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The gift of the
gab | the
gift of gab

@taﬁisk&\a‘a

idiom
of the
Day

Meaning: If you've got the gift of the
gab, or the gift of gab, you have the
natural ability to talk in a way that
people find entertaining or
persuasive.
For example:

All good salespeople have the gift of the gab, so people trust
them and believe whatever they say.

If you want to be a politician, you'll do much better if you were
born with the gift of gab.

Note: "The gift of the gab” is used more in British and Australian English,

while “the gift of gab” is used more in American English.

burn down

' Meaning: If something like a building
™ or aforest burns down, it's completely
destroyed in a fire.
For example:

burn down The church burned
. | down in the fire. There was nothing
left but charred wood and ash.

burn sth'down The kids said they
didn’t mean to burn the church down.
They were just playing with fireworks
nearby.

S
iag?xz‘nt\&hf

Phrasal
Verb
of the Day |

Good Neighbors

sure you want to go out and play?"
her mother asked.

twink

Meaning: a young man with boyish
good looks
For example:

There were a lot of cute twinks
at the gay club last night.

Did you know that straight men -
call cute young girls “babes”, and gay
men call cute young guys “twinks”?

*THE|

OF )
| DAY |

Note: This word is common among gay ‘ '

men, though it may not be known at all

by other people. If it's used outside gay circles, it probably won't be
understood.

@‘m\u\\i\u’b |

SLAN h

Origin: Possibly derived from a U.S. snack cake called a “Hostess
Twinkie” which is “golden-colored, sweet and full of cream”, a
description which some claim also describes the typical gay image of a

“twink”.
S -

m&u’:\t\% -

Saying

Man proposes,
God disposes

Possible interpretation: Human
beings can make any plans they
want, but it's God that decides their
success or failure.

Note: Man (noun) = human beings

of the
in general | propose (verb) = suggest;

put forward (an idea or plan) | dispose

decide what happens [mainl‘y poetic] | Also seen as: “Man

(verb) =

a1/ proposes, but God disposes.”

Origin: This proverb is a translation from “The Imitation of Christ” by .
the German-born Thomas yy Kempis (c.1380-1471): “For the
resolutions of the just depend rather on the grace of God than on their
own wisdom: and in Him they always put their trust, whatever they take
in hand. For man proposes, but God disposes; neither is the way of man
in his own hands.” This may be a reflection of a verse in.the Bible
(Proverbs 16:9): “A man’s heart deviseth his way: but the Lord directeth

After school one
winter day, Jack's mother told him
to go out and play in the snow.

"But it's so cold outside,
Mother!" Jack said.

"Put on your coat and your hat
and your mittens," his mother said.
"You can build a snowman before
your father comes home."

"I'm going to need a carrot for
the nose," Jack said. "And I'll need
some things for the snowman's hat
and face."

Jack got a bucket and collected
everything he needed to decorate
his snowman. His mother promised
she would watch him build the
snowman from the window.

Outside, in his front yard, Jack
started with a very small ball of
snow. He got on his knees and
rolled the snow into a big ball. At
another window, someone else was
watching Jack play. It was his new

neighbour Naoko. Naoko asked her

.mother if she could go outside and
help Jack build his snowman.
" "It's very cold outside. Are you

< 4 : "Yes, Mother!" Naoko said. "l
' will wear my coat and my hat and
my mittens."

Naoko's mother helped her
put on her winter clothes and
promised to watch her from

the window.
"You can play until your
father comes home,"
her mother said.
Naoko ran
outside to Jack's yard and asked if
she could help him finish his
snowman.

"Yes, please help me," Jack
said. "My father will be home from
work very soon."

"Okay. What can | do?" Naoko
asked.

"l built my snowman's body with
two snowballs. | need to roll one
more for my snowman's head."

"But snowmen only have two
snowballs. One is for the body and
one is for the head, " Naoko said.

"No, snowmen always have
three snowballs," Jack said. "l don't
think | need you to help me after
all."

Jack picked up some snow and
made it into a small snowball. He
got on his knees and rolled the
snow away from Naoko to make the
snowman's head.

Naoko walked into her own yard
and began to build her own
snowman.

his steps.” Shakespeare, too, had a similar message in “Hamlet” by

| Hamlet: “There is a divinity that shapes our ends, rough -hew them how

| we will.”

"] don't want to build a snowman
with Jack anyWay " she thought to
herself "I'm gomg to make my
own."

