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Facing the hard
knocks of learning

UNIVERSITY STUDENTS, including many South
Asians, are roughing it out with their friends due to a
lack of affordable and suitable housing, according to
representatives of student associations

They say some Monash University students are
sleeping on classmates’ floors and couches.

Clayton and surrounding suburbs are experiencing the
lowest rental vacancy rates in 40 years, and rent for
houses and flats has gone up 20 per cent, according to
official figures.

There was immense pressure on students with fixed
incomes to find suitable housing, especially near
Monash University.

St Vincent de Paul spokesman Gavin Dufty told a
local newspaper that students were continually asking
for emergency relief to cope with rising rental costs in
Melbourne’s university areas.

"We’ve noticed over the last couple of years a
significant increase in overcrowding and inappropriate
accommodation options for students,” Mr Dufty said.

Beyond the word sory

Coming to terms with our nation’s past through a treaty among Australians

European diseases. The introduction of
feral domestic animals lead to the
destruction of habitats. The cumulative
effect has been the reduction in the
numbers of aboriginal people.

This early non-recognition of the
indigenous people of this land has resulted
in a number of outrageous wrongs, the
issue of the stolen generation being just

UTHAYAM STAFF REPORTER

AUSTRALIA WAS settled upon on the
erroneous assumption that it was terra
nullius or unoccupied land.

At the time of settlement this land was in
fact inhabited by over 300,000 people of
Aborigine and Torres Island Origin.
Following settlement many indigenous
people were killed including the entire one.

Tasmanian population. Others fell prey to It has also resulted in one sided

development. The need for reconciliation,

inclusion and parallel development is
clearly apparent in the widening gap in
living standards between indigenous and
non indigenous Australians.

We as more recently arrived migrants
reap the benefits of this exploitation and
alienation of the first people of this land,
which sadly continues to date.

Many Australians have called for
reconciliation in the form of a negotiated

treaty to right these wrongs, particularly to
address the dispossession of land. The
absence of a treaty the Aboriginal Treaty
Committee states leads many aborigines to
conclude that their resistance is not yet
over. They also submit that the absence of
a treaty does not help Australians of
European descent as their ownership of this
land continues to be defined in terms of
force. Successive Parliament’s have
resisted this call.

Continued on page 2
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Uthayam honoured

for role In crimestop

BY OUR CORRESPONDENT

Uthayam’s consistent
contribution to stopping crime
was recognized and honoured
along with several other media
institutions.

With the increase in crime rate
the police and other emergency
services have partnered with
many institutions including the
Uthayam to prevent crime.

Uthayam continued to display
crimestoppers advertisements and
articles to create awareness in the
community. At a recent
appreciation ceremoney Uthayam
and several other media
institutions were honoured by the

“Crime Stoppers’ for their
assistance in making the program
a success in Victoria.

Those who got the Appreciation
Certificates included ‘The

Uthayam’, ‘South Asia Times’,
‘Indo-Times’, Ch. 31 and LEBA.
The certificates were awarded by
Hon. Bob Cameron, Minister for
Police and Emergency Services at

2008.

a glittering breakfast and
launch of National Crime
Stoppers Day on 15th February,

ping

At a media conference after the
breakfast event, Australians were
urged to “Put the Finger on
Crime” as part of the National
Crime Stoppers Day.

The public was asked to “Save
this number — 1800 333 000 — to
save the day!” by saving the
number into their mobile phones.

In the past year, Crime Stoppers
in Victoria has received over
37,000 phone calls resulting in
1,062 arrests and 4,458 charges
being laid.

Drug, traffic, homicide, fraud
and theft related offences were
the most commonly reported
crimes.

resisted this call.

On February 13, 2008, the government
made a formal apology to the ‘stolen
generation’ 10 years after it was
recommended by the Human Rights and
Equal Opportunity Commission
(HEROEC) in its 1997 landmark report
‘Bringing Them Home’. The report
identified that from 1920 to 1970, over
50,000 children of aboriginal and Torres
straits island origin were forcibly removed
from their mothers and placed in camps
and missionaries. The apology signifies an
acknowledgement of the policies of
successive parliaments that provided for
the forced removal of children of aborigine
and Torres island origins from their
families and cultures and also serve to
validate their individual experiences.

The Rudd government should be applauded
for taking this bold step to make this
apology given its predecessors resistance to
it. In his speech, the Prime Minister dealt
with many of the questions around why an
apology was required. He drew attention to
the fact that children were forcibly
removed as recently as 1970 and that laws
of parliament made it possible. He also
drew attention to the fact that some present
day Members of the House were sitting
members of the House during the passage
of such legislation. Importantly, he pointed
that ‘stony silence’ does not help the nation
move forward as equal partners providing
equal opportunities.

The Prime Minister’s focus on Parliaments
role in the forced removal of children is an
apt observation. But is Parliament any
different today. Does it for instance attempt
to balance the interests of a pluralistic
society or continue to favour the interests
of persons of European descent on crucial
issues. Under the Howard government
Parliament had continued to let its policies
favoring white over black hold sway and
was manifest in its various attempts at
whittling down Native Title and aborigine
land rights. So what hope does the
aboriginal people have when Parliament
and the Courts continue to display an

‘ OUR NATION'S PAST

Going beyond the word . ..

Australia’s indigenous community has the highest rate of
rheumatic fever and rheumatic heart disease in the world.
e Up to 80% of indigenous Australian children have hearing

problems.

e Indigenous people get between 9 and 21% less in public

housing benefits.

e Life expectancy at birth for an indigenous male is 59.4
compared to 76 years for non- indigenous males. Indigenous
women have a life expectancy of 64.8 years compared to 82 for

non-indigenous women.

e Infant mortality for indigenous Australians 13.0 per 1,000
births compared to 5.2 per 1,000 infants for non-indigenous

Australians.

ambivalent attitude to the rights of the
indigenous people of this country.

Up until1976 Australia, continued to be the
only former British colony that refused to
recognise native inhabitant’s rights to land.
In 1976, following recommendations of the
Woodward Commission the government
passed Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern
Territory) Act, legally recognising the
Aboriginal system of land ownership for
the first time. This Act also sets up a
process whereby the aborigine people
could win back and manage their lands in
the Northern Territory.

Other positive developments were
introduced as a result of judicial activism
by the courts. In 1992, a challenge was
made to the notion that Australia was terra
nullius when it was discovered in 1788.
The High Court in its landmark decision in
the Mabo Case held that this was an error
giving recognition to aboriginal peoples
land rights. However, the court also held
that government had a right to acquire such
lands.

The Mabo decision resulted in the Native
Title Act that provided for a process of
claiming and recognising Native Title over
lands that could be shown to have been
used by the aborigine people. The Mabo
decision however did not deal with lands
that were subject to leases. This was a
major shortcoming particularly as a
majority of the lands that the aborigine

people could lay claims to were subject to
leases that were granted by the then British
Colonial office and affected almost 42% of
the land in Australia and almost 93% of the
land in the Northern Territory.

The issue of lands subject to pastoralist
leases was dealt in the Wik case in 1996. it
was decided in this case that Native Title
could co-existed with pastoralist leases,
except when the two systems were in
conflict, in which case the pastoralists’
rights would prevail. The co-existence of
Native Title rights with such pastoralist
leases meant that thousands of Aboriginal
people who were locked off cattle and
sheep stations could now have access to
sacred, traditional and other places of
significance on such lands.

However, this win was short lived as the
Howard government caving into
conservative leaders and demands by
pastoralists extinguished Native Title by
passing the Native Title Amendment Bill.
This Bill not only extinguished Native Title
on leased lands but also took away a
number of other rights that had been
introduced by the Mabo decision. Thus,
pastoralists were allowed to diversity into
areas such as tourism, agriculture, forestry,
and aquaculture without having to
negotiate with Native Title interests. The
Bill also gave recognition to mining leases
granted by State and Territory governments
contravening Native Title. Further the
requirement of ‘negotiation’ was replaced

with ‘consultation’ in the case of mining in
reserves, national parks and lands subject
to pastoral leases. Further, vacant and
crown land in cities and towns were
exempt from native title claims while
States and Territories were allowed to
establish their own alternative native title
schemes. The Northern Territory
Government was the first to make use the
gains from this amendment. In 1998 it
attempted to push through its own
alternative native title scheme which was
widely viewed as further weakening the
rights and interests of Native Title holders

affecting their ability to protect their
culture, way of life and gain
economic benefits from activities on
their land. While this piece of
legislation was approved by the
former Attorney General it did not
get Senate approval.

Given this, the apology by the Rudd
government while welcome seems a
small step considering the
overarching need for a negotiated
settlement between Australians of
Aborigine and Torres Island origin
and Australians of European
origins. As pointed by Justices Dean
and Gaudron of the High Court
“The acts and events ... (of
Aboriginal) dispossession ...
constitute the darkest aspect of the
history of this nation... The nation
as a whole must remain diminished
unless and until there is an
acknowledgment of, and retreat
from, those past injustices.”
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SL youth protest

The Tamil Youngsters in
Australia took part in a
cricket match between Sri
Lanka and India to bring the
attention of the Australian
public to the human rights
violation in Sri Lanka against
Tamils and the current
situation of culture of
impunity in Sri Lanka.

About 160 Tamil young-
sters traveled 350 k.m at their
own expenses to take part in
the awareness event along
with their Canberra col-
leagues wearing red T-Shits
showing the Tamil Eelam
map along with red eelam
flag with the “Where is
Humanity?”, “Voice of
Tamils” messages. They
played eastern music to draw
the attention of the crowed in
the cricket ground.

The Tamil Youngsters say,
they are planning to conduct
similar awareness events on
all the future matches in
Australia where Sri Lanka
will be taking part.

