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Love your job

but don’t love your company,
because you may not know
when your company

stops loving you.

Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam
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B SriLankan Politics

Rationale for the Rajapaksa nomination can only be that the

majority community is crying out for them and therefore there is
a major groundswell of support for their return. This has yet to be
manifested and the Sirisena statement appears to have taken
the wind out of their sails somewhat.

minations have: submitted
and most mani issued. The
August 2015 General Election,
arguably, even though the point
has been made many times before,
the campaign of the most
important general election for the
country is well on its way. This
time around, the importance of the
election is underscored by the
unfinished business of the January
2015 General Election. That
MahindaRajapaksa won some 5
million votes in the predominantly
Sinhala Buddhist areas of the south
and that the margin of the Sirisena victory was
not as large as desired, has kept the political
hopes of the Rajapaksa camp alive. Their
argument after the presidential election and
now is that Sirisena won because of minority
votes however defined and that with

demonstrated his current weakness within the
UPFA and its principal constituent party the
SLFP. In his public broadcast on the issue of
nomination to his predecessor, President
Sirisena basically said that he did not want to
do it but had to, therefore he is not playing any

part in the UPFA campaign and more

the burden of a 6 month incumbency
in Government for the anti- Rajapaksa
forces, the chances of a revival are
more than equal.

In this respect, outside of the
predominantly Tamil areas, the
election is a re-run of the presidential
election. Rajapaksa has been allowed
to make himself the issue by Sirisena
by effectively ceding the UPFA
campaign to him and in doing so also

Dr. Paikiasothy
Saravanamuttu

or less also said that votes should be
given to the other side, namely the
UNP. The latter part of the statement
is the most controversial in so far as,
if the granting of nomination to the
Rajapaksa led to cries of betrayal by
those who campaigned against them
in January, the suggestion not to vote
for them has led to the accusation of
betrayal from Rajapaksa and his
supporters. President Sirisena’s




strategy may well be that the Rajapaksa should
be given enough rope to hang themselves or
that the electorate should be given another
chance to categorically reject them, could well
succeed, although it could also end up as a
gamble in which the future of the country is
being held to ransom to a fight for the heart and
soul and control of the SLFP.

The rationale for the Rajapaksa nomination
can only be that the majority community is
crying out for them and therefore there is a
major groundswell of support for their return.
This has yet to be manifested and the Sirisena
statement appears to have taken the wind out
of their sails somewhat. The available evidence
points to the UNP emerging as the single largest
party and to a government therefore with UNP
and pro- Sirisena ministers. Were the majority
to be too small there is the prospect of support
from other parties from outside of government;
there is also the prospect of the Rajapaksa
UPFA, were it to be the largest party in
government, to attempt to buy over MPs and
topple the government. Consequently, the
important factors to be borne in mind by the
electorate is to complete the unfinished
business from January, come outis large enough

numbers to vote to do so and establish a stable, -

reform oriented government.

The next parliament does indeed have its
work cut out for it. Apart from seeing through
the anti-corruption drive - the Rajapaksa
candidacy may have been launched in the hope
of halting it -the new parliament will have to
deal with the very issues the anti- Rajapaksa
political parties decided to put on the
backburner in January - namely the issues of
accountability, truth and justice which will be
highlighted by the report that will come out of
the Human Rights Council in September and a
political settlement of the ethnic question. In
addition there are a host of economic issues,
electoral and other governance reforms.

For the electorate and political parties in the
north and east, the questions relating to truth,
justice, reparations and guarantees of the non-
recurrence of conflict are foremost. What
bargaining power or leverage will they have on
a new government in this regard?

Currently there are initiatives by government
to establish a permanent Office of the Missing, a

credible domestic mechanism foraccountability
and some mechanism for truth telling. These
initiatives have not been made public on
account that this risks playing into the hands of
the racist Rajapaksa campaign who argue that
the Geneva report is all about regime change
and war crimes trials at the Hague. There are
also reports of the Rajapaksa camp issuing a
fake Geneva report well in advance of the
release of the real thing, which is expected to be
shown to the government soon after the
election and released officially to the Council in
the last week of September. Some movement on
reparations ahs also been made through the
release of lands, but much more needs to
happen.

Meaningful steps on reconciliation and
transitional justice will involve legislative
action. For instance disappearances are not
criminalized in Sri Lankan law as well as other
crimes against humanity and war crimes.
Issues will also arise with regard to trials if any

‘are contemplated. Who will prosecute, will

there be an independent prosecutors office and
will the judges be exclusively Sri Lankan? On
the question of a political settlement of the
ethnic conflict, the evidence on the basis of
party manifestos is that it has to be within the
confines of the unitary state. Were this to be
eventually accepted by all, the question would
then be the extent of devolution within this
framework, land and police powers.

No doubt all of this will play out in the election
campaign in the north in particular. Then
effective pre-eminence of the TNA over voters
there appears to be challenged to a limited
extent by a younger generation of voters and
university students to whom a more assertive
Tamil nationalism has attraction. There are
socio-economic issues relating to daily living
and livelihoods, which will increase in saliency
as well. The politics of grievance has trumped
all else for quite a time and with very good
reason. Whilst it still has relevance, it could lose
it pre-eminence as the only rationale for
political action six years after the end of the
war. Whatever the result, the next parliament
has its work cut out for it and likewise for the

citizens of the country. ®
(The writer is the executive dirctor of Center for
Policy Alternative, Colombo)
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N.Sathiya Moorthy

o much was said for the Ufa, Russia, side-line meeting

between Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his
Pakistan counterpart Nawaz Sharif, as if they had achieved a
real breakthrough in the strained bilateral relations, which had
been the cause of three wars, between 1948 and 1971. Lest
they should forget, the Kargil War happened in 1999. Post-Ufa,
so much has since been said and written about the subsequent
border clashes, drone shoot-down and else that Ufa now
seemed to be a dream, and a day-dream at that.

India-Pakistan relations are primary to any permanent peace
and prosperity not just for the two countries, but also for the
whole of South Asia. Afghanistan, the last member to join the
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
may not have all its security problems cleared if India and
Pakistan sign off a peace treaty, but a substantial part of its
concerns would have been mitigated. The rest, if India and



Pakistan were to work together and sincerely,
could be addressed more effectively than any
other way.

At the bottom of the India-Pakistan squabble
is neither the ‘Kashmir issue’, nor the build-up
of mutual mistrust of the past decades. It has
more directly to do with Pakistan’s birth, which
is centred on anti-India sentiments of the times.
Like India, Pakistan two comprised disparate
regions and provinces, peoples and languages,
both colonial and pre-colonial ones, at birth.
Owing to historic reasons, ‘Kashmir’ became a
symbol, both inside and outside Pakistan.

There is a school of thought in Pakistan yet,
which concludes that if it resolves the Kashmir
problem, Pakistan would cease to be a nation-

As is often said, while other nations
have armed forces, in the case of
Pakistan, the armed forces have a
nation.
The Pakistani dilemma owes mainly
to the unholy cohabitation between
the armed forces and the nation’s
traditional rich. Nawaz Sharif and

the Bhuttos belonged there. Like -

counterpartsinthe US and elsewhere,
they have formed a powerful click
with the armed forces. To the latter,
the former has remained a delivery
boy, who gets his dues, at times more
than ‘deserving’.

