, and
India had made the point that any
settlement should be on the basis of a-
peaceful dialogue. He said Sri Lanka
had agreed with this. Asked whether
he had suggested any halt to the aerial
bombardment and military action in
the North and East, Mr. Shukla said
he had made the general point that
violence would not be able to solve the
problem.

Mr. Shukla said the two main Tamil
demands for the permanent merger of
the North and East and the revival of
the North-East Provincial council had
been discussed, India had said it was
against the demerger of the two pro-
vinces, while Sri Lanka had pointed
out that a referendum was a constitu-
tional requirement, Sri Lanka had,
however, given the impression that it
would not press the issue of the re-
ferendum.

The Minister said that in response to
reservations expressed by Sri Lanka
on the attitude of the Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister, Mr. M. Karunanidhi,
he had explained that Mr. Karuna-
nidhi would go by the national policy
that Indian territory would not be used
for subversive activities by any other
country. Mr. Shukla said Mr. Karuna-
nidhi had made this clear when he met
him in Madurai. Mr. Karunanidhi had
expressed concern about the refugees
in Tamil Nadu, and said that he did not
want to send them from camps in
Tamil Nadu to camps in Sri Lanka.

Disappointed: Speaking at a ban-
quet hosted by his Sri Lankan counter-
part, Mr. Harold Herat, Mr. Shukla
Government was ‘dis-
appointed’ that the new year unilater-

Continued on Page 23
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FIGHTING TO A FINISH?

Rita Sebastian from Colombo

The grouping of Tamil and Muslim
political parties who, for several
months, deliberated power sharing
arrangements in the north-east pro-
vinces, are scheduled to submit their
final draft this week, to President
Ranasinghe Premadasa, under the au-
spices of the All-Party Conference.
Although the President is on record
that he will go along with any consen-
sus  decision, implementing it at
ground level is not possible in the
furesceable future. Mot as long as the
Tigers are a presence in the region,
and not as long as they continue to
hold onto their puns.

In a dramatic turn of events howev-
er, the Eelavar Democratic Front
(EDF, the former EROS), the Tigers
known ally, has joined forces with the
rest of the Tamil groups, barring the
Eelam People's Democratic Party.
(EFDP.

The EDF, was one of seven signator-
ies to a memorandum submitted to
Indian External Affairs Minister, V.C.
Shukla during his 3-day official visit to
the igland at the end of January.

Included in the demands, in the
eight-point memorandum was that the
process of devolution initiated by the
Indo-Sri Lanka agreement be further
strengthened, to ensure the safety,
security and political aspirations of the
Tamil speaking people; that the mer-
ger of the north-east provinces be
made permanent without recourse to a
referendum; that the sixth amend-
ment be repealed; State aided colonisa-
tion stopped and the dissolved North-
East Provincial Council be reconvened
by repealing the Provincial Councils
| Amendment} Acts and the Provincial
Councils Election { Amendment) Act of
July 1990,

The memorandum elicited nothing
more from Shukla than the expected

pzsurance that it would be taken note

of. On the guestion of the permanent
merger of the north-east provinees
however he is said to have drawn
attention to the proviso in the Indo-
Lanka accord that stipulates the hold-
ing of a referendum.

The month also saw the retwrn of
EDF member 5. Bashir ta Parliament,
signalling the return of the remaining
12 EDF members as well. The EDF
members resipned their seats enmasse
as protest against the povernments
military offensive in the north-east.
They alleged, that heavy aerial bom-
bardment had led to large-scale des-
truction of both life and property,
specially in the north. The EDF for =0
long dubbed as ‘fence sitters’ seem to
have taken some hard decisions. 1t is
reliably understood that with General

Secretary Vellupillai Balakumar, by

choice or circumstance, defecting to the

LTTE, Central Committtee member
Shankar Raji, in charge of their inter-
national relations, is tipped to take on
the mantle of leadership. A meeting of
the Central Committee is said to be in
the offing when Balakumar, Parara-
jasingham and two others will find
themselves out of the grouping.
Shukla's visit to the island, the first
by an Indian official of Cabinet rank-
ing in two years was essentially a fence
mending exercise. Thirtytwo months of
‘Indian occupation’ in the form of the
Indian' Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) in
the north-east provinces had led to
bitter rhetorie, souring relations be-

_tween the countries. The visit there-

fore, hailed by both countries as a
major success, smoothed the ruffled
feathers of the establishment. As a top
bureaucrat saw it, India had moved
from her known policy of interference
to one of ‘persuasion and suggestion’.

Shukla’s visit was directed towards
three broad objectives. Firstly, it was
to re-establish a relationship with the
Sri Lankan Government in the face of
President Ranasinghe Premadasa’s
perceived hostility to India. In this
regard Shukla was primarily con-
cerned with assuring Colombo that
India would not permit the destabilisa-
tion of Sri Lanka from Indian soil, nor
did she contemplate sending troops to
the island again. Added to it the crack-
down on Tamil militants in Tamil
Nadu and the surprising dismissal of
Chief Minister Karunanidhi, coincid-
ing with the end of Shukla’s visit were
indications that India was taking Cal-
ombe's concerns into consideration.
Colombo was well pleazed at the turn
of events and made much of the fact
that India was supportive of the Goy-
ernment’s view that the Tigers needed
to be militarily and politically margi-
nalised.

The second concern of Shukla was to

assuage Tamil public opinion that In- -

dia was not distanicing itself from the
Tamil problem and that India was
deeply concerned about the
tremendous hardships caused to the
Tamil pecple in the north-east.
Whether this had any impact on the
Sri Lankan leadership, or was dismis-
sed as rhetorical utterances to appease
Tamil and South Indian sentiment is
not known. The third concern of Shuk-
la was to emphasise the growing rele-
vance of the Indo-Lanka Peace Accord
of 1987 as a basis for national recon-
ciliation in Sri Lanka. In this regard he
emphasised the need to strengthen
and give effect to the scheme of devolu-
tion envisaged by the accord, but was
relatively non-committal on the mer-

ger issue. Having regard to the sensi-
tivity and the complexity of the issue of
the merger, Shukla while acknowledg-
ing the strength of Tamil sentiment
geems to have felt that it was not
proper to persuade the government to
go beyond the accord on the vital issue.

As to the on-going conflict between
the government and the Tigers, Shuk-
la called for a ‘bold initiative’ on.the
part of the government to see an end to
the conflict. What form that bold initia-
tive should take was however not spelt
out. As far as the povernment is con-
cerned there will be no negotiations
unless and until the Tigers fall in line
with the government's conditions for
getting back to the negotiating table.
Although the Gulf War seems to hug
the headlines and there seems only
minimal coverage in the media on the
north-east war, the continuing wailing
of sirens as ambulances ferry the in-
jured from airport to hospital in Col-
ombo and the number of combatants
killed on both sides is evidence that the
war has intensified. Whether he be-
lioves that the Tigers can be militarily
defeated or not, State Minister for
Defence, Ranjan Wijeratne is deter-
mined that they must be eliminated.

As the operations continue, so does
fierce lobbying by international agen-
cies to see an end to the conflict and an
end to the human suffering in the
north-east by a civilian population
trapped between the two warring
sides.
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A reporter’s impressionistic view of war

Franklin Raviraj

I was approaching the ‘Punthottam’,
the well-fortified barrier, manned by
the Sri Lankan soldiers at Vavuniya
town before crossing into the ‘Libera-
tion Tigers’ territory in the north and
the mini bus in which I was travelling
was checked and waved past
Saliyapura, Nochiyagama, Medawach-
chiya and Rambawewa army camps 18
kilometres from Anuradhapura. Pas-
sing Thandikulam on January 2 we
- will soon move into LTTE territory. It’s
less than two miles from Vavuniya and
is already hot and bustling on the
second day of the unilateral ceasefire
announced by the political front
(PFLT) of the Liberation Tigers.

The tempo of life here is a mixture of
desperation and hope pitted against
gruelling odds. Leading out from the
North is a link of thousands of cyclists
spread out from Omanthai to Vavu-
niya town and beyond. They have all
reached the half way point of a 200
mile round trip from Jaffna in a de-
sperate search for food and kerosene
oil. 9.30am Vavuniya town and at the
same incredible scene getting bottle-
necked at the army check-point. One
. by one the tiring body search and
baggage scrutiny is conducted while
staccato questions are thrown at each
person.” Nearly 100 aggravating the
bottle-neck they have all got to be
cleared before proceeding either way.

An obliging soldier puts me on a
Jaffna bound lorry for my interview
with LTTE top runger Dilip Yogarat-
nam, ‘Yogi’. The exasperating scrutiny
once again 200 metres on at a LTTE
check point. It is like a tragi-comedy as
: the army issues a permit to proceed to
' Colombo and the LTTE issues permits
to enter the North.

At the LTTE checkpoint I abandon
the lorry. It could be evening before its
turn for the LTTE check. Scores of
people, Jaffna bound, hitch rides on
cycles, lorries and as a last resort fall
prey to the owners of passenger vehi-
cles who charge a staggering Rs. 1000/-
for the 70 mile run to the Karativu
ferry which is within 10 miles west of
Elephant Pass.

From Omanthai, through Puliyank-
ulam, Mankulam, Panikankulam,
Kokavil, Murugandy, Kilinochchi and
turn off before Paranthan on a cra-
tered road 13 miles to Poonaari the
Karativu ferry.

You have to undergo as much as a

dozen LTTE check points. The 70 mile
stretch was devoid of any armed ser-
vice or police presence. The ferry
across to Sangupitty takes only Rs. 5.
Those ferrying cycles across part with
an extra Rs. 10. The ten mile trip to
Chavakachcheri takes another Rs.
100. Much if not all, of the transport
income from Vavuniya to Jaffna is
believed to go to the LTTE Treasury.

The final lap to Jaffna costs another
Rs. 100. It’s 9.30am as I get off in
Jaffna.

I check into Hotel Subhas which
stands miraculously and on my way
see two LTTE gangs filling up what
appear to be bomb craters on the roads.

Life, or what passed for it, seemed to
cling desperately to a semblance of
normalcy. But no one strolls about
here. Faces keep glancing skywards.
Most of them live in fear of some
airborne attack. Most buildings re-
duced to piles of rubble, stand out as
far as I could see, silhouettes of ruins
against the darkening skyline. Res-
igned to accepting what they cannot
change civilians have all become fatal-
ists in this war-ravaged landscape.

A handful of shop-keepers who have
miraculously managed to survive keep
a few shops open into the late evening.
They pay their taxes to the LTTE. The
once bustling nerve centre that served
over five lakhs of Tamil speaking peo-

. ple now barely affords shelter to stray

dogs and cats.

In this scenario I go for my interview
with ‘Yogi’. Three days after I make
contact LTTE cadres take me in their
transport to meet the LTTE top runger
at their headquarters at Kondavil,
three miles from Jaffna.

As I enter the large headquarters of
the LTTE (PFLT) for my interview
after screening I see many hundreds of
Liberation Tiger cadres from the milit-
ary and political wing go about their
work busily on the second morning of
the government extended ceasefire.

I meet the spectacled fatigue. clad
General Secretary and top runger in
the LTTE and after formal greetings
fire my questions leading to the LTTE
unilateral ceasefire.

The interview completed I set out on
the second phase of my trip.

Palaly, some five miles away, stood
under a scorching sun. It’s 2.30pm as I
approach it. Three things stand out —

towering palmyrah trees wilting in the
heat like emaciated old women with no
more tears to shed. And abandoned
toddy pot’s hanging from their bran-
ches like the pouches of an old woman’s
eyes.

The Palaly Army and Air Force base
camp is now converted into a fortress
with about twenty watch towers
around its perimeter. The rich red
earth of Palaly that produced large
harvests of tobacco, tomatoes, onions,
chillies, bananas etc., lay bare, dry and
neglected.

The stillness is now and then shat-

“tered as Sri Lankan naval crafts shell

selected targets on shore. A barrage of
heavy fire from the Palaly camp adds
to the attack on these targets. About a
mile away, once more occupied by the
Tigers is the bunker in which seven
LTTE women fighters died in an
attack by the army’s latest ‘Delta
Force’ unit.

The army maintains that 15 were
killed. Jaffna’s ‘Colombo 7’, Kurumba-
siddy is a cemetery of rubble, razed to
the ground. There is not the slightest
sign of any civilian life here.

In vantage points Tiger bunkers
confront security force bunkers as
close as 150 yards from each other.
Here one does not know whether it is
the ceasefire or the curfew that holds.

With nightfall the brilliant flood-
lights bathe the Palaly camps outer
perimeter. In the distance the faint
glow of a few kerosene oil lamps
appears. Electricity supplies have been
cut off since fighting broke out last
June. The possession of batteries is
banned. So kerosene oil fetches the
staggering amount of Rs. 750 a gallon.
Any motor cycle used by civilians has
been converted to run on kerosene oil.
An organisation called ‘ROOTE’ (Re-
search Organisation of Tamil Eelam) is
reportedly producing compost fertilis-
er, solar and bio gas energy units,
fungicides, crude newsprint, bread
made of palmyrah, manioc and wheat
flour and several other items.

In the peninsula those who still
manage to operate their TVs and
radios on batteries can still tune into
the LTTE radio and TV transmissions.

Seven miles from Palaly the
Tirunelvelli University continues lec-
tures for over 400 students. Sixty one
Tamil students from the Eastern Pro-
vince are said to have returned to the
campus during the ceasefire. Several
students claimed harassment, looting
and rape by Muslim Home Guards,
uniformed personnel and civilians in
Eastern Province villages.

On the way to Jaffna hospital a few
miles away there appeared to be signs
of people desperately clinging to the
normal things of life. Fish, vegetables
and groceries were in some evidence
but at prices that were incredible. Any

Continued on Page 23
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Towards an Ideological
Acceptance of Reallty

- Radhika Coomaraswamy -

When we say ‘Toward Multicultural-
ism in Sri Lanka’ does it imply that we
are not a multicultural society today?
That we have to work for a multicultu-
ral society somewhere in the future,
sometime tomorrow?

- To my own mind we have always
been a multicultural society — not only
in terms of large ethnic monoliths, of
Sinhala, Tamil or Muslim but even
within those communities — the Ruhu-
na is distinct to the Kandyan high-
lands, the east coast Tamil from the
Jaffna Tamil, cultural life differs from
whether you live in cities or in rural
areas, whether you are a member of
the elite or whether you are poor. We
can justly be proud of that diversity —
not only of Theravada Buddhism or
Saiva Siddanta, but also of thovil cere-
monies, of Mukkuvar folk songs, of
Geoge Keyt, of Geoffrey Bawa, of the
anonymous craftsmen who have work-
ed on our traditional furniture, jewel-
lery or embroidery — this after all was
Ananda Coomaraswamy’s vision of our
own multiculturalism which he re-
corded so many years ago: — Where
many cultures live side by side in a
situation of tolerance and respect; each
accorded its distinct space and status.

Reality

So if we have always been multi-
cultural what does this title of the talk
imply ~ it must surely mean, that we
have to work toward an ideological
acceptance of what many feel is the
actual reality. To do this, we have to
concentrate on the Gap between peo-
ple’s minds and their social reality; this
Gap is of course, the realm of ideology,
often like a mirage which attempts to
capture truth, but always partially.

