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Ambalvanar Vaidialingam

&

B: 25 May 1915 D: 5 August 1988

“Vaidialingam (Vaithy), is the youngest of the three sons of V. Ambalavanar,
who was the Vithanayar (now known as the “Grama Servaka” or “GS”), of Araly
West, Vaddukoddai. He was educated at Jaffna College and Ceylon University
College, where he obtained B.Sc. (London) (First Class) in Mathematics in
1935. He won a government scholarship to follow an undergraduate course
in Mathematics (Mathematical Tripos) at Emmanuel College, Cambridge
between 1936 and 1939.

In England, left wing causes appealed to Vaithy. He, along with Pieter
Keuneman and P Kandiah, joined the Communist Party in Britain. The trio
" discussed among themselves the need to form-a Communist Party in Ceylon
and were impressed by Dr S A Wickremasinghe, who was elected to the first
State Council in 1931, and represented LSSP in London at that time. They
decided to work with Dr Wickremasinghe on their return to Ceylon in 1939.

Vaithy was a founder member of the Communist Party and Ceylon Trade
Union Federation. He was appointed as a teacher at Jaffna Hindu College
in 1951, Principal of Urumpirai Hindu College from 1958 to 1970. He went
on a fund raising visit to Malaysia in 1960 that resulted in the construction
of a new building. Vaithy was active in the Northern Province Teachers
Association and unsuccessfully contested the Vaddukoddai parliamentary
seat on four separate occasions in 1952, 1956 and 1960 (March & July).

Of his two brothers, the eldest, Ponnambalam became Vithanayar of Araly
West, while Saravanamuttu excelled as a teacher at JHC for over 35 years.
Vaithy married Annapoorany Sangarapillai and had six children Sivakamy,
Gopal Sangarapillai, Leela, Vimala, Ambiga and Mohan Subramaniam.




Mr Vaidialingam at Emmanuel College Cambridge (1936 - 1939)
Mr Vaidialingam was enrolled at Emmanuel College on 1 October 1936
and Matriculated on 4 November 1936. There were 104 students and their
group photo and the list of names are shown in Figures 1 and 2

Figure 1 : Freshmen photo of 1936 (Mr AV is in the third row, 10th from left)
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Remembering a Communist Leader on his
Birthday Centenary

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Sri Lanka
and all party members and supporters, on the occasion of the 100th Birth
Anniversary of Comrade A. Vaidyalingam | salute him with deep respect
and honour for his role and contribution for the cause of national, social
and human liberation.

Comrade Vaidyalingam, popularly known as Vaidye was one of the five
founding leaders of the Communist Movement of Sri Lanka. (Dr. S.A.
Wickramasinghe, Pieter Keneman, M.G. Mendis, Rev Udakendawala Siri
Saranankara Thero and A. Vaidyalingam).

Comrade Vaidye was the first communist Leader of the Northern
Sri Lanka and also first Communist Leader of the Tamil community.

To evaluate the significance of his political role, it is necessary to
gain insight in to the historical background in which Vaidye was born
and brought up. The year of his birth 1915 witnessed the on-going first
- world war (1914-1918). The Great October socialist revolution broke
out in 1917, which ushered in a new era for the colonial people for their
national independence. The birth of Ceylon National Congress led by
Ponnambanam Arunachalam, was the first political organization to call for
constitutional reforms. It was Ponnambalam Arunachalam who broke the
news of the Great October Revolution to the people of Sri Lanka as the
new hope for the colonial people for their national liberation.

The birth of Jaffna Student Congress (1924) as the nucleus of the anti
- imperialist movement of Sri Lanka led by the Handy Perinpanayagam
which later blossomed as the All - Ceylon Youth Congress (1931) was the
first political organization to introduce the concept of total independence
to Sri Lanka.

The first Congress of the All Ceylon Youth Congress was inaugurated by
Jawaharal Nehru at the Plaza Theatre, Wellawatte in Colombo, which was




participated by Dr. S.A. Wickramasinghe, the founder of the Communist
Party of Sri Lanka, who moved a resolution in support of the Indian
freedom struggle.

Comrade Vaidye, was 9 years of age at the time of the birth of the
Jaffna Student Congress and was 16 years old when the All - Ceylon
Youth Congress was launched. When the anti - imperialist ‘Sooriya Mal
Movement was launched in 1933, Vaidye was at his age of 18 years.

All these political developments in Sri Lanka and abroad influenced Vaidye,
as a student in the shaping of his political vision. He became a convinced
Communist while in Cambridge as a student.

Vaidye, as a‘'secondary school student in Jaffna college he was brilliant in
his studies. He graduated in Mathematics with honours at the University
College, Colombo and then went to Emmanuel College, Cambridge where
he won the high qualification of ‘Wrangler’ in mathematics.

While a student in Britain, Vaidye worked with the British Communist
Party together his fellow students Pieter Keanneman and P. Kandiah both
in Cambridge. Vaidyalingam took an active part in the student’s movement
of that time as well as in anti - imperialist and anti - fascist activities.

The League against Imperialism, the India majilis and other anti - imperialist
organizations were among those in which the young vaidyalingam worked.

He also made contacts with Dr. S.A. Wickramasinghe who was in London,
functioning as the representative of the Lanka Sama Samaja Party (LSSP)
(just formed in 1935) in the United Kingdom.

