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PROCLAMATION

The Mayor and Members of Council
For
The Town of Markham

hereby

Proclaim

January 13, 14 and 15, 2012

Tamil Heritage Days/Thai Pongal

(Tamil New Year)
(
Frank Scarpitti
Mayor
VMARKHA
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o Centre for Tamil Heritage and Culture
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January 16-17, 2016 Logan Kanapathi

Councillor, Markham

GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR

On behalf of the Markham Thai Pongal Vizha Commuttee and the Centre for Tamil Heritage and
Culture, I am delighted to welcome you to the 5" Annual Markham Thai Pongal Vizha.

Thai Pongal has been celebrated for over 2,200 years by Tamils worldwide mcluding India, Sri
Lanka and the Tamil Diaspora worldwide. Pongal 1s a non-religious festival celebrated over four
days to honour and as an expression of gratitude to Nature mcluding agricultural livestock and the
people for supporting livelihood. Thus, Pongal 1s Thanksgiving time for the Tamils, it is currently
celebrated by over 74 million Tamils worldwide and over 300,000 Tamils in Canada
predominantly in the Greater Toronto Area. It is also celebrated as the Tamil New Year.

This year’s celebrations are unique as our celebration has become a two day celebration providing
a platform for Tamil arts, workshops, education forum, exhibitions, cultural shows and
competitions at Markham Civic Centre and the Flato Markham Theatre. Special feature of this
year’s celebration is an Art exhibition by the renowned artist Trotsky Maruthu from India. I would
like to thank each and every member of the committee, community organizations, our Sponsors,
volunteers, media and performers who have played a significant role in organizing this prestigious
celebration to this magnitude.

The City of Markham 1s home to the most ethnically diverse communities in all of Canada.
Markham was the first City in North America to officially proclaim Tamil Heritage Days, I am very
proud of the various events happening throughout month of January as a part of Tamil Heritage
Month Celebrations. Please participate and support these significant events.

7475 McCowan Rd, Markham, Ontario
Tel: 905.479.7748 - e-mail: Markham.thaipongal@gmail.com - www.thiruvizha.ca
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610G SO WITeMMRIGemeT STl TellGen  CUhenuL 6T Hlemev HmGHad 61ng AGSHS
&h&HUTN6DTTT LLITQLMILDTMILD HEMLDH6TM ).

SHUITD QUL RISEHSHE 6ThIGERMLL (HTHTL FHHHUNI LO6TSHL TLOSHSMIUI  LD6TIT6UI 60T
QITLTMISEMETID, DL WITATRIGDETLD  LSlLImelsHen  umsuiled L affsEr&@ELD,
URSTESE@SGL SODL CQUWITSmeT BT L iqu@GLuams Brhisem hel@ SiMafiser. o
WsAWTeg euserll afflun@, womih HRmECsT (Trinco), mipb, AL~ (ABGHE
Delft), Qesttenenr, uphisGeor (Batticaloa), smpé), e lerm (Jaffna), wmp &mepl unjs
(Yarl Cedarwood Park), @pebemev, webeomal, Loesteommy, GUITSYJLD  T6ITLIGTEID  6TLOG)
eUTeLTMMIET &EDLUIRISGET QY @LD.

What I admire most about Canadians of Tamil origin 1s not just fact that we have achieved
success as individuals in various fields but also that the Markham Thai Pongal event is
another example of not forgetting where we came from and what we continue to carry with
us. Thank you. eueuésib.

Best wishes,

Markham Thai Pongal Committee - Chair
City of Markham - Councillor

7475 McCowan Rd, Markham, Ontario
Tel: 905.479.7748 - e-mail: Markham.thaipongal@gmail.com - www.thiruvizha.ca



PRIME MINISTER - PREMIER MINISTRE

January 16-17, 2016

Dear Friends:

I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to everyone
attending the 5" annual Markham Thai Pongal Vizha.

Today matks the beginning of Thai Pongal, a jubilant occasion for

Tamils in Canada and around the wotld, as they observe the end of the harvest
season. This festival allows friends and families to gather and rejoice in appreciation
of a prospetous harvest and a season of good fortune. This is a time for joy,
celebration, and community.

Thai Pongal is also an opportunity for all Canadians to reflect on the achievements
of the Tamil community and their contributions to Canada. Through hope and hard
work, generations of Tamils have kept alive a commitment to building their
community and country while maintaining a rich and ancient tradition. This has
enriched Canada and its vibrant multicultural fabric.

Please accept my warmest wishes for a joyful celebration.

Yours sincerely,

The Rt. Hon. Justin P.J. Trudeau, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada
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Ontario

Premier of Ontario - Premiere ministre de I'Ontario

January 16, 2016

A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I am delighted to extend
warm greetings to everyone attending the Fifth Annual Markham
Thai Pongal Vizha. Across Ontario, Tamil communities are also marking
Tamil Heritage Month as part of the celebrations.

In Tamil communities throughout the world, this is a time of great joy,
a chance to get together with family, friends and neighbours to give
thanks for blessings received.

As Premier, I am honoured to take part in this beautiful tradition,
which has been celebrated for more than a thousand years. I thank
Markham’s Tamil community and Tamil organizations based in
Markham for organizing this much-anticipated event. This and the
other customs and values brought by the Tamil community have
enriched our culture, strengthened our links with the global community
— and helped us build a society that is diverse yet harmonious.

I offer my very best wishes for a joyous celebration — and for good
health, happiness and prosperity in the year ahead.

KoMl bfon

Kathleen Wynne
Premier
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Open : 5am to Midnight

Open Every Day Except Nov 27

416.298.2228 (BABU)

www.babudelivery.ca

9590 McCowan Rd. Unit 3-5
Markham, On. L3P 8M1

(McCowan & Bur Oak)

4800 Sheppard Ave.,#201-204
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Frank Scarpitti
Mayor

January 16" — 17", 2016

MESSAGE FROM MAYOR SCARPITTI

On behalf of Members of Council and the City of Markham, | am pleased to extend our best
wishes to all those attending the Markham Thai Pongal Vizha — Tamil Heritage Celebration
hosted by the Centre for Tamil Heritage and Culture.

January marks the Tamil Heritage Month celebrations throughout Ontario. Markham became the
first municipality in Canada to officially recognize this auspicious celebration by proclaiming
January 13, 14 and 15 Tamil Heritage Days / Tamil New Year / Thai Pongal in 2012.

In Markham, we welcome people from all over the world to make their home in our city, and we
embrace the many cultures and traditions that strengthen our community. | appreciate the
Markham Tamil Organization for promoting Tamil culture, history, identify and traditions. | also
commend you on working collaboratively with other diverse communities to build a strong
Markham.

This annual harvest festival is a special time to give thanks to nature and to celebrate peace,
prosperity, happiness and harmony. | want to extend a special thank you to the Presenting

Sponsor — OHM Group along with all the other Sponsors who make this event possible.

As Mayor, | extend best wishes to everyone for a wonderful celebration and a safe and happy
2016.

Sﬂul}b Som/v'/ﬁ

Frank Scarpitti
Mayor

The Corporation of the City of Markham, Anthony Roman Centre, 101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham, Ontario L3R 9W3
Tel: 905.475.4872 Fax: 905.479.7775 fscarpitti@markham.ca www.markham.ca




Eric & Susanne Tappenden & the staff of

Facilities : FUNERAL HOME
5 , & CREMATION CENTRE
in both

| Markham and
Mississauga.

proudly support

the 5th Annual
Thai Pongal Celebrations

Family owned by Christeen Vilosanan
Eric & Susanne Seevaratnam Sivatharman
Tappenden 416-258-6759 416-993-0826

GTA’s largest

8911 Woodbine Ave, Markham | info@chapelridge fh.com chapel with
(4 blocks north of Hwy 7) % www.chapelridgefh.com parking for
, hundreds
905-305-8508 of cars.

A caring part of our community
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04. January 2016
My No: CH/01/GEN/CANA

Hon.Logan Kanapathi
Councillor Ward 7
City of Markham

Canada.

Dear Hon Councillor

We are indeed extremely happy and grateful to the City of Markham for having proclaimed the
Thai pongal Days of January 13, 14 and 15 as Tamil Heritage Days.

It is matter of pride for us to hear that you are celebrating the 5™ Annual Markham Thai pongal
vizha on13,14 and 15 of this month.

It is the Tamil Community which observes thanksgiving to the nature — Sun — the livestock
(bulls) and the Famer himself on these days. This is perhaps the only festival celebrated by all
the Tamils all over the World. History records that this festival has been celebrated for over 2200

years.

I regret my inability to attend the Festival in Markham City, However I wish to convey our best

wishes to all our brothers at Markham City and elsewhere in Canada.

(ot fug =

C.V.K.Sivagnanam
Chai T

Northern Provincial Council

ngﬂsmus 904/5 . UBSHGSIEOD 655, HEOQT, WTLDLILINETOTLD. aBneweoBUA | o1 500 9702
Residence 904/5 Point Pedro Road,Nallur, Jaffna. Telephone 077 116 6121
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We are the developers for you
Commercial, Residential, Institutional
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Proven to meet your needs.

Contact: whitepinegroup@yahoo.ca

Wlwe Carry All Kinds Of
Wedding Accessories.

220§ FANCY JEWELLERY
”"RSM SILKS BRIDAL BOUTIQUE




Onlario

FROM THE OFFICE OF

DR. HELENA JACZEK, MPP
Oak Ridges-Markham

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, it is my privilege to congratulate
you on the 5th Annual Markham Thai Pongal Vizha [vija:})/ Markham Tamil
Heritage Celebrations.

The Tamil community represents a large and vibrant part of the fabric of
Markham. This festival provides a great opportunity to celebrate and
showcase Tamil arts and culture in the Markham area.

I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the many generous sponsors
and the event organizers and volunteers who worked tirelessly to ensure
this event is a success.

