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The Somakanthans are progressive writers of repute
from Sri Lanka. All the tales in this collection fully
bear the mark of Padma Somakanthan's greatness,
her role in the women's lib and her genius in depict-
ing the ethnic conflict. Written years ago, they re-
main vital today.

The title story is woven round the theme: Artlessness
will turn even repulsive children into darling - little
flowers-a sight for the gods!

The other story lines : The communal flare-up that
caused a conflagration in Sri Lanka; when wisdom
dawned on a jealous barren woman with also an in-
feriority complex; a distinct case of blood-relation-
ship; girl with no wealth to recommend in the mar-
riage market; a child's compassion for the refugees; a

decent-looking man going back on his word to marry
another woman; a shock treatment to a beloved hus-
band about to go astray; a misguided Sri Lankan who
suddenly realised how he was deviating from the path
of Buddha; winds of change; family ties; the
heartrending scene in a refugee camp; poignant por-
trait of a teacher; a stickler for discipline, who lost
his temper; a strange reunion of an estranged couple.

The reader will find in all these tales, assembled from
Sri Lankan magazines the author's commitment to the
short story; her faith in the imaginative reconstruc-
tion of reality that constitutes literature.
-THE HINDU-
12-09-1995

(Review on her maiden short stories collection- Kadavulin Pookal)
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