Sri Lanka recently celebrat-
ed its 60th Independence day
while Tamils experiencing
worst form of Human Rights
violations including enforced
abductions, disappearances,
shelling, bombing, mass
arrests, torture, ethnic

cleansing, sexual harass-
ments, destroying proper-
ties and extrajudicial
killings, a youngster who
took part in the event told
TNS.

Tamils in Sri Lanka also
mourned their 60th
oppression on February
4th the day they lost their
basic rights and freedom
exactly 60 years ago.
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FIJI NEWS IN BRIEF

Transparency International for
Mr Chaudhry’s resignation

It is alleged that close to a total of 1.6 million Australian dollars was deposited in
five of his personal off shore accounts between September 2000 and December
2003, most of which had been shifted to investment accounts and earned substantial
interest. However, after a year the money was transferred back to his account and
withdrawn.Speaking to Village News, Chaudhry reiterates that he did not owe any
outstanding taxes and will not resign for as long as he has the confidence of his
cabinet.Interim Prime Minister, Commodore Voreqe Bainimarama said he will
make a statement on the matterTransparency International Fiji has called for Mr
Chaudhry’s resignation. Transparency International Chairman, Hari Pal Singh said
in any allegation against such nature any public officer should resign.

National Federation Party general secretary, Parmod Rae said the call should be
heeded if Mr Chaudhry was hiding something.

Second internet dater arrested
for sex assault

Police widen date-site rape inquiry. Waikato police have arrested a second man for
allegedly sexually assaulting a woman he met on the internet. Waikato police
spokesman Andrew McAlley said a 36-year-old Te Kauwhata farmer allegedly
sexually violated a 31-year-old Fijian woman who had come to New Zealand after
developing a relationship with the man over the internet. The woman required
medical attention at Waikato Hospital after the attack, he said. The man is due to
appear in Hamilton District Court this morning, charged with sexual violation.

Fiji announces record visitor
number from Australia in 2007

After tallying its visitor arrival numbers for the 2007 calendar year, the Fiji
Islands Visitors Bureau has revealed that Australia produced record tourist arrivals
numbers, reaching 198, 220 visitors. The bureau also informed that the figure
represents a 24% increase on 2006 figures.“Collectively Australia and New
Zealand account for more than 55 per cent of Fiji’s visitors overall.”

Military’s role in Fiji to be
reviewed

Fiji’s military has conceded that its role in the country should be reviewed.

The admission has come from Fiji’s military commander and Interim Prime
Minister, Commodore Voreqe Bainimarama when addressing the first meeting of
the council set up to produce the proposed People’s Charter. Pacnews quotes a
Radio Australia report which says Commodore Bainimarama agrees an early draft
on the people’s charter proposal does not include the future role of the military.
He says as the current military commander he’s aware of concerns about the
island’s coup culture image and adds Fiji must rid itself of this reputation.

“For us to able to do this we must be able to address the fundamental problems
and issues. This is what the peoples charter proposes and seeks to do we presented
now with momentous opportunity Fiji people are now looking to their leaders for
direction for answers for hope-this council must manifest a boldness of character.”

KUMAR’S PHOTOGRAPHY

Abn: 19 918 193 015

Over twenty years photography experience
Weddings, Engagements, Birthdays, Christenings, Funerals

Free Digital Photos

With every Professional Photography
Contract
**conditions apply

For Bookings and Enquiries Contact:
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Tiger leader’s photographer killed

A pro-LTTE website recently said a
personal photographer for LTTE
Leader Velupillai Pripaharan had
died. The photographer has been
promoted to the military rank of Lt.
Colonel and the supposedly civilian
honour of Mamanithar concurred on
him.

Sri Lanka Military Intelligence
believe the Tiger had died of injuries
sustained either on the LTTE He-
roes-Day bombing of an LTTE
hideout last November or in the
February 6th bombing of Thiru-
weiaru, north-west of Iranamadu

Tank. The LTTE initially claimed
that only civilians were killed in the
attack.

The Sri Lanka Army’s Task Force I
has managed to eliminate four LTTE
Lt. Colonels within the space of four
days. they include the LTTE’s
Mannar District ‘Operations Com-
mander Lt. Col Jeyakanthan from
the LTTE’s elite Charles Anthony
regiment.

Another LTTE regional commander
Lt. Col Karunaharan along with
several others was killed in the Weli
Oya area.
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Analysis

Sri Lanka’s return to war:
limiting the damage

Asia Report from International crisis group

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AND

RECOMMENDATIONS

Sri Lanka is in civil war again,
and there are no prospects of
a peace process resuming soon.
On 2 January 2008, the govern-
ment announced its withdrawal
from a ceasefire agreement with
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE). This formalised a
return to conflict that has been
underway since 2006 but also
presaged worse to come. The
humanitarian crisis is deepening,
abuses of human rights by both
sides are increasing, and those
calling for peace are being
silenced. There is no present
chance of a new ceasefire or
negotiations since the govern-
ment, despite pro forma state-
ments in favour of a political
solution, is dependent on hardlin-
ers and appears intent on a
military decision. International
actors must concentrate for now
on damage limitation: protecting
civilians from the war’s worst
effects and supporting those
working to preserve Sri Lanka’s
democratic institutions.

In addition to heavy fighting in
the north, the first weeks of 2008
have seen the assassinations of a
government minister and a Tamil
opposition member of parliament,
multiple bombings in Colombo, a
wave of deadly attacks on
civilians in the majority Sinhalese
south, and widespread disappear-
ances and killings of non-com-
bantants in the north and east.
More than 5,000 combatants and
civilians are estimated to have
been killed over the past two
years. At least 140,000 have fled
intensified fighting in the north,
and more are likely to be forced
out if the military continues its
push into Tiger-controlled
territory. If the government’s
military approach in the east is a
precedent for its conduct of the

northern campaign, civilians and
their property are at grave risk.
Much of the blame for the
resumption in violence lies with
the LTTE; its ceasefire violations
and abuses of the population
under its control pushed the
government towards war. The
Tiger strategy was to shore up
internal support by provoking a
Sinhala nationalist reaction; it
worked, although the insurgents
may come to regret their ap-
proach. President Mahinda
Rajapaksa has also overplayed his
hand. Relying on support from
Sinhala extremists, he has let
them set an agenda that allows
only for a military approach.

The military and much of the
government leadership believe
they can defeat or permanently
weaken the Tigers by the end of
2008. The LTTE has been badly
hurt over the past eighteen
months: it has lost the areas it
controlled in the Eastern Prov-
ince; its arms routes have been
disrupted; hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of its fighters have
been killed; and senior command-
ers are now vulnerable to targeted
elimination, either from air force
bombs or special forces. But the
Tigers remain a formidable
fighting force. While the army has
been inching forward in the north,
they are fighting back from
well-defended positions. Even
assuming the Tigers can be
defeated militarily, it remains
unclear how the government
would pacify and control the large
Tamil-speaking areas in the north
that have been under LTTE
domination for a decade or more.
The government argues its
military campaign will clear the
way for a political solution.
Vowing to “eradicate terrorism”,
it says it aims to destroy the
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Tigers or force them to disarm
and enter democratic politics and
negotiations alongside other
Tamil and Muslim parties. But
after promising for more than a
year to undertake substantial
constitutional reforms once the
All-Party Representative Com-
mittee (APRC) recommended
them, it now proposes only to
“fully implement” the constitu-
tion’s long-existing Thirteenth
Amendment. The limited de-
volved powers for the north and
east that this would represent are
unlikely even in the best case to
be sufficient to win over many
Tamils or Muslims, though they
could be a useful start if imple-
mented sincerely. Since President
Rajapaksa has chosen to depend
on strongly Sinhala nationalist
parties for his government’s
survival, however, this seems
unlikely.

Meanwhile, ethnic divisions are
deepening. The humanitarian
costs of the war are concentrated
in Tamil-speaking areas. In
Colombo, security forces have
conducted large, often indiscrimi-
nate arrests of Tamils under
emergency regulations. But
Muslims are under pressure from
both the Tamil Makkal Viduthalai
Puligal (TMVP), a paramilitary
group which broke from the

Tigers and
operates with the government’s
blessing, and government-spon-
sored land and administrative
changes. The much touted
“liberation” of the Eastern
Province has failed to bring
development or democracy;
instead it has been characterised
by military rule and rising ethnic
tensions. The government will
lose an opportunity to set up a
democratic alternative to the
LTTE in the east if it fails to rein
in the TMVP ahead of a series of
elections scheduled to begin in
March 2008.

The human rights and governance
crisis continues unabated, with
paralysis of the institutions
empowered to investigate and
prosecute, and consequent
impunity for abusers. The many
ad hoc commissions of inquiry of
the past two years have accom-
plished nothing, while disappear-
ances and political killings
continue, especially in Jaffna and
other parts of the north. Both the
Tigers and the TMVP continue to
recruit and make use of child
soldiers, despite repeated pledges
to UN agencies and others not to.
The current conflict is worse than
what preceded the 2002 ceasefire.
The government’s counter-insur-
gency campaign is more brutal

and indiscriminate, the terror and
criminal activities of its Tamil
proxy forces more extensive and
blatant, and the role of chauvinis-
tic Sinhala ideologues in govern-
ment more pronounced. The
suspected involvement of
pro-government forces in the
assassinations of Tamil politicians
is particularly disturbing. The
Tigers have fully militarised life
in areas under their control and
returned to brutal attacks on
Sinhalese civilians, intent on
provoking even worse retaliation.
As unpromising as present
circumstances are, the govern-
ment should be alert to any
opportunities that arise to
promote a new peace process.
Meanwhile, the international
community needs to use its
limited leverage for the time
being to prevent further deteriora-
tion, while developing strategies
to strengthen the moderate,
non-violent forces still committed
to a peaceful and just settlement
and to build the middle ground —
significantly beyond the unitary
state but far short of a separate
Tamil state — that will be neces-
sary if a lasting political solution
is to gain traction once political
conditions are better. This will
require pressing the Tigers and
their supporters to abandon

Turn to page 6
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Sri Lanka’s return to war ..

terrorism and separatism, while simultane-
ously encouraging a new consensus in the
south in support of constitutional and state
reforms.