Congratulations to the Tamil community of Markham and | hope everyone
enjoys the festival.
Sincerely,

AR Sangh

Dr. Helena Jaczek, MPP
Oak Ridges-Markham

Constituency Office
137 Main Street North, Suite 204, Markham, ON L3P 1Y2
Tel 905-294-4931 | Fax 905-294-0014 | Toll Free 1-866-531-9551 | Email hjaczek.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org



Office of the Prime Minister

Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam

BTG SLbS SONPY DIFFTEIGELD
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875 Avenue of the Americas, Suite 906
New York, NY 10001, USA

December 29, 2015

Thai Pongal Festival and Celebration of Tamil Heritage Month in the City of
Markham, Canada

I am delighted to record that the uniquely Tamil festival of “Thai Pongal” and the
celebration of Tamil Heritage Month have been taken up by the City of Markham, an
exemplary Canadian city known for its generous ways of giving refuge for many
thousands of Tamils and the chance for them to enjoy freedom and prosperity. While
congratulating Tamil enthusiasts living in Canada for this great initiative, the
Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE) sends its warm greetings towards a
grand celebration of this 5" annual Thai Pongal and the Tamil Heritage Month..

The relentless efforts of Mr Logan Kanapathy, Councillor of the Markham City Council,
in getting the resolution adopted in 2012 to have the Tamil month of #hai declared as
Tamil Heritage Month in the City of Markham are remembered with gratitude. Markham
Council also distinguished itself by adopting street names that reflect the Tamil
homeland and its traditions. I offer our heartiest congratulations to all political leaders
who have been spearheading this celebration of multiculturalism in Canada. I am happy
to announce here that the TGTE, for its part, recently adopted a resolution to undertake
Tamil Heritage Month worldwide, as an expansion of the concept spearheaded by
Markham Council and inspired by the initiatives taken in Canada.

Thai pongal has been celebrated in the Tamil homeland from ancient times and it has
been an outstanding expression of the cultural heritage of the Tamil people and their
identity. The event marks the December solstice and the beginning of the Tamil month
of ‘thai’ when the sun commences its Northward journey, and it corresponds in time
with the first harvest. Therefore the agrarian root of the festival denotes the expressions
of appreciation to the Sun god for the bountiful harvests and to farm livestock for their
contribution to the production of food, primarily rice.



In line with this environmental heritage, it is thus a good moment now to commit
ourselves to the Trees for Justice campaign and plant a hundred thousand saplings in the
year ahead in memory of hundred thousand Tamil lives lost in the genocide executed by
the Sri Lankan State in 2009.

The year 2016 marks the 40™ anniversary of the ‘Vaddukoddai Resolution’ voted for by
our people in 1976. In keeping with the spirit of this resolution and to move politically
forward towards reaching the aspirations of Tamil people, the TGTE is planning to
launch a major project of drafting the Tamil Eelam Constitution in the new year of 2016
involving Tamils around the globe.

Therefore, I call upon all Eelam Tamils on this day to pledge their support for the cause
of the freedom of the Tamil Nation and to come together to work in unison to give
redress to our people and our land. May the celebrations in Markham City be a grand
success, also serving to inspire and enhance the cultural heritage of Tamil Canadians!

Thirst of Tamils is Tamil Eelam!!

Thanks.

Visuvanathan Rudrakumaran
Prime Minister,
Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE)



The days just seem full of warmth when you have the peace of mind lifetime financial security brings. We
can help you, at home or at work, with retirement plans and investments, benefits, life and health insurance,
and saving for your child’s education. That means a brighter outlook for everyone under the sun.

Yogarajah Kathirgamar
Tel: 905-886-2200 ext 2297
Cell: 416-917-7263
yoga.kathirgamar@sunlife.com

www.sunlife.ca/yoga.kathirgamar
9050 Yonge Street, Suite 500, 5th floor
Richmond Hill, ON L4C 956

Sun

Mutual funds distributed by Sun Life Financial InvestmentServices (Canada) Inc.

Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada is a member of the Sun Life Financial group of companies. Llfe FlnanCIal
© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2016.

“ Icy Counsellor

uring Professxonals (CAIRP)

DEBT FREE CREDIT
SOLUTION

i

SETTLEMENT
CONSUMER PROPOSAL
BANKRUPTCY

Tel. 416.434.1522
Cell. 416.834.7227
i Branch Office: Fax. 1.877.80 789
nes Courf Suite 334 i 101 Palstan Road : freedebt. ‘

3 3C | Mississauga, ON. L4Y 4E7




Mayor Frank Scarpitti &
Members of Markham Council
wish you a

HAPPY PONGAL

markham.ca




JOI
WINNING
TEAM

COMBINED
OVER 40 YEARS

OF EXPERIENCED

IN THE FINANCIAL INDUSTRY

WE PROVIDE

FREE

TRAINING!

4 Industry leading one on One training/Coaching

¢ Personal development & succession planning

Trusted brand in the community

"4 World class service to our client

© 416.321.6000
] 416.909.0400

R www.inforcelife.com

B4 career@inforcelife.com

@ 10 Milner Business Court,
Suite 707. Scarborough,
ON. M1B 3Ce6.

INFORCE LIFe

Financial Services Inc.
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We didn’t check
the forecast for cold weather. Or bring
out the coloring books and crayons.
But we did provide the heat so this
family could enjoy the day together.
When the energy you invest in life
meets the energy we fuel it with, indoor
fun happens.

~ ENBRIDGE

Life Takes Energy™

NSDENTAL

Care, Comfort, Convenience, Confidence..

NSDENTAL

Care, Comfort, Convenience, Confidence..

9293 Markham Road, Suite 4, Markham ON L6E 1A3
www.MarkhamNSDental.com

Tel : 905-472-4111

Family Dentist / Cosmetic Dentist
Sleep Dentistry / Braces / Implant

=)
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;. Al (Sla/em/ - the Tt Dental %cfno@y A

eniors Discount

New &
Emergency

Patients Always
Welcome
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RBC Royal Bank
RBCH

Newcomers, nO credit history required
at Canada’s largest bank:.

FIRST CREDIT CARD ™ FIRST CAR « FIRST HOME

$500 HOUSEW,

We make it easy for you to settle in faster with no Canadian
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standard lending criteria. ® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. 26770(05/2014)



2015 AWARD RECIPIENT

GORDON LANDON
FORMER REGIONAL COUNCILOR
CITY OF MARKHAM

t the 2015 Markham Thai Pongal Vizha, the

centre for Tamil Heritage and Culture

honoured the former Regional Councillor of

the City of Markham, Mr. Gordon Landon for
his outstanding leadership, exemplary service and firm
support for the Canadian-Tamil community.

Gord Landon has been instrumental in shaping City of
Markham. Among the many, he was responsible for imple-
menting 911 in York region, finding and implementing
waste reduction strategies, regionalizing transit and ensur-
ing the lowest average tax increases during his terms in
office.

Gord Landon has been instrumental in passing Canada’s

first and only resolution condemning Sri Lankan Govern-

ment for genocide and ethnic cleansing in April 2009, and
creating the first proclaimed Tamil Heritage Celebration in
Canada. He stood with the Canadian-Tamil community in
not only various celebrations, but in vigils and commemo-

rative events as well.

Gord has been a powerhouse in charity works. He is not
afraid to stand up for what is right.

It would be truly befitting to say that Gordon Landon is
kind, generous and courageous person who looks at others
not with his eyes, but with his heart and soul.

He is an example of what it means to be a politician and a

leader — a voice for the voice less.
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BB CIOPUL L LIS @ DL LSTELD. HIIDT augaumled (pd & bibibibelt
Fenavdi S\ BmIDULD, SiuPdesd (1pHeli®H FHBHIBEHD el FlensvCUDDBHS
GRNHSMIL_ptH HL_HEHMHATTED JMPHgI CLTsIEIDUD HUONPT Lsn0ILITL [
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AUDGBIND “AUMMHHID’ dn_NIBD B PHEW HIOPL LILITGLD. ADHID
olatil gl HIOID MG ADLUTAHDGH GNbELD 6F Teb. Coghd, “HISIpsT
oTUTCDTH Sempsitih) ANHHCHNT Gs00ipsn0i(h™ 6T6ILT LIMLg U]aTaTEILOGI
CHTHHTLD.

SO 1wyNevel sJemel S HAGD UTiHEGIS CHL[H
UFUFIEL_ G GFuiaten HIOIFysiar UgHD, amiiurL igd , NGHBIHLD,
a6, AIGDET (PpHEOI HIsNIHMBMTGLD. Saupenpail_d HibpFe
HL 9L HBHemev, APUHBHME, RANUHBMED cleLIAUNMNG HTRIBIIIAUSHH
HIOIpBHHevaTan I Dysolibihei HIOWPT 10FLNENT G BHEDIDIIL_GT

1Ny 111601 Hausmrsmiapaianear. @ b0 alllhsHHhs bl 12 Iyt
BIDDT60Tg 6D Sk L GUBEEHTINGD HL 191 _&HHme0 BIL LD 1S SIS
DI BHSMIDUID GMINL_1iLL_ Catsiitg 1 HTELD. Ciogynd SLOIHT sulpLiHLd
Dbl BNl DIDLID M HPD BB Hn6d BIL LbibAT, SlHallpTadHat
SpBusayid HIOLH oyt CLosyid g AbFumuion@Lo. ewemblug HEIPIHT,
e paup  HOWIHapD SO 10JLISSIBIHDAES G Te00 LT (B
UTEI@GL_Wauymaly. Satemblumid, S paijseaptd S01H SedsushSneLo
HUOpL LTI HbGLD P LN B EHid -5 Bleeata ObTsaNEHdbHeal.

HENL_Tafsd HIOIPT TGV 40 il HT6VHMEHH GBI HTGHLD.
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LGBRIE TYRIHATILD CUgD 2 Flenioan auphidlyatarCH1(H. HOpETHaniii
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AIMITLIS AT AIphIEsiang. Heor_mallsd sumigd snd e, ShlanpHe,
Savemfug s wHseT HIOWHD HIO P DL CLoHEBTETSHDE
WDUGHGID CopuL L anfur hs seomidai (Chmuiled, CHaumevud,
LsieNaITg6b) @ eiiameal. Blstibensubal GPGEGD 1006E@W CopUL L
Hmed Hegfihai, 200 H@W GHULL Hisnidme FFFhHat,
Oy Heomdh B B LuNgyd et Hawsopenpuileory L Hib
SIPILISHITL B Dpjaud, Sened — LsniLn(h CLID BN WTPBIBHAT,
I MUBIBAT, Dlenal BL GHAHID Haev ailprbbat, GTLihSnear CuTL Lg&a,
HIL_TH Sumflied Gaafaugld Syt Bis Hleipd Snal, sumGanmed —
OFTMRHGHTL & — USSTMEHAT — FehSMBHAT PBHEUTEN AL GGl DDA,
BEIL_TaNsd GHTL_jd Aumd Hevr_ Gupnd Slwiosomd — L Hym" 6 alprddsei,
ummL (6 afipndsai, Savevalipthdsi sleiilie derL_Tallsd HEIHLOFINeN Blee
A auswisourapaian s WEISEHLD FTSINIBEHOTEL. 6T SdhHE a6
1055 10)1|HaTH Cameai_ SN Hiogl WjLBmaE FPIUTE Q@ WIHLD
OHTI_THaS iaufhang TPHLTmOYD GL_aouTSpg.
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Ouiw sieneled Bt QBTG WMmEVBTL BHEGTULIET eIaIehBa:

Fadgand Cuics enaian wwibdaini

Higuwd i Ay sa

sHRCHID GHGHAN ubH BTG

OumHCrar Bmpa@id HIL GG BHLeu
(onip. 3: 1-4)

LIGOT  LOJRIGET Q&FI0HS LSGHIMEUMIL 2 6DLLIGIMET [BTL 65T
BB GBIHOHTNS 18 D LITL 6V.