This gap between people’s minds and
reality is therefore what one may call a
question of imagination. How did we,
in Sri Lanka get here — that we seem to
have a multicultural society but do not
ideologically accept it as such. I would
say it is because of a failure of imagina-
tion.

Many of you must have seen the film
by the famous Japanese director Akira
Kurasawa entitled, Rashomon. It is a

film about an incident but every parti-
cipant in the incident gives his own
version, expresses his own imagination
as to what happened. At the end the
viewer is totally confused about the
truth, about what actually took place.

'And so with multiculturalism and
pluralism in Sri Lanka. I was recently
reading in detail some material about
Buddhist and Hindu revivalism at the

end of the last century, when many of - ..

our great leaders were constructing
what I would call their version of our
national imagination. In many articles
by Gombrich, Obeysekera, Amunuga-
ma, Malalagoda etc., it has been clear-
ly shown how the Buddhist revival of
the late nineteenth century was essen-
tially comprised of low-country
Sinhalese. Now if you live in Galle and
Matara, and you just looked left and
right and said this is a Sinhalese

(A Talk by Radhika Coomaras-
wamy given at the State Ministry for
Hindu Affairs seminar on Toward
Multiculturalism in Sri Lanka, De-
cember 16, 1990)

country — you would be right — that
would be your reality and you would be
faithful to what you actually see. But it
means that your imagination has
failed to cross Elephant Pass.

If you live in Point Pedro and did the
same and proclaimed that this is.a
Tamil homeland — you would again be
right and faithful to your reality but it
would mean that your imagination has
not gone beyond the peninsula - it may
have peaked at Tamil Nadu but not
really looked south of the Bentota
River. So one of the main reasons we
have got to where we are has been the
lack of imagination of those who
fathered the emotional bases of our
ethnic and nationalist movements.

Imagine

In how many different ways can we
imagine ourselves? Let us count the
ways. Firstly by sub-units such as a
village, district or province. When we
say someone comes from Balapitiya or
Urumpirai we are saying something
just as much as if we say he is a
Kandyan or she is an East Coast
Muslim. We could imagine ourselves
by ethnic group or we could imagine
ourselves by the island as a whole —
there was a time when being Sri
Lankan meant something. We can
imagine ourselves by the region -
many people have a South Asian con-
sciousness; look at the work of
theosophists, Krishnamurti, or Anan-
da Coomaraswamy. We could imagine
ourselves, not by territory but by reli-
gion, Hindu, Buddhist or Muslim; not
by territory but by ideology, Marxist or
liberal. We could see ourselves as inter-
national, or like Vikram Seth — when
asked if he was an Indian, he said why
do you want to limit me? | am Cosmic

Dr. Radhika Cooomarasm
Man, my imagination spans the uni-
verse.

But most of us Sri Lankans have not
reached that cosmic state — I would say
we have not gone beyond our province,
our language, our religion — we don’t
even have a national imagination, let
alone a cosmic one. It must, therefore
follow from what I said before, that the
broader one’s imagination, the more
diverse and multicultural your experi-
ence. So when we say toward a multi-
cultural society, one is basically saying
toward broadening our imagination
and our vision to accept pluralism,
tolerance and difference.

Why would anyone resist such a
movement? Why is this not self-
evident? To answer that we have to go
back to the nineteenth century. Since
the enlightenment and right upto
World War II, there have been grand
attempts to unify and homogenise the
world by the west. In the field of
science, the search for universal princi-
ples and Newtonian Physics; in the
field of philosophy the search for uni-
versal ethics/morality, such as in the
works of Kant and Hegel; and in the
field of politics, the search for the
grand universal theories of history and
political action — Marx, J.S. Mill etc.
This then led to the development of a

,modern, uniform, universal culture —

but with metropolitan centres of the
West taking the lead role. So therefore
this search for universals was also seen
as a process of westernisation; of
accepting European ideas and prac-
tices as something universal and com-
mon to all mankind.

Homogenisation

Against this current of European
‘homogenisation’ arose the great
nationalist movements which refused
to accept this so-called universal treat-
ment and which demanded that their
uniqueness be recognised. The Univer-

_gal cannot mean western, our lives, our
_experiences are important even if they
. are limited to the particular worlds;

they must be given separate but equal
status.

In the tussle between these move-

-ments in the nineteenth century, the
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latter — i.e. Nationalism, won. Today
the primary organising principle of our
political universe is the modern nation-
state. The nation-state is the basis of
international law and the fountain-
head of all local developments — the
SOVEREIGN as we know her, or
Motherland. It is the source of all
power — political and economic and it is
the only category which has a recog-
nised international personality. So ev-
ery group with any kind of territory,
facing forms of discrimination or lack
of privilege naturally wants to assert
the right to self-determination to gain
access and control of a nation-state.

Though we take it for granted, the
nation-state was not always the orga-
nising principle of political life. Before
colonialism - dynastic empires (i.e.
ruling houses of kings) or religious
empires were more often the organis-
ing prineiples. But with the concept of
nation-state, territory and democratic
sovereignty were merged together and
the era of mass movements began and
the movements for nationalism
merged with the movements for demao-
cracy in nineteenth century Europe.

Nationalism

I said earlier that nationalism in the
nineteenth century was a reaction
against the Anglo-French desire to
homagenise the warld under this ste-
wardship. It was at that time an
assertion of multiculturalism and mul-
ti-ethnicity at the international level-
First an assertion for a multi-ethnic
Europe, the struggle for which con-
tinues in many parts of Europe and
today the demand for 2 multi-ethnic,
multicultural ‘world consciousness’ as
part of the struggle against col-
onialism.

But ironically once all these people
received their nation-states, after
years of struggle, the post-
independence leaders began to replay
what colonial powers had done from
the metropolitan centres. Within their
territories they began to *homogenise’,
by imposing majority languages and
religion and they began to centralise
power both in polities and
burcaucracy.

Benedict Anderson's famous book
Tmagined Communities’ analyses this
in detail — How whan you control a
nation-state you control communica-
tions and you control education. Those
two are the essential bases of the
formation of an individuals ideoclogy.
By controlling these you pass on your
imapgined construction of the nation to
your people,

Here in Sri Lanka - education has
two streams, Media has two streams.
There is no common river of know-
ledge. It is therefore not unusual that
vou had two totally different national-
ist imaginations, two completely sepa-
rate nationalist constructions - one
Sinhalese and one Tamil — very diffe-
rent and mutually exclusive. But one

controlled state power, especially after
1970 and the other was always in
opposition. So the reaction — the refus-
al to be integrated into someone else's
imagination of what Sri Lanka is,
having your own version of what your
identity and role in the society should
be.

So today after years of bloodshed we
are [nally trying to reconstruct our
national imagination (100 years too
late) so that it can accommodate all the
diverse experience. So we speak of
bilinpualism, multi-ethnicity and mul-
ticulturalism. To reconstruct visions is
more difficult than to construct them;
because we have to unlearn so many
things but the effort has hegun and
one can only wish it success, since
success is by no means a foregone
conclusion, We have to impose multi-
cultural consciousness not only on the
majority community but also on the
recaleitrant and defensive minorities
in gur country.

Reconstructing

[n reconstructing our national im-
agination it is important to incorporate
the diverse experience of our people.
But multiculturalism and multi-
everything will lead to anarchy, unless
we also cultivate the essential baszes of
SHARED VALUES, values upon
which multiculturalism can be based.
These shared values must in the end
relate to basic human values and hu-
man rights and to free and open demo-
cratic process. Without these cushions
or safety-valves in the system, multi-
culturalism will not lead us anywhere.
If someone asserts that killing some-
one else is part of his culture and
therefore he should not suffer criminal
prosecution, multiculturalism would
be a dangerous word. So I reiterate
that multiculturalism can be a noble
and important goal only if it is built on
the foundation of shared democratic
values and a collective democratic pro-
cess.

Let me say a word about the differ-
ence between multi-ethnicity and mul-
ticulturalism. Multi-ethnicity is to
reorganise our national world, realis-
ing that there are strong and indepen-
dent ethnic groups in our country
which have over time, due to bad
policies and lapses of imagination, be-
come ethnic blocks. For democracy to
work, these blocks must now he
allowed political ' expression and in
areas where they are concentrated
some measure of autonomy must be
given to run their affairs. There iz no
turning away from that.

But having campaigned vigorously
for pluralism and devolution, I am also
very aware of some of the dangers in a
society organised around ethnic blocks,
What happens to groups and indi-
viduals within these blocks if they
decide to assert their tights; Shad
Bano a Muslim woman confronting the
Muslim ethnic block in India deman-

ding maintenance and support after a
divorce? How do we react even in
retrospect to Mr. Suntheralingam's
fast at Mavittapuram? His argument
that ethnic self-regulation is more im-
portant than K central government
directives on caste discrimination_ It is
at times such as these that one looks
again for the visit of the cosmic man -
who surely must show us an interna-
tional humanitarian spirit grounded in
diverse forms of human experience.

Triumph

Multi-ethnicity is therefore a politic-
al triumph of group identity. It is
better than political domination by one
ethnic monolith; but at the same time
we must be vigilant that years of
fighting for democratic rights are not
lost for those who live and work as
individual members of these groups.
Fundamental rights applies to them
and cannot be forsaken for group
identity. If we do that, we will subvert
the very basis of the shared values of a
democracy polity.

Multiculturalism, unlike multi-
ethnicity, does not have all these poli-
tical problems. Nor is it confined and
categorised by ethnic monoliths; it
takes account of the diversity of all
forms from within and from without. It
is fluid, changing though rooted in
social practice throughout the years.
There have been many attempts to
define culture by many social scientists
but the essence of culture - when it is
unorganised or unpoliticised, is that it
is the creative expression of people.
Culture is therefore inherently demo-
cratic and diverse until it is organised
and politicised. Multiculturalism is
therefore a celebration of both demo-
cracy and diversity; it is a way of
appreciating the creative works of
others, while maintaining the distinet
identify of your own. If it is interpreted
in that light, as an artist would, not as
a politician, as a vision which sees
creativity in the other regardless of
who the other is — then multicultural-
ism may indeed be a wehicle through
which we, Sri Lankans rediscover our
humanism,

I would like to end by reverting to
what I said in the beginning, Through-
out modern history there have always
been two contradictory movements —
the pull toward universal, standar-
dised, international, cosmopolitan eul-
ture, with its centre in western capit-
als, on the one hand, and the push
toward diversity, regionalism, particu-
larly on the other, It is important that
we do not give either the push or the
pull complete dominance.

To become totally universal, stan-
dardised and international i= to lose
roots, to devalue important diverse and
particular experiences. To become
totally partieular, withdrawn and self-
centred, is to become blinkered to

Continued on Page 23
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- % BUILDING UP
THE WAR MACHINE

A RECENT item in a Sri Lanka news-
paper reported that the island’s State
Minister for Defence, Ranjan Wi-
jeratne was ‘slowly but surely building
up the Sri lankan armed forces into a
formidable war machine’. By the end of
the year the Army would consist of
four divisions each with three brigades
of three battalions. In addition there
would be an independent brigade with
two special forces regiments, two sig-
nals regiments plus support services
making up a total of 100,000 in uni-
form. Together with the Air Force and
the Navy, the island’s armed forces
would total 120,000 by the end of this
year.

The armed forces are also to be
provided with more and better equip-
ment costing millions of dollars. The
armoured corps would get the Chinese
made T85 light tank and the YS531
infantry fighting vehicle. These are
tracked vehicles, equipped with
machine guns and cannon, and are
amphibious. They are said to be ‘equal-
ly good in the soft sands of Jaffna, the
jungles of Wanni or when crossing
lagoons and rivers’.

Besides additional Bell helicopters
and Sia Marchetti attack aircraft, the
Air Force is to get Chinese made Y12
transport planes and one squadron of
Nanchang A5M fighter bombers. The
A5M fighter bomber is said to be a
dedicated ground attack aircraft with a
secondary capability as an interceptor
and is widely used by Pakistan. The
A5M plane is described as a supersonic
all-weather combat aircraft with a
greater bomb load of two tons of rock-
ets, bombs and 23 mm cannon. It also
has an armoured cockpit and fuselage
which ‘can withstand the “five zero”
bullets from the Browning heavy
machine guns of the LTTE’. It can
carry 1,000 pound armour-piercing de-
layed action bombs which can explode
inside underground bunkers.

The Sri Lanka Navy is getting more
South Korean and Chinese made pat-
rol boats to supplement their Israeli
Dvoras and the British made Cougars.

* A MULTI-ETHNIC ARMY,
SRI LANKA STYLE

IN ADDITION to beefing up the
armed forces with men and material, it
is reported that ideas have been floated
to remove the ‘Pan-Sinhala Character’
of the Sri Lankan forces by naming
some of the new units after Tamil and
Muslim military heroes of the past.
Presently all the brigades and regim-
ents of the armed forces carry essen-

tially Sinhala names — Gajabha, Sinha,
Vijebha brigades and Gemunu Watch.
The suggestion is to name one of the
new units after King Elara who ruled
the Kingdom of Anuradhapura — if the
suggestion is taken up Sri Lanka
would have an Elara Brigade soon!
Another suggested name is Velusuma-
na brigade after a Tamil general who
fought in Dutugemunu’s army against
King Elara. Still another suggested
name is for a Sapumal brigade after
the Malayali Prince Sapumal (Semba-
ha Perumal) who led the Sinhala Army
from Kotte to capture Jaffna in the 15
century. Another could be the Sri
Wickrema armoured brigade for the
Armoured Corps after the Malabar
King who defeated the British in 1803
and was the last of the Tamils who
fought to preserve the independence of
the Sinhala Kingdom of Kandy in
1815.

Not to forget the Muslims of Sri
Lanka, the suggestion is to name one
new regiment after Pachi Marcar and
Cunhale Marcar — two brothers who
fought in Sitawake King Rajasinghe’s
army against the Portuguese -
another to be named after Ali Abra-
ham, a Mudaliyar in King Mayadun-
ne’s Army.

In this manner the Sri lankan armed
forces can become a truly national
army with a multi-ethnic identity!

% EROS (EDF)
STAGES A COMEBACK '

WITH Mr. Basheer Segudhawood tak-
ing oaths as a Member of Parliament
before the Speaker on 25 January and
being affirmed as an MP of the Eelavar
Democratic Front (EDF) — the political
wing of the Tamil militant group
EROS - the self-imposed political exile
of EROS seems to have come to an end.
Mr. Segudhawood was one among all
the EDF MPs who resigned enblock
from parliament after the war broke
out between government forces and
the LTTE in June last year.

The EDF which, to the surprise of
many, won thirteen seats in parlia-
ment during last elections and com-
prised the largest contingent of Tamil
MPs was expected to play a crucial role
in Tamil politics. However with the
then increasing pace of negotiations
between the government and the
LTTE, the EDF MPs began to adopt a
low profile and their performance in
parliament became less and less no-
ticeable which was attributed to press-
ure from the LTTE with which EROS
had close and friendly relations. Hav-
ing taken up the position that the
LTTE should remain the only ‘armed
forces’ within the Tamil community,

an enforced disarming of the EROS
was carried out.