State, as such. It could split and splinter without
effort. There is also a parallel school of thought
in India - but the sentiments are much weaker
than in Pakistan - which feels that if Pakistan
were to break-up, then problems for India
would be more and worse.

There is however nothing to suggest that
their fears would come true. India having
survived as a nation-State despite the worse
predictions by western authors and thinkers, it
has not happened. India’s transition is worth a
much deeper study, and has in it, elements of
demography and ethnicity, languages and
dialects, gender and socio-economic aspects.

Faulted now for all wrong reasons, Jawaharlal
Nehru's ‘Democratic Socialism’ provided post-
Independence India with a much-needed
domestic agenda to work on and work with.

In the absence of a domestic agenda worth
the name, that too, one that addressed the
socio-economic concerns of the post-colonial
population(s), Pakistan had to look externally
for a cause and reason to stay together. Having
missed the bus early on, after Ayub Khan - who
later conferred on himself the rank/honour of a
Field Marshal - took over power through a
military coup, nothing much seemed to have
gone right for Pakistan.

Today, Pakistan is still in the clutches of the
armed forces. As is often said, while other
nations have armed forces, in the case of
Pakistan, the armed forces have a nation. The
polity and society are held to ransom, not that
there is open protest, civil war or anything,
other than a periodic an attempt at facilitation
to overthrow a military ruler through the
electoral tools of democracy. Spelling trouble
on the streets more than that they want to
handle, the armed forces have always given the
impression of capitulating under people’s
power - only to return after manipulating the
time and circumstances, one more time.

Unholy cohabitation

The Pakistani dilemma owes mainly to the
unholy cohabitation between the armed forces
and the nation’s traditional rich. Nawaz Sharif
and the Bhuttos belonged there. Like
counterparts in the US and elsewhere, they
have formed a powerful click with the armed
forces. To the latter, the former has remained a
delivery boy, who gets his dues, at times more
than ‘deserving’.

Even today, the question would remain
relevant if Pakistan would have been saved if at
birth, the moderate polity had dismantled
landlordism, as India did at the time. Politics
and electoral constituencies notwithstanding,
the abolition of the zamindari, ‘land’ and
‘labour’ reforms (as were known then, not
now), the generation of public sector jobs that
created a new urbanized middle classes --
though the progress might have been tardy - all
ensured that India progress and united.

At present, India’s post-Independence class



of neo-rich, including the western multi-
nationals, might be using the political and
bureaucratic classes in the country to have
their way, as in the West. Even the bi-polar
polity at the national-level too may be
‘conspiring’ through silence, if not outright
connivance. But the abolition of the zamindari
and such other socio-economic measures
meant that the nation had a scheme, and not
the schemers, a nation.

If Pervez Muasharraf as martial law dictator
and later ‘popularly-elected’ (?) President of
Pakistan sought to include an element of
developmental agenda, with American and
Saudi aid, it did not go that far. The efforts were
over-shadowed also be the aid-givers’ motives
in seeking Pakistan’s backing for the US-led
NATO war on ‘global terrorism’ in Pakistan. An
earlier effort by Zia-ul-Haq to promote a local
agenda, whether consciously, or otherwise, was
pushed to the background by his unmistaken
preference for teaching India a lesson, for
‘Bangladesh War and Liberation.

Zero-option war

The US and the rest of the West cannot escape
Indian criticism, if it came to that, for aiding -
though not abetting - Zia's Pakistan into
devising the zero-option terror-war as the only
way to bleed a more powerful and resourceful
India, with minimum political or military
support from his western allies, at the height of
the ‘Soviet occupation’ of Afghanistan. He could
not have chosen a better time, as the ‘Soviet
occupation’ meant that he could call American
military-aid ‘peanuts’ and get away with it.

With the ISI funding and aiding, training and
arming, anti-India terrorism, a low-key affair
compared to either the Bangladesh War or the
‘Soviet occupation’ of Afghanistan, the West
could comfortably look the other way without
their conscience being pricked one way or the
other. For successive governments in Pakistan,
in the second phase, it was also a tactic to re-
deploy the restless international mercenaries
at the ISI command, along the Indian border
after they had to be withdrawn from the Afghan
front, post-9/11 US-NATO ‘occupation’ of
Afghanistan.

With the result, what used to be home-grown
anti-India protests in Jammu & Kashmir, and

was beginning to die a natural death in the
decades after Partition, began assuming a new
life and vigour, with ISI - involvement,
encouragement and direction. First in Punjab
over the ‘Khalistan issue’ and then in Jammu
and Kashmir, the ISI brand of anti-India terror
took roots, long before the West willingly
acknowledged Pakistan as the epi-centre of
global terror. Whey could have nipped it in the
bud, they went in for short-term personal gains,
and lived to face 9/11 and the rest.

Nuclear flash-point

Over the years, and post-Pokhran-II, India,
Pakistan and China have become three
neighbouring nations faced with threat of
mutual nuclear destruction. Though China
could be linked to Russia as a neighbour, from
there France, etc, etc, barring the US across the
Oceans, it’'s the India-Pakistan nuclear flash-
point that has been at the heart of regional
security-threat. Despite the larger and multiple
problems involving India and China, no one is
talking about such a nuclear threat between th
two South Asian giants. :

In the case of India-Pakistan, the real threat
owes to Musharraf’s Kargil War comment that
they would not shy away from a ‘tactical
nuclear- strike’ if the Indian armed forces
crossed into Pakistan territory. A similar threat
has been held out by his political successors.
The avoidable hype attaching to Ufa, particularly
in India, followed by the return of mutual
recrimination, again more so in India - both in
the political space and the media.

In this background, the question is if any
solution to the Kashmir issue would
automatically resolve all problems between the
two South Asian neighbours. As is by now well-
known, under the Vajpayee regime in India,
when Musharraf was still in power in Pakistan,
conversion of the ‘Line of Control’ (LoC), in
Pakistan-occupied  Kashmir (PoK) into
‘international border’ (IB) was almost agreed
upon, at the Track-II level. It floundered after
Musharraf wanted more than that - and did not
even know what more to ask of India.

This apart, today, the issue would also concern
Pakistan’s ability - including that of the ISI - to
pull out anti-India terrorists at will. Pakistan
itself is under constant terror-threats and



attacks, with the result, Islamabad - or, even
Rawalpindi, the seat of military-command --
cannot guarantee to anyone that Pak-sponsored
terrorism was off. Pakistan now requires
external assistance, cooperation and inputs,
including intelligence inputs, to save its own
skin.

None in Islamabad seems wanting to
acknowledge this reality. Instead, they seem to
look at legitimate Balochi uprising and the like
as the handiwork of India, and bombarding the
local population, in the name of fighting terror,
be itagainst Pakistan or against the US forces in
Afghanistan, can only add to the internal
security situation, even more.