Camyed Cated CariCar’ uwalal
(empb. 18: 1-2)

BILaiemL Wi weneouled wuleuid LSCBTUI WwaellbL BHbHMS
LOBOBMH LITL60

SHILY WAThS HHRIGTED Carkins
Cuwatsw Oumehfmar ulmbhy Corend
us0sTd whaffi) Coraim HILar

(eph. 26: 1-3)

SIGTABE. BTN GeTBISHeNed LIL(HID  LOTEDEuTE GIBTIQ &6l
WITEDETEBEM6T SHID LIL (LD 6IedTLIeN D,
HIID QWAH! TN WTHEBII
Hlchamal Mkl GDIP BILET
(. 36: 1-2)

GEDID LTL6Y Sigsheil Smpiaimer. GBlehd Hleosdled Gluuis
EPWITeD  Dhalserl BTanl @elHE@GID  LDMGVBITL 96T
HEDEVAINENT [BTL 6T 6I6NTHMBEI LOBOBIH  LITL 6.

...................................... TG GIH

(omp. 42: 1-3)
Br_afer weneoufled LBOABTH  BuUBmed ST Fowsd
GUIHOSTmS 106 LD LT 60 aieufba@mgl.

yeailp Gimé saalai OaaiCari
aoyulf) wealuiar Cxraipnd bl

(®pih. 106: 1-2)

BBrysHas  Geuent  al(pHIH6T  LOMELILITENBH6I6D
uLibHmiug  Brielsr  wemeoulled  Simhalser BT
BT3B SBT3 EvTEUTLD.

LOGMEUBML edL_WleDL Ul BrLefllesr BLLILBMKS  GSmIbosTenssuiler
1708410 LML 6D SnmISleTBSI.

Abal 3h5 BILGIGRBHMAI
HIUBT QTS Halal WIh3ID
WAGH1 HILA CHadIenID
(emip. 170: 2-4)

S(mHalseT OETeuBoubdH OBTBISSMHSHL ML NI  LITENEITUITETS
SHEUGTLD BHOUGTIOTES 2_(HL g © GBI, DI6UEITBTEN LDGNEVEHEIT
QUITRRALL BT 601U J6DL UIGI6ST [HITL 65T 6TeiIeh eIment EWILITL 600 &6IT.
BTLaT6 LOGMEUHTL B CUHERTeNEN LOBOBTH LT 6J6d Sl SSlEmaI.

urbysmu walhss Cuted dnidild
QaTaniLalD ODIMAhH® CaITenIOah SThGal
aaniangd salib BIL T

(®wp. 185: 4-7)

uev  euflsemeneniul  umbler UL ShESS SalbseIGLTe
AUTEL SBTHHTE0 fiDhe SMHHET eV [HTL6M6T 1eneVBTL (BLI
LUTeBSeTed Salipbsl SLLILSTE SUUTL V986 Cgflaldaeime.

BTLeN  LDEMEVHTL 1960  euenTWITBEH6T OFfliurs
aleTBIG MBS SpHHTEIDd LML 6VgHeT GBIULGE eme.

QFalimyd Crhamd albaL T
H@YOUT) ST Iy WIHBI
QuEpaIaNy  HIAIGEH BIL T
(emih. 187: 1-3)

G Hrale weeoul$8s @meut Wwaselfll Counmiens
eueJ HEBLIEGCW O&TWISBEG gBL  DIDDMmeUTL &Sidb
seDIB6eT Q@D 6T @D FautenL Uil L &red Gaumiend  LDJLD
PGSBS STPHSH SHLHSITH @ UTL6D nBidlaingl.
(®mib. 208: 1-4).

@ el 6umml & m @ 8B 6v ) (I 6U0T 61 63T 60 UL
(PpHTENIBISAGUW Lievauiael (W50, 2 fl, SHUCLITHTSMET DienSHSIL!
LIT 19 U] 61T 61T 60 & SI W (1Y & T BSI. B &)1 61 6% & UIT 60

SIBLILITL 606 GUIBIDLITEID &10GaIT6dT, [HITL 60T, DEUT6HT 6760 GUIDMHIEGLD
OFGLQuilaiemy  (WaTalmeliLBHES  DmaIST  Benal
HpiuTeientd 2 e&HlWIed o auienseilar  SiglitemL uiled
yevarwliLL L eneulimsGet  Gsiflalesime.

aglsry atssn snits slpd armpailmed

BasGs  FYsTuSHds  GpiFuies  oiFlemy
ATGHD gHUlLSTS SCBID. SISLILTLe0&6T60  aIBLD
HeUDBCH DHBT] UTHSHH T HmoamLD B HHID EbHLILIGI6T
o F@mren.  ouieid  oIFeTy  uiHSSHSHed LB
BmbSIGTNBIES Fhis QevdbaAWll LBLILTL 60566 hha!
OafwelhHEGTBS.

uamienLd aTscs Sss0p HIiwlmhy CFy
Gamy uTemiWiBaTTRL apioujenL Carbi,

)



dpyai, oimisi, Crmarbsmaalt, aiyi
(T T e YOO 3 0 e o YA T
alaiarsallal FNGATRGEHD HnL FFHIHL
Lali LRGMLL afImib@bd
SABBTAHIATATHMLU HDL  PHAATAJD
Saigid upuRad FHETATH baig LG
SHEID OFuu HaTTed LTLOULLalidaT @
STRHHTT Sdi; QW GRHHTT DAV
QHITHTT Sldai; FLHHTHID e,
umeIiG@pd @ohsarauwmty. Garisafa
oenni i oai LT, alewisi LT
Couamrari uaT; QUERTUTATHD 2 6.

olenr 2 GausmABTeHSWT UBBTEmBmil uHiiar (waeenyuied
ST B U[GTTENTITI.

SIFBNT aUidbs DMLILND DFFCT (LpSH6ITenLOUITETEIGH
SumimL il 2 _palaieCar SIMWFFTHMNMTEAD LoDl &
HEMEVGUTHEITHAD DMTISENTHAD [T GIHMTHAID  SenLDGIT.
BOauiEGar  ESMETUD BT MLUID STLLGT SLaIf. BT 196
LG g&er Ceubmi BT Leugmed LIigsaliGUBIbOUTIOS, SieuBmD
BLB, SNLIUGS HEHEHHGI UTHISMIL DaNlUS  DIJF6T
BLMLD. SILILIQUITET SITFmeTl LBHTamBmler 281D OFuwiuleT
FBIOUSTOUBI:

.. renni anainl areiaITE GO GuTmb!
amar aibumar! HEwT Gugi!
SRGMar Lol paeyrh fmard
Ppdmad OHTaMIL OUTRDLH S
renIiD UFTGHD CUTIHISATH CBTINUIL
OumehGsTIm WGUGD ATTH CHTHHCHTII
urold yafiiian usamafiaid

Il Gaiy OGPl

Sfurg appowT® papsiCrent alammis
pObEam  HaluCyr

(upib. 2:11-20)

Suumed  Caywrer CUBEHCFTB® o duiehBFyeursament
WrebFuyt (pBTSIMWIT LTguIS SRGLb. LhS0fler oismy
Simliled FTEBISTILTS (PHeled Cgfluiaimueet SeieuysGer
ST Dausll  HeIgH  SeatailiGumiled gBuL L Geulpdaras
OBhaILL S o _melamnTer (AW HIBBIeUTSHE Snidaa 6
Qeuigb Seutaefed erehABWTT HovidEe owam & oefsgid
Couppilulesr SiemLwimemoral CLmehGaTB® el(hhal SiefesID SHet
o _mallegmer sTaiCpT FMBHHIL T Dmauulhig DL &l
OeuigleTenens GBEL Ul LITL6VIg&E6T 2 awulidaidlamser. 'sanpi'
RIUSBEGHS ‘Slenen’ GT@TOBT(H CLUT(HEHLD 2 awi(B. (LBD. 298D
umLedlelt 25110 Siiguilen Lisnipw! o eny). Gemipest pevmidleeule
FTaiBpmi SMMBLD eletenid SlenenuleiCy Seauiesel.

Beieuryl, LPHSOPT uTpaliedsd SFFais HBBHSTET
QP BT auidsoTalT; SISAMGUBW  SiHIILT aIQID SIS ST
QT & & S IGTTEMEUMETEL  HEWEVLDSHEINBLI  LI6VeUTH6T  OCETami(h
LIMLQU|6TT6IT6OTIT .

SImmT [BITe) Sext

BUIHEBTS e 2 eyud (LHIuTARWT) o GarsmABTamSWIT,
o2 Geaugm. BmIevsD, CFaiener, 2000.

UDBTEY e 2 @pupin (LuBiurdfiu)

o Bou.gmiiprenswii, © Gal.Fr. HIesD, Gaareme.

ppment gayh 2 b (2_)) &.CeuTeosIFIoaweT, 6.
F.0.6a15., Coerener, 2004.
w3, HFTHA
maBLH 9444169603 -
ettenehaev dr.a.thasarathan@gamil.com

Tel : 416.

Strengthening our Tamil community and
[ ; ® ) El s g " e ) H
it's growing business with our leading team!

APEX

CREATIONS

WWW.apex

=

C

reat

-

¥




Attention Highschool Students
You Can Get into THAT University

Not sure that your marks will be high enough?