When the EDF MPs resigned after
the war broke out, EROS circles within
the island and outside did not fail to let
it be known that their MPs were forced
to resign. Then when it was announced
in Jaffna by the General Secretary of
EROS, V. Balakumar, that their group
had been formally dissolved and that
they had merged with the LTTE, again
it was claimed that Mr. Balakumar
was forced to make the announcement
and that he was being kept under
‘house arrest’. It was said that, except
for one former MP Mr. Pararajasing-
ham and a few others, all the others
refused to be merged with the LTTE
and that they wanted to continue with
their independent existence. Many of
the MPs who had resigned and some of
the leading cadres either went under-
ground or went abroad into voluntary
exile to escape from reprisals. In the
meantime, EROS journals printed
from abroad asserted the group’s refus-
al to disband itself as demanded by the
LTTE, reiterated its separate and inde-
pendent existence and commented on
the disputes that had arisen between
them and the LTTE.

A recent report said that the EROS
leadership was seeking the assistance
of the International Committee of the
Red Cross to get Mr. Balakumar re-
leased from house arrest so that he
could attend its Central Committee
meeting in Colombo. A co-leader of
EROS Mr. Raji Shankar had been in
Colombo and met several other local
leaders of EROS. After a meeting of
the Central Committee, it was re-
vealed that the group had decided to
return to parliament and negotiations
had been taking place with the govern-
ment as to the procedure to be followed
for its re-entry. At a recent press
conference in Colombo, two leading
members of EROS, Mr. Suthaharan
and Mr. Thillainathan, made the
announcement of their intention to
re-enter parliament. They said that
the people who elected them have been
undergoing hardships which they no
longer could endure and that as repre-
sentatives of the people they had a
duty to do everything in their power
for their relief and rehabilitation and
therefore had decided to re-enter par-
liament. The EROS leadership also
met the Indian Foreign Minister V.C.
Shukla during his recent visit to Col-
ombo along with other Tamil political
groups to urge him on the need to press
the government to solve the present
conflict through negotiations between
the LTTE, other Tamil groups and the
government.

Presently a constitutional snag is
preventing EROS from renominating
most of its MPs to re-enter parliament.
EROS contested the last elections as
representing four independent groups
in the Jaffna, Vavuniya, Trincomalee
and Batticaloa districts. In the Jaffna
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district it won 9 of its 13 seats it won in
all four districts. As the law stands at
present, the signature of V. Balaku-
mar is required to renominate its MPs
for the Jaffna district but he is unable
to carry out this task because of his
reported detention under house arrest
in Jaffna. To evercome this difficulty,
the EROS leadership has been nego-
tiating with the government with a
view to effecting the necessary legisla-
tive changes and the government
appears to have given a favourable
response.

* MOTHERS’ CAMPAIGN

FEBRUARY 19 is the first
anniversary of the death of the well
known and popular journalist Richard
de Zoysa who was abducted from his
mother’s home in Colombo by a group
of policemen reportedly led by a senior
superintendent of police. His dead body
with gunshot wounds was recovered on
the following day on a beach some
miles away. On this day the human
rights organisation known as the
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Mothers’ Front is to hold its first public ~

meeting in Colombo, expected to be
attended by thousands of people, to
raise the question of the disappearance
of tens of thousands of persons during
the last three years.

The Mothérs’ Front has gathered
documenary evidence of over 40,000

disappearances in Sri Lanka and the .

figures and details relating to these
cases were recently released at a press

conference in Colombo by two Mem-

bers of Parliament who act as Co-
ordinators of the Front. All the cases
relate to missing persons from the
Sinhalese dominated central and
southern parts of the country and do
not include the north and east where
thousands more disappearances have
been reported in the continuing war
between government forces and the
LTTE.

The cases of disappearances re-
corded by the Mothers’ Front relate to
the period 1987 to 1990 during which
the Sinhalese dominated parts of the
island were rocked by unprecedented

Vadamarachi Bombed by Air Force

COLOMBO, Jan. 21.

The Sri Lankan Air Force bombed
Vadamarachi peninsula this morning,
resulting in at least seven civilians
being killed and another 20 injured, an
LTTE spokesman, Mr. Lawrence Thi-
lagar, said that the naval boats were
also shelling Vadamarachi. He said
that leaflets had been dropped over the
area yesterday, asking the civilian
population to take their belongings
and leave the area.

A military spokesman said that cur-
few had been clamped over Jaffna and
Kilinochchi, but did not provide any
details of the military operations in
progress. Other reliable reports indi-
cate that the Air Force has launched a
major air operation to clear LTTE
positions in the peninsula, but there
has been no offensive on the ground.

The Tigers fear that the Sri Lankan
Armed Forces might be getting ready
to launch a second Vadamarachi op-
eration, using the preoccupation of the
international community with the Gulf
War as cover.

Military officials here were unable to
econfirm or deny that operations were
under way in the two neighbouring
districts, considered to be the main
strongholds of the militants.

A military spokesman, however,
said Air Force planes attacked LTTE
positions around the Elephant Pass
army camp, on the Jaffna-Kilinochchi
border for the second day yesterday
after the militants fired mortars and
small arms at the camp.

In other incidents reported during
the last 48 hours, seven militants were
Kifled in separate clashes with the

forces in the north-east, while troops
recovered 30 mines in an operation at
Morichchikadu in the Wilpattu game
sanctuary in north-western Puttlam
district, adjacent to Mannar district in
the north.

The Sri Lanka Government should
not miss the opportunity of finding a
negotiated solution to the vexed ethnic
problem with the LTTE, declaring a
unilateral ceasefire, the Indian High
Commissioner, Mr. N.N. Jha said on

Sunday. (The Hindu)

violence - unleashed by the Janatha
Vimukthj Peramuna (JVP) and by an
awesome campaign of counter-violence
by government forces accompanied by
unmitigated brutality. Death squads
reportedly associated with the security
forces went about the country carrying
out executions at will and in large
numbers. Piles of burning bodies on
roadsides and bodies floating in rivers
became a gruesomely familiar sight
and thousands of young men simply
disappeared.

Official silence and inaction on the
question of the missing persons and
the government’s failure to institute
investigations gave rise to the forma-
tion of the Mothers’ Front which repre-
sents the victims of the security forces
as well as those of the JVP.

IN BRIEF

% Because of shortage of wheat flour,
the price of bread in the Jaffna penin-
sula has skyrocketed beyond the reach
of the people. The ‘inventive Jaffna
man’ has found an alternative. Bread
made of Palmyrah root flour at a
cheaper price has come to the market.
In the absence of kerosine or electric-
ity, margosa oil (oil extracted from
seeds of margosa fruits) is being com-
monly used to light lamps.

* -Is it true (a) that a house belonging
to the family of a Tamil doctor living in
the UK was ‘taken over’ recently; (b)
that this house was situated in a large
compound in Anaikoddai in the Jaffna
peninsula; (c) that this house has been
completely demolished; (d) that a large
prison complex is being built on this
land; (e) that questions are being
raised as to who the likely inmates of
this prison will be.

VARSITY INTAKE INCREASED

The government has decided to in-
crease the overall student in-take into
universities from 6500 to 9300 com-
mencing with the 1990-91 batch. An
additional Rs. 100 million had been
allocated by the government for this
purpose and during the years 1992 and
1993 this amount would be enhanced
to Rs. 200 million and Rs. 300 million
respectively. There will be a 40 per
cent increase in the in-take for all
university courses in 1990-91, Educa-
tion and Higher Education Minister,
Lalith Athulathmudali announced re-
cently.

He told the weekly Cabinet news
conference that in the admission policy
there was always a problem between
merit and equity.

At present it was on 30 per cent on
all-island merit, 65 per cent on district
quota and 5 per cent to disadvan-
tageous areas.

That had been operating since 1980
and there had always been a complaint

that people obtaining higher marks
were kept out while those in disadvan-
tageous areas were given a place.

It was unfair to deprive those who
had not got a place under the old
system of their due place under the
new set-up as well. .

The balancing was being done
through increased in-take of students
to universities.

The Minister noted that the admis-
sion of students from the plantation
sector was also being gone into.

It had also been decided to set up
nine University colleges in the nine
districts by latest, December 31, 1991.

All those colleges would be opened
simultaneously, Rs. 35 million had
been allocated for that.

It would be a freer system and the
programmes of work will be different.
Those colleges would be linked to a
parent university which would issue
the certificates. There will be no differ-
ence in the type of certificates issued.
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A Surrealist Essay :

The ‘Self’ as Obstacle to
Peace i m Lanka

G. Ramesh

(Paper presented in a Seminar [Octo-
ber 7-10, 1990] on Obstacles to Peace in

Sri Lanka, organised by Minority’

Rights Group, Swedish Section, Up-
psala, Sweden).

To philosophise on such a multi-
dimensional tragedy will be futile some
would say. Nevertheless it is true,
thought exists as a discipline, some-
times according to the discursive needs
of institutions and at other times as
something which undercuts these very
needs. This irony of thought is a joke,
pure and simple. Hence to philosophise
in the face of such a tragedy is also a
joke, a cruel one at that.

What if I divide the tragedy as
cruelty, brutality or inhumanity on the
one hand and retain the sensibility of
joking to myself on the other? If I leave
it at that, it would only mean that I
would be absolved of all responsibility
of participation in the tragedy. And
since joking is an inevitable part of all
culture, including Tamil just as it
forms part of the unconscious of a
person, I take it that this paper can be
read out.

This paper is necessarily meant to be
a strategic diversion while thinking on

the condition of the Tamils of Lanka., e

Strategic, because any exercise of this
kind has to contend with the militarist
self as a phenomenon amongst the
Sinhalas and then amongst the
Tamils. Diversionary, because apart
from offering narratological analyses,
it may yet fail in doing its bit in terms
of contributing towards the sedimenta-
tion of a political solution to the prob-
lems which have been faced by the
Tamils of Lanka.

Then, is all that being said here only
a reality on paper? This is a question
that everyone here, including myself,
would be tempted to ask. While wait-
ing for your answers, I must steal the
magical words of Gabriel Marcia-
Marquez, who said eight years ago at
Stockholm, that the prize he was about
to receive was more for the monstrous
reality of Latin America, and not just
for its expression in literature of which
he is an acknowledged master. Such a
reality lives within him he said, while
declaring himself as but one cipher
more, singled out by fortune.

My own position can be no different.

Rebels and renegades intellectuals and
criminals, ideologues and butchers, di-
plomats and prostitutes, warriors and
scoundrels, chauvinists and peddlars,
singers and destitutes, deserters and
betrayers, all creatures of an unbridled
reality, have been part of what I have
been exposed about Lanka. Yet these
lives have so far been rendered all too
human and believable. I have not yet
found an imagination which can freeze
this monstrous reality in a narrative. If
imagination has not helped me exactly,
it is because I have also played out the
role of a watcher despite my veneer of
activism in support of Tamils. This has
only meant that I was being then
absolved of the responsibility which I
have talked of here.

At least now, it must be declared
that there are only participants in the
tragedy that is Lanka. There are no
watchers. There cannot be, period.

Thus no one can approach Lanka in
a way similar to the one explicated in
Stalker, made by the Soviet film-
maker Andrei Tarkovsky, no stranger
to Sweden. The film talks of a person
approaching a strange geographical
problem-zone somewhere in Siberia.
- Something similar to the situation of a
journalist, a photographer, a diplomat,
an intellectual going to Lanka. The
zone is a crisis which needs to be
resolved, and the watching starts. A
cold objectivity towards their object of
analyses is maintained at least till the
project is executed. Tarkovsky lets his
hero approach the zone everytime af-
ter sleep, to ensure that the metaphor
of unconscious gets through. As far as
the visitor to Lanka is concerned the
unconscious slowly comes to the fore
and he/she gets fast dissatisfied with
his/her narrative profession. Just as in
Stalker, this is faced by taking re-
course to an aesthetics or poetics of the
zone. Either the final product, which is
quite apart from the professional pro-
ject, is a novel, written in times far
removed from ours. Or it becomes a
question of life and death as it did
happen to a close friend. In order to
give vent to the guilt and resentment
about her role as the watcher, a be-
lated realisation of the involvement in
the tragedy.

The zone does not ultimately allow
the hero of Stalker any space. The

perfect modernist that he is, the hero is
rejected by it. Once a watcher, the hero
is unable to take the position of a
storyteller of a bizarre encounter —
someone who is willing to acknowledge
his role as a participant in several
possible ways in the tragedy, of having
worked through the logics of various
narratives contributing to the tragedy,
of living through the metaphors which
work their way out through the
tragedy to its very finale.

The position, I am urging you to
adopt is that of the storyteller in
Roshomon, one of the films of Japanese
veteran Akira Kurasowa, in which a
murder is retold as a multitude of
possibilities, each outsmarting the
other. Here, murder is sought to be
made more and more logical, but sud-
denly a ghost in the form of a medium
brings home the fact that murder can
be irrational and the phenomenon is
everyone’s responsibility. That is mur-
der, as a phenomenon, once again
brings home the fact that the human
subject eternally faces the threat of
closure. There are only tales and tales
of murders. Death, even as an induced
phenomenon, becomes opened up as a
battleground for newer and newer in-
terpretations.

Yet, even in Roshomon, only a ghost,
in the form of a medium, narrates the
murder which has taken place. There
is no narrative voice, in the form of a
mad gypsy, which can be found in
Garcia-Marquez ‘One Hundred Years
of Solitude’, or that of the madman in
his master William Faulkner’s ‘Sound
and the Fury’, or that of the mad other,
in the Tamil novel ‘Naalai Matrumoru
Naale’ (Tomorrow is yet another day)
by G. Nagarajan.

To put the question in the right tone,
let me ask: what would be the lan-
guage of a madman, say, in Jaffna, or
Trincomalee, or Colombo to describe
the ongoing madness of war? We simp-
ly have no clue. Or let us ask a
question more acceptable. How would
a person going mad amongst the
Tamils view the slow degeneration of a
liberation struggle into a seemingly
endless spiral of war and its agony? We
simply have no clue to his language,
either of memory or expectancy, of the
past or the future.

We may have an answer in the form
of persons in the Jaffna peninsula who
had lost their balance of time and
space, at least temporarily, in the face
of an unexpected offensive by the Indi-
an troops beginning October 1987.
With their hopes, however naive, of the
Indian good having collapsed, they had
no language to fall back upon and
simply went mad. The fact it was not
confined to the naive must be recorded
in the person of yet another close
friend who teaches in the University of
Jaffna.

- I would sayhthat their madness was
proportionate to their unconscious be-
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liefs fashioned on the innate goodness
of India. Their academic and political
education, if any, which may have
rubbed their beliefs only on the sur-
face, had not been of much worth here.
The madness of the Indian offensive
and the atrocities of Indian troops
things which were beyond question in
India. If it was gquestioned, ‘you must
be mad, are you joking?" retorted Th
Jayakanthan, the most progressivist,
didactic and popular realist writer of
late 20th Century Tamil. He went to
the extent of declaring in a public
meeting at Madras that persons be
sent to sexuvally assaull women com-
panions of those in Tamil Nadu who
were charging the Indian troops with
committing atrocities.

Thus, the two logics, one not being
able to question within the rationale of
the Indian occupation, and the other,
well on its way towards justifying the
same, reciprocate each other in several
ways, It must be noted here that such
logics, which are of course sentimental-
Iy opposed to each other, can co-exist,
reciprocate and even perpetuate each
other. These are the logics of reaction
not only in Tamil society but else-
where, which have killed any possible
residue of genuineness. in action in
resolving what could have existed just
a political issue.