It should be recalled, in this connection that Dr. S.A. Wickramasinghe,
being the first socialist elected to the State Council of Ceylon had already
established contacts with the International Communist Movement and in
particular with the British ‘and Indian Communist leaders.

Vaidya, returning home in 1939 at the age of 24, plunged in to the work
of the LSSP. But his activity was short - lived, owing to the inner-party
struggles developed in that party when certain leaders under the influence
of Trotskyism suddenly introduced a resolution expressing no confidence
in the Third International.




At this crucial stage, the young Vaidyalingam wrote the well - known
pamphlet ‘Sama Samajism and the way forward'.

In that pamphlet, he charged the leadership of the LSSP for having
introduced a resolution, dictated by outsiders causing a rift in within the
left movement instead of giving much - needed leadership to the anti -
imperialist movement of the time.

He demanded a conference of the party to discuses the issues and
forwarded a requisition with the signatures of seventy members who
were later expelled from the party.

In consequence the United Socialist Party (USP) was born which was iater
named “The Communist Party of Sri Lanka”, after the USP was proscribed
by the British rulers.

The young Vaidye fresh from Cambridge took to full time trade union work in
the Colombo Workers Club led by M.G. Mendis. The three contemporaneous
from Cambridge Pieter Kenaman, A. Vaidyalingam and P. Kandaiah were
back again together, in building the trade union movement of Sri Lanka.

Vaidye was closely associated with the work of the Ceylon Federation
of Trade Unions in its formative years, holding Marxist classes for the
workers and taking an active part in the collective leadership of many strike
struggles, winning for the workers basic rights and condition of employment.

Vaidye was one of the first communist candidates at the Colombo Municipal
election in 1940s. Contesting the super - capitalist S.H. Moosajee in the
Hunupitiya ward, he acquitted him self creditably although he did not win.
Later as CP candidate for Vaddukoddai in Jaffna District, he polled well
against Mr. A. Amirthalingam who later become Leader of the TULF and also
Leaderof Opposition in Parliment.

After working in Colombo for several years as a full timer A. Vaidyalingam
was sent to Jaffna by the party to help the development of the movement.
He was a Teacher, Principal and one of the Leaders of the Teachers
Trade Union in the North. In Jaffna, he worked as the Secretary of the
Jaffna District Committee of the party for several years and helped to
advance the party and the left movement in the peninsular.




Vaidyalingam was always respected for his contribution to the formulation
of party policies. His Marxist approach in finding solutions to the national
question earned for him the admiration of the people.

He fought for Sinhala - Tamil unity and for the unity of the working class.
He was totally opposed to the forces of chauvinism, racism, separatism
and trends of fundamentalism from whatever quarter they came from.
He was one of the first advocates of regional autonomy within a united Sri
Lanka. He fought hard for the abolition of all forms of caste discrimination
and exploitation.

He was one of the highly respected figures in the political life of Sri
Lanka for over five decades.

He entered the left movement as a youth and remained there till he finally
departed having devoted his entire life for the cause of his people and
country.

The present generation of Sri Lanka owes a deep debt of gratitude to
comrade Vaidye for all what he did for the cause of his people. They
today enjoy, as fruits of his labour, all rights, privileges, conditions of
employment etc. conferred on them through struggles to which Viadye
contributed as a communist in all spheres of his activity for over five
decades. :

Comrade Vaidge shall remain in our hearts as a patriot and as an
internationalist.

Dew Gunasekara

General Secretary

Communist Party of Sri Lanka
2015.08.28
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VAITHY - A MAN OF MANY PARTS

At the outset | congratulate and express my appreciation to those responsible
for bringing out this valuable publication in memory of A. Vaithiyalingam on
the occasion of his birth centenary.

Vaithiyalingam was a pioneer of the communist movement in Sri Lanka. He
was a trade unionist. His impact as an educationists was also enormous.

A brilliant student, Vaithiyalingam entered Emmanuel College of the Cambridge
University in the mid thirties of the last century after completing his higher
studies in Sri Lanka. There, he specialised in Mathematics. It was during this
time that he came into contact with the Communist Movement and became
a convinced Communist. He kept his faith in it until his last breadth and
contributed immensely to the growth of the Communist Party of Sri Lanka.

On his return to Sri Lanka he joined the United Socialist Party (USP) the party
founded by the socialists who were expelled from the Lanka Sama Samja
Party for defending the positions of the Communist International. “Vaithy”, as
he was popularly called, had the distinction of being a founding member of
the Communist Party of Sri Lanka (CPSL) established on July 3rd, 1943 in
succession to the USP.

At the First Congress of the CPSL held in 1944 he was elected as one of the
two Vice Presidents of the party, the other being Premalal Kumarasiri. (Peiter
Keuneman was elected as the General Secretary). In addition he was made a
member of the Political Bureau. (See the 1944 issues of the FORWARD). Until
he joined the Jaffna Hindu College as a teacher in 1951 he remained a full-
time functionary of the party. Even thereafter he continued to be amember of
the Central Committee and of the Political Bureau. All along he was regarded
as a key theoritician of the party.

The 25th Sessions of the Ceylon National Congress held at Ambalangoda
from 17th to 19th December, 1943 decided to allow members of other
political parties who subscribed to the “Congress creed of freedom

to join a Congress organisation......... ". There upon a large number of
Communists joined the Congress. The objective of the Communists was to
establish a broad unity for the accomplishment of complete freedom of the
country. Vaithy was among those who joined the Congress. Others included

s» Dr. S.A. Wicremasinghe., Pieter Keuneman and M.G. Mendis.