Let us walk beside you like we've done for thousands of other high school students over the past 15 years.

G ... Cambridge
905 472 1706 ‘ E,
5873, Highway 7 East, Academy

Markham L3P 1A3 success starts here

Hours of Operation: Monday - Thursday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm / Friday 9:30 am - 4:00 pm
Saturdays and Sundays - Appointments available upon request










SHTGHHTED (1PHHI CHTOSTINUIIPD FHih S0 B kIS EhLD
SIOUDY [Gle0EIEaT CFT, CFILP LTI LITH@hG @ Hll 5T S bhHen 6lsin)
GO NHA0Ipeor.  "UTLISLD  cpsud  Hsool GUITLNeD  euemILiL]"

erel  GEHTE&ETULINW  ApCab SIS  Fo DIKGIDG. &.ap. 31D
BIDDTEIHEEGNWsMIN6 GLoS HheNa 6leiignid aCIMIN UTSHSFET 5600
L1001 & DML LMt W1ematT ""LmeniiCLinm"" ereord: @MDL" g (b so1mig.

SWHHI &SI S0 D6001(H%S EH% @ (1PsT GLoaTTI CLNTEDS
D60 DNCF TS BEML_ HeDGRIL BHbaNsd CFF, CFMIP, LIT600TLUIT
GONL_1TUL HaTareord.

Sauiseaflel LU HEGLU UL L uGHsafed  @Gnisle
DISHHATTET LD FDDIKSET SbhHIHIeTaMel. NNDODI  CUITS Ne0TZ
®_alsor@bld NPdbID Dhs0uih AIjhSHIATaT6IT.

SIONPT [BleVEI% 66D DIIS: GT60TD HeMIDIIL] GTLTCLITS) CahTauThi g2
ApCaUH LT GI0iCUNT 6IICUTHBHESG DL FHETND GUDPOIT? GTsID
Alle0ITS: b Eha S S FHIRIT AN60L_GaT &e00iL_[FiiLL_afsbsmev.

SIOUDT [Bl60d S0 Dy 61sIMTNI CHTDDID CH T (B & dn_(BID
oleold dlen DMEHT Dhlie)] GF Ul FlaTaT6ory.

SO0 G 60l ,
GOILNBHEUCHTL_DeOTIDGD 10[HeM S CIOUTT CLUTEDTUD & 0\% H60T. DTS 60T

CHT olcip GFTPHET  DNTF M60Id

WBUNeD GMICUTHID GI KIGHTD GHT600TIg (LGNS GIIPd; &IOS 4
GH T (BHSHT6. NDHITCUTICD 1OhHNS CLOUISGID DUl bBID HIT6D
CHTeMEDE GBT600Tg (L. DH&HCa 10HI, CLouili Cumsor [KlevLomss &
SMBBUUL L (1pebemed [Fledd HC0CW  (1pSHaul(LPHET6D BT (PN
CaHTaIDN®BES Causi(hh oleol MPehT LT.H). FlITFE BUEBISTT K560y
“HUONPT TN 6Te0Ts0)ILD BHIGDSD &I HeTarmy.

el epCoulbHemIUD FPCD H60N5 S e0NUTE ChTdh & CaTLD.
Cayj:

SIOPB G S0 CIOPHE HIUNGD NG0B bhS CII HIL 60
Db TS aMNNcoremId CHAbLHUTHCAT CF T GT60TLIL (535601 D60NT.
Carisafe Gsmg alPESHTY DGID. CIITHaT ANeDEDIeD DL 6TUisu5HeD

FbHeUTHETS S bbbl 160D 11 & SIs00M6OTLD.

GUBIDUNEIND Se0TmDIL HLOUPS S0 GBTKIE BIL [HIiLEGH G0
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DbHTDS CFUBIH 6I60I6UTID. LI6D Fhihd SO BIeHEhLDI L4 CIT
BT 196D @ @haumufleor. Causonii®, &L L [BTH. GHeUMsuighIH Dbl
CHTOBSIOND 10600TLg DHI&H WMD) (SeuismPUl ChYaTT)  GF Feoi
Dh600TL_[T60T. H6060bAT Haol a1ehF. &1 D s00IGLIT 605000 (uppmsu g
DT HEDIUNITATHTES FEISH Se0hIEEILAT dn DI,

CFI TS THemar UPPF I K%HBN160 S)e0s SUIEIS6T LT[HI601ms0r.
GEAUTST uBDOIILHHIT UTL_GDHAT 6D G il Kk enard & dbhas01Dsor.

LIMs00TLQ W1

GIOME &H6001L_% Hle0 UMPhS 10s0M%5 @604 CHTC LITs00ILg LN
2 @l GLUPHIdh & H60MD HI60TLEI GUTSHINITE BR0aILD &bk HIHTEGLD.

60 GRIGMBTL LT &PIILISEHLD 1L GIomf) Kilshd @bl LITs00ILg W
DTS UPPICH DNHKBID &P B % K0T Deor.

LITe00Tg W 1De0tsu ¥, Hey M, Liehd i, CmHeuieort, G 1flud, wipj,
SUANHK GT60I WL BLILI(H5U. LBEOTENT GT60T DMeDIPAHITLIL L HiT6D Glbli%6D
161605 Lo HAT6 LITGHSUT MIPITHN LTl NTH CHhTaotufldhdHeumb
GIGOTLIT. LIG00TLg WG 1D0IGHEMg eIl BHDE&S FTOIPISHE CHTaTaIT.
(TleoTeonmL” dafleh LITOOIL_SUGHT® GBI FLH5%5 Sayfui Lehdsui oreip
GIFTDEHAT L6 WEDT DML BL LILGILIL 19 (hdHEOTID GT60TLIT. G601
UGSEwI Dhs00TCLIT 616011 6D GEH6UT0IaUT IO G LOIILIM6DT [BTL 6014,
Ga 1ol
DEWIP5H UL 19 (b &H6VMD 61601 NDELT L TEL T SHiNyneoofund Gogyd

Q& M6 GL_TF 61601 LI & T 6D 61601 IO LIMT600T Lo W1

Fn_ I 60TDTT.
Gampj:

Campisanst CaHTHDID UPO GHaNauner Jueipibail cIBia|LD
S0dSESaNCT &6D6AIL" (HEHaNGsT S6bs06v. GLITSHINTE SLOUD b ()
DI Glohal UPPI HH6U6DHMANLT GUD 2 HAYID PEOEISENT60N, FEI%
SHEMEIGET ENGHNDGHI 1N0160IM60N CHTL_&& HIhmBI CIilhd
GIMp DGUTGUIT &6 UPD IaIR] &HHeIDEEMATT GUD 2 Halsonmayid
DENTHAT UTIDHES, SO UdhEEHmar @b and; S 10010 b5
GBIGTCHT, DsUTSHaT SUTCUTNIHEMET (IPIEDIOWLTS NPhH Gk TaTsl CHT
(LY W T Fl6iT o Byl

CampsmIs QI coreol), QFIDINUWIGOT, susmalsl, &laiall Grs0rd
GOINGEUT. G 60601 616010 GFTeD FHMVMULE &DdhdID. Sd GFT6ed



3,6006060DI0WIT60IRNT 6160110 GLITHATED 6M&UTETILL 19 (hdh & 6UTLD. GM6ITLD
10866 BIL 6L & GbT600L_6MT 6I60ILILTD GUaTeN6T 6I60MT QLT
G5 1600119 (hdh & 60D 61601LIT. &laiall 6T60ILIG) 5660aI6IS &PEGID GF Ted
61601 H160IDIT L Tdh1_§ &NIos00nun isujsar.

DJF LOJL:

GHTL_SHEETHOHTLCL. TFTL & SHeneOIpsnn suIplITECal
GHTL_JhElaTeng)l. HbmhoHGbI 1601 IDH6 DL FNemiosmuni GumiaIg)
DT 10ILI&6M6D 660IDM% GLIBLOLITEDT60T DIFSbBaTT6D 1NeoiliPOIiLL ()
GUB BIATATH. NTFaSH G Ued emeolalWli GdbhSH CUTHILD
DL Ayfsmioenuti Qupnd @ NG SiemL_CUIT UL Sg1 rd anplumsL
NDGHECHTCT 610D OILID D) dBbHEIATNGl. NThEEGNU SmarCumy
S)eneun i 6IMIuL L 601i. SaNEICHT, SanehGF 1PIeor. Seneh B T6d,
S)emonpeol Sanmiglanal CLT6ID CUITHET SenaTCUITDTE &5 5601,

GUITGINTE clpeoiDl TS Saflapd HHemHauld BN Temio
<Dy 600N T16T6D6T S 6Th & G SUIPBIBITLIL (B GUbSHIaTaTS).

WL &G0 alpr 10&6F APIUTS bl HSIATaTH. )5 60601
LDG0OTOD)ILDEIH6VLD 616015 GHTGDSTINUT GO 19 (h& B60IDTT. S)F)
&L (B0 Gum gio <91, 6001 (H G & M MILD
GIST600IL_ML_1TLIL 19 (h% 1601 DF)1.

P H6D H1_6mal L 601 60T [}

DS I NPhHSSHTET NPT 6T 1KLL 61601 DIEDIPH S HETaTEI.
T DAl

SHJ60011060601 % 61T6D BT S 60U AT D)\ (BlbH601. NSNMMUTED DTS
116007561 GFUTUINTLIL L 601. LDG0TGOTCE0T <DIGMaUS &5 HEMeVEN60TTH B hlhHT601.
DNmauUiled NTF Ceorm(h yalud PPl GO UPSHID D) ®b ST
STECAMTH IN0IDF FTHEHID, NI DNGYRN6VTHEDID, 1I05ITHEHID,
LD60T 6016011601 [h60OTLITHEHID &H6UHLE D DI 60IT. ColhShTEEhd: &
D1cmsuUflblil gl CLTeDE: GHNIBED 10601601THEhd:GHID DU B hjh S Sl
D101UT6D 1L10CAMT LD 1D GUDP®BHS601T. UTTuNsor Demauuied &1NeOwID,
DNGBL0M60T DIsneUUTED 6IATENRM LT BLD, GF BIhL (HRIGT DIeDMITIED LITEI0IHLD
DNOIH S BHSH60IT. ealiiled ek HWBIGAT LPH N6l TS Kl & 6T
BEDL_GUPDET. ATF )G ,CeOTF 66T BUIPKHILS) [HeDeDTL” Flsoil
aINUBHSHIUCH w2 NuiNeorishafsol wpHEUIT LTS S)bh 55
DA CUTT 16T P HeuPld GFwedUL L CUTG DS G,
NN 6DT dn_[0 50600 [hEDMION T H601T.