1 had stated that we simply have no
clues as to what a madman would have
to say about the logic leading to the
present state-of-affairs. This is surely
because, during the last few years, all
deaths and murders have become too
rational. Murder or death, this way or
the other, of a militant or a soldier, of a
Tamil or a Sinhala, of a dissenter or a
moderale, operates as sheer cold logic,
set out to make a point, illustrate a
strategy, legitimise a lanpuage, fulfil
the terms of an illusion of an agree-
ment. So much so that it now hardly
matters as to which player is making
the current move and why. It is simply
an unendgame of chess, with the play-
ers in need of a new language, a
face-saving formula called the draw, or
at least an adjournment of a ceasefire,
to give relief to the weary. pieces made
to tumble out of the board into the Palk
Straits and elsewhere.

But, is the fascination of the play of
death something that easy to resist? Is
it the justifiable feeling that someone
else is always making sly moves, to
jump to the centrestape?

| may be cautioned here, rightly so,
of giving much less importance to the
logic of repression of a chauvinist
majority of Sinhalas and the logic of
revolt of & tormented minority of
Tamils. I amaware of the fact that this
narrative of distinetion, having its own
space and time, nevertheless has its
validity if and only if the logic of revolt
has an element of universality, of all
minorities, here and elsewhere. In the
language of mathematics, it is a neces-
sary and sufficient condition, an

apriori cognitive structure for the
narrative of any revolt to assume an
universal tone,

From what I had stated, it should
not be hard to prasp that even such a
logic may exclude the speech of such
marginal characters integral to any
culture as the madman, the joker, the
wanderer ete. Yet, logics of revolt has
been and can be sensitive enough to
sustain to find one within the other—a
plurality of narratives and maintain
the ever-tenuous balance between san-
ity and madness, life and death, realms
of private and the public ete, and not
compress one into the other or estab-
lish clearcut distinctions between
them.

For instance, it is necessary to retain
and not suppress the inclusive voice of
moderation despite the severest of pro-
vocations to do so. Moderation tells us
when a struggle, which had graduated
to the level of force, can degenerate
into a fullscale war excluding the very
people by whom the struggle was once
launched. Moderation tells us when to
arrest a revolt when it degenerates
into an irredeemable chessgame. Mod-
eration tells us what language must be
spoken and what must be avoided in
particular contexts. Moderation tells
us that the heterogenuity and plural-
ity of the culture, on whose behalf the
struggle is launched, are strenpths and
not weaknesses to be exploited and
domesticated.

Thus, the logic of revolt has to be
inclusive il it has to be universal and
not the other way, It has to respect all
minorities, within and without, if it
still wants to stake its claim to univer-
sality.

I must also mention here that the
inclusion [ have spoken of is not in the
realm of articulation, but in the realm
of action, because it is sheer indignity
not to let the concerned minorities
speak and to insist on speaking on
their behalf.

But what is obtained today is not a
narrative of inclusions, but a moral
geography vis-a-vis the narratives on
Lanka. This kind of moral geography
has taken ' over long ago, but has also
let itself pass away behind the screen
of militant revolt. That is there are
different sets of morals working for the
North, the East and the South (and
possibly one for the plantation areas).
This moral geography can also be
extended to India (and Tamil Nadu).

As has already been stated, moral
pgeography by exclusions and media, as
an apparatus most easily available for
all the players in the pame, whether
they are in Jaffna, Colombo, New
Delhi or London, offers itself as the
vehicle of this. moral geography.

It iz one thing to accuse the media,
both Lankan and Indian, of lying in
the face of truth as evidenced in the
countless limitless campaigns against
the Tamils, including the present war.

The media certainly aspires to erect
opaque narratives —-of lies, as some
would say. However, it must be noted
that just as the cold logic of militancy
perpetuates the reciprocity of murders,
the media’s narratives are sustained.
Their sustenance 15 not because of
their veracity or truth content, but due
to their everydayness, newsiness, in
the face of a history that is mute,

In other words, the media, especially
the electronic ones, lie: they are lying
and they know it, and they know, that
we know, and we know they know that
we know, and nothing changes, be-
cause of this everydayness involved.
Thus media narrative is the history
that keeps forgiving, perpetually so.

I have seen thiz happen time and
again. When the Lankan and Indian
media went ahead to celebrate the July
1987 agreement between the two gov-
ernments as a ‘solution te the Tamil
problem’. Or when Prabhakaran’s
death and his resurrection were
announced in quick succession by them
in July 1989. Or later when the Lank-
an media declared the mystery killing
of Hohana Wijeweera in one epiphanic
tone of revenge. Or when during the
pullout of Indian troops in late 1989
when Chief Minister Varadaraja
Perumal obliquely referred to the
deaths of scores of Tamils at the hands
of Indian troops ‘as a sacrifice made by
us to win our rights’ — something
which he would not comment upon
during the Indian cccupation of Lanka.
Or when Rajiv Gandhi wanted to
usurp the hero's role by signing an
apreement (a unique act not hecause of
its destined failure due to circumstan-
tial reasons, but because of its very
indignity of speaking for someone
elsel, Or when he declared in north
India' after losing the 1989 elections
that the new government in Delhi had
delayed the pullout of Indian troops
and was wasting Indian lives in Lanka, -
and at the same breath, said at Madras
that the new pgovernment was not
interested in saving Tamils since it
was pulling out too fast.

Hence, the very presence of media |
underscores an impulse to redeem the
past, forgive history, in a nostalgic and
flippant manner. That is the media is
able to present history as the listener
would be able to have it according to
the prevalent moral geography, creat-
ing an epistemology and ethics of its
WL

(To be continued)
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First Floor 081-503 5034 Phone: 081-451 2902 081-459 8589

484 Katherine Road
Forest Gate
London E7

Open 7 days a week 7.00am to 11.00pm
WE DON'T CLAIM TO BE No.1 BUT WE ARE SECOND TO NONE

Glen
Carriers Limited

14, Allied Way, Off Warple Way, Acton, London W3 0RQ
Tel: 081-740 8379, 081-749 0595, 081-743 7353
Fax: 081-740 4229 Tix: 929657 GLENCA G

Colombo Agent

Laksiri Seva
(Pvt.) Ltd;

VAT Free tropicalised goods supplies
for export.

We also handle Commercial Cargo.
We collect we pack, we insure.

TRAVEL

— Sales Agent for Air Lanka.

We offer you most economical &
competitive fares, on all schedule
flights to Sri Lanka and other
worldwide destinations.

- SHIPPING

— We offer you personalised service in
London and Colombo, Customs
clearance outside the port at our
agent’s Laksiri Seva Bonded
Warehouse. Vehicles available to
Transport your goods to any
destination,

OUR CHARGES g3

— 1st 5 cu. ft. or Tea Chest £20.00
Additional Tea Chest £17.50 or
£3.50 per cu. ft.

AIR FREIGHT =

— Unaccompanied Baggage regularly
to Colombo and other destinations.

CARRIERS =
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TIGERS HAND OVER
POLICE PRISONER

On Thai Pongal day on
14.1.91 the LTTE handed
over a Police Prisoner of
War to the head of the ICRC
team in Jaffna.

Also the dead body of
Police Sergeant Karunar-

atne (1152) was handed over °

to the ICRC team head on
the same day by the LTTE.
. A press note issued by the
ICRC team in Jaffna stated
that the ICRC team saw 43
Sinhalese policemen who
were in the custody of the
LTTE from June 1990, on
the 10th of January. After
seeing these men the ICRC
requested the LTTE to re-
lease one person from
amongst them on humanita-
rian grounds for medical
reasons.

The ICRC note said that
the LTTE acceded to the
ICRC request and released
the prisoner.

It is learnt that the pris-
oner released by the ICRC is
Police Constable Nagaratne

(No. 5434) aged 54 who was
attached to the Oddusuddan
Police Station at the time of
his capture. He is stated to
be from Ratnapura

The LTTE also handed
over to the ICRC team the
dead body of another police
prisoner, Police Sergeant
Karunaratne (No. 1152)
aged 50. It is learnt that
Karunaratne died on 9th
January as a result of a
heart attack.

Police Sergeant Karunar-
atne was attached to the
Mannar Police Station at
the time of his capture and
is stated to be a native of
Hettipola in the Kurunegala
District.

It is further learnt that
the ICRC team in turn
handed over the dead body
of the Police Sergeant Karu-
naratne and the sick const-
able, Nagaratne, to the
Security Personnel of the
Government of Sri Lanka.

No Confidence in Commission
on ‘Disappeared’

The Organization of Parents
and Family Members of the
Disappeared, states in a
press release that they have
little or no confidence in the
so called ‘Independent Com-
mission’ appointed by the
government to inquire into
the disappearances and kill-
ings in the country.

The release states they
clamoured for the appoint-
ment of an independent
commission, to investigate
crimes, atrocities and the
denial of human rights dur-
ing the recent past, compris-

ing members from opposi-<*

tion political parties, trade
unions and human rights
organisations in addition to
the members appointed by
the government.

‘The present commission *

)
X

will only look into future |
crimes whereas our request °

was to look into all such
crimes in the recent past

within a specified period. .

For these reasons we
emphatically say that we
have no confidence in the
proposed commission of in-
quiry’, it adds.

4000 WEAPON-HOLDERS
TO BE PROSECUTED

The government has de-
cided to take legal action
against over 4000 persons,
including a number of politi-
cians who are still holding
onto the weapons issued by
the government for their
protection during the height
of the JVP’s scourge of ter-
ror and violence.

These persons who also
include several Provincial
Council members and activ-
ists of the ruling United

National Party (UNP) had
refused to accede to repe-
ated requests by the govern-
ment to hand over their
weapons, senior Defence
officials said.

‘We set a deadline (Janu-
ary 25) and on its expiry the
police have been instructed
to refer all such cases to
courts’, Plantation Indus-
tries Minister and State
Minister for Defence, Ran-
jan Wijeratne says.

It is understood that over
4000 arms still remain to be
surrendered as repeated
pleas by the government to
hand them over had
apparently been ignored.

As a high-ranking defence
official explained, there was
no need to hold on to the
weapons given during the
orgy of ‘subversive’ violence
any longer as normalcy had
been restored with the
crushing of the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP).

All police stations in the
country have now been
alerted to institute immedi-
ate legal action against
those retaining these arms,
which have now been
termed ‘illegal’. Moves had
already commenced in that
direction, the official said.

‘We will be dealing with

them through legal means
as they had failed to comply

with a government request
to hand back the arms’,
Minister Ranjan Wijeratne
said. ‘There is no need to
retain such arms any lon-
ger. It is our objective to cut
down the use of weapons by
civilians to the barest mini-
mum. Emphasis should be
laid on a ‘gun-free atmos-
phere’,” Mr. Wijeratne
added. )

The system of issuing gun
licenses through GAs had
also been scrapped by the
government and giving
arms and ammunition to
civilians would be deter-
mined by four committees
(including a national and
provincial one). They would
scrutinise all applications
for weapons and grant
approval for issue only after
all four committees had
given the green light on a
step-by-step basis, .author-
itative sources said.

1441 Servicemen Killed
Since June 1990

Cabinet spokesman Ranjan
Wijeratne said on 31 Janu-
ary that 1441 police and
security personnel had
either been killed or re-
ported missing in action
since hostilities broke out
between the government
and the LTTE on June 11
last year.

In addition to that 1981

personnel were injured dur-
ing this period but 1,309 had
been discharged from hos-
pital. Only 672 of them were
still hospitalised. v

The Minister added- that:
270 service personnel had
lost their legs and they had
been provided with artificial
limbs.

ONE DEAD & 90 INJURED IN
PRISON VIOLENCE

Riots in the Magazine Pris-
on at Borella left one JVP
detenu dead and scores of
others hospitalized when
prison guards allegedly
assaulted them, eye witnes-
ses said.

Legal and Prison Reforms
Minister, Tyronne Fernando
said he was informed of the
prison riots but dismissed
the possibiity of any com-
munal undertones in the in-
cident. Justice Ministry
Secretary when contacted
said he had called for a full
report on the incident from
the Prisons Commissioner.

Prisons Commissioner
H.G. Dharmadasa said, a
prisoner was assaulted by a
Jailer and subsequently pris-
on officers baton-charged
the prisoners, resulting in
one prisoner being killed.

Reporters visited the in-

jured at the General Hospit
al, Colombo. A victim, Sunil
Karunaratne (25, a third
year student at Peradeniya
who hails from Tangalle)
said a new jailer had abused
the detenues in filth when
he had locked them up at
5.30pm. The very same jail-
er had repeatedly abused
them again the following
morning at 6.00am when he
opened their cells, Karunar-
atne added.

Among the detenues,
Karunaratne said, was a
talkative one by the name of
Manawadu who had
cautioned this jailer saying,
‘after all we are all human,
why do you abuse us?’

The jailer who had taken
offence is alleged to have:
struck Manawadu several
times, until the other de-

Continued on Page 21
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We welcome you to our newly opened Sri Lankan cum Indian

Mini Super Market. A spacious convenient store brings i

several new facilities to Sri Lankans & Indians in the United
Kingdom and living overseas

* Variety of Sri Lankan & Indian foods available retail & wholesale

* Fresh vegetables and frozen sea foods at low prices

(Squid, Prawns, Shark, Crab, and different kinds of fish)

* Original Indian stainless steel utensils

(Kudam, Kuthuvilakku, Paneersembu, Idli, Puttu, Thosai, Appam,
Vaddai and all kinds of pots)

* Electrical appliances & fancy goods .

(National & Sanyo Rice cookers of varying capacities,

Prestige products, fans, wall clocks, rain lamps)

* Religious items — Pictures of Luxmi, Murugan, Ganapathy, Siva,
Saraswathy and frames;

Sandal wood powder, Kungumam, Holy Ash, incense, Joss Sticks,
Oil lamp wicks, Saffron

* Large selection of Tamil audio cassettes — new.& old releases
& devotional

{Echo, Pyramid, Bharat, Eagle, Gold productions)

* Large selection of Tamil, Hindi compact discs (Oriental, AVM,
Lahari, EMI, T)

* Old and new Tamil video films available for overseas sales only.
Classified films on hire L
* Tamil & English magazines & newspapers available for sale

285 High Street North, Manor Park, London E2 6SL
Tel: 081-471 5742

Open Monday to Saturday 9.00 a.m. to 9.00 p.m.
Sunday 9.00 am. to 6.00 p.m.