Today, Pakistan’s meeting of India’s long-held
demand for the handing over of identifiable
anti-India terrorists like Dawood Ibrahim and
Lakhvi too cannot ease bilateral tensions. Nor
can it resolve all of anti-India terrorism, that
too overnight. But it’s the kind of symbolism
that would send out a clear message of
cooperation with India, and also of distancing
from the past ISI terror-networks.

That can only be a beginning, but a good
beginning. Other issues, including Jammu and
Kashmir, may have to be discussed and decided
upon. But on Jammu and Kashmir, too, Pakistan
does not seem to have any clear position, if at
all. On the one hand, it continues to be in
possession of PoK areas, and even have elected
members from the region to national
Parliament, and also for the provincial
government.

Confusion over ‘Kashmir’

It’s one thing for Islamabad to talk in terms of
revolving Kashmir issue through a UN-
mandated  plebiscite, but without itself
following the pre-conditions in the UN
resolutions, which seek the immediate
withdrawal of Pakistan from the region. If
anything, it should be an acknowledgement of
greater Indian legitimacy over Jammu and
Kashmir than Pakistan has been willing to
acknowledge.

It's another for Pakistan to feed pro-separatist
elements in the Jammu and Kashmir State of
the'Indian Union, both through word and deed.
Does it mean that Pakistan wants India
dismembered even to the limited extent of

In the 21st century world, war is not
an option. But the threat of nuclear-
attacks on India, by rogue-elements,
both within the Pakistan army and
otherwise, is something that not just
Indians, but even Pakistanis and
the rest of the world do not entirely
rule out. Pakistan, in such a case,
cannot escape the ruclear fall-out
of such an attack, however precise
its attack on India be.

Jammu and Kashmir without itself talking
about ‘surrendering’ PoK, either way. Does it
also mean that Pakistan also has sinister
designs for annexing India’s Jammu and
Kashmir State through the good offices of
Kashmiri separatists, who have always titled on
Islamabad’s side, whatever be the issue and
concern - including ISI terror-strikes on their
blood brothers. e

Where does it all end? In the 21st century
world, war is not an option. But the threat of
nuclear-attacks on India, by rogue-elements,
both within the Pakistan army and otherwise,
is something that not just Indians, but even
Pakistanis and the rest of the world do not
entirely rule out. Pakistan, in such a case,
cannot escape the nuclear fall-out of such an
attack, however precise its attack on India be.

India is sworn not to be the first user of
nuclear weapons. India’s nuclear doctrine also
entails that the Indian response would be a full-
forced affair, which would not stop until the
military and political goals had been met. It’s
the kind of destruction that even Pakistan
might not want. But it's the kind of ‘nuclear
winter’ that the terrorists that ISI had nurtured
over decades would be happy with.

Having had Afghanistan to themselves for
years and decades - a Stateless people under a
faceless leader, as Osama bin-Laden became an
enigma- the terror groups would only be happy
to have their ‘caliphate’ expanded to cover all of
Pakistan, if only in stages. It’s the kind of possi
bility that India has been concerned about.

(To be continued on page 76)



The TNA is definitely calculating on a UNP led government to negotiate the
political solution they have thought out for themselves and through personal trust.
Most unfortunately, the next government, even if Wickramasinghe is PM will not
be free from Sinhala extremist presence.

Elections 2015; What ShouldBe
The Responsibility 0f Tamil People?

“This time there are 08 political parties arid 06
independenit groups contesting Jaffna. A popular
joke here is that if you total the number of
people who claim they will win, Jaffna needs
more than 07 seats.....Still..., it is the TNA which is
the main force.”
- Uthayan Executive Editor, Thevanayakam
Premnanthin an interview with “Ravaya”
news paper / 2015 July 19

NA is still the main political force in North

no doubt. Ananthi Sasitharan a Northern
Provincial Councilor from Jaffna representing
TNA told Ravaya news paper on the same day
(July19), the UNP probably will have to form a
coalition government and is keeping the doors
open for the TNA. Her guess is that TNA
leadership may join the UNP in government
and try to do something to the Tamil people.
Having helped in no uncertain terms to oust the
Rajapaksa regime as politically argued by the
TNA, what next for the Tamil people.

The TNA at the 2015 January presidential
poll said in their Statement, it “..therefore
believes that it is essential for the health of Sri
Lanka's democracy that the
authoritarian and dictatorial
trajectory on which the Rajapaksa
regime has set the country be
reversed urgently”

After a long lament thereafter on
how the Rajapaksa regime ill treated
the Tamil people, the TNA came out
neat and clean on their decision
with a political qualifier too. “The

Kusal Perera

experience of our people has been that the
struggle for democracy over dictatorship is
inextricably linked to the pursuit of our most
cherished values: equality, justice, dignity and
freedom. We therefore call on all citizens to
turn out in great numbers and defeat the
Mahinda Rajapaksa regime by casting their
vote in favour of the Common Opposition
Candidate Maithripala Sirisena and the
Swan symbol.”(emphasis added)
That did happen and now after
over 07 months, the Tamil people are
called out again to vote at the
parliamentary elections 2015. They
will vote TNA no doubt, in large
numbers. The question again is,
“why should they?” A simple answer
is, Tamil people have no other
seemingly viable and saner option.



Yet, how viable the TNA is in delivering their
promises is another question, the Tamil people
seem hesitant in answering. There is ambiguity
among at least the middle class Jaffna Tamil
community that [ had occasion to meet with on
the day the nominations closed on 13 July and
the day after. The EPDP has been a nuisance
from the very beginning. Not merely because
they were anti LTTE, but because they have
always been seen and understood as a corrupt
outfit tagging along with Colombo governments
and been acting as a para military outfit, named
so even in the LLRC report. What other options
do Tamil people have? All Ceylon Tamil
Congress (ACTC) reshaped as the Tamil
National People’s Front (TNPF) from which
Gajendra Kumar is contesting Jaffna has lost
credibility among most in Jaffna and lacks any
serious political projection the Sri Lankan
Tamil people would want to even discuss.

The most sensational presentation the South
was dizzy hearing, the ex-LTTE cadres emerging
as an independent group to contest this
election, is not taken as seriously in Jaffna as
they were in Colombo. While Vithyatharan, the
veteran journalist leading the group in the
election, speaking to the Ravaya news paper

argued, they can return at least 02 members -

from Jaffna, and would then create a new
democratic political force, most don’t seem to
take them seriously. “That’'s not an ex-LTTE
cadre list. There are only 03 or 04 such ex
cadres there” a retired administrative officer in
Jaffna told me, the day after nominations closed.

“They are not known here and may not be
cadres sometime” he added. This
void in Tamil politics is felt very
much in the North and in Jaffna
that I saw.

TNA thus remains the only
potent option. Responsibility of
standing up to Tamil aspirations
have fallen on them. The void is
felt more because the TNA
leadership has failed to deliver on
any promise. They found it
extremely difficult to negotiate anything with
the Rajapaksa regime. After the conclusion of
the military offensive in May 2009, with the
TNA taking over Tamil leadership, Rajapaksa
had ample space to decide on a workable,

democratic solution to all Tamil grievances. He
had his own LLRC recommending such
solutions that could have been used with
advantage in winning majority Sinhala consent,
if Rajapaksa so wished. Yet, he was seen back
tracking on every promise made to the TNA
and also to New Delhi and to the international
community. Where the TNA faulted as it now
seems clear is, the TNA leadership was not
mobilising its own North-East constituencies to
lobby and pressure the Rajapaksa regime. They
were not even using the organised strength of
the North-East Tamil people to lobby New Delhi
and international community. They simply
couldn’t as they were too keen in demanding a
political solution, a workable power sharing
solution to the provinces, leaving behind all
other issues the people were desperately
wanting answers for.

