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POET PHILOSOPHER - PANDIANAR

Pulavar KarunalayaSivan Pandianar was born on 1903-8-9
at Malaiadikurinji in Thirunelvely District, South India. His
father was an Ayurvedic physician who carried on his pro-
fession in Malaiadikurinjl and the adjoining villages. His .
earnings were not sufficient to send his son Pandian to
school for higher studies So young Karunaiayan after several
attempts to persue his studies independently resorted to the
help of some learned philanthropists. With their loving aid and
munificience he was able to continue his studies in pure
literature. But as he admits in his short auto-biography in
Nambi Ahaval his inclination was towards philosophy. This
inclination and hls innate inquiring mind are the factors
which conditioned him and made him what he was later
to be.

He came to Colombo to give tultion to the son of
Mr, Karuppan Chettlar. This son later became Professor
of Tamil at the Annamalai University. In due course cir-
cumstances and his inclination forced Pandianar to bea
teacher in private. This profession suited his temperament
but gave him little remuneration.

When his quest for a satisfying job with fixed remu-
neration did not yield any fruitful result, he settled down
to religious and literary discourses under the auspices of the
Vivekananda Society and other voluntary study circles. He
also gave private tuitions for those who wanted instructionin
religious literature, Saiva Siddhantham and classical grammar.



(16)

He was a short tanned man. His genetic factors, early
privation, vegetarianism and restlessness in quest of truth
would have moulded him in this stature. He wore only a
verty and shawl.  His attire was born cut of his simple
living. = It did ‘not signify anything more than that. His
simplicity reflected his culture, plain living, and a rustic
religious ritual.

His profession in conjunction with his innate yearning
for absolute knowledge endowed him with a keen intellect.
His profound and resourceful memory were his great assets.

He had a very gcod knowledge of Sanskrit. He
had studied the Bhagaved Gita, the Upanishads and Patan-
jali Yoga Sutras.  He had also read the Maha Barata
in Sanskrit. He was familiar with Sanskrit Literature and
grammar. This knowledge helped him place Tamil Liter-
ature and the growth of Philosophy in their proper per-
spective and evaluate their independence and originality,

He was a man of self confidence and Inner reso-
ution. This does not mean that he was commercially
enterprising. His forte was in his resolute adherence to
his convictions. By convictions, | mean his firm resolu-
tion on simple living, avoidance of publicity, unswerving
oyalty to philisophical and cultural judgements of his
own. He lived the life of a recluse bestowing the minimum
care for the maintenance of a married life, He was married
land had two sons Thiruvarul Vallal and Pijnjnakan Chemmal.

RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY

His loyalty to philosophy and religion was of a complex
nature. Even though Adi Sankara put forward the theory
of Nirguna Brahman, he was an ardent, Upasaka, Pandianar
was not an Upasaka but was a_householder. His philosop-
frical convictions were not sectarian but eclectic. He chese
those tenets which were loglically satisfying from all
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darsanas and religions. = This was scmething different frem
his approach to linguistic problems. To a great extent
he was a Vedantist, with his own modificatlons. He did
not believe in supplicating to a personal God. But he
recognized that each man had his own level of evolution and
approach and was very accomodative.

His approach to philosophy was integral. This does
not mean that his concept was similar to thatof Aurobindo.
His integration was within his-range of gleanings from pure
jiterature, religious literature, philosophical treatises in
Tamil and Sanskrit. His knowledge of logic was refined
and sharp. His deficiency was in the field of modern
science. His acum=n was in interpreting pure literature
in a metaphysical way. This kind of perception, that of
going beyond the pure literary to philosophical is not
alien to Tamil Commentators and he followed in their
footsteps.

His knowledge of -the discipline of Raja Yoga was
eclectic as was his philosophy. Even though he was in a po-
sition to identify the modern movements in meditation, he
was well aware of their disciplines. He was in a position
to evaluate the comparative merits of modern, meditative
ways in relation to Satchitananda and pinpoint the relative
wvalues of each of them. The central idea of the modern
movements of meditations was not something alien to him.
In fact he was a staunch adherent to one of them.