RECOMMENDATIONS

To the Government of Sri Lanka:

1. Meet basic humanitarian needs and
protect civilians from the effects of war by:
(a) conducting all military operations in
strict accordance with international law;
(b) guaranteeing full and prompt access for
UN agencies and humanitarian organisa-
tions, with adequate medical supplies, to
LTTE-controlled areas; and

(¢) defending UN agencies and interna-
tional humanitarian organisations against
unfounded allegations by hardline politi-
cians and parties and guaranteeing the
safety of all humanitarian workers, Sri
Lankan and foreign.

2. Take all necessary steps to protect the
fundamental human rights of all citizens,
including:

(a) conducting anti-terrorist operations in
accordance with both domestic constitu-
tional guarantees and international human
rights and humanitarian law;

(b) investigating fully all allegations of
disappearances and killings carried out by
state forces or militant groups aligned with
the state and prosecuting when credible
evidence is available;

(c) passing through parliament a witness
protection law that takes into account
suggestions from civil society organisa-
tions and the International Independent
Group of Eminent Persons (IIGEP);

(d) accepting the proposed UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights (UNH-
CHR) office in Sri Lanka with adequate
powers to monitor and report on human
rights violations throughout the country;
and

(e) guaranteeing the protection of media
personnel and investigating fully recent
attacks on journalists.

3. Develop the Eastern Province equi-
tably, transparently, inclusively and
effectively by:

(a) delaying local and provincial
elections until the illegal activities
of all armed groups, including the
TMVP, are curtailed and adequate
security for all political parties is

guaranteed by the police and legiti-
mate security forces;

(b) ending de facto military rule
over large parts of the Eastern
Province and ensuring that politi-
cians and civil servants of all
ethnicities have a major role in
planning and decision making; and
(c) guaranteeing full access for UN
agencies and humanitarian organi-
sations in the newly cleared areas.
4. Pursue vigorously political
reforms that address the legitimate
rights and needs of all citizens and
ethnic communities in a united and
democratic Sri Lanka by:

(a) granting the Eastern Provincial
Council, once constituted, all
allowable powers under the Thir-
teenth Amendment, including for
police, finance, land and education;
(b) publicly commiting to pursue in
the near future more substantial
constitutional reforms, including
power-sharing at the centre; and

(c) requesting the APRC to publish
its proposals for constitutional
reforms by the Sinhala and Tamil
New Year (mid-April 2008), even if
full consensus has not been reached.
To the President:

5. Establish immediately the
Constitutional Council and request
it to nominate new members to all
independent commissions.

To all Political Parties:

6. Monitor closely implementation
of the Thirteenth Amendment, work
to ensure that maximum powers are
granted to the Eastern Provincial
Council once it is established after
free and fair elections, and press the
government to keep constitutional
reform high on the agenda.

To the Constituent Parties of the
All-Party Representative Commit-
tee (APRC):

7. Submit final proposals for
constitutional reforms, including
power sharing, by mid-April 2008,
if necessary with majority and
minority reports.

To the United National Party:

8. State publicly willingness to sup-
port in parliament reasonable
devolution and power-sharing
proposals that go beyond the limits
of the unitary state, once these are
submitted by the APRC.

To the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eeelam (LTTE):

9. Cease all attacks on civilians,
suicide bombings, forced recruit-
ment and repression of media
freedom and political dissent and
respect fully international human
rights and humanitarian law.

10. Abandon publicly the demand
for an independent Tamil state
(Eelam) and announce willingness
to negotiate within the framework
of a united Sri Lanka.

To the International Community, in
particular Japan, Norway, the EU,
the U.S., India, Australia, South
Korea and Other Asian States, as
well as the United Nations:

11. Recognise that the 2002 peace
process having now run its course:
(a) the Co-Chairs of the Tokyo
Donors Conference (Norway, Japan,
the U.S. and the EU) no longer
have, as such, a clear peacemaking
role; and

(b) there needs to be deepened
cooperation between India, the EU
and the U.S., with the goal of
eventually developing a more
politically powerful contact group.
12. Strengthen efforts to convince
the government to accept a fully
staffed UNHCHR office, able to
monitor and report on rights viola-
tions throughout the country.

13. Continue support for constitu-
tional power-sharing reform to
address legitimate minority griev-
ances, monitor Thirteenth Amend-
ment implementation and urge the
APRC to submit its proposals by
mid-April 2008.

14. Strengthen efforts to close
down the LTTE’s global financing
and supply networks.

15. Cooperate with UK authorities
in gathering evidence for possible
prosecution of former TMVP leader
Karuna on war crimes and human
rights violations charges.

16. Speak out more regularly in
defence of UN agencies and inter-
national humanitarian organisations
and for the safety of all humanitar-
ian workers, Sri Lankan and for-
eign.

To Donor Governments and Inter-
national Financial Institutions:

17. Promote respect for the Guid-
ing Principles for Humanitarian and
Development Assistance agreed by
donors and the Sri Lankan govern-
ment in 2007 by forming a donor
task force to investigate political
and conflict dynamics in the Eastern
Province and report publicly on the
best way to ensure equity, inclusive-
ness and transparency.

To the United Nations Security
Council Working Group on Chil-
dren and Armed Conflict:

18. Recommend that the Security
Council impose targeted sanctions
on both the Tigers and the TMVP
for continued recruitment and use of
child soldiers.

Colombo/Brussels, 20 February
2008
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he relief in Pakistan is palpable. The

elections are over. They were not
rigged. And the results have been ‘normal’
enough to raise the hope that the country is
feeling its way back to democracy—at last.
But is Pakistan’s long night coming to an
end, or will the elections replace one set of
problems with another?

In the euphoria generated by the elec-
tions, most Pakistani commentators believe
they have woken up to a new dawn. They
believe the election results were, above all,
a rejection of President Pervez Musharraf
and all that he had come to stand for.
Almost all of his ministers were defeated.
The Pakistan Muslim League (Qaid-e-
Azam), which had broken away from the
parent party and joined Musharraf before
the 2002 elections, was crushed. So was
the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal, the other
component of Musharraf’s tame parlia-
ment.Musharraf has now declared that he
would be happy to work with an elected
government and play godfather to its
formation. But, judging from newspaper
comments, very few people in Pakistan
think he has any further role left to play.
While the PPP has said it can live with
him, Nawaz Sharif, whose party virtually
swept Punjab, has too deep—and justi-
fied—a grudge to settle for anything less

than his exit. Thus, unless the PPP can
somehow cobble together a majority
without the PML(N), Musharraf will have
to go. All that remains therefore is to
engineer an honourable exit for Musharraf,
and have the new Parliament elect his
replacement. In India, we too feel it every
time a general election brings a new
government to power. But just as our
problems get prolonged, Pakistan’s too
aren’t likely to end soon. In fact, some of
them may only be sprouting up.

The first issue is ‘“who will form the new
government’. In theory, the PPP, with 87
seats, can cobble together a majority if it
teams up with the Muttahida Qaumi
Movement and manages to bring all but a
very few of the independents and ‘others’
into the government. But such a coalition
would be extremely fragile because it
would give too many people and entities
the power to blackmail it. This would
hardly provide the kind of government that
Pakistan needs to meet the challenge posed
by the jehadis and retain the loyalty of the
army as it fights them.

The only coalition that can give Pakistan
a stable government with the capacity to
face these challenges is one between the
PPP and the PML(N). Benazir Bhutto’s

Pakistan wakes
to a new dawn

death has dissipated some of the personal
animosity that would have made such an
alliance difficult. But it won’t still be easy
for them to resolve the issues of leadership
and division of portfoliosThe second
problem could be the stability of the PPP
itself. Asif Ali Zardari is not the most
popular of men in Pakistan. In fact, it is
difficult to think of someone who is more
disliked and distrusted. Benazir’s son is
too young to figure as an alternative. So,
why should PPP leaders who kept the party
going through its eight years in the
wilderness hand the mantle over tamely to
either of them? Parallels with the Nehru-
Gandhi family are misleading: none of
Pandit Nehru’s descendants earned the
sobriquet of ‘Mr Ten per cent’.

Third, if Musharraf is forced out and a
new president is elected, how will the
resulting, wholly civilian, establishment
secure the obedience, not to mention
loyalty, of the army? The army has ruled
the country—directly or indirectly—for
most of the past 52 years. Only the
hopelessly naive can expect it to get off the
throne and meekly start accepting orders
from whoever is sitting upon it.

This is not an abstract question about
where power resides in a democratic state.

Pakistan is involved in two wars that
threaten its very existence. The first is its
unwilling involvement in the war against
the Taliban.The second is the increasingly
violent and brutal civil war against its own
pro-Taliban mullahs and their flocks of
jehadis. No matter how democratic the
government in Islamabad is, it will need
the full cooperation of the army to conduct
these wars. But it is an open secret that the
army regards a prolongation of the war
against the Taliban as a supremely danger-
ous threat to itself because of the conflict
of loyalties it is generating within its
Pathan soldiers and officers and the
resulting tensions between them and the
Punjabi component. It is difficult to see
how a civilian government will be able to
order it to act indefinitely against its own
interest.Pakistan’s future viability, no less,
will depend upon both maintaining a stable
political coalition in Islamabad and a
harmonious relationship between the army
and the civil establishment. A civilian
president may be able to do the former
better, but only Musharraf can do the latter.
Champions of democracy and civil rights
in Pakistan would therefore do well to tone
down their anti-Musharraf rhetoric and
realise that far from being redundant, he
may well be their best bet for ensuring
stability in the future.