Naoko rolled two big balls of
snow and put them on top of each
other. When she finished that she
took off her hat and scarf and
decorated the snowman. Lastly,
she found some sticks and pine
cones and made her snowman's
eyes and mouth and arms. Her
mother clapped from the window.

Jack made a hat for his
snowman with his bucket. He used
his mother's sewing buttons for the
eyes and mouth. Lastly, he added
a carrot for the snowman's nose.
After he finished, Jack's mother
smiled and pointed. His father was
driving up the street.

Suddenly a terrible thing hap-
pened. The head fell off Jack's
snowman and crashed to the
ground!

"Oh no! My snowman fell apart,”
Jack said, "and my father is almost
home!"

Naoko heard Jack's cry and ran
over to his yard to see what the
problem was.

"I'll help you roll another snow-
ball," Naoko said. "If we do it to-
gether we can finish it before your
father gets home."

Together, Jack and Naoko rolled
a new snowball. They shaped it with
their mittens until it was round.
Then they lifted it up onto the
snowman's body and decorated it
with the carrot and bucket and
buttons.

"We finished it just in time," Jack
said. "Thank you for your help."

"You're welcome. | like your
snowman better," Naoko said. "Mine
doesn't have a nose."

Jack walked over to look at
Naoko's snowman. He loved the
pine cone eyes and mouth and the
sticks for arms, but he knew it
wasn't finished. Jack ran back to his
snowman and pulled the carrot out.
He broke it into two pieces and
gave half to Naoko.

"Hurry," Jack said. "Your
snowman needs a nose and your
father is driving up the street too."

"Thank you," Naoko said.

"You're welcome," Jack said. "l
think our snowmen make good
neighbors."
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Aishwarya Rai Bachchan holds her
head high in Cannes following baby
weight criticisms

vioet l“lc'!}ﬂtsx}* :

OLD .

dercedes:

it
it

She may have been
criticised in her native India
for not losing her baby
weight fast enough, but
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan
looked nothing short of
dazzling at the AmfAR
Cinema Against Aids gala in
Cannes this week.

Baby weight or not, the
Bollywood actress, 38, lived
up to her title of “the
world’s most beautiful
woman” in a gold
embroidered sari and co-
ordinating tailored jacket
with Mandarin collar.

Her hair was piled high
on her head and adorned
with a slender gold band,
while her make-up was
understated, save the dark
eyeliner around her eyes.

The former Miss World
gave birth to her first child,
a daughter, in November
last year. But an
unfortunate recent
photograph that captured |
her with a double chin i
sparked a flurry of cruel 5
criticism, with some
suggesting that she has a :

I
|
i

star.

“duty” to her fans to regain

her pre-pregnancy figure.
One website posted a

video of the star looking

less than her usual svelte

self, flicking between I

e e e s W

South America’s Amazon is the
largest tropical rainforest and river
system on Earth. But the Amazon is
disappearing at the rate of about eight
hundred thousand hectares a year.
This deforestation is caused by an
increase in agriculture and cattle
ranching and the building of roads and
dams. Another cause is the illegal

cutting of trees for logging companies.

Now, a new study says ancient
Amazonian farming methods could
offer valuable lessons for today. The
study looks at the pre-Columbian
period. Christopher Columbus and
other European explorers began

photographs of her
pre-birth and photos
now. Called
“Aishwarya Rai’s
shocking weight
gain,” the clip, which
came accompanied
by elephant sound
effects, has been
seen more than
500,000 times.

[* File contains

invalid data | In-

line.JPG *]

Dozens more
videos in a similar
vein have been
posted, each with

viewing figures in the

tens or hundreds of

thousands. Comments left
after the video prove that
many of those watching
have little sympathy for the

“She is a Bollywood
actress and it is her duty to
look good and fit,” one
said. Another added: “She

needs to learn from people
like Victoria Beckham who
are back to size zero weeks
after their delivery.”

Mrs Rai-Bachchan has

commendably remained
cool-headed about the
criticism, and has been
open about the fact that
she is in no hurry to lose
the few extra pounds she
gained during her
pregnancy.

She has said that she
simply wants to “enjoy
motherhood.”

Indeed, if last night’s
appearance at Cannes is
anything to go by, she has
little to worry about. Nor is
she short of support in her
goal to prioritise her new
daughter.

Though there is certainly

more critique than praise,
many have come out in
defence of the star, saying
that she, like any new

mother, should be focusing

on her infant, not her diet.