These living issues were thereafter expected
to be answered through the Northern PC after
the people gave an overwhelming mandate to
the TNA at the first provincial council election
in September 2013. TNA promised a very
effective provincial administration with much

respected and reputed Supreme
Court Judge Wigneswaran
nominated to the post of Chief
Minister. Not only in the North, in
the South too, there was wide
spread respect for the TNA
decision to field such an eminent
person with an absolutely clean
track record to head the province.
« Yet to date nothing serious and

i conspicuous has happened in the
North the people there could feel any relief and
live with dignity.

TNA leadership failed here too in guiding this
new provincial council that needed strong
political support. It needed expertise in




planning its own short and long term provincial
development programme. They needed experts
who could help design social security and
livelihood programmes for the needy and
marginalised. Many are the needy with war
affected women, children without one or both
parents, the old men and women with none to
depend upon and the defence establishment
declared 11,000 rehabilitated ex-LTTE cadres
still under the intelligence scanner. All these
issues needed expertise and resources to
develop information and data banks for use in

NVithyatharan, ‘the veteran
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designing and planning
programmes for them. The NPC
also needed programmes that
could mobilise people in North
and Vanni on these issues to lobby
the Colombo government for
necessary legal provisions and
extra resources to address issues
that are solely war related.

Most unfortunately, the TNA and
the Chief Minister was only and
solely focussed on having a civilian Governor
and a Provincial Secretary who would act
independent and be accommodative in the
functioning of the administration. Those were
definitely important political issues in
establishing a civilian administration. Yet they
were not the only issues there were for the
people. The TNA leadership and the elected
NPCleaders did not see the advantage of having
socio economic development programmes for
the people in challenging and exposing the
Rajapaksa regime.

Six years after war, the North-East provinces
are still struggling to have their problems
solved adequately, with only the TNA to fall
back on, election after election. This time too,
the TNA still remains the main electoral force.
TNA still goes round with the same old promise

| ;ournahst' :
f 'Ieadmg an mdependent group consrstmg of
. ex-LTTE cadres argues that they can return

of fighting for the rights of the Tamil people in
finding a political solution. They basically mean
the NPC has no teeth to take on people’s issues
and therefore a political solution is what the
Tamil people need. In Trincomalle, Sampanthan
was quoted in media telling his people, “We
can confidently say a political solution could
be found by the year 2016. We are confident
that the results of the current election can make
an impact on the country and also on finding a
political solution.” (emphasis added)

It is accepted the provincial councils don't
have enough teeth and the Northern Tamil
people feel it more than the Sinhala and Muslim
people in other provinces. The fact nevertheless
is, the TNA has failed to exploit the people’s
mandate given at the NPC elections in pushing
for answers within its powers. The TNA shows
no political will to work with the people, beyond
asking for votes. It campaigns thus to have a
numerically big enough number in parliament
that can help them bargain a “political solution”
< and that too by 2016.

Two stubborn facts evolve from
this TNA election promise. One,
with the NPC left on the wayside
by the TNA leadership that has
‘now- given way to friction and
conflicc  between the CM
Wigneswaran and the TNA
leadership, the people will have to
live with all their festering agonies
for at least a year or more, till the
TNA works out a political solution with the next
government. Two, that political solution the
TNA is talking about which no doubt is a serious
political proposal, is not presented to the
people for a healthy social dialogue. They would
therefore negotiate for a political solution with
the next government, on their own without any
conscious backing from their own Tamil people.
All negotiations as in the past would thus
remain a “Colombo centred battle” in Sinhala
land. Despite that, the TNA is definitely
calculating on a UNP led government to
negotiate the political solution they have
thought out for themselves and through
personal trust, Most unfortunately, the next
government, even if Wickramasinghe is PM will
not be free from Sinhala extremist presence.

(To be continued on page 76)
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Beyond Tamil Nationalism

We have come to embrace Tamil nationalism -

as intrinsically good. This is the first
premise upon which much of the current Tamil
political analysis and debates are predicated
on.So much so that questions like ‘what
purposes does Tamil nationalism serve?’,
‘whose needs does it cater to?, and ‘what good
has it done so far?’ sound utterly preposterous.

The island’sTamils will go out to vote once
again come the 17th of August. Confronted with
the scarcity of leadership choice and driven by
the understandable desire to exhibit Tamil
unity, they will once again vote overwhelmingly
for the Tamil National Alliance. However, for
this victory to translate into meaningful
changes in Tamils’ lives, asking preposterous
questions about Tamil nationalism and the
direction of Tamil politics is unavoidable, and
in fact, necessary.

Only by raising questions about the Tamil
nationalists’ past record can we grasp the need
for the reassessment and a radical redirection
of Tamil politics. This - and this alone - can
prevent the TNA's victory from being

interpreted as the Tamils’ unanimous support
for the cause of Tamil nationalism and the ways
of its champions.

Tamil nationalism and the Tamil people

Tamils, today, face an endless list of pressing
concerns. Heavy military presence across the
north is a constant threat against democracy.
Perils of all sorts pervade the lives of war
widows. With their bread winners either dead
or classified as missing, thousands of families
have no means for a sustainable livelihood.
There are former militants who cannot
reintegrate back into the society. Thousands
carry scars both physical and mental. On top of
a crippled economy there 1is intense
financialisation; people who cannot afford two
meals a day are paying interests to creditors in
the hundreds. How many of these issues govern
the Tamil political debates on the coming
general election?

Take, for instancethe grave ecological
disaster taking shape in the Valikamam area of
Jaffna peninsula. Alarm was sounded as far



back as the year 2012 when officials of the
Water Resources Board found excessive levels
of oil pollutants in the ground water. Not a
single substantial step has been taken to
resolve the issue. An expert committee
appointed by the NPC produced a report that
made a mockery of the Valikamam people’s
everyday experience: the committee found no
trace of harmful pollutants.Northern provincial
councilors have since declared the water safe
for consumption. Doctors and engineers who
have been working on this matter, however,
have for long questioned the capacity of the
‘expert’ committee to conduct a thorough
scientific study. The NPC’s handling of a disaster
that could well leave a quarter of a million
people waterless reflects apathy and

incompetence. In fact, aside from thrashing out
empty nationalist rhetoric and passing
resolutions the NPC has done little else.Cries of
central government meddling and complaints
of lack of powers crumble upon closer
inspection of what the council has done with
the powers that it has.