» Courtesy: OUTLOOK
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Glass of wine passport to health

By Dr Harold Gunatillake FRCS. FACS. FIACS delves deep into the bubblie and find it a great source of health

@ rinking a small quantity
of alcohol daily,
especially

the wines, may be associated
with an increase in life
expectancy in middle-aged men.

In the Copenhagen studies, it was
revealed that the French

lived a long life by enjoying a
glass or two of red wine

daily with their meals. Drinking
water after meals is less

common among the French, and
the theory that one

should drink six glasses of water
daily does not stand

to reason as far as the French are
concerned.

Although the Americans and
French have similar high fat

diets, the French have a much
lower incidence of cardiovascular
disease. Speculation was that this
is due to the protective effects of
wine consumption, since French
drink much more wine than water,
and may be there are other
explanations, too.

A new study by original “French
Paradox” researcher Serge
Renaud has said that there is more
evidence that moderate wine
consumption is associated with a
significant reduction in all cause
mortality, cardiovascular disease
and cancer among men. The
findings (Epidemiology, March,
1998) were based on a large
cohort studies (cohort studies are
epidemiological studies that use
individuals having a statistical
element in common, such as race,
gender, age, etc., as opposed to a
random selection of individuals.
As such, the results cannot always
be projected to the population as a
whole.) of middle aged men in
eastern France.

Dutch researchers, reporting on
March 1, 2007, at The American
Heart Association’s 47th Annual
Conference on Cardiovascular
Disease and Prevention, found
that consuming a glass or two of
wine per day traced for more than
40 years was associated with a
lower rate of cardiovascular death
and of death from all causes, and
a nearly four year increase in
lifespan.

Does any alcohol benefits health?
Mild to moderate consumption of
any form of alcohol daily, will
benefit as an all-rounder, relaxing
the brain, lowering tension, stress,
helping sleep, increasing the good
cholesterol, and moreover an
adjuvant for socialising. The
added advantages of wine are that
it is more protective than beer or
heavy liquor according to the
Annals of Internal Medicine (Vol:
133,pg.411-419). Red wines are
singled out compared to the

whites, because of the
combination of alcohol and
certain materials contained in the
grape skin: polyphenol
compounds, flavonoids, and
nonflavinoids. These appear to act
as antioxidants and also contains
the property of dilating blood
vessels, resulting in lowering the
blood pressure. Proanthocyanide
is a specific antioxidant
present in red wine.

Health

benefits of
red wine
Red wine
relaxes and dilates
the blood vessels like
Omega 3 oils, and helps
improve cardiovascular
condition, make healthy arteries,
and benefits by lowering
percentage of heart attacks among
regular consumers.

A new study from researchers at
the University Hospital of Zurich,
Switzerland, found a mechanism
for how alcohol favourably
affects arterial muscle cells.
According to Wilhelm Vetter,
M.D., and colleagues, alcohol,
when consumed around mealtime,
reduces the proliferation of
smooth muscle cells within the
arteries. Smooth muscle cells
growth is a key element in the
development of atherosclerosis
(hardening of blood vessels),
which commonly leads to heart
attacks and strokes.

Many studies investigated the
benefits of red wine (one drink a
day for women and two drinks a
day for men) and were found to
lower the risk of heart attack for
people in middle age by 30-50
percent. It is also suggested that
alcohol such as red wine may
prevent additional heart attacks if
you have already suffered from
one. Red wine may help prevent
blood clots and reduce the blood
vessel damage caused by fat
deposits.

Professor Roger Corder, from the
William Harvey Research
Institute, at Queen Mary,
University of London, said:
“There is a 19th Century
expression: ‘A man is only as old
as his arteries’, which can be
taken to mean that those with the
healthiest arteries live longer.

Feel for your own radial artery on
the outer border of the wrist and
roll it under your index finger.
Elastic healthy arteries feel
resilient and soft, whilst

unhealthy vessels feel thick and
resistant.

Heart is deprived of its oxygen
reaching through the blood
circulation when the arteries get
thickened and get blocked up with
clots. In 1786, the English Doctor
Herbeden noted that wine relieved
pains of patients suffering from
heart pain (angina)
In 1970, researches were initiated
by Doctor Arthur Klatsky,
cardiologist at the “Kaiser
Permanente”, hospital center in
Oakland (California). He
initiated a study on over 100
000 people.

The first results
were published
in 1974, and
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diseases (notable
myocardial infarct)
was lower for moderate
consumers (1 to3 glasses of
wine a day), than those who
did not drink at all.

Doctor Rimm of the School of
Public Health of Harvard-
Cambridge- Massachusetts
calculated that the risk of heart
disease was reduced from 25 to
45% for people drinking lor 2
glasses of wine a day.

Wine and Cancer

Laboratory mice genetically
inclined to develop cancer from
food containing solid red wine
extracts. A team of researchers did
California this research, from the
University of Davis —.

The result was that it took much
longer than normal for those mice
to develop cancer and their life
expectation increased by 40% in
comparison with that of mice
normally fed.

Researchers attribute this result to
the presence in red wine of
polyphenols, in particular
catechin (present in tea) and to
their anti-oxidising properties, as
mentioned previously.

Resveratrol — anti Cancer agent
A recent article in the New York
Times said that it seems that
resveratrol, present in the skin of
grapes, inhibits the action of
agents favouring cancer.

Researchers have pointed out that
this chemical is converted in the
body to a known anti-cancer
agent that can selectively target
and destroy cancer cells.

Resveratrol is manufactured in
grape wines as a defensive
molecule against fungus in grapes
and other crops, and is found at
higher levels in those which have
not been treated with man made
fungicides. It has a molecular
structure similar to that of
diethylstilbestrol, a synthetic
oestrogen. This prompted Barry
D.Gehn, Larry Jameson, M.D.
and colleagues at North-western
to investigate whether resveratrol
might have pharmacological
properties similar to those of
oestradiol, the major natural
human oestrogen.
As reported in the Dec. 9 issue of
the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, the group’s
laboratory studies showed that
resveratrol is oestrogenic.

Resveratrol against
breast cancer
The researchers
also found
that
resveratrol
could replace
oestradiol in
supporting the
proliferation of certain
breast cancer cells that
require oestrogen for growth.
Taking a glass of red wine daily
may benefit those victims of
breast cancer on long-term
anti-oestrogenic medication.
Statistics also show an increase in
breast cancer in women who
drink alcohol. This is not a
significant finding. However,
women who suffer from breast
cancer and has a history should
consult her family physician
before embarking on a regime of
drinking wine regularly.

The oestrogenic properties of
resveratrol may play a role in the
beneficial cardiovascular effects
of red wine and the so-called
“French paradox,” Gehm said.
Oestrogen is known to provide
some protection against heart
disease, and red wine also appears
to. Their specific effects are
similar, most notably, increasing
high- density lipoprotein (HDL),
the “good cholesterol.” This effect
of red wine may be mediated by
resveratrol.

It appears that resveratrol seems
to reduce the incidence of strokes
and decrease the negative effects
a stroke may produce in the brain.
Some evidence even suggests that
red wine may have a protective
effect on the gall bladder.

Resveratrol for longevity
Researchers have known for years
that cutting calories can prolong
life in everything from yeast cells
to mammals. One of the
molecules in resveratrol, was
shown in a study to extend the life
span of yeast cells by up to 80
percent. This finding will help
researchers to develop a drug that
lengthen life and prevent or treat
aging-related diseases.
Resveratrol is available in powder
form in the U.S. Experiments on
worms and flies given small doses
of resveratrol were yielding
“encouraging” results. Similar
trials are being planned on mice.

Women Wine Drinkers have
fewer Kidney Stones

A new study from Harvard
University researcher Gary
Curhan and colleagues, using
more than 81,000 women
participants drawn from the
Nurses’ Health Study, found that
there was a reduction in risk up to
59% among the wine drinkers,
compared to other beverages,
including coffee, tea, fruit juices
and milk. Curhan and colleagues
reported similar results for men
and kidney stones in 1996. Wine
consumption was associated with
highest risk reduction- 39%.

Moderate drinking cut women’s
risk of Diabetes

New research suggests that
drinking moderate amounts of
alcohol may help prevent healthy
postmenopausal women from
developing diabetes, as heart
disease. According to the report
from Reuters Health, New York,
women who consumed one or two
drinks a day were better able to
respond to insulin, a hormone that
helps cells use sugar for energy.

Should I start drinking more red
wine now?

The answer is No. Studies have
shown that alcohol drinking may
increase triglycerides (fat is
transported through blood vessels
and stored in the body as
triglycerides). These fats prevent
the protective action of good
cholesterol removing the bad
cholesterol from the blood stream.
Alcohol also adds unnecessary
calories creating weight problems
and further damaging the liver. So
remember that prolonged
excessive alcohol consumption is
detrimental to one’s health.

Only the rich can enjoy a glass of
red wine in Sri Lanka, and live
longer, whilst the poor are
deprived due to the exorbitant
prices.

We could enjoy true democratic
socialistic freedom, when every
Sri Lankan, rich or poor, can
afford a daily glass of red wine.



Austral Asian Voice MARCH 2008

THEATRE

he calls herself twice-born.

Her perception of every
change as a challenge transformed
her from an England-returned,
anglicised, convent-educated miss
in Amritsar to a theatre director
crafting a new folk plus urban
stylistics in mother tongue
Punjabi. “To get into theatre was
in itself a somersault for me.
Doing Punjabi theatre was to do
cartwheels.”

Establishing serious theatre in the
language of “truck drivers,
clowns and dhabawalas” to
winning national and international
acclaim took over two decades.
When she founded her Company
Theatre in Chandigarh (1984),
Punjabi was still disdained by the
elitist class of Sikhs and the
Hindus had opted for Hindi.
Neelam Mansingh Chowdhry
used her circular journey from her
home town to the big metros and
back again to become one of the
finest theatre directors in
contemporary India. Memorable
productions include “Kitchen
Katha”, “An Unposted Love
Letter” and “Nagamandala”. Just
when critics noted repetition and
creative exhaustion, Neelam came
up with an eerily haunting “The
Suit”(2007).