One wrote: “She is a real

women looking after a
baby. We should be

concern [sic] for her health
and happiness especially if
she is nursing the

baby.”
Another said.
“Kudos to you

real and letting
your baby have
all the bonding

needs with you.
Enjoy your life.”
Media

commentators in India have

said that expectations

placed on the country’s
most famous stars are

impossibly high.

Aish for keeping it

and attention she

-Life onlie |

Words and Their Stories:
Green Expressions

Green is an important
color in nature. It is the color
of grass and the leaves on
trees. It is also the color of
most growing plants.
Sometimes, the
word green means young,
fresh and growing.
Sometimes, it describes
something that is not yet ripe
or finished.

For example,

a greenhorn is someone
who has no experience, who
is new to a situation. In the
fifteenth century, a greenhorn
was a young cow or ox
whose horns had not yet
developed. A century or so
later, a greenhorn was a
soldier who had not yet had
any experience in battle. By
the eighteenth century, a
greenhorn had the meaning it
has today - a person who is
new in ajob. '

About one hundred years
ago, greenhorn was a popular
expression in the American
west. Old-timers used it to
describe a man who had just
arrived from one of the big
cities back east. The
greenhorn lacked the skills he
would need to live in the hard,
rough country.

. Someone who has the
ability to grow plants well is
said to have a green
thumb. The expression
comes from the early
nineteen hundreds.

A person with a green
thumb seems to have a magic
touch that makes plants grow

I"'_"'-__-____-"""""'""'""'_-L'--_—-_-_-__-—_,___—_T—

From Ancient Farmers,
Lessons for Today’s Amazon

quickly and well. You might
say that the woman next door
has a green thumb if her
garden continues to grow long
after your plants have died.

The Green Revolution is
the name given some years
ago to the development of
new kinds of rice and other
grains. The new plants
produced much larger crops.
The Green Revolution was
the result of hard work by
agricultural scientists who
had green thumbs.

Green is also the color
used to describe the powerful
emotion, jealousy. The
green-eyed monster is not
a frightening creature from
outer space. [tis an -
expression used about four
hundred years ago by British
writer William Shakespeare in
his play “Othello.”

It describes the unpleasant
feeling a person has when
someone has something he
wants. A young man may
suffer from the green-eyed
monster if his girlfriend begins
going out with someoneelse. =
Or, that green-eyed monster
may affect your friend if you
get a pay raise and she does
not.

In most places in the
world, a green light is a signal ‘
to move ahead. A green light
on a traffic signal means your
car ca continue on. In
everyday speech, agreen
light means approval to
continue with a project.

S

arriving in the Americas in the late
fourteen hundreds.

The researchers studied a coastal
wetland area where ancient farm beds
and canals remain unchanged. The
site is in French Guyana.

A widely held belief is that pre-
Columbian farmers used a great deal
of fire to manage Amazonian
ecosystems. But the scientists say
their study calls this idea into
question. It shows that raised-field
farmers limited their burning to
improve agricultural production.

Jose Iriarte from the University of
Exeter in England was lead author of
the study. Mr. Iriarte says fire results
in the loss of important nutrients for
crops. When land is not being used for
farming, periods without fire are most
effective in rebuilding soil organic
matter and preserving soil structure.
“So in this sense,” he says, “we

interpreted that they were limiting fires
because it was better to grow crops in
these raised field systems.”

He says this fire-free method by
the pre-Columbian farmers helped
change the seasonally flooded

savanna, or grassland, into productive

cropland. Raised fields provide better
drainage and soil aeration and also
hold moisture during the dry season.

This fire-free method of agriculture
would have been labor intensive. It
ended when up to ninety-five percent
of the native people died from
diseases brought by the Europeans.
Mitchell Power is curator of the
Natural History Museum at the
University of Utah.

MITCHELL POWER: “Once the
Columbian encounter happens, we
don’t see that type of agriculture any
more. We start to see increased
burning and a shift towards dry-land

farming. So people were then clearing
forests and making their raised beds
in the forests. And so, what we think
is happening is that there was a huge
demographic collapse in this region.”

The European colonizers brought
slash-and-burn methods of agriculture
that remain a threat to the rainforest.
Experts say at current rates, more
than half of the Amazon'’s tropical
rainforest could be gone by twenty-
thirty. The study is in the Proceedings
of the National Academy of
Sciences.
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