He has written and published four books. They are
Nambi Ahaval, Alagiathu, Kathiragama Pillaithamil, and
Ezhini. Besides these works his contributions to works
published by others is also substantial. In this field his
contribution was that of a mentor and editor.

Of his works Nambi Ahaval is the most outstanding.
This work was the fruition of his desire to bring Gita
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in Tamil with his own Interpretation. Even though this
work is an outstanding one in modern philosophical litera-
ture ithas escaped the attentjon of many owing to prejudices.
Kathiragamap Pillaithamil is an original poetical composition
This foilowed the old literary tradition and belonged to
a prescribed literary genre. Ezhini is a research work
published on the occasion of the marriage ceremony, of
one of his students. This work shows the poet’s intense
love for his language and his devotion and admiration
for his motherland’'s (Tamil Nadu) past achievements.

Alagiathu (the beautiful) a work in venba metrica,
form is another original work. He started this work in
‘the style of ¢Ainthinai aimpathu’ and wanted to make it
~a short one. But when he began to write he could not
confine himself with iimited beauty, and continued to un-
burden himseif of his crystallized aesthetic and ethical
conclusions. For him the morally sound is the beautiful.
This was In the tradition of the third Anthology ( Pathinen
Kilkanakku) of Sangam Literature. In one way Pandianar
would appear as unique, but he was one in the Tamil
tradition of poetics and philosophy.

LITERARY MERITS

It is indeed very difficult to assess and appreciate
the achievements of a poet in the absence of a quanti-
tative and concrete output. But the the literary world
should have a way of conducting assement in such cases.
Pandianar’s output In concrete form is not substantial,
‘The question Is, has he contributed to literature and to
the growth of the language ? Has he explained and elu-
cidated difficult portions in literature and grammar? Has
he stimulated original thinking fand promoted exploration
in literature and philosophy. If he has, then his work de-
serves evaluation and appreciation. Such evaluation can be
done only by those who have learnt directly under him.
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1n trying to evaluate his scholarship, education, knowledge
and inteliect, sometimes it becomes inevitable that | may
co-opt my own ldeas as his and evaluate him. " This Is
ineveitable; because | have imbibed so much from him,
| must be frank in admitting that all | have gained in the
fields of literature, grammar and poetry are his. It s
also true that sometimes | have presented grammatical
and textua! problems to him in such a way as to get
what | had in mind as answer. | have enriched myself
so much from him, that it looks ridiculous to say that
1 am co-opting certain ideas of mine into his.

In assessing his achievements and appreciating his
views, | will be brief. It is quite possible that my views
are singularly subjectlve and may not be commonly shared
by other students.

ORIGINALITY

Pandianar was exceptionally original in his approach
to literary and philosophical problems. When | say original
I mean that it is something not thought {before by any.
This originality is not repetetive. It is like a geyser shoot-
ing forth constantly fresh streams of thought. Given a line
in a literary piece, the explanation from him at first will
be above average. After sometimes or after several days the
explanation will not be the same, but something more deep,
revealing and Inspiring. New explanations are not wild
conjectures nor fanciful speculations but solid judgements
buttrssed by literary sources. His originality is the result
of eoncentration of a life-long accumulsted material on a.
particular subject, superimposed with discrimination,

SCHOLARSHIP

His scholarship was vast, voluminous faithful and correc
tive, 1 am not sure whether hehas read all the texts inSangam
Literature, or all commentaries on grammar. Butwhile giving
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tuition he will correct whenever one makes a mistake, in
reading the text. Thisis true even In the case of Tamit
epics: His corrective comments on the commentators wilf
be to the point and eminently convincing, and one has to
agree with hira, In his criticism and reorientation. This is
gest illustrated in his commentaries on Valluvar.

