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7 October 1994

TO: The Vinayagar Kandavanam Diamond Jubilee Committee : ‘

[t is my great pleasure to extend warmest greetings and congratulations to
the Vinayagar Kandavanam Diamond Jubilee Committee and friends as you
gather in Montreal to recognize the 60th birthday of one of your finest
citizens and literary scholars.

Vinayagar Kandavanam has earned the deepest respect and admiration from
the Upper Canada College community which he has served with distinction
since March 1989 and we are extremely proud that he is receiving these
special honours from his friends and countrymen.

I extend my personal greetings to all at this celebration and I know that the
tributes bestowed are well earned and richly deserved.

Yours sincerely,
ML /KA% |

Hamish I.F. Simpson ;
Headmaster i 1
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MESSHGE FROM

FORMER DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION,
SRT LANKA.

It gives me great pleasure indeed to send this message to felicitate Pulavar Kandavanam on his unique
achievements in developing and promoting modern Tamil Language and Literature. I am really happy and
proud that the Tamil comrades of Montreal are honouring him today in a fitting manner.

Pulavar Kandavanam started his career as a teacher at St Thomas' College, Matale where he played an
important role in organizing H.S.C. classes in Tamil in 1959. St Thomas' College was the first institution in
the entire hill country region to conduct classes in Tamil medium at H.S.C. level.

I have come to know him intimately since 1965 when he served on the Georgraphy Text Book Commit-
tee in Ministry of Education, Colombo. After the completion of his assignment with distinction, he was posted
to Vasavilan Central College where in 1971 he was chiefly responsible for organizing the Silver Jubilee celebra-
tion of the institution. The celebration included an exhibition of creative skills of the students, a seminar on ed-
ucation, a cultural festival and the publication of a souvenir. The innovative souvenir which he edited received
the encomiums of Principals, Education Officers, teachers and the public of Jaffna.

Pulavar Kandavanam is a great actor. He also had written, directed and produced several plays for
school children. The honour of introducing Drama as a subject in the school curriculum for the first time in the
Tamil region goes to Pulavar Kandavanam and in this virgin field, he had no peers to equal him or even surpass
him. In this context, it is significant to mention that Pulavar was one of the few teachers, selected out of hun-
dreads to follow a course of studies in Drama at the Colombo Campus of the University of Sri Lanka.

Pulavar, of course, is better known for his poetry and oratory. He is a king on the stage. There used to
be a time in Sri Lanka, especially in the sixties and seventies, when Tamil people flocked to hear him speak or
recite his poem.

As president of the Jaffna Writers' Association, he had encouraged writers to publish their works and
had influenced Thanaluckumy Book Depot to have them printed at reduced rate. I was given the honour of de-
claring open a separate unit at this depot, set up for the purpose of displaying and selling the works of Sri Lan-
kan Tamil authors.

Mr Kandavanam is no doubt a versatile personality - poet, author, orator, actor, dramatist all in one.
May the Almighty grant him good health to enable him to continue to serve humanity in this selfless fashion.

I congratulate the Diamond Jubilee Committee and the Tamil people of Montreal for honouring a great
personality who has served tirelessly for the cause of Tamil and Tamil Culture during the past four decades. I
wish the function all success.

T. Manickavasagar.
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GREETINGS FROM
MR. M. KARTHIGESU

It is a great pleasure to be invited to extend my greetings and felicitations to Kavignar Kandavanam on
the occasion of his Mani Vizha that is being organized by the Tamil Community of Montreal, Canada.

A poet is perceived of as a Creator - a Creator of beauty; words are his play-things; he picks, chooses
and places them in the right order to create a "form"; then, become lively, beautiful, didactic and sublime; Ka-
vignar, in this context, stands as a creator of beauty. A Romanticisist he is, he yearns for new forms and new
interpretations breaking away from absolute formalism. Reflective poetry becomes his forte; he stands distin-
guished as a poet, teacher, writer, dramatist and above all as an orator, par - excellence with a flair for repar-
tee.

While felicitating him on his 60th birthday, I take special pride in the fact that his devoted and dutiful
wife, Thavamany is an old Mahajanan and former student of mine; Kavignar's links with Mahajana are, there-
fore, inseparable. His close interaction with the Progressive Tamil writers of his times in Elam bears testimo-
ny for his efforts to promote poetic creativity and excellence. His patronage of the Canada Tamil Writers Un-
ion which is functioning under the Presidency of Mr.K.T. Shanumgarajah of Montreal is a shining example of
his sustained interest in Tamil literary activities in Canada.