OLD PATRICIANS

~ DINNER-DANCE
Saturday, 23rd March, 1991, 7.00pm till midnight

At: Wandsworth Civic Suite:
Wandsworth High Street - London S.W.18 *

Rev. Fr. T. E. T. Rajan

Ravi, Radha and friends
Francis & friends
Mr. Ladislaus & friends

and many more acts by children
- DANCE TO THE TUNE OF LIVE RAND ‘REFLECTIONS’
with Baila King A.E. Manoharan, Siva Sri-Kumar & Visaka

% PRIZES AND COMPETITIONS LICENCED BAR AND SNACKS #*°
Tickets £10 (including dinner)
. (Children under sixteen free)

(Aiftnet‘ proceeds to be donated towards St. Patrick’s education and
rehabilitation of the physically handicapped of the ethnic conflict)

Guest of Honour:
Guest Artists:

For further information and tickets telephone:

Mr. Nihal Pancratius 081-640 2947 or 081-640-0271
081-685 1445 Mr. V. Sabaratnam  0293-547032
081-903 3249 Mr. S.K. Sathianathan 0283-41269
081-866-9039 Mr. J.S. Albert 0734-417042

. 0293-884357 Mr. S.R. Philips 081-852 2376
081-393 2474 Mr. P. Nadarajah 0244-831790
081-540 7925 Mr. J. Niranjan 081-540 0621
081-952 4151 Mr. Bosco Bastian 081-949 5736
081-683 1921 Dr. Bala Canagasabai 081-524 0709
081-690 3341 Mr. Vijeyakumar 081-572 3302
081-771 8284 Mr. M.P. Francis 081-951 0411
081-661 2458 Mr. J. Arulanandam  081-203 6998
0737-771966

For further written information and details
The Co-ordinator for the Programme 23rd March,
... 158 Ashbourne Avenue, Mitcham, Surrey, CR4 2BB

ALL PATRICIANS, THEIR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS ARE WELCOME

Amir

Antons

Mr. R. Manmathan
Mr. Mark Peter
Dr. N. Rubakumar
Mr. D. Paul

Mr. P. Francis

Mr. Anton Ligory
Mr. AE. Joseph
Mr. Vilvarajah

Mr. J.V. Louis

Mr. S. Emmanuel

Mail orders welcome
PERMA '

g! INTERNATIONAL

13 Burnley Road, London NW10 1ED

2 masar Ulgwunewd FLEHsEhECET
QNG IZEIR&EERE GLU  GQIUIHL &2ar
ABUUCaIT Tewiw HAH KL &en..

SHIPPING

Seafreight — £12.50 per tea chest
or £2.50 per cu.ft (No Minimum)
Shipment every four weeks.
Goods cleared on your behalf in Colombo
Collection arranged within Greater London

TRAVEL

Competitive airfares to Colombo,
Far East, USA & Canada, Australia
& all other destinations worldwide

For friendly, courteous and reliable service,
contact: Percy Jayawardena (Shipping) or
Raja Ragunathan (Travel)

Telephone:
081-208 2431 or 081-208 4510

Fax: 081-208 1882; Telex: 896462 INFORM G

Lambeth Leisure Services

LABETH
SERUICES

WELL WORTH
DEFENDING
PSR

presents

Cultures in Exile

Friday March 22nd ,1991
FOCUS ON ERITREA

— in association with the Eritrean Culturai Group

-5

Saturdasr\i\;laréh 23rd 1’991
TAMILS OF SRI LANKA

in association with the South London Tamil Welfare Group

VENUE: Surrey Hall, Binfield Road, SW4
TUBE: Stockwell

Tickets: £3.50 £1.00 (under 14)
Box Office 071-738 3801 Details: 071-926 9343/4
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NEWS ROUND-UP

@ THE AIRFORCE bombed and destroyed what the security
forces claimed as one of the LTTE's arms factories close to
Kilinochchi in northern Sri Lanka on 12 January.

® IN DRAWING President Premadasa’s attention to the
acute shortage of food and medicines in the Tamil areas,
Vasudeva Nanayakkara MP has stated in a letter that it
was the responsibility of the government to feed and
provide medical treatment to the people. Conflicts between
the interests of the military wing and the obligations of a
civilian government are inevitable at times such as the
present. If it is assumed or claimed that the LTTE grabs a
part of anything sent to the north, is it the government's
argument that the people there should not be fed or
treated? The government was trying to starve the Tigers by
starving the general population, the letter added.

® THE SRl LANKAN NAVY on 12 January intercepted
nearly 200 Indian fishing craft in the northern seas off the
coast of Delft islands and were ordered to turn back.

@ TWO SOLDIERS, identified as Cpl. Priyantha aged 25
and H.M. Muthubanda were killed and one, A.M. Thiriban-
da, was seriously injured on 13 January in clashes between
government forces and LTTE cadres at Chenkalady in
eastern Sri Lanka,

@ THE DEAD BODY of a youth who was reported to be
missing from December 28 was found with injuries in a pit
in a jungle in the Meetivagoda area in south Sri Lanka. The
sister of the youth identified the body as that of her brother
G.5. Neelhumara aged 21.

@ A SENIOR NEURO SURGEON, Dr. N. Subramaniam, of
the Colombo General Hospital collapsed and died on 13
January after climbing four flights of steps to see a patient.
At the time of the incident, there was no lift operator to
enable the surgeon to get to his patient. Several employees
had left the hospital under the government's early retire-
ment scheme which came into effect recently. Within a
month 281 hospital emplovees took advantage of the
scheme badly disrupting the services in the hospital. Dr.
Subramaniam was described by his colleagues as a dedi-
cated neurn surgeon who personally and regularly took care
of the patients under his care,

@ A SRI LANKA NAVY ‘Dvora’ surveillance craft is reported
to have captored a boat with 680 gallons of petrol allegedly
belonpging to the LTTE on 14 January five miles off the
Madhagal coast in northern Sri Lanka,

® TWO LANKAN SOLDIERS were reportedly drowned
while crossing the lagoon in the course of an operation by
government forces with air support against alleged LTTE
hideouts at Karadiyanaru in eastern Sri Lanka on 13
January, The State Minister for Defence claimed during a
press briefing in Colombo on 17 January that 33 LTTE
cadres were killed in operations by government forces in
Thoppigala in the east.

#® THE MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT has assured Sri Lanka
that any amount of crude oil at concessionary rates could be
made available if oil supplies from the Middle-East were
disrupted due to the Gulf crisis. Currently Malaysia is
supplying 300,000 tonnes of crude oil to Sri Lanka under an
agreement between the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation and
Malaysian Petrowas Company.

® SECURITY SOURCES claimed that personnel of the
Special Task Force on 15 January in the course of a military
encounter attacked and ‘destroyed what was deseribed as
ane of the forward bases of the LTTE at Thirukeil in
Amparai in eastern Sri Lanka. In ancther incident on the
previous day the same sources claimed that at least ten
“Tiger cadres’ were killed in the course of a round-up
operation at Meeyankulam in Batticaloa and a large haul of
weapons, explosives and vehicles recovered,

@ THE GOVERNMENT is to introduce legislation shortly to
invalidate all improper alienations of Land Reform Com-

mission's lands made to private individuals from the date
the Land Reform Law came into effect in 1972. The
Committee which investigated ‘into land alienations had
found thal lands allotted to many individuals had been
undervalued, or based on nepotism or favouritism or in
flagrant violation of the criteriz’ lnid down by law. A
government press release stated that it had been compelled
to take this step in view of the alleged fraudulent nature of
the large number of sales, transfers leases, exchanges ete. of
LRC invested lands.

# A LARGE GROUP OF REFUGEES numbering 1261
persons, men, women, young and old, from the northern
Jaffna peninsula arrived in Vavuniya on 18 January. From
1 January up to this date over 3000 persons reached
Vavuniya from Jaffna, sources from there reported.

® SECURITY SOURCES claimed that a leader of the
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JWP) who is alleged to have
had connections with 54 murders was arrested by the
Kalatura Central Anti-Subversive Unit on 19 January. The
arrested person is identified as H. Srimal de Silva Abeywar-
dene who reportedly operated under several aliases such as
Privantha, Duminda and Sunimal.

@ DUE TO THE GULF WAR, Air Lanka is to operate all its
west-bound flights mostly over Russian air space and
departure times also have been changed.

@ SIX ALLEGED LTTE cadres are reported to have drowned
in the Hulandawa Oya river in Moneragala when they
attempted to cross the lake in & small boat which capsized
during a storm. According to Special Task Foree Comman-
dant Lionel Karunasena, the two bodies with cyanide
capsules which had already been recovered were those of
the LTTE's Amparai District political leader '‘Castro’ and
his bodyguard ‘Dennis’. Reportedly six men had attempted
to cross the lake from Komari into Moneragala.

& ELEPHANT PASS ARMY camp in northern Sri Lanka
came under mortar, grenade and machine gun attack by
the Tigers on 20 January, Government forces are reported
to have repulsed the attack with aerial bombing and
strafing and artillery fire against LTTE positions. Mean-
while, the airforce planes bombed and strafed alleged LTTE
bases in the Kilinochchi district where an indefinite curfew
was imposed.

@ THE SRI LANKAN NAVY on 20 January intercepted and
captured, a mechanised boat allegedly belonging to the
LTTE with four of its occupants offering little resistance
three miles ofl the coast of Valvettiturai in northern Sri
Lanka. The boat was reportedly returning from Koddiyar in
south India and was carrying a large number of cans of
diesel, batteries usable to detonate landmines and a
quantity of Indian lubricants bearing the brand name
‘Bharat Actuma Super’,

@ SRI LANKA IS SET to lose an estimated one hundred
million rupees a month in foreign remittances from Sri
Lankan workers employed in west Asian and Middle-
Eastern countries should the Gulf war continue. These Sri
Lankan expatriate workers brought in at least ‘an esti-
mated Re. 1.2 billion rupees annually.

® THREE MUSLIM PASSENGERS wers shot dead and
some others were injured on 22 January when a private bus
travelling from Batticaloa to Pollonnaruwa was subjected to
gun fire by an unidentified gang at Kandymalai in Kiran in
eastern Sri Lanka. _

® TWENTY-SEVEN SINHALA villagers comprising 15 chil-
dren, seven women and five men were shot and hacked to
death and nine more were seriously injured in a 3.00am
attack on 23 January by a gang of several dozen men in the
remote village of Bogamuyaya situated four miles off Maha
Oya-Pollonnaruwa Road. Security sources . accused the
Tigers of this massacre. On their way to attack the village,
the gang is reported to have fired at two bunkers cccupied
by army and police personnel in the course of which several
soldiers and policemen were injured.

Continued on Page 20
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Continued from Page 19

©® THE GOVERNMENT has decided to amend the Air Force
Act to suspend from service airforce personnel involved in
attacks on the public, rape, robbery, house breaking and
similar offences without pay until completion of legal
processes. Currently those under suspension for such
alleged offences were entitled to receive their salaries
unlike those belonging to the armed forces and the police.

@® PARENTS AND KINSMEN of missing persons in the
Batticaloa district were sending him about twentyfive
letters a day requesting him to assist in finding out the fate
ot their missing family members; distraught parents and
kinsfolk had to be told what befell their children and family
members; some people had exploited the misery of dis-
traught parents and collected money to find their lost
children; the Batticaloa district was most unfortunate in
these times as disappearances were still continuing, Mem-
ber of Parliament, Mr. Prins Casinader (TULF) said in
Parliament on 25 January.

@ SEVENTYFIVE Tamil speaking Muslims from eastern Sri
Lanka were recently inducted to the regular force of the Sri
Lankan Army. These new recruits are to be deployed in the
east alongside the other forces ‘in the war against the
LTTE'.

@® A SOLDIER WAS KILLED and two army personnel
including an Army Captain identified as K.M.R.P. Karuna-
tillake and two more policemen were injured when Tigers
activated a claymore landmine on 29 January at Kumbur-
umoolai junction on the Valachchenai-Batticaloa Road. The
Captain and other personnel were travelling in a jeep from
Valaichchenai to Batticaloa when the landmine exploded.
Following the incident, fierce gun battles took place in the
Batticaloa town between combined police and army units
and the Tigers lasting several hours. In separate incidents,
a joint army-police patrol came under attack from Tigers in
the Chenkaladi area, and the office of the Superintendent of
Police, offices of the Deputy Inspector General of Police and
the Batticaloa District Judge’s bungalow were subjected to
machine gun fire. On the same day government sources
claimed that an Air Force helicopter strafed a vehicle
allegedly with Red Cross markings at Kodikamam in the
northern Jaffna peninsula after those in the vehicle fired at
the helicopter. b

@ THE SRI LANKA AIR FORCE is continuing its bombing
raids in northern areas of Sri Lanka. Three civilians, V.
Maheswaran (30) of Mannar, Elaiyathamby Rathinam (6)
of Kurubasiddy and Ponnampalam Kamalathevy (27) of
Kannathiddy in Jaffna were killed in bombing raids on 25,
26 and 27 January. Lorries carrying relief supplies to the
refugee camps in Mannar district came under attack from
Air Force helicopter gunships on 21 January. In a bombing
raid carried out in Mannar on 27 January, the Roman
Catholic School at Andankulam was severely damaged.

@ THE LTTE in a statement has sought to counter what it
described as false propaganda that the Tigers were forcibly
collecting two gold sovereigns from Tamils and that they
were forcibly taking over their houses. The statement
explains that the gold was being collected only from those
who could afford and that too on a redeemable basis and for
this purpose the people from whom gold is collected are
provided with ‘redeemable bonds’. As to taking over of
houses, they are being done only for the purpose of housing
affected refugees. In the present situation when thousands
of fighters were engaged in a struggle to keep the Sri
Lankan Army at bay, a number of premises are required for
their use and to set up offices to provide services to the
people. Houses belonging to those who live abroad or to
those who leave the area were being taken over only on a
temporary basis.

® TWO PERSONS one a Buddhist monk resident of a
temple in Maradana and the other a Tamil youth from
Batticaloa, were arrested with heroin worth five million
rupees at the Katunayake International Airport on 27
January. The suspects had arrived on an Air Lanka flight
from Madras. The heroin weighing about two kilograms
was found tightly packed and concealed in the false bottom
of a suitcase belonging to the Buddhist monk. Resulting
from the interrogation of the two, the police were reportedly
looking for a well known Colombo millionaire businessman
engaged in the garment trade who is now evading arrest.
The businessman is alleged to be the kingpin behind a
lucrative narcotic syndicate that supplied heroin to the local
market. The Buddhist monk and the Tamil youth were
couriers in the payroll of this businessman. According to
police sources, the Buddhist monk who had made several
trips abroad before was allegedly involved in other rackets
like illegal recruitment for jobs. Under questioning the
monk had confessed that the businessman had offered him
Rs. 25,000 to bring the heroin into the country and to the
Tamil youth another Rs. 10,000.

@ A MINISTERIAL TEAM comprising the State Minister for
Defence, Ranjan Wijeratne, Trade and Commerce Minister,
A.R. Mansoor and State Minister for Ports and Shipping
M.E.H. Mahroof visited several places in Mannar Island on
27 January to assess the security situation. Following this
visit, the team expressed the view that it was safe for the
Muslims who had previously been forced out of Mannar to
now return to their homes. The team had discussions with
leading members of the Tamil community in Mannar who
had expressed the desire to have their fellow Muslims back.

@® GOVERNMENT SOURCES claimed that a LTTE high-
speed boat carrying a large stock of fuel and medicines was
captured with those on board by a Navy Dvora fast-attack
craft ten miles off Point Pedro in northern Jaffna on 30
January. The sources alleged that the boat fitted with two
powerful outboard motors was coming from south India
when it was intercepted by the Navy.

©® PRESIDENT PREMADASA speaking at a recent public
meeting in Colombo said learning all three languages,
Sinhala, Tamil and English would nullify the claim for a
separate homeland for the ‘Tamil speaking people’. If every
person knew Tamil there would not exist a different
category as ‘Tamil speaking people’. that would invalidate
the argument in favour of a separate homeland for ‘Tamil
speaking people’. Then all the people in Sri Lanka would be
Sinhala-Tamil and English speaking people and there
would be no question of a division of the country.