P& GUIYNiY

DL Fenil CLOPGHTE0GNY (b LD 1060160160601 DNTF LI %60 bk 51
hid @engl. SmULTID 106TIC6T FHT6IME LPsTahgh I LGl
il (h elleokbemld. S)HDEHET6T FNOINIEGAT FhE &I 556D
S & &L OUDIES0ipeor. &HN&HT6D CIMIPsol  GauPm)  Hevoil
Gl 600T600NLT GLIMTAED & M60T Gl (heh CF T6VT H601 (PGB0 HMLIAPDDT6OT. Sh s,
O&1HF FuNemeoid HTKIS (IPLgUITIDED DIRU6T 60160601 LTI & F1dh
GI&T600TL_T60T 6T60TLI 60601 GH6D&SSWILD sMmulledmd Bifll (1Pl &ID&I.

SFHICUTGID HB1pR]HaT euTINOTH 1060T601T HTONECU TS U505
SHIDHSHI6TET60NT 616011131 GHNEDG.

CUL

CuUITT wpIdk ATFMel NHBTTSH KNG DL WTATIOTSH
QTlaMEIL &I, DNDAPIS: NT60GIL06WE0NITNED @ 6TaT &L 19 606D maEBLILIL [H)
BEOI@ UTHSTESTUL L Hl. ADIDSES STG S Hlmaliprema
PN SEDETE 1WPI% GHTLUL UL L Gl 1pFd G&TL [Hsu % DG S 601
LIDLEDT 660N Sbhgl subSHaiengl. CUIT eIPUBIDCUTHI 1PTd GHTL 19
CuTId Qa1 % PG SBAUL L gl CUTTeD AiTThEhdHd 2 DIFNEHID GIPUHLD
SUEM&UTED (IPId GBI L UL L gl. Sdgprd CUMTsd GaudN GUPDDSHUILD
DDENG B UsDET BT DL Gausin DMhBHTL 19601 HT6UD LTSI,
GeuL'ly I6md WIemeorulsal 1Dg) eIPPls HID BIL 19D OHT600I(H) aubS
DUDIOTH S 60\ HI CUITT (1pTd: GF Ul G601

Osmy

FRIS HTHLED 10T HEISEHEE 610N &b SIGDL_LITard
FIGOTeMON B8 G5Tig nilh GHN0ILY (bhSH60TT. G IT ANbGENL cRIIIfLD, CFTIPT
L1601d G ML 6MUIUILD, LIT600TI W 1D60TGETLg 6DUIULD G T600TLY Bk %601
CuTReoCUINTG LeD&HUT0 BTl DNPUTLIG TTh6T01 CHTLHSIDTS
O ®hg1 bHEl. CHTIL L UMD Gbilg LNEGHSANL_ UL L gl CUITS&afer
S606UbLTGPID, BN GFhmbeSSaNId ChMgHaT 1N GHANL 11U L 6.
GDIB6Y 1D60T60IT H601d GbTig 6T GUDPIMBHHEIT. DNThaT CUITS (i &
SUOULD L 19 L&) GF QIhH BT 61601 DADIUIGTLD. MSHAUDDIIL L BT,
Gau@Pl QUMDY BT 19601 sML_TaTd FeoreordmBUID GHmouiled LFHsgHN
up& S el CoustlHGLO6IID sUIPS BID HEDL_(IpsmPITed &) HihSHHI.

DI FiJ

DT bEG b COTF M Fn DINEDES NeDIOF T Db H6017T.
HAAPTET Db CEOTS 600N d_ )] DH601T6D H60I0 ANGmaTULOTUTSIT Dt Co0T S 60600
RULDEIEIL DIWLOS F I 6JaT60ID GFUTUITLIL L_6OTj.

Bliglauy

SBI% HN6D LO6OTCIT HIHINTH0aT BUILDS B\ SH60rT. S
GIDEILHED DTS AT LsNUTGLD. QUIGIUTES GIGAT HHUITE S HhS
UL G601, 6ENEEUILITT MBI GhBIOTEIT Dieh U601 SN TN Db
GHMT600IEML DT NsmahGHd CF ciiPIl. GLIBLDLICOTTEN CHTQ,THpTT
HHUITES GQFwedUL [, heomLaiall GpHESETaN Dl S
LOG0I60T T GIh 4 LD SNemL_CUI [bL_[b% CUTEWIS HaNTHS DsNiHel B balhhdHLD
Sem_ufled eDNIHeMU HemeubTL” BaISHDEGI UTHUL L TT. LITs00MgUl
LDGOTGOT60T60T HIST 6db6ML" B FIT HTVGE S @ Cumomf CF soipsbnsd
GONILIBET G% N5 85601 Ds0r.

QDI

FIhlh BIGD LOGOICIT 6T HIHIUTHEDaTT CLITED 6DDTSHETIIID
JBl060NDH G Ui He01l. 6DDI (1PN HITfHSTIOTS NGMIOLLTSE Sbhdl WbhY).
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S CUTHDT LGN UMBLILL L & HSHISHMaT 6IIpIING &HHI%eT
GFui Hlkementl UAOIDES GHT00IL_601H. PPT 2 eibIL [ 104 &emamujid,
DII6D BTL L OTMIUILD @ _6Ta)] LINTHSHI 6UfbSHe01. CLogyh SIenInd F i, I
DINIUEDT, UTF GBHLOUS ST, LsDHIT Bh&ECUTTHDET 2 aTa)
LM B60rT. Sauidei oTDICaIL_Ki%anNsd @ sumaall. QF QBDT & DININE
9_G00IGMIDILITE0IG 61601 (IPIge) GFUIWMIDED, sDDIbEhSEE DDITHJ
G webL(BHLD PNEPTT DDT6I & bhHemHH CHL CL_ 2 Mig) GFUILITIL L gl
CLPGOTDTEU G DDEDIUD CHL-HF CFuIHlhel CF&MNHHIUL L 601. DDF
@RI (h& @& 69 (haUT GHTL_JLI SebevTIoeD HeoTlmdhd G WeDUL L 601, 6D
SUDTSEF QFWeDUL L TedD DibEhdhhsh Hlh S 5600160600
SIS SAULL_F).

[/

S BISBT6D L060T6OT]T 6111 CLITGID SHIDAPEDL Ll D006 b (%6065
cSLILPNID 6T60016001% B Ceol S\bbdhl MbSH60IT. DEHDHTSHI CUTTEH
& (beNbEIT, HTEDTL LML, &S MIILML_, TINILML, ChHILILIML
GCUITEI DN ST BIIESIIONS 606U 5 5 (blh %6010, SILML_&Hafed D
GUIT@BHHI 1oN6UT, LOATENT, 61UN60rT, LOLPsU, eueDGVIDLIT, LITSHAT CLIT60I GO
DGHEIONEF CHTHSIE CHTATATIUL L 60IT. FRISHHTE 1060T60NT Cauml LieD
DNIHE06N Cel6iiml HIng 1" Femw aNNayL (5 H|aTaTeorT.

FHe0IDTEH, HNBM6D CIMPsoi. GhHehCF IO, GF BIGL  (Hs60T
DL EICUTENNE Fn_DOTLD. SsUiHEhaT HNBM6D CIFMPsal Al SbHIT 101" (HID
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2901 Markham Road
Scarborough, On
(Markham & McNicoll)
(416)- 743-9191

# In Scarborough, we have
- attempted to recreate
the ambiance,
atmosphere and the
flavors that make a visit
to the Vimika Restaurant
in Scarborough so

5 memorable.
% We offer a wide variety of menus and
g planning services to ensure that : S
your event will be one to remember. info@vimika.ca
www.vimika.ca
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COMPUTEK
COLLEGE

BUSINESS « HEALTH CARE - TECHNOLOGY

Registered as a Private Career College under the Private Career
* Colleges Act. 2005

DIPLOMA COURSES
Take a look at Our Website:

Enterprise Network Engineering 50 wks
. . WWW.COMPUTEK.EDU
Community Services Worker 50 wks
Integrated Application Development 50 wks
Early Childcare Assistant 38 wks

Personal Support Worker 32 wks i LAID OFF OR

Accounting & Payroll Administration 35 wks UNEMPLOYED?
Medical Office Administration 28 wks '

Deworl tag o 15 ke Second Career and other financial

assistance may be available

C terized A ti 26 wk
e e L for those who qualify.

Business Administration 26 wks
Call for details

- Toronto Campus 400-2425 Eglinton Ave E. Markham Campus  202-7 Eastvale Dr.
. FEglinton/Kennedy ~ 416-321-9911 MasthebiStecles 905-471-3344

NATTIYA KALAKSHETRA

L&l LNGHALIPW el bE6H Ghmidud

SCARBOROUGH I AJAX

(Momingside & Fllesmere) (Salem & Williamson)

MARKHAM

(McCowan & 14th) (Coppard & Quantum)

Smt. Thenujah Thirumaran 905 554 5846
(DIPLOMA IN INDIA) "KALAKSHETRA" 647 638 7004
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= Root Canal Treatment

= Cosmetic Dentistry

= Grown & Bridges

= Gum Treatment

= White Fillings

e Bl‘m QurLocation:

= Extraction DENTIST Dr. Sabesan Thangathurai
 Toeth Claning
= Teeth Whitening FAX: 4167922199  www.cisabesan.com
= Treatment for Kids

Onsite Dental Lab Available

(Al types of Insurance accepted)
Welfare, ODSP, Cinot & Healthy Smile
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@ THRU" NATURE MEDICARE

Thulasi Thiru R.Ac..C.S.CM.A)

(A member of the College of Traditional Chinese Medicine Practitioners and Acupuncturist of Ontario.)
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pL "~(B aiefleser - Arthritis (neck back, knee, shoulder)
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onullGienio, aigCamiay - Insomnia

M (Plg. Q&M (& - Hair Loss

,mé;gsm)ms\ﬂ or semaauellaar (Migraine & Headaches)

| ;r;g,aﬂ;_;rrdi g0UBSUL L Llj&gemansen
GLESE Q&Y suICuTalld Srsmmis maudsu snamaulld Acupuncture Practitioner Shaé LiafiLifibseu)

MARKHAM

Denison Family Medical Centre
Unit 8, 7380 McCowan Rd.
Denison / McCowan
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Call for free Consultation

Tel: 905-598-1292
905-944-0‘1 00

SCARBOROUGH
Unit 003, 1920 Ellesmere Rd.
(Bellamy/Ellesmere)
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amil and Sanskrit are the oldest languages

of India, both classical, with literatures over

two thousand years old. Both started with

oral fraditions.  Sangam poetry is the most

ancient poetry of the Tamil people who
populate the southern part of the Indian continent,
Sri lanka, and Malaysia. The literature was written
over many centuries, roughly from 300 B.C. to 300
A.D. This body of literature was rightfully termed
‘'words of the wise’ by ancient Tamil commentators.
It is the foundation of Tamil literature, and the great-
est heritage of the Tamil people. It is comprised of
18 books, 8 of them being anthologies and 10 of
them being long songs. There are 2381 poems,
written by 473 named poets, many anonymous
poets, men and women from all walks of life from
cattle herders to kings. The literature affords materi-
al not just to linguists, but also to historians, anthro-
zoologists,  ornithologists,

pologists,  botanists,

astronomers and scholars from other disciplines.