In October, 1944 Vaithy with Pieter Keuneman submited a Memorandum on a
Federal Constitution to the Working Committee of the Ceylon National Congress.
This Memorandum made on behalf of the Communist Party is the first instance
that a political party in Si Lanka advocated a federal system for the country.
It was advanced in the interests of national unity, The Memorandum spelt out
the need to recognise the Sinhalese and the Tamils as distinct nationalities
who are entitled to the right of self - determination including separation.

In the forties Vaithy was actively involved in trade union activities in Colombo
and worked closely with M.G. Mendis who led the Ceylon Trade Union
Federation (presently called the Ceylon Federation of Trade Unions). In the
year 1944 together with M.G. Mendis he met the Minister of Labour to urge a
solution to the unemployment problem. At this meeting Mr. A. E. Gunasinghe
represented his Labour Union. On another occasion he was pitted against the
Employers’ lawyer King's Counsel H. Sri Nissanka in a Labour Department
inquiry into the demands of hotel / restaurants employees.

Vaithy actively contributed to the work of the party and in the formulation of
its policies until he fell sick in1984. He was a steadfast internationalist.

His political work in the Jaffna District together with others such as P. Kandiah,
M. Karthigesan, V. Ponnambalam and M. C. Subramaniam made the CPSL a
factor in the politics of the Jaffna peninsula. And it remained so until the
advent of the Ealamist militancy.

He was for sometime the Secretary of the Jaffna District Committee of the
CPSL. It was during this period that P. Kandiah entered parliament representing
the Point Pedro constituency in 1956. Vaithy who contested the Vaddukodai
seat at the same elections obtained 10850 votes against A. Amirthalingam
(the late leader of the TULF) who won the seat by polling 14497 votes.
Communists were elected to a number of local authorities and several of
them came under their control. Minority Maha Sabha led by them became a
powerful organisation fighting against caste and social discrimination.

When the CPSL split in 1972, whilst remaining loyal to the official party he
strived successfully with the assistance of the international movement to
bring about the unification of the two groups.

In his political activities he did not allow emotional or subjective factors to

dominate his decisions. A case in point was the instance when his own son-

in-law was burnt to death during the communal riots of 1983 that began with
the backing of a section of the ruling United National Party and spread due to




its inaction. Even in the midst of this terrible personal tragedy he joined other
leaders of the party to urge the government to bring the situation under
control, to demand prompt relief to those affected by the riots and to expedite
the process towards finding a political solution to the national question.
The All-Party Conference of 1984, although a failure, was the result of local
and international pressure exerted on the government to find a political
solution to the national question.

Returning to Jaffna at the turn of the fifth decade of the last century he joined
the Jaffna Hindu College as a teacher and taught there from 1951 to 1958.
He was one of the most respected and popular teachers of the school. Later,
in 1958 he was appointed the Principal of Udumburai Hindu College and
served the school until his premature retirement in 1970.

An accomplished educationist, Vaithy wielded considerable influence among
teachers and other educationists in the Northern Province. During this period
he played a pivotal role in the teachers’ unions of the Northern Province and
helped forge links between them and the. Sri Lanka Jathika Guru Sangamaya
(Sri Lanka National Union of Teachers) in the South led by L. Ariyawansa.
The linksso established enabled the teachers unions to seek solutions to
issues affecting educational reforms as well as teachers rights covering the
entire country.

Vaithiyalingam passed away on August 15th, 1988. It was a time when the
*Jaffna peninsula was under the occupation of the Indian Peace Keeping Force
(IPKF). The land route to Jaffna from Colombo was practically inoperative.
The only access to Jaffna was by air. The CPSL sent a delegation comprising
three members of its Political Bureau (D.E.W. Gunasekera. Raja Collure and
S. Sudasinghe) to the funeral of Vaithiyalingam. They travelled to Jaffna
aboard a light aircraft provided by the government.

On Vaithiyalingam’s demise the CPSL issued a message of condolences
appreciating his contribution to the activities of the party and the progressive
movement. In its concluding paragraph the message stated :

“Vaidyaligam’s death is a great loss to the Communist Party as well as to
the entire progressive movement. His services to the Working class, to the
country and to our party witl always be remembered.”

“We dip our red banner in his honour”.

Raja Collure
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URUMPIRAI HINDU COLLEGE OLD STUDENTS ASSOCIATION UK

(Association of Urumpirai Schools)
Established in 1994

Official address: The Secretary, 75 Middleton Avenue, Greenford, Middx, UB6 8BG
Tel: 020 8578 3019/ 07702954481 email: misrajah@hotmail.com

“UHCOSA UK”

Remembering the 100th birth anniversary of our former principal, late Mr A Vaidiyalingam

It was a privilege to be asked to a send a message of felicitation to celebrate the 100th
birth anniversary of late Mr A Vaidiyalingam, a most respected and best loved Principal
of the Century, of Urumpirai Hindu College(UHC), Jaffna. He was a powerful figure

and his presence tas always instantly felt. He was very pleasant, courteous and always
wore a smile. He usually wear a national{off white in colour)and versdi, | still remember
his car a ford prefect, we all knew when he arrived at school. Although | would say that

he was very disciplined and firm in his actions but he was never a tyrant like some were
referred to. | had the privilege to be a student at the College during his tenure as the head of School.
Though he was a principal he used to take lessons whenever a teacher was absent. He would usually
take English or maths, he had taken our class a number of times. He was excellent in both subjects
and | have always enjoyed his lessons as he would make it so interesting. | believe that he served the
school for the longest period as a principal, 12 years, during the past century. | fondly remember him
addressing the whole school during assemblies, he would deliver a short speech so very interesting
to motivate the whole school to perform well . This happened at least once a week.