The northern fishing community is
approximately 40,000 families strong. TNA
parliamentarians maintained a stony silence
even as Indian trawlers exhausted maritime
resources of the northern seas and wreaked
havoc on our fishermen’s equipment. It took
almost six years for the TNA to finally come out
of its shell on this matter. The criminal nature
of the Indian trawler enterprise and the severe
damages that it unleashed upon the resettled
northern Tamil fishing communities somehow
escaped Tamil nationalists’ attention - both
here and abroad. While the Indian fishers
successfully lobbied the Tamil Nadu and the

Indian central governments to their aid, our
fishers were bereft of political agency as both
the Tamil leadership and the Sri Lankan
government evaded confrontation.

Where were the Tamil nationalist leaders
when the Jaffna youth needed guidance in the
aftermath of Vithya Sivaloganathan’s rape and
murder? What came of the spontaneous social
protests? An opportunity to reflect on a serious
post-war phenomenon that threatens every
Tamil woman in the north and the east was lost
as Jaffna lost its senses: stoning of the Jaffita
Court building was followed by the arrest of
more than a hundred Tamil youth. Tamil
nationalism raised its head. A photograph of a
school kid holding up a placard with the slogan
‘this would not have happened if they were

Where were the Tamil nationalist leaders when
the Jaffna youth needed guidance in the
aftermath of Vithya Sivaloganathan’s rape
and murder? What came of the spontaneous
social protests? An opportunity to reflect on a
serious post-war phenomenon that threatens
every Tamil woman in the north and the east
was lost as Jaffna lost its senses:

around!” did its rounds in the social media.
Beyond the deeply problematic nature of the
statement, burdening an unassuming child
with that message and gleefully sharing that
photograph online - willfully ignoring the risks
involved for the boy and his family - underscores
the extent of Tamil nationalists’ callousness.
Much has been sacrificed in the high altars of
Tamil nationalism in the last thirty years: lives,
land and livelihood, to name but a few. The
fagade the LTTE built around this ideology was
laid bare in the Mullivaikkal tragedy of May
2009. Even as the LTTE dragged thousands of
Tamils to their death grave on the suicidal
assumption that the more severe the human
catastrophe the greater the possibility for its
survival through external intervention,Tamil
nationalist apologists turned a blind eye. The
nadir of Tamil nationalism was also a moment
of truth: it proved that Tamil nationalism had
truly trumped the Tamil people. Tamil



nationalism no longer serves Tamil’s needs
rather it is the Tamil people, especially the
marginalised communities within the Tamil
population, who must sacrifice for its survival.
The elite, Jaffna-centric Tamil leadership has no
qualms over advancing its own interests at the
expense of the many struggles that sections
within the Tamil community face. Presenting
Tamil nationalism as a panacea for all that ails
the Tamil people is to fly at the face of history.

The need of the hour is exploiting all
available avenues for the betterment
of Tamil lives. There can be no debate
on the need for serious engagement
with the government and the south.
Parliamentarians who represent the
Tamil people should contribute to the
debates on broader national concerns
such as economic policies, labour,
women’s rights, and the rule of law. For
long have we isolated ourselves and
narrowed our horizons.

When calls for change ring hollow
When the Tamil National People’s Front’s

(TNPF) - a party calling for a change in Tamil

politics - rallying cry is ‘are you for the rise or
the fall of Tamil nationalism?’ the depth of the
rot within Tamil politics is unmistakable. The
Tamil nation, as conceived by the TNPE, would
not be very different to the Sri Lankan nation
conceived by successive anti-minority
governments of the South. The TNPEF, thus,
represents Tamil nationalism in all its anti-
pluralist ugliness: its advocacy for a
plurinational Sri Lanka, or more popularly ‘one
island; two nations’, is mired in irony, hypocrisy,
and self-contradictions.

The TNPF's stridently opposes any
engagement with the ‘Sinhala Buddhist Sri
Lankan state’ on matters of Tamil concern on
the basis of historic betrayals and repression.
On what basis, then, does the party endorse
exhaustive engagement with Tamil Nadu and
the international community? Have they not
proved to be entities driven by their own self-
serving agendas, repeatedly - regardless of the
consequences for the Tamils? What came of
blindly trusting them in 2009? What does the

.
deferral of the OHCHR report on Sri Lanka this
March imply? Moreover, how do we trust the
Tamil Nadu government that implicitly
promotes the destruction of northern Tamil
livelihoods through its refusal to curb bottom
trawling by Tamil Nadu fishermen? What of the
treatment that Sri Lankan refugees face in
India?Indeed, if engaging with the Sri Lankan
government is pointless why bother contesting
the general election at all?

The politics of the Tamil Civil Society Forum
(TCSF) - a group of Tamil civil society activists
who are vocally critical of the TNA - also
warrants mention in this context. Close to the
crucial presidential poll of January 8, the TCSF
released a statement saying it cannot endorse
either candidate on the basis of their positions
on the national question. When the Tamils
voted overwhelmingly for Sirisena, its Spokes
person was quick to interpret it as merely an
‘anti-Mahinda vote’. What this simplistic,
politically motivated analysis failed to account
for is the record voter turnout across all Tamil
electorates - even when compared with the
NPC election. Does the significantly lesser voter
turnout in the 2010 presidential election mean
that Tamils were any less anti-Rajapaksa back
then? Further, it is an unreasonable caricature
of the Tamil voter. Does he/she not care about
judicial freedom? Does he/she not care for
democracy? As a tax payer does she not care
about her money being wasted by a single
family? The TCSF and its representatives could
not bring themselves to recognise the simple
fact that ethnic discrimination was one of the
many Tamil concerns that were at stake in the
historically crucial election. :

The recent boycotting of the Trincomalee
sittings of the Presidential Commission on
Enforced Disappearances was orchestrated by
the TCSF. Its agents forced the victims from
attending the sittings. While serious concerns
over the presidential commission’s intentions,
efficiency, and politics remain unresolved there
can be no justification for this conduct. How
many of the women who protested against the
presidential commission and called for an
international inquiry knew what they were
doing? In fact, the authors know of women who
lied to the TCSF organisers about using the
washroom, slipped into the office space,and




recorded their complaints. What is the
difference between the government forcing
Tamil war victims to accept compensation and
the TCSF pressurising the victims to boycott a
hearing that they wish to attend? Are not both
expressions of suppression? Are not both the
government and the TCSF forwarding their
own political agendas at the expense of the war
victims’ rights and dignity?

The TCFS’s refusal to acknowledge inter-
dependency between the island’s communities
and their shared future, and its tacit
undermining of Tamils’-voting agency in the
presidential election reveal much about the
true nature of the beast. The alternative politics
to the TNA offered by the likes of the TNPF and
the TCSF will only reinforce all that is wrong
with the TNA.

Towards a people centred Tamil politics
The need of the hour is exploiting all available
avenues for the betterment of Tamil lives. There
can be no debate on the need for serious
engagement with the government and the
south. Parliamentarians who represent the
Tamil people should contribute to the debates

on broader national concerns such as economic
policies, labour, women’s rights, and the rule of
law. For long have we isolated ourselves and
narrowed our horizons. Such a commitment
alone can recover our image locally and
internationally. Such broader commitments
alone shall sow the seeds of political will in the
south for the implementation of a political
solution thatwill ensure our dignified existence.

