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THE STORY

Long long ago there lived a saint called Agathyar.
He was small made physically, but was great in per-
forming acts of penance. He was a great devotee of
Lord Siva and had received from Him extraordinary
powers through penance.

While in Pothikai , a sandal mountain in the south-
ern part of Tamil NaAdu in India, he wrote the gram-
mar for Tamil Language. Hence he is being hailed
even today as the first Tamil grammarian.

Once, while on his westward journey, he stopped to
offer his usual pooja to Lord Siva. At that time a
crow appeared and turned his water jar
(kamandalam) over and spilled the holy water.

The sage looked back and saw a handsome boy. He
though that the boy was the one who had spilled the
pooja water and got up to punish the mischievous
boy. He wanted to grab the boy and knock on his
head.

The boy began to run and he chased him. After some
time the sage felt tired and stopped under a tree to
take breath.

Then suddenly to his great surprise the boy changed
into Lord Vinayagar (Ganesar). The sage was very

5



happy to see the Lord, but felt sorry for his action.
He worshipped him by knocking on his own head
and prayed that he should be forgiven. (By doing so
he punished himself for aiming earlier to knock on
God's head. Following the saint's method, devotees
event today, knock on their heads while worship-
ping Lord Vinayagar.)

Lord Vinayagar explained to him the reason for his
holy game.

" The flower garden grown by Indran (Indran is the
head of celestials.) at Seerkali for Siva pooja had
withered because of drought. So he prayed to me
for water. I answered his prayer by offering some
water from your holy jar. May your name and fame
flourish the world over." So blessing, Lrod
Vinayagar disappeared.

The water he poured out from the saint Agathyar's
kamandalam became a river and is still flowing in
Tamil Nadu with the name Kaveri, originating from
Kaham, the Tamil word for crow.
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