These poems take us back in time and reveal the
Tamil country of that time, its citizens, its prosperity,
fauna and flora, trade with the Greeks, Greek
mercenaries working for Tamil kings, incursions into
Tamil Nadu from those in the north, poets, bards,
dancers, drummers, ports which handle export and
import, toll roads, knowledge of astronomy, usage
of mechanical gadgets, scissors, fancy fabrics, art,
architecture etc. Some matters which seem modern
appear in the poems, like the voting process,
collecting sales tax and operating toll roads.
The smallest poems are three lines long and the
largest one is 782 lines long. The themes are love
and heroism, with elements of nature seamlessly
Over 75% is love
literature, the rest being heroism and history. The

embedded in almost each line.

Tamil words used in the poems are delightful. They
are short, crisp and rich in  meaning.
The sangam books which were etched on small
strips of palm leaves with nails, disappeared for
many centuries, only to resurface in the early
1900s, thanks to the painstaking efforts of great
Tamil scholars like U.V. Swaminatha lyer, C.W.
Damodaram Pillai and others. These scholars along
with other dedicated scholars, collected manuscripts
from various parts of Tamil Nadu and brought them

to print.

From the heroic poems called Puram, one can glean
information about kings, poets, bards, musicians,

benevolence of kings, warriors, battles, brave moth-
ers and wives of heroes etc. The poems are quite
and the poet is the
The Akam or love poems, which are highly conven-

direct speaker.
tionalized, detail love before marriage, during
marriage and in separation. These sophisticated
poems are loaded with suggestions. Nature is used
fo express human emotions and situations, and is
never described for itself. There are references from
the tiny mosquito to the mighty elephant. The tropi-
cal landscape imagery is quite vivid. The poet is
not the speaker in the love poems. The poet hides
himself/herself and speaks through one of the
characters.  The speakers are the heroine, her
friend, her mother, her foster mother, the hero, his
friend, his charioteer and an occasional passer-by,

the bulk of the poems being the words of the heroine

and her friend.

Each poem is a vignette, an act that the reader gets
The act occurs in one of the five
These
five landscapes are mountain, seashore, agricultural
Each
landscape has an emotion or mood attached to it,
Further,
each landscape has ifs assigned season and time.

fo witness.
landscapes set up by ancient convention.

field, parched wasteland and the forest.
which is the key element in the poems.

When a reader reads a poem, he or she will under-
stand the landscape and the related emotion. This
landscape convention gives poets the ability to
bring all the elements in that landscape info each
poem, using them to express the emotion and situa-
fion of the poem. In each landscape, one can see
the fauna, flora, people who populate the
landscape, musical instruments pertaining fo that
landscape, musical ~ funes  and  gods.
No names are mentioned in the love poems. They
are timeless in that sense. The poets wanted future

generations to feel that they are part of the drama.
HERE IS A BEAUTIFUL POEM UTTERED BY A MAN TO HIS LOVER:

My mother and your mother,

what are they to each other?

My father and your father,

how are they related?

You and |,

how did we know each other?

Like rainwater that falls and

merges with the red earth, our

loving hearts have become one. (Kurunthokai 40) -



Sangam poetry is nature poetry. Through the poems, one
can see the Tamil country — its landscapes, mountains,
rivers, ponds, forests, woods efc. There are over 150
flowers mentioned. There are over 150 frees mentioned.
There are vast numbers of birds, mammals, reptiles and
insects. The ancient Tamils knew their skies. Many constel-
lations are mentioned. There is mention of Mars, Mercury,
Venus, Jupiter, and Saturn. They were aware that the
planets went around the sun.

THERE ARE SOME SPECIAL POEMS LIKE THIS ONE:

All towns are ours. Everyone is our kin.

Evil and goodness do not come to us

because they are given by others.

Nor do suffering and the ending of suffering.
Death is nothing new. We do not rejoice

when living is sweef. When we suffer

we do not say that living is miserable.

Through the vision of those who have understood,
we know that precious life makes its way

like a raft riding a powerful huge river

that roars endlessly, fed by cold rains

with bolts of lightning as it crashes against rocks.
So, we are not awed by those who are great.
Much less, we do not despise those who are weak!
(Purananiiru 192)

A poet is successful if he/she can bring through words the
imagery info the minds of the readers. The Sangam poets
are greatly skilled in this art. In this literature, nature is
Nature is used to show the
characters, moods and events through similes and meta-

never an isolated image.

phors. If there is a cloud in the poem, it is there to reveal
something. The poets had a thorough knowledge of nature
around them, and put them to use. They record minute
defails.

The most common ones are comparing the eyes of women
to blue waterlilies, the beauty of women to peacocks with
plumes, the delicate body of women to vines, fingers of
women to glory lily petals, the tenderness of women to that
of deer, drum sounds to thunder, and horses galloping as
fast as the wind. However, most are not repetitions. The
comparison list is very long.

In a poem, a young woman says this, “When my lover is
near me, I'm happy like a festive town. When he leaves,
I'm like an abandoned house in the wasteland.” A hero
who pines for his beloved says, "My desire cannot be
contained. lt is like heavy rain that falls into an unfired clay

pot.” A poet describes tiny flowers dispersed by the wind
to pearls falling off a broken strand. A heroine in a love
poem is away from her lover. Women talk ill of her. She
says, “I'm like a ripe fruit fallen off a fig tree and crushed
by seven crabs.”

To one poet, small springs on a mountain appear like blue
jars filled with liquor. In one poem, the poet uses the
flowers of the cow’s thorn plant (Tribulus terrestris ) which
eventually becomes thorns, to reveahl a changed situation.
The heroine says, "My lover who used fo be sweet hurts
me, having changed, like the cow's thorn flowers of the
meadow which have changed into thorns.” The Sangam
poets seized the land around them with all its confents and
presented them with sweet words. Sangam literature is o
vast ocean with many enjoyable faces.

The poems are a freat to the senses of the readers, since
one can see the vivid colors of the landscapes and hear the
many vibrant sounds. This literature is the root of all Tamil
literature. It needs to be shared with the entire world. In
A. K. Ramanujan’s words, "These poems are 'classical,’
i.e., early, ancient; they are also 'classics,' i.e., works that
have stood the test of time, the founding works of a whole
tradition. Not to know them is not to know a unique and
major poetic achievement of Indian civilization'.

VAIDEHI HERBERT
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THOL KAAPPIVAM

THE ANCIENT TAMIL TEXT

he starting point for the Tamil

literary works is reckoned to be

from the first Tamil Sangam or
academy period. Tamil tradition claims
this period lasted for 4440 years,
approximately from 9990 BCE, in the city
of ancient Madurai which went under the
ocean at the end of this period. None of
the literary works that belonged to this
period survived except for their names
quoted in the later literary works. Second
Tamil Sangam was functioning for 3700
years, approximately from 5550 BCE to
1850 BCE, in the city of Kapadapuram
which was engulfed by the ocean at the
end. Tamil tradition says Thol kaappiyam,
the oldest Tamil book available today
authored by Tholkaappiyar belongs to
this second Tamil Sangam period. Third
Tamil Sangam functioned in the current
city of Madurai for 1850 years until the
beginning of the current era. Most of the
ancient classic Tamil literatures available
today including the famous Tamil text
Thiru kuRal belong to this period.
Thol Kaappiyam is generally said to be
the text of Tamil grammar. It is indeed
amazing that even before the beginning
of the common era, there did exist a
language and culture with rich rules,
regulations and guidelines which are
alive and applicable even today. We can
conclude that the Tamil should have been
flourishing long before Thol Kaapiyam’s
time for someone to set out rules and
regulations to formalize its usage and

grammar.

/2

Thol kaapiyam was made out of 1602
aphorisms both small and large. It is

divided into three sections as follows.

1. Tamil letters and phonology (ezuththu
athikaaram- eTLp&S SlGlsNILD)

2. Tamil morphology and syntax (chol
athikaaram- @&ned SlFlesmpLd)

3. Tamil semantics and lifestyles (porul

athikaaram- - QLNHET SiFl&MTLD)

TAMIL LETTERS AND
PHONOLGY

EZHUTHTHU ATHIKAARAM
(LSS SlFlEsILd

This section of Thol kaappiyam defines
the Tamil alphabets and their appropriate
usage.

It starts with:

" Lefters in Tamil

are thirty in number

from ‘®- o to “6%7 - n’ and

", - ah’ with three dots

is also added to these"

It further states:

“The letters * &4, - Aa, ¢J- Ee, 69- Oo’ -
these three are interogation letters

" 9l-a’ '6T-¢’ '2_-u’ - these three mark

statements.”

Over the thousands of years after Thol
kaappiyam not a single letter is added to
or deleted from the Tamil Language.

Grammatical rules laid down in Thol

kaappiyam are still active and applicable

in Tamil.