At the heart of Tamil politics must be Tamil
people’s concerns; not the blind commitment
to an all-pervading ideology. The Tamil people
should be the sole arbiters of Tamil politics, not
the Tamil diaspora or the international
community. :

Election manifestos cannot and should not be
limited to the Tamil question; they must also
address issues such as livelihood, education,
healthcare and so on. Empty Tamil nationalist
rhetoric has not led us Tamils anywhere, nor
shall it ever.

Lack of concrete action cannot be masked by
the sporadic spewing of eloquent nationalist
sound bites. The one constant in Tamil politics
must be the unwavering commitment to the
Tamil people, at all costs.®

India-Pakistan Equations...

It’s also the kind of possibility that the rest of
the world is concerned about.

If Pakistan too is concerned and is using air-
power to put down anti-State militancy in
Balochistan and elsewhere, it cannot be a
solution. It can only be adding a new element to

the complex problem that Pakistan itself has

become. With that, it's a problem for the whole

of South Asia and the rest of the world, too. ®
(The writer is Director, Chennai Chapter of the

Observer Research Foundation, the multi-
disciplinary Indian public-policy think-tank,
headquartered in New Delhi. Email:
sathiyam54@gmail.com)

Elections 2015...

The UNP became the United National Front
for Good Governance (UNFGG) for this election
as proposed by Champika’s JHU that changed
its name that in Sinhala means the same. The
UNP as a political party seriously and firmly
believe, the Sinhala constituency should not be
displeased and those conspicuous extreme
Sinhala elements should be brought into their
fold. Their joint manifesto launched on 23 July,
is therefore garbed with Sinhala Buddhist
inputs and clearly says, this State will be a
“Unitary” State. TNA will thus have to negotiate
not with PM Wickramasinghe, but with the

UNFGG to have more than the 134, but within
the “Unitary” State, a politically impossible
task.

What would that leave the Tamil voter, who'd
vote large for the TNA to co-operate with the
next government, expecting it to be led by
Wickramasinghe as PM? Politically and in
democratic terms, the Tamil people have been
left with the responsibility of not only agitating
against the Colombo government, but also
demanding answers from their own NPC, for
which the TNA will have to answer. @

(The writer is a senior journalist and political

analyst based in Colombo)



President Sirisena remains the pivotal figure

in the prevailing political scenario. Yet, he -

remains trapped within a historic dilemma.
The Sirisena Dilemma is not of Sirisena’s
making,. It is an expression of contending rival
class forces and interests within the Lankan
ruling class intersecting with global strategic
agendas of rival imperialist powers. The
Sirisena Dilemma arises from an acute
conjuncture where the Land of Lanka is being
played by rival global and regional imperialist
powers in conjunction with local players,
agents and power-brokers locked in a battle for
state power and supremacy. It is important to
concretely formulate and analyse the Sirisena
Dilemma. It serves to reveal the
global arena in which the various
imperialist and regional power blocs
are maneuvering to gain geo-political,
strategic advantage and superiority
in the Indian Ocean-Asia Pacific
Region, including throughout South
Asia and in the Land of Lanka. At the
heart of the Sirisena Dilemma is the
increasing compulsion for the

Surendra Ajit
Rupasinghe

Sirisena Regime to change course away from
the Chinese, Russian and Iranian sphere of
influence linked with Mahinda Rajapakse and
move steadily into the US-EU-Japan-Indian
strategic sphere of influence. This is an external
compulsion imposed by the US-led “Western”
imperialist strategic alliance.

This external compulsion feeds
into the internal dynamics of political
survival of the Sirisena-Ranil
dispensation. This dispensation has
to capitulate to the US-led strategic
global agenda, if it is to survive. This
is its lifeline to stay afloat on top and
exercise its own class dictatorship
over the Land and the people. It is the
only way to ensure that there will be



no return and revival of the Mahinda Rajapakse
dictatorship. The new neo-colonial strategic
architecture would involve the designing of a
new structure of economic, political, diplomatic
and financial cooperation (capitulation), based
on an evolving strategic partnership with the
US and India. There is no free lunch. The US, EU,
Japan, Israel and India and other players shall
sink their bloody fangs deeper into the lifelines
of the country, separately, individually and
collectively. There is no way of maneuvering
out of this growing inter-imperialist vice nor to
pretend being independent from it.

Yet, these moves are fraught with danger. It
will play into the hands of MahindaRajapakse
who would raise the resounding cry of national
- betrayal, international conspiracy and the
rising threat of resurgent ‘separatist terrorism.
Mahinda’s only chance of grabbing and
returning to power is to claim that he has been
vindicated by history. That the Motherland of
the ‘pure Aryan Sinhalayas’, the pristine Land of
the Triple Gem which he liberated from the
marauding Dravidians though an epic war of
national liberation is being betrayed and the
Sinhala Buddhist nation fatally imperiled.This
is while standing up against the US and its allies
and defying the whole of the international
order. Mahinda will claim that this great historic
victory and all the sacrifice and suffering, is
being undermined and betrayed. Any and every
concession, however cosmetic, to liberal
democracy, secularism, pluralism, devolution
of power will be painted as undermining the
unitary State, and with it, the historical
legitimacy, integrity and supremacy of the
Sinhala-Buddhist nation. This shall appeal to
sections of the armed forces who shall feel
betrayed by any form of investigation into war
crimes- whether by an international, or
internationally supervised domestic
mechanism. The betrayal of the Rana-Viruwo
shall resound and reverberate with raging
nationalist ‘patriotic’ fervor. However much
Sirisena tries to get out of this dilemma by
downgrading the international call led by the
US for accountability with the prospect of a
domestic investigation, he stands on the head
of a live landmine. The US will use this issue of
accountability as a lever to press more and
more insistent demands on Sirisena-Ranil

The US will use the issue of accountability
as a lever to press more and more
insistent demands on Sirisena-Ranil
government to become a puppet agent
and enforcer of its global strategic geo-
political agenda. If the war crimes issue
gets washed away, it will inflame Tamil
passions, who shall feel betrayed and
discarded. It will surely give renewed life
to the call for a separate state which
will, no doubt, reverberate to the shores
of India and the US and offer more
options for intervention.

government to become a puppet agent and
enforcer of its global strategic geo-political
agenda. If the war crimes issue gets washed
away, it will inflame Tamil passions, who shall
feel betrayed and discarded. It will surely give
renewed life to the call for a separate state
which will, no doubt, reverberate to the shores
of India and the US and offer more options for
intervention.