® THE TIGERS BLEW UP a bus carrying a contingent of
army and police personnel at Thiriyai in the Trincomalee
district on 6 February killing at least eight and wounding
28 some of them seriously. The bus, which was travelling
towards Trincomalee from Poodowkattuwa via Thiriyai at
the time of the incident, was ripped apart by a landmine
which was triggered off by remote control.

® THE TIGERS attacked an army post in Weli Oya in the
Mullaitivu district killing nine soldiers and critically
wounding four others on 7 February. No details of casual-
ties in the LTTE side are available.

@ AN EIGHT-MEMBER government committee appointed to
evaluate proposals for private TV channels has given the
green light for two channels, a top official said. Two private
enterprises, Maharajah Organisation and Tele Shan will
now proceed with their plans to operate private channels,
subject to code of ethics followed by Rupavahini, Committee
Chairman, Mr. K.A.S. Gunasekera has said. A third
channel, proposed by the Bright Side Network System from
Bermuda is still being closely evaluated by the Committee.
This system offers a satellite transmission which will enable
local viewers to receive foreign programmes via satellites.
The two independent channels which have received the
green light will not be allowed to telecast news programmes
and will be closely monitored by the government.
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tenues came to the victim’s
rescue, Karunaratne said.

He said the jailer con-
cerned immediately whis-
tled for the other jailers and
about 30 of them arrived
with two to three feet long
iron rods.

In the meantime the be-
leaguered victims had
rushed to their section and
began to shout in fear,
Karunaratne said.

The annoyed jailers had
then allegedly ordered them

to come out of their cell in"

batches of five. The prison-
ers Karunaratne said, re-
sponding in fear, came out
as ordered. Two or three
detenues who refused to
come out, were dragged out
of their cells and beaten.

The others were then
beaten, bringing the total
wounded to 90.

Karunaratne also alleged
that a superintendent was
present when they were
being assaulted. The wound-
ed were dragged to the gate
leaving bruises on their
backs, he added.

One of the detainees,
Sunil pleaded with the su-
perintendent for humane
treatment towards them.
The victims, piled one on top
of the other, were taken in a
vehicle to the Prison Hospit-
al. From here, they were
referred to the Accident Ser-
vice and thereafter admitted
to wards 52 and 23. Some
others are hospitalised in
the Prison Hospital itself.
Manawadu, died on admis-
sion.

Joint Oil Search by India & Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka has reached an
agreement with neighbour-
ing India to launch a joint
operation to explore for oil in
the Gulf of Mannar, di-
plomatic and official sources
said. However, it was not
clear whether the two gov-
ernments wanted to go
ahead with such an opera-
tion immediately in view of
the ongoing war in the
North-East.

The Indian High Commis-
sioner, Nagendra Nath Jha
told a gathering of journal-
ists in Colombo about furth-
er talks between India and
Sri Lanka on the oil explora-
tion project in the Gulf of
Mannar, when Indian Fore-
ign Minister, V.C. Shukla
arrives in Sri Lanka tomor-
row. The exploration of oil in
the Gulf of Mannar com-
menced in 1967 during the
regime of Dudley Sena-
nayake. The work was en-
trusted to a French com-
pany which failed to strike
oil. After that Ceylon Pet-
roleum Corporation (CPC)
sought the help of a Russian
State Ageney to continue its
highly ambitious oil explora-
tion which also proved to be
a failure. Later Marathon
Petroleum, an American
Company too tried its luck
but failed to strike oil. Sub-
sequently, a venture group
headed by Cities Service
Houston and the CPC made
a similar attempt failing
again.

However, the CPC is cer-
tain that it could find oil in

the Gulf of Mannar this time
with the help of the Oil and
Natural Gas Company of
India (ONGC). In October,
last year, a senior CPC offi-
cial announced the possibil-
ity of the ONGC carrying
out a joint venture with the
CPC to find oil in block 11
which comprises Palk Bay
and the Gulf of Mannar.

Apart from the joint oil
exploration project on a pro-
duction sharing basis with
the ONGS meeting the costs
of the ‘operation’, Sri Lanka
is to seek the help of India to
carry out a full feasibility
study on the British built
Trincomalee Tank Farm
with the ultimate objective
of rehovating it, sources
said.

The Tank Farm was built
by the British to store fuel
for naval vessels. The facili-
ties were used extensively
during the second world war
by the Allied forces.

Stressing the immediate
need to repair the Tank
Farm built by the British in
Trincomalee the Indian
High Commissioner Jha,
further said that a team of
‘personnel’ from the Indian
QOil Corporation is to come
here to carry out the feasi-
bility study.

However, India’s most
senior diplomat in Colombo
indicated that the two coun-
tries might not rightaway
start repairing all the tanks
in view of the financial
‘problems’. The expenses are
to be met by both sides.

SRI LANKA TO SEEK $450 MILLION
FROM IMF

Sri Lanka, expecting a se-
vere beating this year from
the Gulf crisis through re-
duced worker remittances
and depressed tea and other
exports to the region, is now
certain to seek an Enhanced
Structural Adjustment facil-
ity worth US$450 million
from the International
Monetary Fund, informed
economic analysts said
yesterday.

But, they warned that in
return the IMF would pre-
scribe a much more bitter
pill than what it had given
before. And unlike in the
past Sri Lanka would have
to first implement any such
reforms in order to obtain
the enhanced facility.

Under the previously
negotiated Structural
Adjustment Facility which
is a three-year project from
1988 Sri Lanka has
obtained a total of US$187
million in balance of pay-
ment support in three tran-
ches in return for reforms.

Under that facility the
last tranche worth US$60
million was drawn last Octo-
ber and the project ends
next September.

Among the reforms so far

effected under that scheme-
were the depreciation of the
rupee, cutting of govern-
ment deficit, trimming of
government bureaucracy
through administrative re-
forms like early retirement
of excess cadre and the
scrapping of subsidies on
food, fuel and transport.

The question now is what
the new tough conditions
would be in the event of Sri
Lanka seeking the en-
hanced facility, which these
sources said would be avail-
able in six tranches.

Fear in certain circles is
that it could even mean cur-
tailment of free university
education as in advanced
countries.

Meanwhile, it is now offi-
cially known that the threat
of an escalating Gulf conflict
had helped Sri Lanka to
have a surplus balance of
payment last year after
many years. Sources said it
was a direct result of Lank-
an migrant workers in West
Asia remitting large sums of
money fearing the escala-
tion of hostilities there.

Official sources placed last’
year’s balance of payment
surplus at nearly Rs. 200
million.

Scholarships for Undergrad Study
in Australia

The Australian High Com-
mission is calling for ex-
pressions of interest for
undergraduate study in Au-
stralia under the Equity and
Merit Scholarship scheme.

A press release said these
scholarships would be in
addition to Australia’s cur-
rent training program for
Sri Lanka.

It is expected that approx-
imately 40 scholarships will
be available for undergradu-
ate study at Australian uni-
versities in 1991 under the
scheme.

These scholarships are
offered in consultation with
the government of Sri
Lanka, a release by the Au-
stralian High Commission
stated.

Scholars will be selected
on the basis of academic
merit but those from dis-
advantaged economic back-

grounds will be given special
consideration.

The scheme is divided into
a merit selection and an
equity selection.

Merit selection is based
upon highest overall ex-
amination results, and equi-
ty selection is based upon
minimum criteria results
plus low family income.

Applicants must be be-
tween the ages of 18-28 on 1
January 1992 and have
completed their secondary
education by that date.
Graduates are not eligible
for EMSS scholarships.

There are two types of
scholarship awarded under
the scheme: Applicants
should apply for either equi-
ty or merit scheme.

Merit Scholarships are
awarded on the basis of
academic aptitude.

Continued on Page 22



22 TAMIL TIMES

— e e eSS S

Contihded from Page 21

To be eligible applicants
must have a minimum of
two ‘A’ and two ‘B’ results in"
GCE Advanced Level or
equivalent qualification
(minimum aggregate mark
280). )

Equity Scholarships are
awarded on a competitive
basis to students who pro-
vide evidence that the appli-
cant or his/her family par-
ticipate in Janasaviya, food
stamp or similar schemes,
and satisfy personal and
family income levels. Appli-
cants must have a minimum
of four ‘B’ results of 260
aggregate marks in the
GCE Advanced Level Ex-
amination, or equivalent
qualifications. Applicants
must provide evidence of
participation in Janasaviya,
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food stamp or similar
schemes, and personal and
family income levels.

Expressions of interest
must be lodged by mail to be
received at the Australian
High Commission no later
than March 8, 1991, and
addressed to:

The Education Officer,
Australian High Commis-
sion, P.O. Box 742, Colombo
7.

Posted applications
should be clearly marked
‘EMSS EQUITY’ or ‘EMSS
MERIT’ on the top left hand
corner of the envelope.

If further information ab-
out the EMSS scheme is
required please telephone
the Education Officer on.

698767-9 between the hours

of 11.00am to 4.00pm on
Monday to Thursday, the
release added.

Probe Into NGO Activities

President Ranasinghe Pre-
madasa has appointed a
Presidential Commission of
Inquiry headed by former
Supreme Court Judge, R.S.
Wanasundera, to enquire
and report on all aspects of
the activities of Non-
Governmental Organisa-
tions (N.G.O.s) functioning
in Sri Lanka.

This follows the findings
of a committee appointed by
the Ministry of Policy Plan-
ning and Implementation
which reported that about
3,000 NGOs, both local and
foreign, are functioning in
the country today. It has
been reported that no
framework has been estab-
lished for monitoring the
activities and funding of
NGOs.

Further, it has been- re-
ported that some of the
funds received by certain
NGOs from foreign sources,
as well as generated locally,
are allegedly being mis-
appropriated and/or used for
activities prejudicial to
national security, public
order and/or economic in-
terests, and detrimental to
the maintenance of ethnic,
religious and cultural har-
jmony among the people.
~ The commissioners are
expected to inquire and re-
port on the activities and
funding of both local and
foreign NGOs operating at
present. They have been
empowered 1. examine the

provisions ‘of law, if any,
which have been prom-
ulgated for monitoring and
regulating the activities and
funding of such organisa-
tions. The terms of reference
cover inquiring into the in-
stitutional arrangements
currently in existence for
monitoring and regulating
NGO activities.

The commission will re-
port whether any of the
funds received from foreign
sources as well as generated
locally have been mis-
appropriated or are being
used for activities prejudi-
cial to national security, and
the adequacy or otherwise of
existing legal provisions.

The commission will also
inquire into the misuse of
funds for purposes other
than the declared objects of
each such organisation, and
the alleged disproportionate
allocation of funds for estab-
lished overheads at the ex-
pense of the publicly de-
clared objectives of such
organisations.

The commissioners are
expected to submit their re-
port within six months from
the date of their appoint-
ment.’

The other commissioners
are:-

@ Justice J.F.A. Soza, for-
mer Supreme Court Judge
and President of the Court
of Appeal and presently
Chairman of the Sri Lanka
Foundation Institute

. @ Mr. M.N. Junaid,
Secretary to the Ministry of
Home Affairs and Addition-
al Secretary, Ministry of
Public Administration, Pro-
vincial Councils and Home
Affairs and a senior officer
of the SLAS.

® Dr. K. Velauthapillai,
Senior Lecturer in Micro-
biology at the North Col-
ombo Medical College,
Ragama.

® Mr. E. Eramudugolla,

former Senior Deputy Gov-
ernor of the Central Bank.
® Prof. (Mrs.) Priyani
Soysa, Prof. of Paediatrics,
University of Colombo.

® Mr. Irwin Weerackody,
leading advertising and
marketing consultant.

Mr. Wimaladharma Eka-
nayake, Chief Secretary,
Western Province, a senior
member of the SLAS, has
been appointed secretary to
the commission.

51 DETAINEES GIVEN LEAVE TO
PROCEED WITH RIGHTS PLEA

The Supreme Court has
granted leave to proceed to
51 detainees in their fun-
damental rights application.

The Bench comprised Jus-
tices Tissa Bandaranayake,
Mark Fernando and
K.M.M.B. Kulatunga.

Forty nine of the de-
tainees are held at the army
camp, Boossa, while two
others who are undergradu-
ates are at present detained
at the Sri Lanka Naval Sta-
tion, Welisara.

Mr. Shirley M. Fernando
who appeared for some of
the detainees told court that
some of the detainees were
earlier kept at the Army
Detention Camp, Boossa
and then transferred to the

so-called rehabilitation cen-
tres. Fernando’s informa-
tion was that no rehabilita-
tion was in fact carried out
in these centres.

Counsel submitted to
court that if the authorities
wished to undertake some
genuine rehabilitation, they
should endeavour to give a
training in animal husban-
dry and agricultural pur-
suits as most of these de-
tainees were from rural
areas. If such training was
given then they could easily
be absorbed into their social
lifestyles after they were re-
leased.

Court fixed the inquiry
into the applications for
February 26 and 27 and
other dates in March 1991.

TAMIL CLASSICS
IN JAPANESE SOON

MADRAS, Dec 2.

The people of Japan can
soon enjoy reading ancient
Tamil works such as Sila-
pathikaram and Kamba
Ramayanam — thanks to Dr.
Shu Hikosaka, director and
head of the Department of
Buddhism, Institute of
Asian Studies, Japan, who
will be translating them into
Japanese. He has already
translated the Tamil epic
Manimekalai into Japanese.

Dr. Hikosaka told press-
persons here recently that
the Institute of Asian Stu-
dies at Madras had started
its work on preparing multi-
lingual dictionaries in
Tamil, Kannada, Japanese
and English. He said that
dictionaries would be com-
piled with each of these lan-
guages as the core lan-
guages and the meaning
given in'the other three.

He said it was time Asians
realised the  superiority of

their culture and literature.
Basic resource material was
necessary to do comparative
studies in Asian literature
and the Institutes aimed at
compiling such resource
material. The Institute at
Madras had started
teaching Japanese at both
the introductory and adv-
anced levels. It would soon
start special courses in
Japanese literature. There
was a lot of similarity be-
tween agam poems in Tamil
and Manyoshu, anthology of
love poems in Japanese.
There was similarity be-
tween kogiki poems dealing
with Japanese emperors
and puram poems in Tamil.
Dr. Hisoka, who had
obtained his Ph.D. in Mad-
ras University for his thesis
on ‘Buddhism in Tamil
Nadu - a new perspective’,
felt that Podhiamalai in the
State would have been a
Buddhist literacy centre.
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Closing date for completéd grid and coupon to be received is 30

March 1991.

Answers and the name of the winner - first all correct entry
pulled out of a bag — will be announced in the April 1991 issue.
The winner will receive a prize of £20.00 (Twenty Pounds).

Ali entries should be sent to: Tamil Times, P.O. Box 121, Sutton,

Surrey SM1 37D, UK.

Across.

