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— €. N. SINGARAVELU, M. A. —

SAINT  Thirugnanasambandar
holds a very high place among
the Tamil saints of South India.
He, along with Saint Thitu-
' navukkarasar; led the Renaissance
movement in the fields of lan-
: guage, - religion and culture of
. the Tamil land during the second
half .of the Seventh century.
: The South. Indian history be-
tween the third and the first

“ half of the seventli century is

enveloped in darkness.  During

i ments called "Kalapiras® are
known to have dominated the
The two non-orthodox’
nd atheistic systéems: of religion,
namely,. Jainism and Buddhism
held sway in South India. It was’
t such a critical period: that Thiru-
naitasambandar appeared like a
rising sun to dispel the darkness
f atheism in the country and to
e - establish the ancient and tra-
itional -religion of Saivism giviig
t its proper place among the
various phases of the vedic religion
' and philosophy.
Sankara who lived from 788
:to 820 A.D. followed up the work
f Saint Thirugnanasambandar
rom another angle and carried
he work to North India. That

the latter preceded the former
can be seen from the fact that
Sankara in one of the verses inl
his *“ Soundaryalahari’ refers to

irugnanasambandar in.the fol
lowing terms :—

*“ O Daughter of the mountains?
I'consider thy breast milk an
overflow of the sea of wisdom
of thy heart. For, by tasting i€,
the ‘Dravida child' to whom. at
was so mercifully granted, became
such a charming poet ameong the
great poets.” ’

. Shri Sankara also contributed
to the virtual disappearance of
Jainism and Buddhism from India.
But his method was different from
that of Saint Thirugnanasamban-
dar. Jainism and Buddhism though
started as simple religions of love
and compassion got enmeshed in
hair-splitting arguments and dia-
lectics, became highly sophistic-
ated and  deviated widely from
Truth and Nature. Shri Sankara
paid them in their own coin. He
out héroded Herod in hair-splitting
dialectics. = Since Buddhists and
Jains denied or ignored the exis-
tence of God, Shti Sankara went
to the other extreme and denied
the existence of anvthing other
than GOD. '

contirnue back inside Cover):
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Ccontinue from fxge 1)

But Saint Thirugnanasamban-
dar’s approach was different. He
did not indulge in disputations at
all. He took his stand on his own
experience. He knew that faith
in God could not be brought
about by reason and argument.
Having realized God himself, he
communicated his experiences in
beautiful songs which carried con-
viction. The approach of Saint
Thirugnanasambandar can be very
well illustrated by the following
verse which has a peculiar charm
in that it is at once persuasive and
assertive :

“gydsargih aBhis Qurfurgid
[1EY1

Corfis Caar, sLi o Qe
ausar Csrd
wigds fus@pdi wand upd anpid
sigssar idi GapCuw afsy
sridansCar’”
Let us examine this verse in
detail. This is the fifth verse in
the pasuram beginning with the
verse . —
“ATps Spsani ararai ealann

In the controversy with the
Jains, Saint Thirugnanasambandar
wrote. this pasuram in a Cadjan
leaf, and left it in the river Vaigai.
Immediately, it moved swiftly
against the current thereby prov-
ing the existence of GOD who is
the Supreme Controller of nature.
This pasuram is thought-provoking
and full of philosophic truths.
The verse quoted above seems to
have been addressed especially to
the Jain ascetics who assembled
there.

Sekkilar, in his life of Saint
Thirugnanasambandar, has ex-
plained the signiticance of each
and every stanza of this pasuram.

The stress made in this verse is
on the fact that God cannot be
comprehended or tested by logic
or ratiocination. Sekkilar’s ex-

planation to the first proposition
in this verse, namely,

“ggbsard ahss Qurfurgid
légé Cordas Caanry”

is on the following lines :—

‘ Arguments based on casual
connection and compatison apply
only to things of this world.
Sankaran the God is not part of
this world. There is nothing
comparable to Him in this world.
Hence His essential nature can-
not be measured by arguments
which are of limited application.’

This can be elaborated as fol-
lows :—

God cannot be
merely by intellect. He has to
be experienced and felt.  Since
God is the Soul of our souls He:
cannot be objectified. He is like
the cell in the battery light. With
the battery light you can see the
world outside but not the cell. If
you temove the cell with a view
to see it, the battery light ceases
to function. You cannot see
yourself through a telescope. You
cannot be a subject as well
as an object. Here God is in
subject and cannot therefore, be
objectified.

The Sixth Sutra of Sivagnana-
botham deals with the question
whether God can be compre-
hended. The Sutra savs that all
things which could be recongnised
objectively should be non-sensient
and non-permanent. But if a
thing is not at all recognisable it
is as' good as non existent. God
does not belong to either of this
category. God cannot be com-
prehended objectively but can be
experienced within through His
Grace. Just as the sun can be
perceived only through its rays,
God can be experienced only
through His Grace.

understood
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