TAMIL MORPHOLOGY &
SYNTAX

CHOL ATHIKAARAM
6\&Ted SiglamgLd

This part says about the unique pattern of
the Tamil Language which classify the
noun words as human and non human
tclasses. Humans are called uyar thiNai
or high class and all other nouns are
called ahir thiNai or low class. This is in
contrary to gender classification of nouns

in the Indo-European languages.

"words go in two classes:

uyar thiNai and ahir thiNai

uyar thiNai marks humans ONLY
ahir thiNai for all others"

- Thol kaappiyam 484

"athu, ithu, uthu

ahuthu, ihuthu, uhuthu,

avai, ivai, uvai,

av, iv, uy,

yaathu, yaa, yaavai,

these fifteen are the
demonstrative nouns

for the non human class words"

- Thol kaappiyam 652

These are still rules for the usage of Tamil

in day to day life.



TAMIL SEMANTICS AND
LIFESTYLES

PORUL ATHIKAARAM
QUINEB6T SIFlSMILD

Many knew that Thol kaapiyam is a book
of Tamil grammar. But very few knew Thol
kaappiyam  also describes the Tomil
landscape, fauna and flora there in and
the lifestyle of people in different occupa-
tional and social groups with different
customs, values and behaviours in an
amazingly unbiased non-judgemental
way unique for the ancient Tamil literature
. Ancient classic Tamil literatures includ-

ing Thol kaapiyam describe four types of
landscapes inhabited by early Tamils.

These are:
1. mullai = The forest tract, their fauna
and flora and the life style of the people

there in.

2. kuRinchi — The hilly tract, their fauna
and flora and the life style of the people

there in.

3. marutham — The fertile cultivate land,
their fauna and flora and the life style of

there in.

4. neythal — The sea shore tract, their
fauna and flora and the life style of the

people there in.

In addition paalai is the stretched arid

zZone.

Two facets of life were described in Thol
kaappiyam among the people living in

these four landscapes. They are Aham

and PuRam. Puram is the expression of

external endeavours of heroes. It
describes valour, generosity, sharing,
battles, friendship efc. Aham is the
expression of internal love and emotions.
Again Aham is divided into two, kalavy,
the secret pre marital love and katpu, the
formal love

within the arranged marriage.

Thol kaapiyam and early Tamil

literatures elaborates the:

Love style in the mullai land - forest tract
Love style in the kuRinchi land — hill tract
Love style in the marutham land - fertile
tract

Love style in the neythal land - sea shore
tract and the

Love style in the paalai land - dry arid
tract further in addition to

Kaikkilai or one sided love and

perunthiNai or incompatible love.

FEATURES OF LOVE AS EXPLAINED
IN THOL KAAPIYAM

Union in love, separation, endurance,
Pining and sulking and motives there in
Are perceived to be the strands of
Aham love behaviour.

- Thol Kaapiyam 962

CAUSES OF SEPARATION IN LOVE AS
EXPLAINED IN THOL KAAPPIYAM

Pursuit of learning,

Call of war against foemen

And mission of ambassadorial

Will occasion the parting of lovers

-Thol Kaapiyam 962

Pursuit of wealth also occasions parting,
-Thol Kaapiyam 981

It is not the custom to take the woman
with
While one undertakes a voyage on the

seqs.

-Thol Kaapiyam 983

SIGNS OF LOVE AS EXPLAINED IN THOL
KAAPPIYAM

The vicissitudes of mind

As making the boy and girl

In their clandestine course of love are:
Amorousness, persistent feel of one for
the other,

Emaciation of the body,

Giving free vent to experiences of
pleasure and pain,

Transgressing the bounds of modesty
and propriety,

Every object of sight painfully, reminding
one

Of the features of their loved one,
Self-forgetfulness, stupor and even
death.

- Thol kaappiyam 1043

TYPES OF MARRIAGES AS EXPLAINED IN
THOL KAAPPIYAM

The wedded course is

The hero, comes from a worthy lineage,
Taking hand in marriage

Of the heroine

As she is offered by those

Of a line worthy and compatible,

With the rites and ceremonies attendant
there in

-Thol kaapiyam 1086

Even as the heroine’s kin

Do not consent fo their union

There does occasion wedding solem-
nized

With the two taking to elopement

-Thol kaapiyam 1087
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COMPATIBILITY IN LOVE AS EXPLAINED IN
THOL KAAPPIYAM

The hero and heroine united in love,
There mark a harmony and compatibility
inn lineage, conduct as befitting such
ancestry, fortitude, age, physical form,
propensity and inclination to sexual
passion, steadfastness, graciousness of
demeanour,a discerning mind and
masterful endowment

-Thol kaapiyam 1215

UNDESIRABLE TRAITS IN LOVE AS
EXPLAINED IN THOL KAAPPIYAM

The traits undesirable

Between the hero and heroine are
Jealousy, hard-heartedness, egocentrici-
ty, slander, harsh words, irresoluteness,
indolence, pride in one’s high birth,
naivety, forgetfulness and finding
parallels outside.

-Thol kaapiyam 1216

PITFALLS IN AN ORAL OR WRITTEN
PRESENTATIONS AS DESCRIBED IN THOL
KAAPPIYAM

1) Repetition,

2) Contradicting statements,
3) Not explained enough,
4) Exaggerative statements,
5) Meaningless statements,

6) Ambiguous statements,

words,

9) Statements on own assumption

without verification and or

10) No definite focus in the speech.

-Tholkaappiyam 1608
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7) Hurting other’s feelings by his or her

8) Degrading others by insulting words,

Thus Thol kaapiyam dominates and
influences Tamils’ life in their language,
literatures, expressions, attitudes, goals
and life style both in their home lands and
in other places they setled for two
thousand years or more. Understanding
Thol kaappiyam will help to understand

Tamil culture and its roots.

Dr. R. Lambotharan
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THE NECESSITY T0 PRESERVE OUR TAMIL TRADITIONS AND CULTURE

SINNIAH SIVANESAN

amils have rich and ancient culture

and traditions. They must be proud

of them. Hence it is their bounden
duty to preserve them at any cost. We are
called Tamils because we speak Tamil one
of the oldest and rich languages of the
world. This has been proved by archeo-
logical findings and by our ancient litera-
ture. Language and culture are age old
traditions that should be preserved .They
are like both sides of a coin. It is the duty
of all Diaspora Tamils to preserve them as
they are living among various cultures
and are in danger of losing them as years
roll by. It is the duty of the present genera-
tion to pass them on fo the next genera-
tion. | have seen a tendency of losing
some of them, among groups of people,
especially the younger generation who
are attracted by other cultures thinking
that ours as uncivilized. Hence this article
fo stress on the value and usefulness of
our traditions and the need to preserve
them.Before we go into the subject, it is
better to have a good understanding of
the words, culture and tradition. Culture
means the customs, ideas and social
behavior of a particular people or group.
Tradition is a long established custom or
belief passed from one generation fo
another. Hence it is very clear that we as
Tamils have very old traditional practic-
es established by our ancestors hence
have to be preserved .They have been in
practice for their usefulness and social
values. We will see some of them, which
have been lost or on the verge of dying to

understand this clearly.
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FAMILY TRADITIONS.

Our forefathers paid attention fo virtuous
living with welcoming visitors with hospi-
tality ,praying ,eating vegetarian food
,working hard and in harmony with the
nature leading a peaceful life. They had
daily routine duties and every member of
the household followed them diligently.
Every evening they had the entire family
in the prayer room worshipping, by
chanting devotional hymns and praying
for their well being and for the betterment
of their ruler and the country. They had
many traditional practices  centered
around personal hygiene and health.
There were no antiseptics or germicidal
sprays to wade off bacteria and viruses
Hence they used natural herbs and parts
of trees to kill germs .We will see some of
the traditional practices which are in

daily routine in Srilanka and India .

NEEM CMARGOSA J TREE.

This is a panacea for most of the air
borne diseases and our ancestors used
this in their daily life. They planted these
trees in their compounds to purify the air,
to make it pollution free. Also when there
is a widespread attack of infectious
diseases in their area, they used it's
leaves to make drinks by boiling them
and gave it to the affected individual.
Especially if a person is infected by chick-
en pox , leaves were made into a paste
and applied. The leaves were also tied in
the entrance of the house and the person
was isolated in a room and an adult who

had this disease earlier was attending on

him/her. No other member of the family
was allowed into the room so that they
may not get the infection. But this practice
is now given up by many living in urban
areas but still practiced in remote villag-
es. The margosa seeds were burnt to
drive away mosquitoes in the house ,the
twigs were made into a tooth brush to
clean the teeth by all. | remember to have
seen nearly about 60 uses of this tree’s
various parts used by our people listed in
a book. This is an example of a tradition-
al practice which was very common in
those days .Similarly most of the diseases
were tackled by our ancestors with herbal
medicines without any side effects. Hence
it is imperative for us preserve these
traditions which are beneficial to all

human beings .

VANAKKAM (NAMASTE).

This is a form of greeting in practice from
very ancient times .Not only Tamils but all
Hindus greet each other by bringing their
palms together and saying Vanakkam in
Tamil and Namaste in Hindi and in
various words in their own languages It
has many purposes other than the
religious one. Joining both hands ensures
joining the tips of all the fingers together.
These are pressure points of our eyes
,ears and heart . These points are activat-
ed when joining the fingers. This made
them to remember the person greeted
and also saved them from the spread of
some infectious diseases. This is also
interpreted as a salute fo our soul within

or hearty welcome. This healthy practice



is still there but it is being ignored by
many of us, as we are used to hand-
shakes It is better to greet people our

traditional way always.

BATHING AFTER ATTENDING A FUNERAL .

After attending a funeral he/she return
home and go to the well outside the
house take a bath and wash the clothes
worn .This is the normal practice then but
it is not being practiced by many Diaspo-
ra Tamils now. The main reason being to
prevent any infection from the funeral
house. Nowadays everyone is well
dressed and except a handshake or hug
and a few words of condolence the act of
sympathy is over. The spread of infection
is minimal .But it is better to take a shower
to be clean and forget the worries and to
cool off yourselves.In those days back
home the corpse is left at home till it is
taken to the cremation grounds or burial
grounds. Relatives and friends keep on
visiting the house to pay their last
respect. A traditional lamp is kept
burning near the , which will be covered
by a white cloth except the face .Incense
sticks burn near it, to make it pollution
free .Normally the body is kept until the
close relatives arrive .This is usually one
or two days and during that time food
and drinks are supplied by relatives or
neighbors . Then the body is carried on
a special platform after being kept in a
box ,by close relatives on their shoul-
ders. The son or very close male carry
the funeral fire in a small clay vessel
after the ceremonies are performed at
home. Funeral ceremony of Hindus is
usually done by a special priest ,which
last for nearly an hour. As years rolled
by horse carriages were used to carry

fhe corpse ond nOWGdG)’S heorse is

being used back home. I did not go into
the details of the funeral procedure then
as it is very exhaustive. In the western
world the procedure is changed and we
are all aware of that and need no
explanation. This shows how our
traditional practices are undergoing
changes depending on the situations and

facilities available.