1. A sage of legendary times who
enriched the Tamil language (7)

2. German wizard on the tennis court
(4)

12. Related to a parent through a
religious ceremony (8)

13. In the past or Goa in disarray (3)
14. Editor briefly (2)

15. An earful could fill with sensation
(4)

16. American linguistics scholar
whose approach was characterized
by constant awareness of the links
between language and cuiture (5)

17. Andre-Marie a French child pro-
digy who became one of the founders
of electro-magnetism and electro-
dynamics (6)

21. Writing desk with drawers (6)

23. Chemical symbol of an artificially
made transuranic radioactive metallic
element identified in 1952 in debris
from the first hydrogen bomb explo-
sion (2)

24, Dr. Who's TV robots (6)

26. Jaffna’s island of wild ponies
could be a town in Holland or even a
glazed earthenware (5)

27. Zone identification of North Sri
Lanka's cultivation systems (3)

28. Disorderly bar (3)

29. Biblically Abraham’s place of ori-
gin now part of southern lraq and
known for its spectacular royal tombs
of ¢.2600-2000 B.C. (2)

30. An area of great early culture
(2600-1700 B.C.) with towns built to
grid-like plans provided with granar-
ies, drainage systems, public build-
ings and other municipat type facilities
today generally thought to be of Dravi-
dian origin (5, 6)

33. Caninely inclined contemptible
person (3)

34. Prefixed to ‘ka’ the lasting part of
the individual human being or deity is
an emperor of great renown whose
edicts have been found in Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka in India (3)
35. The centre of thought, feeling and
emotion (5)

38. Period of time or the fascination
exercised by person or activity (5)
40. Armenian volcanic peak believed

(6)
44. Little ones (4)
45. State of apprehension (7)

" Down:

1. Distinct periods in history (4)

2. One of southern India’s rivers ren-
ders its name to a ciass of Indian
naval ships (8)

3. In the year of the Lord (3)

4. Ancient copyist of manuscripts (6)
5. Amazing work of 3300 verses
which for 2000 years have imparted
profound wisdom and a code of con-
duct and transiated into most of the
major languages of the world (11)

6. If universe is earth, female, dark
and absorbing in this concept of
Chinese philosophy, ‘yang' is heaven,
male, light and penetrating (3)

7. Largely primitive aquatic non-
flowering photo-synthetic plants (5)
9. Outrage of a bestial nature (4)

10. Chemical symbol of a white lus-
trous precious metallic element (2)
11. A science often ill-understood by
exploitive agrarian development plan-
ners and experts with dire consequ-
ences to eco-systems worldwide (8)
18. City that encompasses ancient
settlements of historic interests and

to be the resting place of Noah's Ark )

QUIZ CROSSWORDS - No. 1.

Set by: Richards
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temples sanctified by the visits of
Saivite saints and Vaishnavite alvars
in the 7th and 8th centuries (6)

18. A member of an American com-
munity whose prehistoric period is
known as the Anasazi culture (6)

20. Replenish a certain kind of supply
essential energy generation (6)

22. Expresses the unit of ceriain
currencies (2)

24. Doctor of Divinity (2)

25. Perished violently without lawful
trial (7)

28. In Hinduism a manifestation of a
heavenly being on earth generally
associated with Vishnu (6)

31. Popular events some even deadly
at festivals patronised by ancient
royals of many lands (5)

32. Disguise or pretence (4)

36. A heavenly body (3)

37. Consumed (3)

39. Greek alphabet closely associated
with mathematics (2)

41. A drop of falling sun’ ~ remember
Sound of Music (2)

42. Chemical symbol of an artificially
made radioactive metallic element
first obtained in 1945 by bombarding
plutonium with neutrons (2)

43. Threshold point for higher educa-
tion (2)

Continued from Page 9

vegetable is sold at Rs. 60 a kilogram.
Petrol costs over Rs. 500 per bottle,
milk foods are Rs. 350 per kilogram,
and a small packet of biscuits fetches
Rs. 40. Families who formerly resided
in the town area are believed to have
either come down to Colombo or gone
abroad. People seen here are mostly
from nearby villages. There is no evi-
dence of the armed services here.

The LTTE presence is extremely
prominent. Heavily armed, they seem
confidently at ease in this area of
control. Medical drugs here have also
hit a crisis level. Certain drugs are
issued only to the ‘in’ patients with
OPD patients having to depend on the
open market for these drugs.

Twenty miles away is Kilinochchi,
Colombo’s one time granary in the
north, now producing just one third of
post ‘83 harvests. Ammonia fetching
Rs. 400 in Colombo fetches over Rs.
3000 and even at this price is virtually
impossible to obtain.

It’s Saturday the 12th at 8.30am,
having a breakfast discussion with
Kilinochchi’s political wing leaders
‘Gopi’ a short distance from town.
Suddenly two Sia Marchetti ‘Bombers’
come into a dive just 50 metres away.
Just one bomb is dropped on a wrong
target. And I live to tell the story. Each

time these aircraft are sighted high up
on reconnaissance flights everyone
rushes into bunkers. Naturally I join
them. Fearing the worst I get to town
to get back to Colombo. Over 300
people have flooded into town. Sudden-
ly shouting fills the air — ‘The bombers
are coming’. Men and women, many of
them throwing away their purchases,
grab their children, keep yelling in
panic and rush helter skelter for cover.
Seventy five metres ahead of me the
first strikes. We run in the opposite
direction. Fifty metres away two more
bombs crash into moving vehicles and
nearby shops.

: & .An ICRC vehicle followed by Tiger

vehicles rushes to the scene. An ICRC
man (a foreigner) yells something into
a walkie talkie. Just then the aircraft
start pulling away. The injured are
despatched to hospital, shops and vehi-
cles are destroyed. The death toll is
taken, nine men, a woman and a girl.
A small exodus begins. With several
others I persuade a passenger van to
take us back to Vavuniya. The cost is
incredible, Rs. 1,000.

As we speed on our way we leave
behind the wrecked Kokavil and Man-
kulam security forces camp and a
dismal landscape where men, women
and children seemed resigned to stay

on- (Courtesy of ‘The Island’)

Continued from Page 6

al ceasefire announced by the LTTE
could not hold and hostilities have
resumed.

‘We believe that the political
framework created by your Govern-
ment, on the basis of and following the
Indo-Sri Lanka agreement of 1987,
provide the broad parameters for a

reasonable and enduring settlement,
Mr. Shukla said. -

Continued from Page 11

acquire an island or peninsula mental-
ity when the whole world is marching
past you toward new discoveries, new
ideas and new ways of doing things.
Multiculturalism implies a halfway
house — where the particular cultures
of groups are protected but with an
awareness and tolerance for the cul-
ture of others. :

So let us cultivate this halfway
house as a means of liberating
ourselves from the dark nightmares of
the past which have distorted and
sullied our national imagination. It
cannot answer all our problems, nor is
it a substitute for genuine democratic
politics; but it will increase our nation-
al sensitivity to other experiences, a
sensitivity which, because of the domi-
nance of the gun, has turned into
cold-blooded callousness in the past
few years.
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‘EELAM WILL SPREAD
TO SOUTH INDIA’

— Thondaman

Minister S. Thondaman has warned
that the Eelam threat might spread to
Tamil Nadu as well, unless urgent
steps were taken to settle the ethnic
conflict, following the dismissal of the
Karunanidhi government in the
Southern Indian State. '

‘If we do not settle this problem of
Tamil aspirations, and if the situation
in Tamil Nadu worsens, then the DMK
which was dismissed last Wednesday
and the LTTE could get together and
broaden the Eelam to include Tamil
Nadu as well’, Mr. Thondaman said,
pointing out that the Karunanidhi
government and the LTTE have been
having close links.

“The LTTE will not be fighting the

Sri Lankan government from Kili-
nochchi or elsewhere, but from Tamil
Nadu itself. The Indian government
will also be affected, and we should not
contribute to such a situation by our
inaction’, Mr. Thondaman said.

Mr.Thondaman asserted that any
amount of Tamil party meetings at the
All Party Conference would not satisfy
the aspirations of the Tamil people. He
said the Sri Lanka government should
aim at solving the problem with the
LTTE politically. The Minister said the
LTTE, though it was speaking through
militancy, is the only proper repre-
sentative of the northern and eastern
Tamils in the country.

‘The Tamil United Liberation Front

16,000 Policemen
Lack Basic Training

About 16,000 men in the police force
are yet to receive their basic training,
Inspector General Ernest Perera told
The Sunday Times.

These policemen, who were trained
at military establishments, constitute
the Intensive Operations Trained
(I0T) units, most of which are now
based in the Eastern Province to pro-
tect villagers from rebel attacks.

Earlier in the South the IOT pla-
toons were widely used to combat JVP
attacks and to guard vital installa-
tions.

The IGP issued a directive to dis-
band the few hundred platoons on May
5 this year. .

The men were then to be absorbed
into the normal police cadre and given
about three months basic training.

Alternate arrangements were made
for this purpose as the police college
could not accommodate more than its
usual intake. However, the platoons
were reformed on June 13 when hosti-
lities broke out in the North-East.

Policemen were given military train-
ing soon after the security situation in
the North-East went out of control in
1983.

Large numbers were recruited to the
police force and were given about three
month’s training by military person-
nel. ‘They were trained to meet a
particular situation. They have to be
reoriented to perform normal police
work’ the inspector general said.

A recent report made by a senior

police officer suggests the use of
psychiatrists and sociologists to put the
military trained policemen through a
programme, so that they could adapt
themselves to normal police work.
Discipline and knowledge of these
personnel fell far short of the norms in
the police force, the report observes.

Commenting on their training, the
report concedes it was for a purpose

+ other than community oriented police

work. But, it adds, their attitude has
been warped by the exposure to a
training module not intended or desir-
able for policemen at the inception of
their career.

(TULF), which once was the mostr
representative body of the Tamils
could have helped solve the problems,’
but during that period the government
was dilly-dallying with the TULF and
did not treat it properly. The LTTE got
the upperhand through this, and now
it is powerful’. the Minister said.

Mr. Thondaman expressed the view
that if the LTTE was not willing for
negotiations, then the Government
should at least aim at giving full
implementation to the Indo Lanka
Accord.

He said that the accord would solve
the problems of the Tamils to a great
extent. Until certain principles in the
Accord were given effect to, the Tamils
would have grievances and the LTTE
would thrive on them.

Asked about the LTTE’s declaration
of unilateral ceasefire and its viola-
tions. Mr. Thondaman said that in the
interests of the country, the govern-
ment should still aim at resolving the
crisis through political means.

Mr. Thondaman revealed he had
held detailed discussions about the
Indian immigrants with Indian Exter-
nal Affairs Minister V.C. Shukla dur-
ing the Minister’s visit to Sri Lanka.
Mr. Shukla, he said, had given assur-
ances that the Indian government
would help improve the conditions of
some half a million Indian immigrants.

Mr. Thondaman said he had told Mr.
Shukla that under the Sirima Shastri
pact, it was the responsibility of the
Indian government to look after the
Tamils who chose to stay.

The Sri Lankan government, he
said, had neglected these people for
over 40 years, and now government
development programmes had not
been extended to them. He said that he
would press the Sri Lanka government
to do something constructive about
these people before the turn of this
century.

51 DETAINEES GIVEN LEAVE TO
PROCEED WITH RIGHTS PLEA

The Supreme Court has granted leave
to proceed to 51 detainees in their
fundamental rights application.

The Bench comprised Justices Tissa
Bandaranayake, Mark Fernando and
K.M.M.B. Kulatunga.

Forty nine of the detainees are held
at the army camp, Boossa, while two

others who are undergraduates are at’

present detained at the Sri Lanka
Naval Station, Welisara.

Mr. Shirley M. Fernando who
appeared for some of the detainees told
court that some of the detainees were
earlier kept at the Army Detention
Camp, Boossa and then transferred to
the so-called rehabilitation centres.

Fernando’s information was that no
rehabilitation was in fact carried out in
these centres.

Counsel submitted to court that if
the authorities wished to undertake
some genuine rehabilitation, they
should endeavour to give a training in
animal husbandry and agricultural
pursuits as most of these detainees
were from rural areas. If such training
was given then they could easily be
absorbed into their social lifestyles
after they were released.

Court fixed the inquiry into the
applications for February 26 and 27
and other dates in March 1991.
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‘Prepayment essential
The Advertisement Manager
Tamil Times Ltd, PO Box 121

& Sutton, Surrey SMI 3TD
Phone: 081-644 0972

MATRIMONIAL

Jaffna Hindu parents seek bridegroom for
doctor daughter; engineer, doctor, accoun-
tant, 31 to 36. M 458 c /o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu seeks partner for fair, attractive
sister, 22, following accountancy course. De-
tails, horoscope to M 459 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu brother seeks groom for sister,
28, nursery and veena teacher, doing compu-
ler studies; and bride for engineer brother, 32,
aroceeding to USA for postgraduate studies.
Details and horoscope to M 460 c/o Tamil
Times.

Jaffna Hindu Tamil seeks groom for sister,
26, fair, attractive, Mars afflicted. Details,
horoscope to M 461, c¢/o Tamil Times.
Jaffna Hindu parents and permanent resi-
dents Australia seek professionally qualified
partner for only daughter, fair, presentable,
35, second-year undergraduate student of
Business in Economics and Finance, Austra-
lian university. Delails with horoscope to M
462 c/o Tamil Times.

WEDDING BELLS

We congratulate the following couple on
their recent marriage.

Shanthakumar son of the late Mr. Thambiap-
pah and Mrs. Thambiappah of Siva Bhava-
nam, Kokuvil West, Sri Lanka and Jayadaya
daughter of the late Mr. Tharmaratnam and
Mrs. Tharmaratnam of Meesalai South, Sri
Lanka on 3.2.91 at ‘Berner Trail’ Auditorium,
120 Berner Trail, Scarborough, Canada.

Private Tuition

Tuition available. Pure/Applied
Mathematics, O/A Level, Physics O Level.
Homes visited London. Tel: 081-864
3227.

The Tamil Association of Brent’s
The Brent Tamil School

based at
Alperton High School Annexe, Ealing
Road, Alperton, Middx., U.K.
adjoining Alperton Tube Station
conducts classes in Tamil Language,
Religious Education, Bharatha
Natyam, Miruthangam, Veena,
Violin, Mime & Drama
on Sundays from 10.00am to 1.30pm
Special English Language classes
are held for the benefit of Tamils
recently arrived in U.K.
For further information please ring
Mangales: 081 961 0526 or Nala:
081 866 3363 or Loga: 081 907 8831.

‘OBITUARIES

Mr. Ponnampalam Mahendran (Vice Prin-
cipal, Jaffna Hindu College), beloved hus-
band of Packialuxmy; loving father of Ravi Raj
(U.K.), Ravi Shankar, Uma & Ravi Ganeshan
(Sri Lanka), loving son of the late S. Ponnam-
palam & Mrs. S. Ponnampalam (U.K.); loving
brother/brother-in-law of Mrs. S. Kathirga-
mathamby & Mr. K. Kathirgamathamby
(U.K.), Mrs. V.V. Singham & Mr. V. Singham
(Brunei), Mr. & Mrs. P. Nadarajah (U.K.), Dr.
& Mrs. P. Kandasamy (U.K.); nephew of Mr. &
Mrs. R. Visuwanathan (Ex-Mayor, Jaffna), Mr.
& Mrs. R. Manikkavasagar (Attorney at law,
Colombo), Mr. & Mrs. R. Thirugnanasampan-
thar (Jaffna), Mr. & Mrs. S. Ramanathan, Mrs.
V. Sathasivam (Jaffna), & Mrs. A. Namasi-
vayampillai (Colombo); uncle of Dr. & Dr.
(Mrs.) Sureshkumar, K. Sri Ganeshan (U.K.),
V. Ganeshan (Australia), K. Luxmy, N. Lux-
my, N. Nirkajan, K. Vishahari & Mayuri (U.K.)
passed away on 18.11.90 at Vannarponnai,
Jaffna. Sadly missed and mourned by his
loved ones. May his soul rest in perfect
peace. — 4 Stonefield, Lennox Road, London
N4 3PG. Tel: 071 281 2102.