Nothing in her background guided
her career choice. Her reformist
forefathers conducted the first
widow remarriage in Punjab. Her
progressive, science-inclined
family was headed by a liberal
doctor-father. Hopeless at physics
and maths (“I still can’t figure out
how a plus b equals c!”) young
Neelam read, painted and dreamt
of becoming a nun. Finding
herself at sea in the premedical
course, she opted for history and
psychology. A pulse quickened
when she studied art history.

Neelam’s hand went up in class
when thespian Balwant Gargi
asked if anyone wanted to act in a
Genet play. “I opened the script
and got a new life,” she says.
Around that time the legendary
theatre director Ebrahim Alkazi
brought “Othello” and “Jasma
Odan” from the National School
of Drama (NSD) to Amritsar. As a
backstage volunteer, the small-
town girl saw for the first time
backslapping informality between
the sexes. In her milieu, girls
ended up as homemakers and
mothers. Words like individual
satisfaction and self identity were
unknown. An unusual, even
frightening, step for a girl from an
artistically decontextualised
background took Neelam to NSD.

The course was complex,
traumatising. Ignorance of Hindi
meant being stuck with peripheral
roles. She began to learn by
observation, if not by
participation. Frail Alkazi seemed
a Colossus. “I wanted to enter his
mind. He was a master of crowd
scenes, compositions, design,

structure”. “Razia
Sultan”, “Look
Back in
Anger”,
“Tughlaq” were
all heady stuff.

Just when critics
noted repetition and
creative exhaustion,
Neelam came up with
an eerily haunting
“The Suit” (2007). A
scene from the play.

At NSD, she understood

that theatre was not just
performance, but paring and
examining layers of traditions,
innovations, politics, socio-
economic structures, histories,
cultures, rituals, as well as
individual genius, and radical
departures from them all. If
Shivarama Karanth came to
demonstrate and teach
Yakshagana techniques, it also

One
of Neelam’s
memorable productions
is “Nagamandala”.

Karanth “taught me fantastic
intangible things — like
confidence, hard work, putting
companies together, dealing with
diverse people, the significance of
colourful moorings, the
enchantment of improvising. He
taught me that in theatre you must
speak as if you are singing, and
sing as if you are speaking.”

Neelam Mansingh crafts a
new folk plus urban
stylistics in mother tongue

Punjabi.

meant learning about North
Kanara political history.
Performance emerged out of these
diverse currents and subcultures.
A Kabuki course at NSD also
meant exposure to a range of
subjects from the Japanese tea
ceremony to Akira Kurosawa’s
films.

The urge to get away from her
small-town home influenced
Neelam to marry a man from
Bombay (Mumbai). The arranged
marriage worked well — little
conflict, mutual respect, and
acceptance of each other’s
differences. The city delivered all
its promise. NSD seniors
Naseeruddin Shah and Om Puri
joined Neelam to form Majma. In
five years of life, the theatre
group inaugurated Prithvi
Theatre, did major plays like
“Uddhwasth Dharmshala” and
Strindberg’s “Miss Julie” with
Neelam and Om Puri in the lead.
In-house acting, production and
direction spelt a creative high.

Bhopal, in its high tide of multi-
pronged creative experiments,
proved headier than Bombay.
Neelam learnt how the arts were
allied, interlinked. “I’d make soup
for Peter Brooks, Ravi Shankar
played in my house, Mallikarjun
Mansur sang on the terrace,
Swaminathan dropped in for a
chat... Everyone discussed every
issue on earth, loudly, freely.”

The Bharat Bhavan dream was
soon to turn into a dystopian
disaster, and Neelam was
shattered at having to leave the
centre and follow her husband,
now transferred to Chandigarh, a
town she hated. Karanth advised
her: “Work with local actors, local
energies, hamein bhoolke kaam
karna, forget this way of doing
things and find your way.”

Despite hostility to her efforts,
Neelam cobbled together a group
and started working, desultorily at
first. Then she discovered that
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working in a city without history,
ritual and reference points meant
that she could forge her own
history, create any theatre she
wanted. The fact that people had
teased her in Bhopal, “You’re
going to Punjab! You’ll come
touring with a Bhangra
group!” spurred her on to
prove that Punjab had
more than Bhangra,
virile as it was.

She found the
visceral, masculine
Ghatka, the martial
arts of the big-
turbaned, yellow-
blue robed
A Nihangs,
descendants of
the leading
group in the
procession of
Guru Gobind
Singh’s army. Her first
play in Chandigarh, based on
Kurosawa’s Rashomon, had
actors training in this genre. “I
faced police inquiry because they
thought I was training terrorists.”
She continued working in a city
of conflicts. Evening curfews
meant passing through metal
detectors and locked colony gates
for afternoon rehearsals.

Without realising it Neelam
plunged into a process of
exploration that was going to be a
political act: of assertion,
resistance, recovering lost
communitarian values. “I
repeated the Bhopal
experiment with the rich,
living but marginalised
traditions of Punjab. I was
entering my own mythic
world, the cultural, emotional
memories of the State. |
unlocked what was dormant in
my unconscious. Hadn’t
grown up hearing Kabir and
Farid in gurdwaras? There’s
no caste, gender or creed
barrier in the Guru Granth Sahib.”

In “THE SUIT” Neelam uses all
her favourite images - water,
fire and smoke from the stove,
bathing, food in a tiffin box, and
lipstick. But they are fitted into
a master plan of menacing
control.

Using Dadhis, or Sufi balladeers,
in producing the Sufi love story
“Heer Ranjha”, was to write
down the oral text preserved by
these Muslim minstrels. She
stirred up a hornets’ nest with her
choice of lines where Heer openly
flouts the authority of her father
and forefathers. This was no
modern feminist intervention, but
from author Waris Shah’s own
text, long muffled in popular
memory in order to uphold the
patriarchal stereotype of feminine
meekness. The public furore rose
from fear. Neelam learnt the
power of the theatre to restore lost

voices.

The 1984 riots intensified the
histories of vendetta and
alienation. Neelam’s choice of
Punjabi for her theatre — she had
to learn the language in the
process — became a radical
political statement against
divisive forces. Working with
rejected “low brow” folk forms,
she created an audience of Sikhs
and Hindus sitting together. “If
somewhere, somehow they
recognised their shared histories
and language, I feel it’s a
contribution.” Today every new
play of Neelam’s Company
Theatre has as many people
waiting outside to get in as those
inside the theatre. However,
higher aesthetic standards and
widening audiences in no way
mean financial security for her
theatre.

What makes Neelam’s theatre
stand out? Energy? Earthy
strength? A no-nonsense attitude
towards life? A feeling for fellow
humans, for the beauty and
fragility of life? There are other
directors who share these
attributes. Her feeling for
literature is obvious, even in the
plays which are not based on
literary texts. She avoids wordy
texts, but brings to her work the
echoic quality of fine literature.

At her best, she evokes subtleties,
giving glimpses of what is below
the surface, framing feelings
infelt, indwelling. There are
emotions here that both her
characters and audiences are wary
of touching, seizing, even
examining. She does not
manipulate responses, but leaves
it to viewers to decide just how
deep they wish to go into
themselves in response.

Ask Neelam if it is worth doing
theatre in India and she will sigh:
“Sometimes I ask myself this
question. Twenty-two years of
work and a core group of 20
strong loyal artists and I still don’t
make a living out of theatre. No
website, office, administrator,
manager. It remains a one-woman
show. Living in Chandigarh, I'm
outside the loop of visibility,
funding, publicity.”

COURTESY: THE FRONTLINE
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Political Opionion

De-merger enables centre
to devolve more power

BY RAJIVA WIJESINHA

The All Party Representative Committee
(APRC) recently presented interim
proposals to provide a solution to the
problems in the North and East of the
country. The government has accepted
these proposals, which were signed by
thirteen political parties, making clear that
a majority of the democratically elected
representatives of the people of this
country agree with these proposals. The
special characteristic of these proposals is
the ability to implement them without
looking for any amendment of the constitu-
tion.

Clearly a political solution is essential for
the prevailing national problem, which
began with political questions. A solution
should be achieved not through the
division of the country but through the
devolution of power. By devolution is
meant a system that will empower the
public to make decisions about matters that
affect it closely. But, in facilitating this, we
need to pay attention to a prevalent fear,
that devolution could lead to a division of
the country. The 13th amendment, which
was passed twenty years ago, will not
rouse such a fear, but earlier it was difficult
to assert how effective it was since the
LTTE had been against it from the start.
However the need to give the LTTE a
decisive voice passed with the abrogation
of the Ceasefire Agreement that was signed
with the LTTE, so now we now have an
opportunity to implement the 13th amend-
ment. In that sense the country obtained
much greater freedom with regard to
moving towards a solution with the
abrogation of this Agreement.

In 1987 the 13th amendment to the
constitution was passed in accordance with
the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement. It was
accepted by all minority parties, including
initially the LTTE, though they soon
rejected it and fell out with India. Because
at that stage the Sri Lankan government got
close to the LTTE, even though subse-
quently the LTTE returned to war against
the Sri Lankan government too, the view
point was created that a problem which in
reality involves a multitude of stakeholders
was essentially between the government
and the LTTE. So, for a solution to work, it
was thought that it had to be acceptable to
both the government and the LTTE. This
approach was reinforced by the 2002
Ceasefire Agreement, which in effect
sidelined the other Tamil political parties,
for whom there was no place in the peace
process.

A close look at the 13th amendment shows
the opportunities for the general public to
fulfil their needs through the decentraliza-
tion of power. The powers available in this
regard can extend to most things, though of
course there will be particular things under
the central government, as is the common
situation in any country whatever its
system of government. Thus security
issues, involving not only defence but also
for instance foreign policy, or financial
security through monetary policy, or legal
security, will not be centralized.