We wish Kavignar, his wife, and his children, Vani and Varanan, long life, best of health and happi-
ness at all times. Let his poetic creations grow by leaps and bounds! Let them bring to us vivid memories of

the best times, our forebears enjoyed in our homeland several centurics ago as the great poet, Wordsworth,
would have sung then--

"Two Ysices are thene: ome s of the Sea,

One of the MWountains (Palmynat-groves);: each a mighty Vocce:
T both, from age to age Thou didot nejoice,

They were Thy chosen Music, LTBERTY!"

- M. Karthigesu
Former Chairman, Town Council, Kankesanturai
Patron, Mahajana College O.S.A, Canada.

)
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JOY IN ACHIEVEMENT

It is immense pleasure to be associated

with the release of a commemorative number to
honour Kavignar Kandavanam, a remarkable Ta-
mil poet of the century.

Kavignar has been a close friend of mine
with whom I journeyed to India from Sri Lanka to
bag an arts degree, a title regarded as indispensa-
ble to learning.

My earliest recollection of Kavignar is as a
student at Drieberg College, Chavakachcheri,
where I was being initiated into the teaching pro-
cess - it was an effulgent period in the annals of
the institution with many firsts and a fund of crea-
tive activity. Even as a student Kavignar distin-
guished himself as a serial writer in English to the
senior students' paper under the benign care of
Mr M.K.Segaram and Kavignar does owe a great
deal to his teachers, Pandit Aiyadurai and the ac-
knowledged master P.D. Chinniah. Kavignar was
the product of an era of students noted for sobrie-
ty, dedication and determination.

It will not be far-fetched to say that Desti-
ny had marked the young aspirant for a niche in
the Hall of Fame. It is abundant, joy a soaring
sense of pride to see the Tamil language and arts
celebrated in Canada. Kavignar was born into a
family of brothers Pasupathy and Markandu who
nurtured the flowering of their brother; he married

into a family of eminent writers- Rasikamani Kanaka
Senthinathan and playwright and producer A.T. Pon-
nuthurai; and was enriched in the company of the
writers of Jaffna Literary Circle of which he was pres-
ident for several years. I am aware that the Circle
comprising such luminous personalities as Mahakavi,
R.Nagarajan, Ambi, Kruamakal, Sundarampillai, tru-
ly enriched the Tamil language with their creative writ-
ing. Kavignar was also involved in dramatics, com-
munity service and religious activities.

My latest recollection is calling upon my friend
to compose a poem on Canada - sometime during the
125th anniversary of Canada - a request he responded
with magical competence full of fact, feeling and dig-
nity. My only regret is that the composition had seen
the light of the day, bereft of the fanfare and heraldry
that should accompany such a marvellous master-
piece. I quote just 3 verses as sampling of the fare
therein:

agpm sevell QFsoeuld efiLd

FIQD FHTSTILD

DpDmed Bpiteud &S0MP N ShdHHL
i Hid Qamsvormi 5!

uQoTf FoWLd LisRTLY GupSHSHLD
ueOslsTE F(LpSmus

SOVBES TAHGP HHVS: HeIDTUI
FDLSS HeoTL_mGou!

gaNGuni @y wsh sellgsed HvHES
miGLTed &1%E Heumdi!
welsi o fsww HSHie Sewiesflor
wewNGurD GuistollBeumds!

I understand that a lively Tamil rendering of
the Canadian National Anthem has been made by Ka-
vignar recently.

Kavignar is so unpretentious and unassuming
that he naturally has an extensive group of admirers
and friends. His solid thinking and mature judgement
should serve the Tamil cause and community in the
years to come.

My sincere thanks to Mr S. Jegatheesan to
have called on me to contribute an article to this lauda-
ble compendium.

May the almighty amply bless my good friend

with health and vigour to adorn the parade of Twenti-
eth Century Tamil Poets..

R. Sivanesan.
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KAVIGNAR V. KANDAVANAM:
A PHILOSOPHICAL POINT OF
VIEW,

As a student of philosophy, I think it is bet-
ter to explain my understanding of poems in a few,
words, before writing some thing about Kavingar
V. Kanthavanam from my memory in the middle
school experience.