Meantime, Mahinda shall bide his time and
play his cards, propped up and beefed up by his
Chinese, Iranian, Russian and other friends,
and by the train of crony-narco-mafia capitalists
who thrived with him. Slowly and steadily shall
the forces of fascism nurture and manufacture
communal tension, play and prey on stoking
the subterranean fears of foreign domination
and subjugation, kindle the simmering cinders
of Sinhala-Buddhist ‘patriotism’, feed upon the
anger and frustration of the masses against the
ruling regime, to strike once again at the throat
of democracy and civilized decency. Sirisena
expects this backlash. He must prepare for it.
More than that, he must overcome it. He must
prove that he, and he alone, is the new
undisputed, incorruptible and invincible leader
and commander of the besieged Sinhala race,
destined to protect, preserve and nurture the
Dhamma in the Land of the Triple Gem. This is
part of the scenario, one segment, of the
unfolding and imploding Drama of History in
the Land of Lanka we are presently living
through. Sirisena must, of necessity, carry the



banner and the cause of Sinhala-Buddhist
supremacy and hegemony, if he is to face the
inevitable onslaught to his power and domain
from whatever source or coalition of forces.
The conflict here is essentially not so much to
do with the form of governance. It is not a
conflict between a limited executive presidency
Vs an executive prime minister and cabinet
supremacy. It has to do with preserving the
tottering chauvinist, hegemonic unitary State
under the command of the Sinhala-Buddhist
ruling class. As always the National Question
and the fate of the Tamil nation will be held
hostage to these intra-ruling class battles. Yet,
Sirisena cannot toe the very same rabidly
chauvinist-supremacist-fascist line as Mahinda.
So, he will have to toe a necessarily vague,
vacillating, duplicitous line on the National
Question to keep the national minorities on
board, while satisfying the blood instincts of
the hard core Sinhala-Buddhist political base-
for which he must compete with Mahinda. How
to marginalize and isolate Mahinda Rajapakse
to capture his Sinhala-Buddhist chauvinist
power base, while holding out the pledge of
pluralism and democracy? How to attack
Mahinda without splitting and undermining

the SLFP and the UPFA, which would only serve .

the UNP to monopolize power and dictate
terms?

Sirisena also shares a sense of mission and
destiny as the guardian of the Sinhala Buddhist
nation and the Land of the Triple Gem”. He
stood watch over the war and rejoiced in the
enthronement of triumphal Sinhala-Buddhist
hegemony and supremacy. The dilemma is how
to be a staunch chauvinist and centralist and
yet deliver on pluralist democracy? To the ‘hard
core’ Sinhala Buddhist vote base he must
appear as the only true guardian of the Sinhala-
Buddhist, chauvinist-hegemonic unitary State,
while to all other nationalities and to the world
he must appear to be the angel of pluralist
democracy. The Sirisena Dilemma arises from
not being able to walk this tight rope for too
long. It is a profoundly volatile schizophrenic
dilemma.

One horn of the Sirisena Dilemma is that the
oppressed masses, nationalities and ethnic-
religious communities would have to be sold
down the tube to pave the way for the next

wave of neo-liberal imperialist penetration and
plunder. The road must be cleared for the next
spiral of domination, subjugation, exploitation,
oppression and degradation that this requires.
How to contain the masses who have now
awakened to the demand for justice, democracy,
transparency and independence? How to
contain democratic reform to cosmetic changes
and centralize state power and the class
dictatorship at the same time? How to sedate
the masses with spectacular arrests of
secondary mafia cronies, while keeping the
neo-colonial system of institutionalized
parasitism, terror, abuse and corruption alive?
So, this is an untenable tightrope to balance.
The rope might split at any time. The crisis of
imperialism and of the neo-colonial state will
only continue to intensify and explode. All the
patching up will not serve to protect the system.
The whole game may get exposed to the masses.

The upcoming General Election will not solve
any major problem facing the people. It will be
the very same corrupt, murdering ruling class
that would wield state power. However, this
may be an opportunity for all voters to at least
ensure that the most notorious criminals are
deprived of their power. Beyond that, all
candidates should be brought under mass
pressure to reveal their particular solutions to
the issues of a democratic political solution to
the National Question, holding all war criminals
accountable to the people, return of all lands to
their rightful owners, release of all political
prisoners, de-militarization and the prosecution
of all criminals guilty of massive corruption
and engaging in the drug trade. However, the
only real lasting solution to the volcanic crisis
of the defunct, neo-colonial State is to build the
independent revolutionary power of the people
of Lanka as the indivisible and invincible force
that can bring down the oppressor State and
replace it with a people’s democratic state that
shall give expression to the unity of all the
exploited and oppressed classes, nationalities
and communities in a common front to liberate
the country from the stranglehold of
imperialism and neo-colonial subjugation. As
Mao said; “Without Political Power, all is
[llusion”! ®

The writer is the general secretary of Ceylon
Communist Party (Maoist)
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u: The Modi governent has now completed one
year. What is your assessment about the
government performance?

A: What is there to assess? He promised a
lot. He promised change. Change in the
waythe government would function. But
has anything changed? Do you find any
change in the government functioning?
Common people are unhappy. They are
disgusted with the performance of the
government.

u: Yes. Modi promised ‘Acche Din’ (good days)
if his party is elected to power.

A: Where is the Acche Din he promised.
Leave good days, each day is becoming
more difficult. Day-to-day expenses are
increasing. Unemployment is on the rise.
Ow his party chief (Amit Shah) is saying
they need 25 years to bring Acche Din.
What a joke. They are fooling people.

Communist Party of India (CPI) leader
A.B. Bardhan is one of the senior most,
veteran leaders of India. Since the
1990s, he knew closely the prime
ministers of India. On numerous
times, he was called in for advices by
Indian prime ministers - Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh.
Bardhan was a key member in the
Co-ordinating Committee of the UPA-1
when the Left parties supported the ’
Manmohan Singh government. They
withdrew support when Singh went
ahead and signed the Nuclear Deal
with the US despite left warnings.
Bardhan is no more the powerful
General Secretary of the CPI. He
relinquished the post after guiding the
party for nearly one and half decade
during his three terms.

However, Bardhan continues to be a
powerful voice in the CPI and the Left.
movement in India. He is a mentor to
the CPI leadership. Bardhan spoke to
Samakalam on various issues.

Q: You tour the country frequently. What is
your feedback from the poor people about the
Modi government?

A: People are frustrated. They dont know
what to do. Most people, especially the
youth, believed Modi when he promised
change and better days ahead. Now they
have all lost hope. They have lost the trust
in Modi, who they believed would bring in
a clean governance.

l!: Do you see any alternative?

A: People have lost faith in both the
Congress and the BJP. Now, many of them
feel there is a good opportunity for another
front - a third front. So, I think the time is
opportune for such a front. The Left parties
should take the initiative to project a better,
clean, secular front based on common
programmes.



u: Do you find any change in the government
policy pursued by Manmohan Singh and Modi?

A: Notatall. The policies are same. They all
make policies favouring the rich business
men, capitalists, multinationals. They are
not concerned about the poor - farmers,
labourers and other working classes. That
is why people are getting more and more
frustrated. The suicides are increasing
rapidly, especially among the farmers. They
find it very dificult to live. But the
‘government is not concerned.

u: What do you think need to be done?

A: We need to make policies to help the
poor people, and not the rich. The focus
needs to change. Policies should focus on
the plight of the people.

u: It is easier said than done. See what is
happening in even in West Bengal. The Left had
controlled government for more than three
decades before Mamata Banerjee came to
power four years ago. Here too, the suicides are
quite high. It figures in the top three of highest
suicides, according to governent data released
recently.