POTTU OR TILAK.

Most women and a few men wear this red
spot on their forehead .This is a powder
made by burning turmeric and mixing it
with lime juice, when the color changes to
red . on the forehead between the two
eyebrows is a spot considered a major
nerve point in human body since ancient
times. The pottu is believed to prevent loss
of energy .This is said to retain energy
and control the various levels of concen-
tration. By applying pottu blood supply to
the facial muscles and to the points on the
mid brow region are facilitated and the
Adnya chakra is automatically pressed
This enables the blood supply to the face
muscles. The entire body emanates
energy in the form of electromagnetic
waves. This is the reason for your worries
generating heat and causing headache.
The pottu protect you from your worries
by cooling the forehead and prevent
energy loss. The same applies to sandal-
wood paste (santhanam) on the
forehead. All of us apply santhanam,
when we visit the temples and rub it off
after coming out, without redlizing the
cooling effect .Also it has a nice natural
smell. | have seen my grand- parents and
parents applying sandalwood paste
abundantly when they got headache.
Nowadays the powder we get is adulter-

ated and it has no smell or healing effect.

Our ancestors had a reason for all these
traditional practices and we call ourselves
as civilized and scorn at them. You might
have seen Tamil musicians in Tamil Nadu
with sandalwood paste and kumkum on
their forehead. Nowadays women are
using sticker pottu which does not bring
the effects mentioned above. It is the Tamil
tradition for married ladies to wear red
pottu and unmarried girls black pottu
This black pottu is prepared by boiling
sego grains and shoe flowers with little
water into a thick paste and storing it in
a small container or usually in an empty
cleaned coconut shell half. This is not
practiced now as artificial ones are avail-
able. Most of the ladies are not aware of
this. Similarly we have a rich tradition of
eating wholesome vegetarian food and
using milk and curd (yogurt ) in plenty
and using palmyrah jagerry to sweeten
our drinks and sweets instead of sugar.
The introduction of artificial sugar
brought in many diseases like diabetes
and kidney failures. We call ourselves
civilized and are inviting diseases which
our forefathers never had. All of them
lived more than 100 years and had a
happy and contended life. Now some of
us are turning back to their mode of
living, which is a healthy sign, but we
must make sure to get unadulterated stuff.
| have enumerated the need to preserve
our rich and beneficial traditions so that
this may not get lost as had happened to

many.
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he Pongal is the harvest festival of Tamils.
This celebration is characteristic of their
environment and culture. The theme of the
celebration of Pongal evolved from the
concept of “Thinai” (landscape, environ-
ment and people) of Tamils. This is a celebration
when we give thanks to nature. Professor Sivatham-
by states that “this festival is taken as a farmers’ day
and is interprefed as the Mayday of the Tamils”.

The sun is the most prominent natural feature that
people can see but are unable to reach physically.
Sun as the source of energy and life. As a god sun
represents an image of a powerful male whose
power over the land mother symbolically culminates
at the time of harvest. It is a festival where worship-
ping sun, the patriarch as well as thanking mother
earth for her benevolence. Tamils believe that he is
the God of nature who gives a bountiful harvest.
Within the perimeters of a kolam design (floor deco-
ration done with white powder| typically, firewood
is used to cook the rice in the courtyard. The clay
Pongal pot, decorated with mango leafs on the
neck, is set up on a three stone or clay stand, in the
direct view of the Sun (East).

Traditionally, the kolam is laid in the front or side of
the house. The Pongal is done on a regular stove
in the kitchen by Tamils in the Western countries like

Canada, USA, UK, France efc.

Pongal has been misrepresented as a Hindu festival.
It is not celebrated by all Hindus of India or of the
world. This festival does not belong to a caste, clan
or a religion. It is a secular festival. This festival
can be celebrated by any human being of the
world. The origin of Pongal is not known as it is a
celebration of thanksgiving to nature, and has been
carried out for centuries, if not millennia. There is
evidence in Sangam literature that it was a day
"Paraththai”
celebration of the collective labour of the farmers’

celebrated by farmers. is another

harvest.

The whole family come together to do Pongal. They
come together as a family and clean the courtyard
the day before Pongal. Husband and wife play an
important role in Pongal. The boiling over and
spilling over of milk from the Pongal pot is the most
auspicious moment of during cooking. It symbolizes

the flourishing of life, joy and abundance. The

spillover of milk is a symbol of prosperity and the
Pongal should come above the neck of the pot when
the cooking is almost done, fo indicate abundance.
Fire-crackers are it to celebrate the Padaiyal (offer-
ing) to the Sun. Then the relatives eat together.
Pongal is done in everyone's home, unless they
have a death or childbirth in the household. During
that time, their neighbours will share their Pongal
with these families. The second day, the Pongal is
Cattles
are very important in the life of the farmers in

done in the cattle shed to honor the cattle.

agriculture, as well as for other routine help as
means of transport. They play an important role for
the farmers in the production of rice paddy and
milk. Therefore, the cows and bulls are decorated
with flowers and they are fed some Pongal. In the
evening they have a bull race festival in the village.
This is what happens during Pongal in the rural
Tamil areas in Sri Lanka.

In North America thanksgiving was originally
celebrated by the First Nations people. Now it is
celebrated by all North Americans, and it is
celebrated on a National Holiday. For them it is the
celebration carrying the concept of sharing food
and harvest. Thai Pongal has emerged today as an
important Tamil Festival in the diaspora. It is a
significant event in the heritage and culture of Tamils

in North America and Europe.

There is a proverb in Tamil “Thai Piranthaal Vazhi
Pirakkum” -"when Thai (January) is born, there are
opportunities or ways out.” The significance of
pre-Pongal day is massive cleaning up inside and
outside the homes and cattle shed/pens. Purity is on
every one's mind on Pongal day. Those who can
afford to buy new clothes for Pongal will wear them
and others wear clean clothes. This is celebrated
elaborately in Malaysia, Singapore and India. The
Sri Lankans do not give much prominence to Pongal
but to Tamil New year.

In Canada, there are no clay pots, so Thai Pongal
is cooked in a new silver pot. Since Pongal is in
January, in cold countries like Canada, cooking
indoors with firewood is hazardous and may not be
allowed by the authorities for security reasons.
Some people buy new pots every year. Traditional-
ly children are told to take a shower and sing
Thevaarams, the Tamil Saiva hymns. Since it is not
a public holiday in the Diaspora, people make .



Pongal very early in the morning and eat it for breakfast.
They make some sweets too. Most children are not taught
about the importance of Pongal. Children who go to Tamil
classes at school learn about this tradition. Some Tamil
organizations celebrate Pongal on the following weekend
in Canada, a decision made by the Hindu priests, who
traditionally also decide on the dates for the Charriot
festivals and Holy Water festivals in temples, in order to
draw more people for the utsavas [festivities). However,
most organizations do not celebrate it as a Hindu Festival
but as a secular festival including all sects of the religion.
Even in a Catholic Monastery in Sri lanka, Pongal is
celebrated today as a Tamil Farmers day and a secular
festival. Today, many changes are taking place in the
Diaspora.  Prior to the Diaspora, changes were taking
place in Tamil Nadu to adapt it as a significant one to unite
Tamils. Care was faken to exclude the myths related to
Pongal. This was carefully guided by leading poets in the
Kavi Arangu, and Paddi Mantram forums and through
Cinema in film like “Vivasaayi”. In the 1960s Pongal was
established as the most famous Tamil Festival in South
India.

It was an amazing infervention These changes were taken
to Malaysia and Singapore through Cinema. This has
become a common symbol of Tamils all over the world.
Thai Pongal is becoming the most prominent festival, espe-
cially in the Diaspora. Tamils come together as one in the
concept of Thai Pongal, a cultural celebration for all Tamils
of the world.

No matter their politics, Thai Pongal is a uniting Festival for
all Tamils and we will start renewing contact with fellow
Tamil sisters and brothers. Our identity is established as
Tamils despite where we live: be it in Toronto, California,
UK, France, Australia, India, Malaysia, Mauritius, Myan-
mar and so on, we all will be united to share our culture
through the international symbol of Thai Pongal. We may
not all speak the language in the Diaspora, but we will
continue to be united by the cultural significance of Thai
Pongal to every Tamil around the world.  Our ancestors
lived with the Thinai concept in mind; that is living with
nature. Thai Pongal is a tradition evolved from our tradition-
al concept of Thinai. The children of Tamils would continue
fo unite and feel the sense of belonging in their identity as
Tamils. This symbolism also unites the abandoned Tamils
from Trinidad and other places, where the Tamils were
taken as indentured labourers, and creates a new chapter
in their life by renewing their forgotten roots through Pongal
culture. It brings new meaning in publicizing this as a
harvest festival. Even if they are married to a non-Tamil,

they still can celebrate it with openness. We teach our
children about our cultural heritage and identity. We unite
them with other Tamils by celebrating Thai Pongal. We
reinvent our traditional arts. We bring the Parai, mulavu,
kummi, kabadi, kuuthu, folk dance etc. to help our children
learn and perform at the festivals and 1o be proud of our
rich ancient fraditions of Tamil culture.

Pongal as a festival is a secular festival which is open to all
communities. Diaspora transform, reimagine and remake
their cultural festivals to assert and reaffirm their cultural
pride and identity. For Tamil diaspora, Pongal could be
made info a secular communal festival to celebrate a meal
with their friends and families. In the US, Pongal is a cultur-
al holiday students can avail in schools and in college like
Jewish holidays. The secular nature of Pongal also unites
Tamils of various faiths. By leaming the cultural roots of
Pongal festival, youths from Tamil diaspora can actively
create a Pongal festival that reflects their cultural values and
perspectives of the two cultures they embody.

PARVATHY KANTHASAMY PHD
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