As the current president of Urumpirai Hindu College Old Students Association United
Kingdom({UHCOSA UK) | have met with the present and the previous Principals at UHC and had
listened to them on issues arose at that time, i have no hesitation in saying that the period,

Mr A Vaidiyalingam was the principal was the golden era of the School. The standard of education,
sports and other extracurricular activities during his period were exemplary. A record number of
pupils were attending the school during his period and the parents wanted their children to attend
his school not only from Urumpirai but also from the neighbouring villages. He realised the lack of
accommodations at the school he took it on to himself as his mission, raised funds from expatriates
lived in Malaya and put up a two story building to accommodate the expanding pupils population.
After visiting the School in recent years and observing the activities there one could only wish for
Mr A Vaidiyalingam's golden era to returnl.

| would fike to thank the organisers of the centenary birthday celebration especially

Mr N Satchithananthan for giving me this opportunity to express our sincere appreciation to our late
Principal Mr A Vaidiyalingam whom we dearly loved. The members of hisy family could take heart that
the people of Urumpirai and members of UHCOSA UK will always be grateful to this great gentleman
and for his contribution to our village in Urumpirai.

Mr S Sivalingam, The Honorary President
For and on behalf of UHCOSA UK, 28th August 2015
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06.08.2015

Message from the Principal
Jaffna Hindu College

I feel it is my bounden duty and great honour to send a inessage to the Memorial Issue of
late Mr.A.Vythilingam. He had made his mark as a great teacher of Jaffna Hindu College
during his service at school. He proved himself to be a role model as a conscientious

teacher.
He was a highly principled man of noble conduct.

He was also the principal of Urumpirai Hindu College where he showed his mettle as an

efficient administrator.

Beyond this he was a politician popularly known as ‘Community Vythilingam® and
contested late Mr.A.Amirthalingam former Member of Parliment in Vaddukoddai

electorate.

- On behalf of Jaffna Hindu College. I wish to express our gratitude to Jaffna Hindu

College Old Boys Association London for this Tribute to Late Mr.Vythilingam.

o«
pffftdpal

Jaf# Hindy College
Jaffna
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FROM A COUSIN

The family of A. Vaidialingam (Vaithy) was pleasantly surprised that there
were people unknown to them who wanted to commemorate the 100th
birth anniversary of Vaithy and who were seeking to establish contact
with them. They want to make the event a success.

I am S. Sampanthar, a cousin of Vaithy. | first came to know of Vaithy only
when he came home as a Tuitor for my sister when | was about nine years
old. Since then of course | have moved closely with him. Initially | got help
from him with my school English and later with my Mathematics at GCE
Advanced level. | managed to get the same Government scholarship to go
to Cambridge 19 years after Vaithy got his.

In 1952, while waiting to enter University, | was the substitute teacher for
him at Jaffna Hindu College while he was on leave contesting parliamentary
elections. | was able to observe the electioneering in detail and came to
realize that substantial private means were necessary for success even
for those who were espousing progressive causes.

Vaithy's three yearsinEnglandin the 1930’s, was a period when progressive
ideas were in the ascendancy and anything seemed possible. He associated
with students and others of similar persuasion both from Ceylon and
elsewhere.Whenhereturnedto Ceylon,initiallyhe engaged fulltimein politics
also becoming Secretary of the Ceylon Trade Union Federation. Along with
Pieter Keuneman he advocated a new constitution for independent Ceylon
which recognised the existence of the Sinhalese and Tamil Nationalities
andtheneedfortheacceptance of the theoreticalright to self -determination
of the minorities while a united Ceylon remained the desirable goal. This
was in 1944.

Their advocacy did not prevail. The UK granted independence to persons
of similar outlook to the British establishment. Almost all the members
of the first cabinet of independent Ceylon were sworn in morning coats.
The first Government of independent Ceylon started tinkering with the
citizenship laws initially for reducing the parliamentary representation of




progressive forces. It was clear that the progressives had a long fight
ahead of them.

The drier climate of Jaffna which suited his health and the need to
support a growing family took Vaithy to Jaffna and to a teaching career.
He was very careful to keep his politics and religion out of the classroom
and indeed his home. He was aware that he may be accused of turning
impressionable minds. The political classes he conducted were only for
the workers in the movement. In the conservative society of Jaffna,
where there were not vast differences between the rich and the poor as
obtaining elsewhere and where there was not much industry to speak of,
he and colleagues did not make many inroads. Even the idea they floated
of bringing the Mahavali Ganga to the north did not catch on.

Vaithy did not hold any great office of state. Hence he did not leave any great
légacg behind. He lead a simple honest life helping those whom he could.
He held on to his principles while some of his colleagues compromised theirs.
In this way they may have felt that they could do some good instead of
being just voices in the wilderness. His faith was severely tested when in
1983 one of his daughter’s husband was murdered. He was perhaps broken
but he held on to the belief that there was no choice but to struggle for one’s
country. His failing health and an accidental fall in August 1988 overtook
everything. :

Only the few who came to know Vaihty and his exemplary life well could
have appreciated the man. That is why the family is touched that some
people have come forward to commemorate his memory after all these
years.