A: It is a recent trend. There are many
factors for this. I dont think it was because
of the fault of our policies earlier. We did
commit some mistakes, like forcible land
acquisition in some areas like Singrur. We
paid for these serious mistakes. Mamata
(Banerjee) is the result of that.

n: So, you now accept Singrur and Nandigram
were mistakes. But when in power, the Left
governmentand leaders were stoutly defending
the the land acquisition in the name of
industrialisation and job creation.

A: Of course, we accept our mistakes. Even
then many of us had reservations against
such policy.

u: This means your government too acted in
the interests of rich industrialists, ignoring the
poor, in the name of development and creation
of jobs for the youth.

A: Unlike the Congress and BJP, our
conscience was clear. We did it for the
creation of jobs.-We. are not against
development. Development is necessary.
But what we are saying is that when we
plan for the development, it should be
done in such a way that it helps the people,
especially the poor. But we are branded
anti-development by the BJP and Congress
whose main aim is to help the rich to make
more money. See what is happening in
India. The number of poor and unemployed
are rapidly increasing. So is the number of
billionaires and millionaires. The gap
between the rich and poor are widening
alarmingly because of our wrong economic
polcies and focusses. This needs to change
if the country as a whole needs to
improve.

u: When you were in
power, you did
forcibe acquisition
of land from the
poor. Then why
ae you opposing
the land
acquisition
reforms which
the Modi
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government is trying to bring about?

A: I told you we did a mistake. We realise
that. The people have taught us a lesson.
So, it is our duty to protect people from
forcible land acquisition and without
sufficient compensations and
rehabilitations. We will work with all the
opposition parties to oppose this bill of the
Modi government.

0: Modi is being praised for his performance
on the foreign policy front, even by his critics.
Even Congress leaders accept Modi has been
quite effective in projecting India to the world.
Even Congress MP Shashi Tharoor praised
Modi for his more effective foreign policy,
~especially for leaving the BJP policy and
continuing with the policy pursued by the
Manmohan Singh government.

RA: 1 dont think he has achieved much. He is
continuing almost the same policy of the
Manmohan Singh government. Some
people praise him for his rapport with
world leaders. This is nothing new.
Manmohan Singh too had such a rapport.
Now India is a big power. The US is keen to
have it in its side. It wants to use us in its
fight against China. One should not read
much into the visit of President Obama as
the chief guest during the last Republic Day
parade.

u: Modi has special rapport with Obama, Putin,
Xi Ping, Abe and others. Some analysts say it is
not a small thing.

A: What is the big deal. Even Manmohan
Singh had such rapport. Modi is projecting
himself as a world leader. He is using the
media for such projection. Before the Lok
Sabha elections, Modi projected himself as
a great administrator, effective, clean and
transparent. He was projected as a good
and quick decision-maker. But what has
happened now? What has he done as the
PM? Even during his first year, various
scams have come out. But he has decided
to put a blind eye on these scams. He had
accused Manohan Singh of keeping mum
when scandals broke out. But Modi is also
doing the same thing. In the case of UPA,
the scams came into open only towards the

end of its second term. But see what is
happening. All the corrupt ministers are in
power while Singh had removed the
accused ministers. So, Modi is doing a
drama. The only difference is that while
Singh was a shy, reluctant communicator,
Modi is a dramatic actor and good
articulator. But this trick wont last much.
People have started realising this.

u: So, basically you dont see any change in the
foreign policy?

A: No. Not yet. His policies are same as
Singh’s towards the US, the West, China,
Pakistan and other neighbouring countries.
In fact, he is trying to take credit of the
policies formulated by the UPA government,
whether it is neighbourhood policy, Look
East policy, BRICS, US, etc. His policies
against Pakistan and China seem to be
confused. There is no clarity. Nobody
knows what he will do next.

u: Are you expecting Modi to toe more US
centric policies, as Singh had done or will he
take into account India’s traditional relations
with neighbours and local conditions?

A: [ expect Modi will go the way US does.

0: So, in the case of Sri Lanka, if the US and its
allies bring in Resolution in the UNHRC, as in
the past, you expect India will support such a
move, even though the new Sri Lankan
President seems to have better warmth towards
India than Rajapaksa.

A: 1 dont think India will go against the US.
However, even the US is keen to develop
good relations with small but strategically
important countries like Sri Lanka and
Maldives. India and the US are in one side
in the move to check the influence of China
in the Indo-Pacific.

0: In short, you expect a softer approach even
from the US on the rights abuse isse during war,
towards the Sirisena government?

A: I think so. Because of the rising and
aggressive China, the US can no more
irritate countries like Sri Lanka. @



(11th April 1934 - 25th July 2015)

antasilan Kadirgamar,

known as Silan amongst
his friends and fellow
activists, passed away on
Saturday July 25th 2015 in
the 81st year of his life. He
was born in Chavakach
cheri to Rev.and Mrs. J.W.A.
Kadirgamar, and lived in
Malaysia during the years
of the Second World War.
He had his school
education at Jaffna College
from where he entered the
University of Peradeniya to read History.

Therehe began his lifelong involvement with .

the left movement of Sri Lanka as a sympathiser
of the LSSP. He returned to teach history at the
Undergraduate Department of Jaffna College,
his alma mater, and in the early 80s joined the
Department of History at the Colombo
University. In 1974 he went to Tokyo to do his
Masters at the International Christian
University. A couple of years after his return he
joined the teaching staff of the Jaffna University
as a lecturer in the Department of History.He
left for Japan once again in 1983 on a Japan
Foundation Fellowship, lecturing at several
universities in Tokyo-Yokohama between 1983
and 2000.

In 1979, while at the Jaffna University,Silan
became the first chair of the Movement for
Inter-Racial Justice and Equality (MIRJE -Jaffna)
in the wake of an emergency declared with the
onset of disappearances, extra judicial killings
and growing militarisation of the north.He was
also the co-founder of the Jaffna Citizens’
Committee, set up in 1981 after the burning of
the Jaffna Public Library.

In 1980, Silan published
aseminaland authoritative
work on the history and
impact of the Jaffna Youth
Congress, which was a
remarkable, if; Fhrigh
feature of the north that
stood for egalitarian and
democratic principles
while eschewing narrow
ethnic nationalisms. His
bookThe Jaffna Youth
Congress has been
reproduced and also been
translated into Tamil. His other publications
include Ethnicity: Identity, Conflict and Crisis,
co-edited with Kumar David (Hong Kong,
1989), The Tamils of Lanka: Their Struggle for
Justice and Equality with Dignity (Kanyakumari,
South India, 2010)and The Left Tradition in
Lankan Tamil Politics (in Hector
Abhayavardhana Felicitation Volume, Colombo,
2001).

Silan and his family lived exiled from Sri
Lanka after 1983, as his involvement with
human rights monitoring and campaigning
deepened, and the north became ever more
militarised. He returned to Sri Lanka to settle
down in 2000 after being away 17 years. In the
last 15 years, while in retirement, he has been
part of an ever narrowing circle of progressive
intellectuals within the Tamil community. Has
kept conversations going, especiallywith youth,
sharing his experiences of activism in the north.
Silan has also been involved in the Sri Lankan
ecumenical movement,which is committed to
work for inter-racial peace and justice, both
within the Christian Church and across all
religions. ®
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