4 womentless intensity pane and bare,
7 atnetek to an etermal everquhere.
7 have become what befone time T was;
A seonet touck has guceted thought amd sense.
AU things by the agent mind cveated pass
Tnts a void and meate 7 5
-Sri Aurobindo

Human life is caught in the ceaseless move-
ment of time, of perpetual coming - to - be and
passing - away. The changing forms of human life
and of native have captured man's reflective atten-
tion in the East and West througout the ages by
shaping the main thrust of his philosophical quest
and by posing the basic questions of his religious
life. Consider for a moment the perpetual change of
role, seen and actor in nature's theater: Summer's
growth becomes fall's harvest; night following day,
clouds of white alter into ominous thunder heads.
Children grow into aged men. Is it surprising that
the earliest thinkers were amased at the transience of
all forms and contents of the world, including them-
selves? Yet such coming to be and ceasing to be es-
sentially define time. In this maelstrom of change
man has sought to understand the meaning, of the
life given to him and its relationship to the nature of
all beings. What I am emphasizing here is that the
poet's and the philosopher's questions are the
same.. Ultimately what is the purpose of human
life? Subramanya Bharathi also asking the same
question in the fallowing poem:
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Devotional Songs - 4
Bharathiyar Poems.

Good poets whatever their time, nationality
and language are exceptional beings and carriers of

divine truth. The only significant difference from
poet to poet is perhaps the difference in the chronolo-
gy of their lives. In the external forms of poetry,
such as technique and style, certain differences may
exist among them; but all true poets belong to the
one unit and whole of poetic genius. Each poet in his
own manner brings to this world a new message, a
new form of reality. This message is the truth of
Creation. A poet tries to express this ultimate reality
in order to inspire human beings. This reality is ex-
pressed in a language that is suited for a period in
time and for social way of thinking. It is because re-
ality is affected by units of time, tradition and socie-
ty, that a poet attempts to express this reality in terms
of those units.

As poetry is capable of distilling the sensuous
enjoyment of all the senses and as it is born in the
very deep experience of those senses ultimately per-
ceiving the aspect of ultimate reality, it carries with
the intoxication of liquor, the swetenss of a limitless
firmament. Poetry is born over a very deep experi-
ence of the senses, the intellect, the mind as well the
spirit. Without separating the joy or the sorrow of the
world, a poet looks at life, at the completeness of the
world of joys and sorrows. One who merely looks
at the joy of life and runs away from its sorrows can
not be a true poet; on the contrary poetry is the ex-
pression of the frenzy arising from the intoxcation of
life. Poetry is born of the experience of the harmo-
nies of the world and great passion that emanates
from experiencing the tiniest joys of the universe.
Not only joy, but sorrow too is a note in the harmo-
ny of the world. The above aspects we can clearly
see in the following works of Kavingar V. Kandav-
anam:

gor @Bsl Gurmepss, SfneneulanGe,
&SEEsd &5 euand, elpmusii.

The life vision of completeness of life is the
primary experience of Indian poetry. Kavingar V.
Kandavanam belongs to this group of Indian poets
who perceive life as whole and complete.

Turning to my experience with Kavingar V.
Kandavanam, I had the opportunity of studying un-
der him when I was a middle school student at Va-
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savilan M.M.V. Sri Lanka in 1965. During my middle
school time we were very scared of Kandavanam, be-
cause he was a very strict disciplinarian, but a nice and
good hearted man. He was always concerned about
the students' future. He never intended to take revenge
against any student. His character reminds us of
Avaiyar Muthurai:

soflsnGoun QLmiut sweut $BEhFag Bl
Qunpifen GeunGL_niiummis Guredsur@y — efiDily & S
Bigfw enis euBOGUre wrmiGo

gQynap srearCont Femd.

@mmmmm’r epgiemy (23)

Like broken stone are mever wmone cowmbined
Remingle soon the betton soul thein hearts.

Ho longer sundered do the best nemain
Than watern that pointed arvow parts
-Avaiyar Muthurai

What I am trying to say is that Kavingar Ka-
davanam's anger always helpful to the student to re-
move ignorance and illusions, not distroy or hurt their
feelings or their future.

In conclasion, nothing could give me greater
pleasure than to, bear witness to the extra ordinary
qualifications that my esteemed teacher, poet and dear
friend has for this kind of celebration (Manivizha). His
standing as a poet of Tamil is well recognized in Sri
Lanka and Canada. His publications and many stu-
dents (including me) he has produced will amply testi-
fy to that. And I also want to add that Kavignar V.
Kandavanam is a distinguished philosopher in his own
right and a thinker possessed of a powerful mind. He
has also a great understanding of the Tamil Saiva Re-
ligion, philosophical issues from a classical Tamil per-
spective which I have rarely seen matched. He is one
of the rare kind of people who are proficient in Tamil
and English in our community in Canada. Kavignar V.
Kandavanam has a fine presence and unusual capacity
for establishing social relationship with people of dif-
ferrent ethnic and cultural background. And, most of
all he is awise man, with a benevelont disposition
which endears him to all who come across him.

I wish him many more years of fruitful work
for our community which I know lie before him in
Canada.
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