S. Sampanthar
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COMRADE A VAIDIALINGAM:
A First generation of communist of Ceylon

In the pre-independent Ceylon, Dr. Wikramasinghe's Suriya-Mal Movement
played a significant role in helping the poor during natural disasters, thus
consolidating their place among those who harboured anti-imperialist
sentiment.

The first generation leftist in Sri Lanka took root in the social movement of
“Suriya Mal” which later turned out to be the first Lanka left party, Lanka
Sama Samaja Party. The LSSP proved to set the leftists in motion in
pre-independent Sri Lanka.

Despiteresenting the imperialism within Ceylon, the origins of the communist
party in Sri Lanka could be traced back to Britain, especially that of the
“Suriya Mal” movement, and this Independence movement derived its
impetus from certain Sri Lankan students, ideologically united in Britain
during their higher studies in Cambridge.

In the 1930’s most Sri Lankan students in Cambridge were attracted
- to Marxism, a way of thinking which was then pragmatically ushered a
political phenomenon for those who were géarning for political changes
in their own countries. Thus students like Peter Kenummen, S.A.
Wickrmasingham, A. Vaidialingam, and Pon Kandiah came under the
influence of Communism and Marxism, and their ideological affiliation led
them to join the communist party of Great Britain.

Upon their return to Ceylon, it was only a matter of time before their
reunion led to the formation of the Communist Party of Ceylon.

A. 'Vaidialingam, was very much involved in the ideological side of the
Communist Party whilst his colleague Karthigasu, was actively working
among people at the grass root levels. It would seem that teaching
Marxism was esoteric to many of those who had their degrees in
Cambridge, but this was a daunting challenge for A. Vaidialingam in the
North of Ceylon. He was a teacher of mathematics yet displayed his




unswerving commitment to his political conviction, which was extremely
hostile to communism. A few leftists in the North created a section of
noticeable left enthusiasts.

Unlike Comrade Shanmugathasan, Comrade A Vaidialingams was a
pragmatic politician who enthusiastically believedin the democratic exercise
of franchise like his colleagues, Peter Kennaman. He contested in the
General Parliamentary elections as a Communist Party candidate, standing
against staunch Tamil Nationalist political giants like Amirthalingham, with
an undefeatable mind. In spite of his events, only Pon Kandiah became
an MP from the North. The left movements in the Tamil areas faced a
dire threat from the Tamil Nationalists’ Parties, who played race cards to
uplift their parties and consolidate their position with increasing force.
The Sinhala Nationalist elements phasing in and out of the ruling parties
contributed to the development of racial tensions and the concept of two
distinct nationalistic notions within one nation.

In this situation, the leftist A. Vaidilingam was faced with enormous
challenges in the North, where the fabric of society placed great

significance and value on race, religion, and caste.

It is indeed a great privilege for me to be part of those who celebrate
comrade Vaidialingam who is one of the great leftist leaders of Sri Lanka,
and his legacy will be inscribed in the history of Sri Lanka. The re-emerging
global awareness of Marxism and Leninism will usher in a new era in the
parts of the country where he is hidden by the parochial, ethno-political
ideologies.

S.M.M. Bazeer, B.A

Solicitor (England and Wales)
Attorney-at-law




TRIBUTE TO A VETERAN

A Vaidialingam, a veteran leader of the Communist Party of Sri Lanka,
celebrates his 70th birthday this month.

Com. Vaidialingam'’s association with communism began in the mid~1930s
and has continued unbroken ever since. A brilliant student of Jaffna College,
he graduated with honours in mathematics at the University College,
Colombo, and then went on to Emmanuel College, Cambridge, where he
won the high qualification of “Wrangler” in mathematics.

While a student in Britain, Com. Vaidialingam joined and worked with the
British Communist Party together with fellow-students from Sri Lanka like
Pieter Keuneman and P. Kandiah, who were his contemporaries. He took
an active part in the student movement of that time, as well as in anti-
imperialist and anti-fascist activities. The League against Imperialism,
The India League and other anti-imperialist organisations were among
those in which young Vaidialingam worked.

He also made contact with Dr. S.A. Wickremasinghe, who was in London
. at the time acting as the representative of the just-formed L.S.S.P in the
U.K, and himself joined that party.

Returning home in 1939, Vaidialingam plunged into the work of the L.S.S.P.
But this activity was short lived. An Inner-party struggle developed
in the party when certain leaders under the influence of Trotskyism,
suddenly introduced a resolution in the Executive Committee expressing
no confidence in the Third (Communist) International. Five members of
the Executive Committee, led by Dr S.A. Wickremasinghe had opposed the
motion and were expelled for doing so.

At this crucial stage, the young Vaidialingam wrote the well-known pamphlet
“Samasamajism and the Way Forward”. In it, he not only explained and
defended the work and policies of the Communist International, but called
on the leadership to withdraw the motion (which had not arisen out of any
problem of the movement in Sri Lanka but had been introduced arbitrarily
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and artificially from outside), restore the unity of the party, and thus enable
it to give the much-needed leadership to the developing anti-imperialist
struggles of the time. As an alternative, he called for a party conference
to discuss the issue, a demand that was supported by 70 other members.
But the request was not heeded and Vaidialingam and the 70 members
who requested the meeting were also expelled.