The 13th amendment however had not two
sets of powers, but three. Two of these,
obviously, were the authority of the central

government and the authority of the
provinces. The different provinces should
have been able to use these latter powers,
but in some cases some confusion was
introduced. For instance, with regard to
education, that is supposed to be a matter
for the provinces. But there is an exception
in the form of National Schools. This
should have been a minor exception,
because at the time the 13th Amendment
was introduced there were few National
Schools. But because there were no clear
guidelines on what exactly a National
School was, several central government
Education Ministers in turn created
National Schools, in their own electoral
areas for instance, so that they could
interfere with regard to appointments and
admissions and so on. So if the government
agrees to fully implement the 13th amend-
ment, it should make sure that this sort of
mechanism, to increase central interference
in what are recognized as areas of provin-
cial authority, is stopped.

Another area where some clarification
would help the full implementation of the
13th amendment is that of the concurrent
list, subjects where authority belongs both
to the central government and to the
province. In theory both can exercise
powers but, since the central government
will be superior to the province, most
provinces have done nothing in these areas,
for fear that they would be countermanded.
So here too the government can make
clear, by regulation, that in most if not all
these areas, it will leave decisions and
necessary regulations to the provinces.

It will be easier for the central government
to give up power with regard to most areas,
because one important reason to fear
devolution is no longer relevant. We should
remember that a huge problem was created
when the 13th amendment was introduced
because of the merger of the Northern and
the Eastern Provinces. This was done in a
very underhand manner. Though the
official position was that the President
could proclaim such a merger when arms
had been surrendered, that was changed,
simply through a Gazette notification, to
the power to do that when he was satisfied
that the process of laying down arms had
begun. As you know, J R Jayewardene
could proclaim himself satisfied with
anything, so he went ahead with the merger
even though violence was increasing.

In addition, the merger was supposed to be
subject to a referendum, to be held within a
year, but that referendum was postponed
for nearly twenty years. Because of all this
maneuvering, the positive benefits to
people of devolution were forgotten, and
the impression developed that the 13th
amendment was all about encouraging the
idea of a distinct homeland within Sri
Lanka, in two provinces that were given
special treatment.

Last year however these two provinces
were separated following a court case, and
this means that there is much less fear
about what devolution means. That also,
like the abrogation of the Ceasefire
Agreement, has meant that we could look
with fresh eyes at the Provincial Council
system, which had otherwise been allowed
to degenerate.

At the same time, the APRC has indicated

that it will go on with its work, and will
discuss whether there is need of further
additions to the system. As mentioned
earlier, much of this could be done through
regulations, or sometimes through legisla-
tion that requires a simple majority. In
some cases all it will involve is a determi-
nation by the Minister not to get involved
in areas where Provincial Councils might
have better understanding of the realities of
the situation. Similarly, where safeguards
might be required, as for instance with
police powers, which by and large belong
to Provinces under the 13th amendment,
there are already some restrictions in that
amendment, which could easily be clarified
so as to ensure that the type of suspicion
that prevailed when the system was first
introduced in the eighties will not arise.
And that is how the APRC can go further if
it needs to. Some of the ideas that have
already emerged in discussion, and which
are in the process of being finalized, may
need a two thirds majority of parliament if
they are to be implemented. Obtaining that
will be difficult for the government, given
the general intransigence of oppositions in
Sri Lanka. We know that twice the opposi-
tion under its present leadership, having
indicated that it was willing to support
further measures of devolution, opposed
them, in one case even burning the draft
proposals in parliament on the grounds that
they gave too much power to minorities.
That is why it is necessary to build up
confidence, and show that there need not
be problems if power is devolved. If
Provincial Councils, or even Province
based administrations, especially in the
East and the North, function productively,
acting on behalf of people through close
knowledge without in any way affecting
security considerations, the country at large
will understand that there will be no
massive problems because of devolution of
power. It will then be easier, with regard to
areas in which further powers are desirable,
to seek the two thirds majority required in
parliament for change. But, similarly,
effective devolution on the basis of current
powers may make it clear to many that not
much more is needed.

Obviously not everyone is satisfied with
the present proposal. However, given that
criticisms have been equally harsh from
those who think the proposal gives too
much away, and those who think it gives
too little, it would seem that this moderate
approach will be the least contentious and
the most productive at this stage. The
government after all is not here to satisfy
or dissatisfy one side or the other, it needs
to provide a practical solution for the
betterment of the whole country.

Another criticism was that the proposals
are not those of the APRC, but rather those
of the President. As mentioned, since all
but one of the APRC parties signed the
proposals, this criticism does not make
sense. Certainly the President did, quite
openly, request them to expedite proposals
that could be promptly implemented, but it
was left open to them also to present more
comprehensive proposals at the same time.
The APRC membership decided however
that the more comprehensive proposals
would take longer, and so they worked
strenuously over two weeks to produce a

consensus document for immediate action
in the interim.

It is then argued that the APRC need not
have taken 1.5 years to present such
proposals. However, since previously the
assumption was that they had to prepare
proposals to be later discussed with the
LTTE, they could not think of the 13th
Amendment as a starting point. With the
sustained refusal of the LTTE to negotiate,
and the spate of terror that finally prompted
abrogation of the CFA, the APRC could
think beyond the box in which they had
been confined. Thus liberated, they can
also go on to other measures as indicated
above.

Yet another criticism is that these are not
the proposals of all parties, and that the
parties involved in discussions are support-
ers of the government. It is true that many
of them are, but this takes no account of
the fact that they have widely divergent
views on the ethnic question, and it is
therefore an achievement that they have
reached consensus on so many issues
concerning which there were many
differences in the past. Of course it is true
that the two largest parties in the opposi-
tion, the UNP and the JVP, no longer
participate, but they were involved initially
and have been asked for their views.
Certainly you cannot change the name of
the group simply because some of the
parties have walked out. And given the
very different approaches of the two groups
that did walk out, it is clear that the current
APRC proposals represent a consensus of
the centre - which is doubtless what would
have emerged had those two parties stayed
in and been inclined to try to achieve
consensus.

Of course it is true that the TNA was not
involved, but that was because their
approach was similar to that of the LTTE,
with whom it was assumed any APRC
proposal would need to be discussed. There
was thus no point in engaging in the same
discussion twice. Later, as LTTE intransi-
gence became clear, the TNA were asked
for their views, but they have not cooper-
ated because they are basically in thrall to
the LTTE. Certainly when we have tried to
interest them in discussions on other
aspects of constitutional reform, for
instance reinforcing the power of the
provinces at the centre through a second
chamber, they have reiterated that the
devolution question needed to be settled in
terms of LTTE dogma before anything
further could be discussed.

We cannot, as said above, forget the role of

the LTTE in ensuring that the 13th
Amendment could not be properly
implemented, in particular in
Provinces where minorities are
dominant, for which it was mainly
intended. Though people claim the
13th Amendment has been unsuc-
cessful, as you know the first and
only Provincial Council for the
North and East took office in the
midst of a war, a war fought by the
LTTE against the Indian army
which was acting at the behest of

the Sri Lankan President. Then a
Turn to page 14
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Entertainment

Bricklane: a journey of a soul

A poetic adaptation of Monica
Ali’s award winning book,
BRICK LANE tells the powerful
story of one woman’s journey
from childhood in Bangladesh to
East London — through a
marriage, a family and finally to
herself.

At the tender age of seventeen,
Nazneen’s life is turned upside
down. After an arranged marriage
to an older man, she exchanges her
Bangladeshi village home for a
block of flats in London’s East

End. In this new world, pining for

her home and her sister, she
struggles to make sense of her
existence — and to do her duty to
her husband. A man of inflated
ideas (and stomach), he sorely
tests her compliance.

Told from birth that she must not
fight her fate, Nazneen submits,
devoting her life to raising her
family and slapping down her
demons of discontent. Until the
day that Karim, a hot-headed local
man, bursts into her life.

Against a background of escalating
racial tension, they embark on an

affair that finally forces
Nazneen to take control of her
life. Set in multicultural
Britain, Brick Lane is a truly

contemporary story of love,

cultural difference, and ultimately,
the strength of the human spirit.
Brick Lane will be released 20
March 2008 in Australia.

Tickets up for grab

Win two tickets to Bricklane by
writing a letter to the editor about

Matrimonial

Wanted bridegroom for a sri lankan born

GROCERY SHOP FOR SALE
South eastern suburb

Good business spot

what you think of the 13th Amend-
ment being introduced as a solution
to Sri Lanka’s ethnic issue. Limit
the number of words to 300. You
can mail or email your letter.
Uthayam P.O. Box 3170 Wheelers PO box 3170
Hill Vic 3150 Wheelers Hill
Email: uthayam@optusnet.com.au Vic 3150

girl who is in mid 20’s holding secure job
in health sector. For further details please
contact

Walking distance to Railway station/Bus stop

uthayam. Good takings

Ref 1MO8 More than 12 years old

Welcome only genuine buyer Low rent Long lease

Call 0401 151 762.