POETRY

He had definitive ideas on poetry. For him poetry
s fusion of concentrated knowledge with crystallized langu-
age. The intensity in both cases may vary in degree
“depending on the literary genre. The intensity generated
in the case of an epic is diffused, but in the case of a single
poam it gets energised. -

His idea is that the more the concept, the ideation and
the inner vision become intense, the nature of the realisation
makes the language symbol itself the more ennobled and
elevated. " His point of vicw is that the language itself has
two symbols. One is the word. the other syntax articulated,
The articulated syntax is not a. direct one, but a derivative
calculus of probabilities depending on the word symbol and
the literary genius of the poet and the reader. While the
word symbols denote and connote directly on a linear basis,
the syntax opens up infinite vistas of conceptualisation. | do
not think that any litterateur can object to thes two
factors operating at the same time as communication instru-
‘ments in literature. Word level is rational, the syntax level
emotionally tinged. But Pandianar has allowed in certain
cases. the language structure to dominate his style in the
field of syntax. - This has earned him a great deal of dis-
-approval in certain quarters.

CRITICISM

Pandianar is of the opinion that in writing commentar-
ies, the Tamil commentators’ approach of expounding the
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fanguage structure, grammatical devices, moral emir\ence aﬁ_d
conceptual parallels is the best way of criticism. His
contention is that they are inseparable companions of a
literary creation. However much the pioneers in strange
literary strategies may chalk out new paths, they haveto
come back to these fundamentals for literary development..
According to him as with Whitehead the style of a poem is
the line of action of the spirit. Spirit is the content of the
poem, it’s measured movement the style. In the abSer.\ce
of true spirit we get anaemic poems with a slow or a galloping
pulse

Another approach of his criticism Is an integrated one.
His idea is that in appreciating Kamban, one has always to
imagine a big canvas, and bring together isolated ar?d. far
distant delineations, word pictures, metaphysical expositicns
and emotional imageries to appreciate the wisdom of
Kamban.

1 did not have much time to study Kamban uncer
him. But in the exposition of Kural we can find Pandianar’s
intellectual sweep, syllogistic chain and multifaceted cross
allusions. ‘

GRAMMAR AND LOGIC

His knowledge of grammar is not based purely on gram-
matical rules. His approach to grammar isbased on historical
growth of the language and comparative commentaries. As
any studentwillknow that partof theTamil grammar espema.lly
rules on conjunction, the first, last and intermediate posit-
ions of letters in words is really based on physiology of pro-
nounciation. Hewasable to show howsomewordsobeyed phy-
sioiogical rules rather than grammatical rules. However he
never allowed the physiology to degenerate Into colloqlul.al.
A clear grasp of Tamil phonetics and classics enabled him
to explain how single words obeyed different rules of con-
junction other than laid down in grammar bocks, This ena-
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bled him to instruct me in coining words. Any keen student
oi Tamil syntax will realise that major characteristics of it,
formed part of loglcal thinking. Pandianar was a keen
student of logic and was in a position to explain how somet

syntactical patterns were really canons in logical thinking.

GLOSSARY

Pandianar’s contention as regards the development of
Tamil ianguage is that it shou!d enjoy an official status and
the state should intervene in the preparations of glossaries.
His approach to coining of words is that the procedure
should have a pure Tamil root as it’s base and that the varia-
tions,in suffix and prefix should have precedents in the Tamil
vocabuiary. As his knowledge of English was little he could
not give any parallel. But once an.English word is given the
root and evolution explained, 2 Tamii equivalent wili imme-
diately be put forward, by him backed by iitertary precedent,
grammar and comparative usage. | am of the opinion that
Pandianar had contributed a great deal towards building
up of words through his students,

CONCLUSION

Pandianar had a seminal mind, a penetrating and per-
vasive intellect. His personality and spirituality blended so
well that it is very difficult to assess him by any one
standard. '

E. RATHINAM
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