WORKERS CLUB

After that, Vaidialingam took an active part in the work of the Workers Club
and was a founder member of both the United Socialist Party(1940) and the
Communist Partyof SriLanka(1943).He servedas amember of the Political
Bureau of both parties from their inception until the 12th Congress of the
CPSL in the 1984 when, at his own request and on grounds of poor health,
he was relieved of the duties of a PB member, while remaining a member
of the central committee.

During the period that the U.S.P. was illegal (1942 to 1945) Vaidialingam
was in charge of the underground work of the party.

He was also closely associated with the work of the Ceylon Federation of
Trade Unions in its formative years, holding Marxist-Leninist classes
for the workers, and taking an active part in the collective leadership of
many strike struggles that won the working class several of the basic
conditions of employment that they have been enjoying for several
decades.

Vaidialingam was also one of the first candidates of the C.P. at the Municipal
Council election in Colombo in the 1940s. Contesting the super-capitalist,
S.H. Moosajee, in the Hanupitiya ward, he acquitted himself creditably
although he did not win. Later, as CP candidate for Parliament at
Vaddukottai, he also polled well against Mr A Amirthalingam, who was
later to become the TULF leader.

JAFFNA

After working in Colombo for several years as a full-time member,
Vaidialingam was sent to Jaffna by the party to help the development




of the movement there. He found employment as a teacher and was one
of the leaders of the teachers’ trade union in the north. He also rose to
become the Principal of one of Jaffna’s leading schools.

In Jaffna, he worked as Secretary of the C.P’'s District Committee for
several years and actively helped to advance the party and the Left
movement in the peninsula.

Vaidialingam has always been respected for his contributions to the
elaboration of policies of the C.P. and the Left movement. In booklets and
articles published over the years, he has made an outstanding contribution
to proposing Marxist-Leninist solutions to the national question and other
important questions in Sri Lanka.

A firm adherent of the unity of the working class, as well as Sinhala-Tamil
unity, Vaidialingam has always come out against racism and chauvinism
from whatever quarter it came. Opposing separatist demands for Eelam,
he has stressed instead the need for acceptance of the rights of the
Tamils for self-determination and has advocated regional autonomy within
the united Sri Lanka, even at a time when this solution did not have as
much support as it has now with the Left and progressive forces. Coming
from one of the “highest” castes in Jaffna society, he has also fought
. hard for the abolition of all forms of caste discrimination and exploitation.

Although poor health has curtailed some of his activities in the past two
or three years, Vaidialingam remains an active and highly respected figure
in the political life of Jaffna and within Sri Lanka’s Left movement. On his
70th birthday, FORWARD, to which he often contributes articles and
letters, wishes him many more years of devoted and fruitful service to
the movement and the country he has already served so well.
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SALUTE TO VAIDI

Communist Party of Sri Lanka

The Communist party of Sri Lanka expresses its deep sorrow and sense of
loss at the death of Comrade Ambalavanar Vaidialingam.

Vaidialingam was a founder member of the Communist Party of Sri Lankaand
its precurser the United Socialist Party founded in 1940. He was a member
of the Central Committee of the Communist party and its Political Bureau
from the Party’s inception until he relinquished those responsibilities due
to ill-health in 1984.

Vaidialingam began his association with Communism in the mid 1930s while
he was yet a student at the Emmanuel College of Cambridge University
where he excelled as a Mathemetics student. During his stay in Britain
he was active in the student movement as well as the anti-fascist and
anti-imperialist movements. it was at this stage that he joined and worked
with the Communist Party of Great Britain together with Pieter Keuneman
and P. Kandiah, his contemporaries. In London, he also came into contact
with Dr. S.A. Wickremasinghe who was then leader of the LSSP.

On his return to Sri Lanka in 1939 Vaidialingam worked with the Lanka
Sama Samaja Party for a short time. He was active in the ideological
debates in the party at that time.

When communists were expelled from the LSSP Vaidialingam together
with Dr. Wickremasinghe, M.G. Mendis and others took the initiative in
building the political, organisational and the mass base for the founding
of the Communist Party of Sri Lanka.

He was actively involved in the activities of the Ceylon Federation of
Trade Unions in the forties and early fifties.

Shifting to Jaffna in the early 1950s, Vaidialingam joined the teaching
profession and taught at Jaffna Hindu College for a long period. He retired
as the Principal of Urumpirai Hindu College. As a teacher, he played a




leading role in the teachers’ Trade Union activities and was for sometime
the President of the Joint Committee of Teacher’'s Trade Unions in the
island.

Vaidialingam made an important contribution in buildent the Communist
Party in the Jaffna district and helped to expand the influence of the left
movement in the North. he was CPSL’s Jaffna District Secretary for a
long period.

Widely respected for his deep knowledge of Marxism - Leninism,
Vaidialingam was a popular lecturer in the theory and practice of scientific
socialism.

Vaidialingam made a lasting contributions to the shaping of the policy,
organisation and activities of the CPSL.

He was steadfast internationalist. Whilst seeking a democratic solution to
the national question on the basis of the equality of rights of all citizens
irrespective of their ethaicity and of autonomy for Sri Lanka Tamil
nationality, he fought against chauvinsm of all hues and stood firmly in
defence of national unity and the territorial integrity of Sri Lanka.

Vaidialingam’s death is a great loss to the Communist Party as well as the
entire progressive movement. His services to the working class, to the
country and to our party will always be remembered.