___—"

Darsni ravels

The deluxe package includes:

A/C room in Cochin with breakfast

Melbourne to Goa/Bangalore »»»» Bangalor/Goa to Kerala by air »»»»» Kerala to Chennai by air
Chennai to Velangani by Luxury A/C air bus via Trichy...(Malaykotae Temple) »»» Tanjure »»Velangani
Velangani to Chennai by luxury air bus via »»» Sithamparam »»» Thirunallar »»» Pondichiri
Pondichiri »»»» Chennai »»»» Melbourne
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Australian Tour April 4-16
Melbourne ~ Brisbane ~ Gold Coast ~ Sydney

Melbourne

Free Public Program
April 4,5 &8

Friday 4 &

Saturday 5 ~

10am & 7.30pm
Tuesday April 8 ~

Devi Bhava* 7pm

* World Peace Program
Sandown Racecourse,
Multi Purpose Room
Princes Hwy, Springvale

Retreat

April 6-8

(by pre-registration only)
Enquiries (03) 9782 9927
melbourne@ammaaustralia.org.au

Brisbane

Free Public Program

April 10

Thursday 10 ~

10am & 7.30pm

RNA Exhibition Grounds
Walter Burnett Building
Gregory Tce, Fortitude Valley
Food and beverages
available from 90 minutes
before each program.
Enquiries (07) 3715 8278
brisbhane@ammaaustralia.org.au

Gold Coast

Free Public Program
April 13

Sunday 13 ~

Devi Bhava* 7pm

* World Peace Program
Tallebudgera Outdoor
Recreation Centre,

Gold Coast Hwy, Palm Beach

Retreat

April 11-13
(by pre-registration only)

Enquiries (07) 5525 1793
goldcoast®ammaaustralia.org.au

Y ou are invited to attend FREE public programs that

consist of inspirational talks, music and meditation,

with the unique opportunity to meet Amma personally and

receive her individual blessing.

Numbered tokens for blessings will begin to be handed
out one hour before each program starts.

FOR MORE INFORMATION & TO REGISTER FOR RETREATS ONLINE:

www.ammaaustralia.org.au

“The sense of being welcomed and loved, despite
being a complete stranger, was amazing”
~ BBC News

E»@AW [eace

Sydney
Free Public Program

April 15 & 16

Tuesday 15 ~

10am & 7.30pm
Wednesday 16 ~

10am & Devi Bhava* 7pm
* World Peace Program
Sydney Boys High School
Gate 2, Cleveland St,
Surry Hills, Sydney
Enquiries (02) 9590 7935
sydney@ammaaustralia.org.au
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258 High StreetPreston, Vic - 3072
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Australia Tour:
April 4-16, 2008

Amma embracing peace

Born in a poor fishing village in Kerala, South India,
Amma (Mata Amritanandamayi) has risen to become
a beacon of light in the humanitarian world. Recently,
Amma’s charitable organization donated an incredible
AU$43 million in relief for the Asian Tsunami, the
single largest pledge by any non-government
organization. The charitable organisation that Amma
founded, known as the M.A. Math, has been organising
a staggering array of aid and relief efforts for many
years. In India M.A. Math builds houses, schools,
hospitals and hospices for the poor, provides pensions
for the destitute, takes care of orphans, and provides
aid for the victims of earthquakes, floods and other
natural disasters.

In 2002, over 30 years of selfless service to humanity
were recognised by the international community when
Amma was awarded the prestigious Gandhi-King
Award for Non-Violence at the UN Headquarters in
Geneva.

Amma has travelled the world for the past 21 years
providing inspiration and imparting her blessing to
people ofall races, religions and walks of life. Described

by Deepak Chopra as ‘a living Saint’, Amma’s unique
gift is to personally hug everyone who comes to see
her. It is estimated Amma has now hugged over 25
million people worldwide, regularly spending over 18
hours a day and sometimes hugging in excess of 20,000
people in a single session. Through this simple act,
Amma clearly demonstrates her message to the world:
the need for compassion, love, and the acceptance of
all beings in the world as our spiritual brothers and
sisters.

Amma does not charge admission to her public
programs, making them completely free. Numbered
tokens for blessings begin to be handed out about one
hour before each public program starts.

Amma will be touring Australia from April 4™ -16®
2008, giving free public programs in Melbourne,
Brisbane, Gold Coast, and Sydney.

For more information visit www.ammaaustralia.
org.au

Demerger enables . ...

new President took the side of the
LTTE, and was opposed to the
North-East Provincial Council
administration, which the LTTE
thought was supporting the Indians.
The suspicions grew so intense that
the Chief Minister tried to declare
independence and the President
dissolved the Council. The LTTE
was delighted, but then, with the
Indian army gone and its opponents,
the former Tamil militants who had
taken up a democratic approach, in
total disarray, it turned its violence
on the government.

Obviously then, it makes sense,
particularly now that the Eastern
Province is largely free of the
LTTE, to try out the Provincial
Council system again. The govern-
ment is in any case determined to
restore democracy there, and the
local elections that are scheduled
for next month are the first step in
this direction. With more involve-
ment in democracy for former
militants, just as happened in 1987,
we can hope that the bulk of the
Tamil people will realize that
choosing their representatives freely
is their best hope.

Assuming we can then move on to
Provincial Council elections, the
people will realize that the powers
already available can be very
productive if properly used. We
know that many Chief Ministers
were unable or unwilling to use
their powers even in the rest of the
country, but we cannot forget the
example for instance of Mr Jayaw-
ickrema Perera in the North-west
Province, who created in a sense the

brand name Wayamba during his
period as Chief Minister. The
Province developed rapidly because
he was willing to use the powers
available, Kurunegala began to
become a metropolis, and he
showed that much can be done
under current legislation. If an
administration with his sort of
vision and energy comes to the
East, if despite current difficulties a
similar administration under a
Governor, but involving people of
the area, comes to the North, the
people of those areas will realize
that most of what they want, in
terms of autonomy, decision making
powers, developmental initiatives,
are already available.

There are objections to the sugges-
tion to have an interim Council for
the North, on the grounds that this
was denied to the LTTE. But re-
member that what is proposed is
under the Constitution, ie the
Governor will continue to exercise
powers, and this will be an Advi-
sory Council. Since it will consist
of a range of people from the area it
will be able to advise in the interests
of the Province - whereas what the
LTTE wanted was full powers for
itself, with control also of all
Pradeshiya Sabhas, whatever their
ethnic composition. That would
have been a basis for totalitarian-
ism, especially with a merged
North-East, whereas what is pro-
posed here is a more pluralistic
dispensation, with power sharing
within the Province, the Governor
being the final authority until it is
possible to hold elections.

It should be noted that, while the
TNA will we hope assist in this
process, it cannot have full power as
sometimes claimed on the grounds
that they - and/or the LTTE - are the
sole representatives of the Tamil
people. Though they claim they
won a plurality of Tamil support at
the last election, it must be remem-
bered that all observers ruled that
the election was fraudulent. In fact
the European Union cites the report
of their own observers in saying
that elections in the East now would
not be appropriate, forgetting that it
was the LTTE that oversaw the
situation during the 2004 election,
and it is those elected on that
occasion who are now most against
allowing the people to exercise their
franchise in a more genuine manner.
So we see now that, despite allega-
tions and dire predictions, the
elections in the East are being
conducted relatively peacefully - in
fact the only deaths recorded thus
far are of TMVP candidates, ie of
those the LTTE wants to prevent
making clear their democratic
aspirations.

Meanwhile the government will
continue with other confidence
building issues, including concerted
recruitment of Tamils into the
police. Though there is much talk
about the majoritarian tendencies of
this government, it is the first in
years to actually take practical
action and ensure such recruitment.
Fortunately, with the LTTE threat
reduced, Tamil youngsters are
willing to apply, no longer fright-
ened that they would be treated as

traitors if they join the national
security forces. In addition, efforts
to increase knowledge of the Tamil
language amongst security person-
nel have been redoubled. Sadly,
many donors who claim to want
peace continue to give heaps of
money to organizations in Colombo
which talk about peace, instead of
helping with language training and
other essentials.

I think all this makes it clear that,
while continuing the struggle
against terrorism, the government is
committed to a political solution to
our problems. It is absurd that,
when the CFA was abrogated,
critics said this proved the govern-
ment was not interested in a politi-
cal solution. Then, when the gov-
ernment began to work on a
political solution through the APRC
proposals, those same critics said
this proves the government wants to
impose its own wishes. They do not
see the contradiction in their sug-
gesting that this is a political solu-
tion the government wants, however
different it is from the sort of
political solution they might want,
and their equally loud claim that the
government is not interested in a
political solution.

But it is clear that such critics will
say anything. What is important is
that the government should not be
deterred from taking action in all
relevant areas as described above,
so that we can move towards a
sustained peace.

Adapted from an interview that
appeared in the Lankadeepa on
February 12th 2008
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Splacth of creativity
from Tndian stneet bids

Madhur Tankha

They may have created
appealing visuals with their
favourite colours on paper,
but when they were asked
by the famous hotel chain
Nirula’s to give a new look
to its Defence Colony
restaurant here, the joy of
the children of the Salaam
Baalak Trust knew no
bounds.

Basing their mural on the
subject “Rights of the
Child”, the children ranging

in age from five years to 15
gave an insight into their
thought process through
their paintings on the wall
of the restaurant.

For getting a chance to
colour the wall and
sensitise people about their
rights, the children must
thank film-maker Mira Nair,
who after winning acclaim
at home and overseas for
her film “Salaam Bombay”
-- based on the lives of
street and working children
-- formed the non-

government organisation.

The Salaam Baalak Trust
established in 1988 caters
to the needs of over 5,000
street children every year,
besides providing a support
network for their medical
and educational backing.

For Nirula’s this is not its
first such sponsored event.
Four years ago, the
company had given little
ones from the Salaam
Baalak Trust a chance to
paint the wall of its

Sri Lanka celebrated its 60th Independence Day on the 4th of February
2008. Many dignitaries were present to mark the occassion. In the picture
are Governor of Victoria, Professor David de Kretser, A.C., Sri Lankan
High Commissioner in Australian, K Balapatabendi, and Victorian premier

John Brumby.

Pic: Johan Jayasinha SNNI

Glowing tribute to Kapruka

The CEO and General Manager
of the People’s Bank Sri Lanka,
Mr. Asoka de Silva and Senior
Deputy General Manager, Mr.
Vasantha Kumar  visited
Melbourne recently to award
the winners of the Most
Remittances competition held
by Kapruka Pty Ltd. The awards
ceremony was held on 13"
January 2008.