Mr. Ponnudurai Sivasooriar, retired Station
Master, beloved husband of Gnanampal;
loving father of Mahendrarajah (Melbourne,
Australia), Jeyendran (Sri Lanka), Mrs. Siva-
nithy Nagendra, Balendran, Mrs. Selvanithy
Thirumoolan (all of U.K.), Kulendran (France);
father-in-law of Mrs. Sarva-Usha Mahendrar-
arajah, Mrs. Shanthiny Jeyendran, Nagendra,
Mrs. Usha Balendran, Thirumoolan; grand-
father of Arshetha, Piragath, Anuja, Geeva-
nath, Rathan and Reshmi expired. Funeral
took place on Sunday, 20.1.91, at 9/1 Aiyanar
Kovil Road, Udayar Lane, Jaffna ~ 40 Pas-
quier Road, | nndnn F17 6HB. Tel: 081 523
3608. :

———

IN MEMORIAM
In Treasured Memory of
S. Shanmugasundaram
A.G.A.

Born: 17.01.1926 Died: 09.02.1985
This day is remembered and quietly kept,
No words are needed;

We will never forget.
Fondly remembered by wife, daughter and
family and all foved ones.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

March 2 6.30pm British Association of Young
Musicians presents Karnatic Music Trinity
Day Concert io commemorate Thiyagaraja
Swamigal, Shyama Sastrigal, & Muthusamy
Dhikshetar at Trinity Church Hall, Catford,
London SE6. )
7.00pm. ‘Temple Bells’, Bharatha Natyam
Recital by Prakash Yadagudde at Purcell
Room, Royal Festival Hall, London SE1. Tel:
071 921 8800/381 3086.

Mar. 3 3.30pm. Novena at Asian Chaplain-
cy, 48 Great Peter Street, London SWI1P
2HA. Tel: 071 222 2895.

Mar. 9 5.000m West London Tamil School
celebrates Thiyagaraja Day at Wembley
High School Hall, East Lane, Wembley,
Middx. All welcome.

Mar. 16 6.30pm SCOT presents A Vocal
Recital of Carnatic Music by Smt Mathini
Sriskandarajah and A Bharatha Natyam
Recital by Shamini Rajagopal at Tylers Hall,
Kingsbury High School Annexe, Stag Lane,
Entrance near Library, Kingsbury, London
NWS9 9JR. Tel: 081 870 9897/422 8984/904
6472. o

Mar. 24 2.30pm Bharatha Natyam by Unnik-
rishnan at the Commonwealth Institute,
Kensington High Street, London W8 6NQ.
Admission free.

Mar. 26 7.00pm Sri Yogarswamigal Guru
Poojah at Shree Ganapathy Temple, 125/
133 Effra Road, Wimbledon, London SW19.
Mar. 29 Panguni Uthtiram

At the Bhavan Centre, 4A Castletown
Road, London W14, 9HQ. Tel: 071 381
3036/4608.

Mar. 9 7.00pm Hindustani Vocal and Sitar
by Gouri Bapat & Vijayakumar Yagtap.
Mar 23 5.30pm Discourse on ‘The
Ramayana & its relevance today’ by
Mathoor Krishnamurti.

7.00pm Sitar by Shameem Ahmed Khan.
Mar 29 7.45pm & Mar 31 6.30pm Carnatic
Vocal by Bombay Sisters, C. Saroja & C.
Lalitha with accompanists from India.
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V.N. Navaratnam Dies
in Toronto

Mr. V.N. Navaratnam, former Member of

Parliament and veteran politician from Chava-
kachcheri died in Toronto, Canada of a heart
failure on the 29th of January 1991. Mr.
Navaratnam was praclising as a Solicitor in
the United Kingdom and in Canada since he
left Sri Lanka after the July 83 disturbances.

Mr. Navaratnam had been a Member of
Parliament for Chavakachcheri from 1956 to
1983, an unbroken period of 27 years. He had
a warm, genial personalily and maintained
close personal contact with political leaders of
all persuasion. He was one of the most
popular members of parliament to have repre-
sented any constituency in the northern
peninsula and continued to command the
confidence and affection of Chavakachcheri
electorate for over several decades. He had
an incisive mind and his contribution in
Parliament was of a high order. He was
actively engaged in the work of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union and served for many
years as a member of the Executive Com-
mittee.

He was above all a parliamentarian in the
highest tradition. He together with his col-
leagues Mr. A. Amirthalingam, Mr. M. Siva-
sithamparam, Mr. R. Sampanthan and Mr. S.
Kathiruvelupillai, constituted a formidable de-
bating team equal to that of any political party.
He reached the zenith of his parliamentary
career during the period 1970 to 1978 when
he was effectively the leader of the Federal
Party Parliamentary Group.

Mr. Navaratnam was born in Chavakach-
cheri on June 5, 1929. He had his early
education at Drieberg college, and his secon-
dary education at Jaffna Central College. He
joined the Law Facully of the University but

V.N. Navaratnam

did not complete his degree and opted to
qualify as an advocate of Supreme Court at
the Sri Lanka Law College. At the Law
College, he led the debating team, and
completed the Advocates final examination
with first class honours.

He joined the Sri Lankan Bar in 1954 and
had an extensive criminal law practice at the
High Courts of Jaffna, Trincomalee and Batti-
caloa. He had a brief stint as a school teacher
at St. Thomas’ Prep. School and later at
Jaffna. Mr. Navaratnam was incarcerated as
a political prisoner by the SLFP Government
in 1959 and 1961 in view of the civil disobedi-
ence campaign of the then Federal Party.

His death represents an end of an era
where the politics of the North and East was
dominated by a group of young professionals
who believed in constitutional solutions.

Thanksgiving Service
A service of Thanksgiving in memory of
the late Miss Edith Kelk, retired Vice
Principal, Chundikuli Girls College, Jaffna
will be held on Sunday, 3rd March 1991 at
2.30pm at the Putney Methodist Church,
Gwendoline Avenue, London SW15.
Miss Kelk died on 6.2.91 and the funeral
-took place on 20.2.91 in Harlow, Essex

CRIMINAL CHARGES

or

IMMIGRATION PROBLEMS?
FOR EXPERT ADVICE

in Criminal Law and Immigration Law

CONSULT THE SPECIALISTS

M. Julius Melchior & Co., Solicitors
16, Ulysses Road,
London NW6, 1EE
Tel: 071 435 7411
Mariampiliai J. Melchior
B.Phil., LL.B., Solicitor
(Formerly Barrister-at-Law)

Vacancy For
Administrative Officer

The South London
Tamil Welfare Group
requires an administrative officer
who will be directly responsible to
the management committee to
deal with office administration
and supervise case workers. The
applicant must be devoted to
community work and be fluent in
Tamil and English and will be
required to coordinate assistance
to Tamil people in all areas of
welfare work.

The salary will be £10,392 p.a.
including outer London weighting.
Applications should be made in

writing to:

The Chairman,
SLTWG
78 Queens Road
- Wimbledon, SW19 8NR

by Friday 15th March 1991,
including a written curriculum
vitae and giving two references.

Mrs. J.T. Arulanantham
An Appreciation

‘What doth the lord require of thee, but to do
justly, and to love, mercy, and to walk humbly
with thy God?’

When one thinks of Jaffna today one sees
confusion, destruction and chaos. But, there
was a time when Jaffna was known for its
tranquillity, its intellectual landscape and
above all for people of great character and
ability.

Recently, Mrs. J.T. Arulanantham died in
Kent, England in the home of her eldest son,
Dr. Pararasan. In the vast scheme of things in
the world today and amidst the ruins and
destruction in Sri Lanka this event should be
of little consequence. However, for genera-
tions of students who have gone through St.
John’s College in Jaffna, it is an event that
touches us and moves time and place and
brings us back to an era the like of which we
will never see again.

Principals’ wives, they say like their chil-
dren should only be seen, and never heard.
Their role in life is to make their husbands
look bigger than they actually are. In the case
of Mrs. J.T., as she was affectionately called,
her husband, Rev. J.T. Arulanantham was
truly a man of great stature that she found a
role for herself and that was as a mother, not
only to her own children, but the hundreds o
little boys who were brought to St. John's.

Mrs. J.T. always projected an image of ¢
lady who was both genteel and cultured. Hei
manner of speech and her dealings with othei
people revealed her strength of character ana
her deep and abiding faith. She was also a
very lalented musician who participated
annually in the concert of the combined choirs
at Christmas in Jaffna. This was an event that
attracted a lot of people and her presence
there with her violin was almost a fixture.

Remembrance, they say is God'’s great gift
to human kind and those of us who are now
scattered all over the globe are truly grateful
that there are people and places from our
childhood that can occupy a niche in our
memories without any terror that appears to
have descended upon our people.

It is indeed a tragedy of great proportions
that in our single minded devotion to become
a people we have destroyed many of the
great virtues that we were famous for. Not the
least of these was our great love for education
and our educational institutes. In thinking of
Mrs. J.T. we naturally think of St. John's
College, of her husband, Rev. J.T. Arulanan-
tham, their children and the greatness of the
institution to which we all belonged.

I am sure there are many like me who do
not suffer the violence that has descended on
our people, but the pain of witnessing what
was very near and dear to us being destroyed
is equally great. However, what cannot be
destroyed is the legacy of people like Mrs.
J.T. who leaves us with memories of a better
day.

Professor Ernest A. Champion
Department of Ethnic Studies
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403

Physics/Mathemétics Tuition

In Pinner, Middx. U.K. by Lecturer. Tele- '
phone 081-866 3363.
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Quality, practical p training for stud , professionals and busi

P

THE

LONDON SCHOOL OF
COMPUTING

Members of NCC, IDPM
Examination centre for City & Guilds

Long Term Computer Courses
Diploma in Software Science (3 yrs)

Certificate in Computer Programming (1-2 yrs)
Certificate in Business Computing (6-12 months)

External Examinations

British Computer society Part 1 (2 yrs)
City & Guilds (upto 1 yr)
424 - Application Programming (prelimina

ry)
425 - Application Programming (advanced include 424)
7261 — Information Technology

AAAAAAAA
»»»»»»»»»»

All courses are available fuli-time & part-time
Our fuli-time courses satisfy Home Office requirements

For further details
The Registrar
LSC

Linburn House
350 Kilburn High Road
London NW6 2Q.J
United Kingdom

Tel: 071-328 9966
Telex: 892843 OFFLET G Fax: 071-624 4100

ECONOMY HOME
& MOTOR INSURANCE

Nobody looks harder to find you a competitive quote
* Home contents
* Life Cover
* Pension Policy
Commercial & Residential Property
Mortgages Arranged
First Time Buyers Welcome

We pride ourselves on personal
service

Contact

J. KULENDRAN
Beddington Insurance
Services (Wimbledon) Ltd.
157A Hartfield Road, Wimbledon,
LONDON SW19 3TJ
Telephone 081-543 5181
Fax: 081-545 0728
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T.S.T. SKY TRAVEL

We offer you flights on scheduled airlines at a
fair price

We specialise in flights to Sri Lanka, India, Malaysia,
Singapore, USA, Canada & Australia

We will gladly refund the price difference if you can

convince us that you could have got the same ticket
cheaper elsewhere on the same date of purchase.

Please contact Mr. S. Thiruchelvam

Office Residence

255 Haydons Road, 69 Toynbee Road
Wimbledon Wimbledon
London SW19 8TY London SW20 8SH

Tel: 081-543 3318 Tel: 081-542 5140

PHILOMIN & CO

SOLICITORS
FOR ALL LEGAL SERVICES
Conveyancing, Criminal Litigation, Immigration,
Matrimonial, Probate Wills, Power of Attorney
LEGAL AID WORK UNDERTAKEN
TEL: 071-723 3018

109 Bell Street,
Marylebone, London NW1 6TL
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WE OFFER BEST FARES TO ALL
AIRLANKA DESTINATIONS. INSTANT
CONFIRMATION THROUGH OUR
INHOUSE COMPUTER RESERVATION
SYSTEM. 4 TIMES A WEEK AIRLANKA
DIRECT FLIGHTS TO COLOMEO. BEST
FARES TO SYDNEY AND MELEOURNE
ViA COLOMBO. A LARGE NUMBER OF
SEATS AVAILABLE FOR SUMMER
SEASON ON AIRLANKA FLIGHTS TO
COLOMBO. PLEASE MAKE YOUR
BOOKINGS EARLY - CALL US ON

071-580 4460

GOLD

AWARLY

WINNER
@ W

Rachbone Holidays Limited

PFEACOCK

=
55 RATHBONE PLACE, LONDON W1P 1AB »?v

UNIWEST INTERNATIONAL

FAX: 071 584 8425

TEA CHEST TO COLOMBO
£12.50 OTHER GOODS AT
£2.50 PER CUBIC FOOT.
20" & 40° CONTAINERS TO
AND FROM SRI LANKA
COLLECTION CAN BE
ARRANGED FROM
ANYWHERE IN THE U.K.
DOOR TO DOOR SERVICE
IN SRI LANKA

ITEL: 081-368 9544

| SHIPPING

ECONOMY FLIGHTS TO

SRI LANKA

FOR ALL YOUR WORLDWIDE
DESTINATIONS CONTACT
ARI OR VICTOR

WE CAN ARRANGE HOTELS /
CAR HIRE / INSURANCE

| TRAVEL

COLOMBO OFFICE:
EUROLAMNKA SHIPPING, 39, 33rd LANE,
WELLAWATTE, COLOMEO &

TEL: 502 916 FAX: 589 800 TLX: 22270

l 19, Ryhope Road, London N11 1DR

OAKWOOD HOUSING

BUILDERS AND DECORATORS

Pager: 081 840 7000 (0745782)

@ Extensions @ Conversions
@ Brickwork @ Roofing

@ Other General Building Work

® Plumbing/Central Heating

We also offer
@ Overgrown garden clearance
@ Light removals
@& Fencing & Paving
& Household rubbish clearance

® Wood Worm #® Dry Rot
@ Damp & Condensation controf

30 years guaranice

DEVELOPMENT LIMITED

24 Hamilton Road, Harrow, Middx., HA1 1SX
Tel: 081 861 1103 Fax: 081 861 4893

We offer a complete building and maintenance service

Insurance & Grant work undertaken

Please phone for free survey and report

_.@
oy
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sri lankan
and south indian
cuisine at its best

prepared by ladies and
served by our delightful girls
| Mano, Kugan and Gunan

invite you to experience the food,
ambience and hospitality that makes
our island — a paradise.

ded buflet of enormous variety
¢ sunday (£ 7.95 + Service)
1-d4p.m. & 6-10p.m.

67 Sydenham Road, London SE 26

Tel: 081—676 8641
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