We dip our red banner in his honour.
The Political Bareau of the Communist Party of Sri Lanka

Pieter Keuneman
Chairman




MY FRIEND VAIDI

| came to know Vaidi at the Union Hostel of the Ceylon University College.
He was two years senior to me there, and later two years senior to
me at Emanuel College, Cambridge. My friends know that | have always
considered Vaidi, the ablest man of my generation.

Vaidi was by nature a mathematician. Everybody at the University College
knew that he was a first class man. The First Class and the Scholarship
came to him without any apparent effort on his part.

’

There was no academic distinction which he could not have obtained if he
had pursued Mathematics as his subject. He could have very easily entered
the Civil Services. His extraordinary ability, his capacity for concentrated
work and his inborn tact would have taken him early to the top of that
service. Vaidi rejected both these choices. He chose to be a Communist.

| know | can sit down and discuss Vaidi with three or four intelligent people
and keep them absorbed in the subject for an hour or more. It is very
difficult to write about him with any satisfaction in the few sentences this
occasion demands.

Vaidi distrusted intuitions. He regarded the spiritual and the esoteric
with suspicion. The so called imponderables did not interest him. The
mathematical order and precision of his thinking led him inevitably to
Marxism-Leninism. His dedication to it was complete, without reservations
of any kind. "

There was nothing in Vaidi which conformed to the conservative image of
a Communist. He could at all times do without the noise and the shouting.
He had his emotions under perfect control. He never raised his voice in
anger. There was not even a suggestion of anything destructive in his
speeches and writing. It was all cool, analysis, deep, deliberate, purposive,
creative. Vaidi was no vote-catcher. | can relate stories of the time he
contested an election. Vaidi was a rare sort of Communist.




Vaidi belonged to a family which has managed to carry traditional values
late into the twentieth century. It is sufficient testimony to his ability and
circumspection that he could live like a completely integrated member
of an orthodox family, while pursuing, relentlessly to the end, his chosen
ideal.

“I am sure that given the good will and the spirit of Cooperation, the day
is not far off when we shall have a single association for all teachers.

Even though it is now six years since | have retired from teaching, | am
firmly convinced that our teachers will achieve this objective in the not
distant future”

(Achievements of the N.P.T.A -Diamond Jubilee Number NPTA)

S. Sivapathasundaram
(Formerly principal, Parameshwara College)




Central Committee of the Communist Party of Sri Lanka
On the 70th Birthday of A. Vaidialingam

On behalf of all members and supporters, the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of Sri Lanka greets and congratulates Comrade
A. Vaidialingam on the happy occasion of his 70th birthday.

A convinced Marxist - Leninist since his student days in the mid-1930s,
Comrade Vaidialingam took anactive partinthe anti-imperialistandcommunist
movements of those days, both abroad and at home. He is a founder member
of both the United Socialist Party and its successor, the Communist Party of
SriLanka, and has been a member of the Leadership of these two parties for
a continuous period of 45 years. He was also General Secretary of the
party for a period in the late1940s.

Ourpartyrecallswithprideandgratitude Comrade Vaidialingam’smemorable.
Pamphlet “Samasamajism and the Way Forward” in which, in 1939, he
opposed the attempt to split the united Left movement of th...day on the eve
of the outbreak of World War II. In this pamphlet, the young Vaidialingam,
who had only just returned from his studies abroad, rebutted the artificial
introduction of Trotskyism anti Sovietism and anti - communism into the
Left movement and brilliantly justified the correct line of the international
Communist movement and the Third (Communist) International.

Comrade A. Vaidialingam did yeoman service to the trade union movement
in its formative years, leading struggles of the workers for their demands
and making the science of Marxism - Leninism known to them through
study classes. When the United Socialist Party was declared illegal in
March 1942, Vaidialingam directed much of its illegal activities. He also
took a prominent part in the struggles for national independence of those
times and for the building of the Ceylon Federation of Trade Unions (then
CTUP) and the Communist Party of Lanka.

Sent later by the party to help in the leadership of its work in the
Northern Province, Comrade Vaidialingam played an outstanding role in
this work. Firmly resisting racist, caste and fissiparous polices offered by

50/ Comrade A V. dialingam 100




the bourgeois leaders of the Tamils, he sought - and continues to seek
to raise generations of workers and youth among the Tamils in a spirit of
unity and solidarity with the workers of south Sri Lanka, with democratic,
progressive and revolutionary forces among the Sinhalese people and
all other peoples of the country. In to-day’s situation when racist forces
among both the Sinhalese and the Tamils seek to take the upper hand and
tear the country apart, Comrade Vaidialingam’s life and work provides a
shining example to all who fight for friendship, co - operation and equally
among all the ethnic communities of Sri Lanka.

The Central Committee also places on record its appreciation of the
many valuable contributions that Comrade Vaidialingam has made to the
elaboration of party policyon anumber of important issues. His contributions
to the collaboration of the party’s Policy on the question of nationalities in
Sri Lanka have been of special merit.