Addressing the gathering, Mr.
de Silva stated that People’s
Bank was established in 1961 to

serve the ordinary people of Sri

Lanka. This is what they have achieved over the years
with the largest network of over 600 branches
throughout the island including “uncleared areas”.

Mr. Vasantha Kumar, in his address mentioned that
overseas remittances is the second larges income
earner for Sri Lanka and it is taken very seriously, It
is calculated that more than 70% of inward remittances
from a country like Italy comes via unofficial channels
thus denying the country of a sizeable income. Monies
remitted via such unofficial channels are used to
finance terrorism and for money laundering purposes.
“Kapruka is doing a very good job for us” said Mr.

Mr. Asoka de Silva, presented two return air tickets to
Colombo to the winner, Mr. Lakshman Gunesekera
of the Kapruka Remittances Competition.

Managing Director, Kapruka Pty Ltd, Mr, Kosala
Jayasinghe, thanked the People’s Bank and their staff
at the Overseas Customer Unit for their efficient
service and the loyal Kapruka customers, assistants
and well wishers for their support over the past eight
years.

RED CROSS AUSTRALIA
BRINGS PEACE AND

Quintus de Zﬂva

RED CROSS AUSTRALIA has supported the Aus-
tralia Sri Lanka Medical Aid Team in our work at
several clinics and hospitals throughout Sri Lanka.

The pictures show a child in the paediatric ward of the
Karapitiya Teaching Hospital Galle - asleep with an
Australian Red Cross soft toy beside her. And the look
of encouragement on the face of a mother and child at
the Foundation of Goodness Seenigama where AuSL-
MAT saw more than two hundred patients on Sunday
6th January.

We are grateful to Red Cross Australia for the bags of
soft toys that are delivered to Moorabbin prior to each
of our trips to Sri Lanka.

AuSLMAT will make it’s 15th post-tsunami trip to SL
later in the year and will be pleased to carry toys,
books and clothing to these children in the hope that
some peace and tranquility will come in to their lives.
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Killer gets

A MAN who killed his secret wife after an
argument that began on the evening of her 19th
birthday has been sentenced to 10 years’ jail.
Amitesh Bali Jagroop, 25, will serve a minimum
term of seven years’ prison for pushing his wife
Nileshni Singh who fell and hit her head on the
pavement near their Lynbrook home.

Jagroop then dragged his wife’s body to a nearby
creek where she was found face down in the water
on June 10, 2006.

She died from upper airway obstruction and a
head injury.

The court heard Jagroop and Singh had married in
Fiji a year before her death, then travelled to
Australia where Singh was portrayed as “simply a
girlfriend”” when she moved in with her husband’s
friend.

In March 2006 problems emerged between the
couple and Singh applied to Dandenong

Community awards
Victor Melde

I 1

10 years

Magistrates’ Court for an intervention order
against her husband after he applied physical force
to her.

Shortly afterwards the pair reconciled and Singh
moved into Jagroop’s parents’ home where she
was introduced as a friend in need of a place to
stay.

On the evening of her 19th birthday Jagroop
collected his wife from work and the pair went
home.

They began to fight over a mobile phone and
Singh picked up her handbag and said she was
leaving, prompting her husband to go after her.
Justice Teague said Singh’s mother, father and two
sisters had suffered greatly from her death.

He said Jagroop, who pleaded guilty to
manslaughter, had shown some remorse and an
acceptance of responsibility for the death of his
wife.

p e
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Indian Origin Tamils
of Sri Lanka (Aust) Inc.

Association of Indian Origin Tamils of Sri Lanka (Aust)
Inc. has been formed in Victoria to represent the
people of Indian origin Tamils of Sri Lanka living
permanently in Victoria, Australia. The Association
will bring the community of Indian origin Tamils of Sri
Lanka living in Victoria together and keep the younger
generation in touch with their culture and traditions. .

For information regarding membership, etc. please
contact the following:

Secretary: Mr Pushparaj, Phone: 0410 679 979
President: Mr Selvaraj, Phone: 0420414227, e-mail:
selvaraj@iprimus.com.au

SRI THAKSHANA
ENETERPRISES (STE)

-Whole sales and retail dealers of best quality srilankan, indian food and spices.
- Home entertainments’s video movies tamil, malayalam & hindi.

- Variety of tamil teledramas of your choice.

- VCD, DVD, Audio CD's & audio cassetts for sales.

- Tamil, sinhala, english weekend newspapers & magazines.

-Discount phone cards for India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Bangaladesh and Nepal.

R.SRI RANJAN

Managing director

(BELL TOWER- Shop 11) No 7 Joyce Street
191 Parramatta Road, PENDLE HILL

AUBURN, NSW 2145
NSW 2144 AUSTRALIA.
AUSTRALIA.

Phone: (02) 96485418 Phone: (02) 96881819
Mobile: 0417069550 Mobile: 0417069550

Fax : (02)97481404 Fax : (02)97481404

AUST MIGRATION &
SETTLEMENT SERVICES

WE WILL
ACCEPT
CASES ONLY
IF THERE IS
A REAL
CHANCE OF
SUCCESS

THINKING OF MIGRATION
OR BRINGING YOUR RELATIVES
TO AUSTRALIA?

TALK TO US

SKILLED MIGRATION/ONSHORE STU-
DENTS/SPOUSE/FAMILY SPONSORED/
BUSINESS/STNI/SIR AND MRT CASES

CALL EDWARD OR SUSAN
REGD MIG AGENTS: 0004935 & 0100058

EMBERS OF MIGRATION INSTITUTE OF AUSTRALIA 1046 & 1229

$26 for 1 year subscription for postage
Contact Uthayam at

PO Box 3170, Wheelers Hill,
VIC 3150, Australia

UNDISPUTED
LEADER IN MELBOURNE

eNews Breaker
eCommunity commitment
eFourth year of publication

Sou th Asia |
imes |

Australia‘s first South Asian Monthly
Ph/Fax: (03) 98934947 Mobile: 0421 677 082
Email: editor@southasiatimes.com.au
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SHREE SANATAN DHARAM SOCIETY OF VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA (Inc.)
88 PRINCESS HIGHWAY, DANDENONG

Presents
FAAG SAMMELAN
on Saturday 15th March, 2008
at Doveton Secondary College
64 Box Street, Doveton, from 7pm.

Entry Free (Donations Welcome)

All Faag Mandalis are invited to attend.
Please confirm your attendance to Secretary Mohan Singh on 0403171622 by 10th March.
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The Society will also celebrate
Festival of Holi (Rang Utsav)
on Saturday 22nd March, 2008
at Jane Wilson Community Centre,
1 Halton Road, Noble Park from 11am
(Please bring Abeer and Gulaal Powder)

Holika Dahan (Burning of Holika)
will held on Friday 21st March at Sanatan Centre,
88 Princess Highway, Dandenong after Sunset followed by Chautaal, Jhoomar and Holi geet.

Come along with your family and friends to celebrate the festival of colours with us.

For further information contact
Ganesh Prasad: 0402828772
Mohan Singh : 0403171622
Hemant Sharma: 0404062392

AWHHTMF px 2008 writers festival 2008
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Coordinator, Special Broadcasting
service, Tamil language programme
-1976-1990
Asian development Foundation
“Tamil Update” Researcher 1984-95

Director, Australian Human Rights
Foundation Board 1993-1995

Ceylon Tamil Association (Vic)
Inaugural Committee 1978-80

Tamil School Committee 1981-82

Immigration Committee  1983-88

Australia Wide — Onshore Offshore

1983 -88

Victorian immigration Rights and
Resources Committee 1989 -91
Bharathalaya School Of Indian
Classical Dancing,Founding Group

1987 — 88
Bharatham dance Company, Board of
Directors 1989 — 92

Australian Children’s television
Advisory Sub — Committee 1982-86
National executive, Y W C A,
Australia

-69

National Chairman Public Affairs,
YWCA, Malaysia 1963- 65
University Of seven Seas, Board of
trustees

Run by the Quakers, Whitteker ,
California, ISA 1961 - 64
Founder president, University of
Malaya Wives association 1961 -63
Founder Co-President, Ceylon
Housewives Association 1958-
58

Founder President, National Tamil
Women'’s association to find markets
for rural products in towns and cities
1956- 58

UN Sub — Committee on women,
“Committee Of Correspondence”

1968

1956-68
Hon. Manager, Tamil Methodist

1954-55

Schools, Colombo
Various Ecumenical/ Secular bodies,
eg Chuch Women, Student Christian
Movement, Girl Guides and Red
Cross as Workshop leader,
Secretary, President: In Singapore,

Ceylon and Malaysia  1935-55
2001 Qh1d hswor(h Australian

Centenary of Federation
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EF‘@SJB Ml@ LT
Therersonly one FASTCASKH)
to Sikil Lanlka,

Don’t take our word for it...
Ask Sanath Jayasuriya, one of Cricket’s
greatest All-Rounders.

His loyal fans have always relied on him to
bring glory to Sri Lanka with match winning
performances.

And when Sanath is touring the world,
he always relies on Fastcash to deliver his
money safely to his loved ones.

Collect your money immediately at any Commercial Bank or
have your funds credited swiftly to any bank account of your choice.

Standard WHEREVER YOU ARE IN AUSTRALIA
Chartered YOU DON'T HAVE TO COME TO US !
8 SEYLAN CREDIT OUR ACCOUNT AT ANY ANZ BANK
COMMERCIAL BANK [E=rdir @ Y onnx LimiTes BANG< > | AND GIVE US A RING. WE TRANSFER
PAK oF SErEer T b et YOUR MONEY INSTANTLY.
oo Rronpd Nm (%)
H S B C <X} SampathBaa?wk ﬁ A N Z

A/C NAME- CESA
Ca" [03] 9512 6561 A/ICNO - 499236329

(]
M IChaeI or J ames 7. Willesden Road, Hugesdale 3166, Victoria, Australia. Email: cesa@cecfastcash.com BSB No. - 013268
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