While thanking Comrade Vaidialingam for his many services to our
party and our movement the Central Committee and all members of the
Communist Party of Sri Lanka wish him good health and many more years
of devoted service to our imperishable cause.
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WORLDWIDE
SMARTMONEY TRANSFER

MONEY TRANSFERS TO YOUR LOVED ONES

BANK CREDIT

CASH PICK UP ANYWHERE IN SRI LANKA OR INDIA
EXCLUSIVE RATES & LOW TRANSFER FEES

SEND MONEY 211 IAANKA

The Smartest Way to
Send Money Worldwide
Sending Money is Easy With Us
Order your commission free Travel Money
collect at one of our branches

WEMBLEY -0208 902 3366
TOOTING -0208 696 1022

SOUTH HARROW -0208 422 0707
EASTHAM -0208 503 5446

GLOBAL EXCHANGE LTD

Global Exchange Ltd is a business registered in England and Wales (No.3042398)
Authorized and Regulated by Financial Conduct Authority (FCA)Y(N0.576032)

and HMRC Registered Money Service Business(No. 12114995)
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Harin Supermarket Best Food

Eastham Wembley

Katpakam Best Food

Lewisham Hounslow

| Eelam Shop Best Food

; | Catford West Croydon
T Krishna Stores  Harrow Food & Wine
Hayes Harrow
. . . Prime Food & Wine
Sennr U6V oee
EE R Tooting

Natural and Premium Quality Products

020 8668 7648

www.vdanifoods.com
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SRIKANTH&CO

We practise in the following areas of law

Immigration

Wills & Probate
Conveyancing - Residential
Conveyancing - Commercial
Landlord & Tenant
Property Sale & Letting
Liquor Licencing
Matrimonial / Family
Employment Matter
Consumer Problems

Civil Litigation

Housing Matters

Welfate Matters

Tel : 020-8795 0648
Mob : 07831 195 979
Fax : 020 8795 0649

E-mail : info@srikanthsolicitors.co.uk
www : srikanthsolicitors.co.uk

557 High Street, Wembley, Middlesex HAO 2DW
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288 High Street North, Manor Park, London, E12 6SA
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Ratna & Co. Solicitors

(Est. Since 1989)

Practising for the past 25 years, in East Ham

@ Specialists in all areas of Immigration and Property Law.
® Family, Divorce, Child Custody and other Ancillary Matters.

@® Drafting Sponsorship Declarations.

@ Last Will & Testament, Powers of Attorney & Change of
Name Deeds.

® Debt Claims, Mortgage Repossessions, Offences under the
Road Traffic Act.

@ All Civil Litigation Maters mc!udmg and up to Court
Representation.

® Commercial Law (Company & Partnership Law).

Rated Five Star by the Good Lawyer Guide. .,gey
3( immigration
First Consultation is Free Yt Law

Contact: M or K Ratnapalan

Tel: 0208 470 8818 169A High St North
Fax: 0208 475 0131 Fast Ham
Mob: 07769 748 409 London E6 1)B

Email: ratna@ratna.co.uk Web: www.ratna.co.uk
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_BLOCK MANAGE

"4 Weald Lane
Harrow
Middlesex
HA3 5ES

wewsibsmcosk | 08441887 1664
info@subara.co.uk 02031191111




BIRUNTHA SOLICITORS

" Immxgratmn and Asylum
* Asylum & Human Rights ; .
(.@;gaﬁlwso &HehaId, s 2 Meninseir)

B Family - -Divorce, Ancillary Relief and children matters
(alounasrsHaml wpmd Ageut ugmofling)

E Crime

Debt Recovery

(sLer WenuGUpIuSBETE Y BeonFane)

B Power of Attorney

B Statutory Declaration

E Translation of Tamil and Sinhala Documents
(010 obpid dkisen GomPulsieiten sy susmmibsiien GLomBOLILITTA [)

® Sri Lankan affairs

20 Loampit Hill, Lewisham
London SE13 7SW
Tel : 020 8318 7177, Fax : 020 8852 3700

»




Tel : +94-11-2507161
35, Frankfurt Place . +94-11-2507162

Bambalapitiya +94-11-2507163
Colombo - 04 +94-11-4018485
Srilanka Fax : +94-11-4518481
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"hinesh

Jéwellers & Textiles §

276, Lewisham High Stree%
Lewisham London

Tel : 020 8613 9
Fax: 020-8690-4661

e-mail: t-k6@hotmail.co.uk
web: www.thinesh-jt.cci)fm.

i




~ Managing Director

Tel : 020 8465 9666 / 8465 9888 / 8465 9491
Fax : 020 8469 8204
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VL& L QUTEN
276 High Street North, London E12 6SA UK
Tel : 020 8470 5600 Fax : 020 8470 3448
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36, Loampit Hill Lewisham
London SE 13 7SW

Tel : 208 694 88 10




OPENING HOURS v Jewellers &MGem Merchants

MONDAY TO SATURDAY

230 Upper Tooting Road
10.00am - 6.30 pm London SW17 7EW
SUNDAY y

11.00am - 5.30 pm 0208767 3445

e

122 Upper Tooting Road
London SW177EN
Tel : 020 8672 1900

Season’s best is summer
aree’s best is Silk Emporius Sarees

*Jewellers & Te xtlles ,;
5, Plaze Parade




The OvalPremier o

15 The Oval
Sidcup
KENT

DA15 9ER

Station News Agents .

393 Footscray Road
New Eltham
London

SE9 2DR

Contact

- Mr T Kiritharan
* Tel : 07812078529
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Lycamob?le

Call the world forless

Sri Lanka
g E

/min /min (_:all Sri Lanka
Landli Mobil Dialog numbers
. doll - with any UK Plans

To activate : Text SAVE to 2525

1000

UK mins .
2GB DATA

Unlimited UK texts
Unlimited calls and texts

from Lycamobile to Lycamobile UK

To buy: Text 12044 to 3535

Order your free SIM at
www.lycamobile.co.uk il
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