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SYNOPSIS.
How are the Infancy
Narratives different?

Infancy narratives are found neither in the earliest Gospel Mark
nor in the latest Gospel John, but in the in-between Gospels of Matthew
and Luke of AD 80s, in their first two chapters. There was a Christological
need for introducing the infancy narratives in them in order to show that
Jesus was Messiah from the moment of his conception. Otherwise
there was room to be misunderstood as he became Messiah only with
his baptism, basing upon the Gospel of Mark.

Except in keeping to the essentials such as virginal conception
of Mary through the Holy Spirit, naming him Jesus, Joseph coming from the
line of David and ‘Jesus’ birth at Bethlehem, the other episodes of ‘Jesus’
infancy in both are totally different from each other. Itis because Matthew
and Luke were very selective with regard to the episodes of birth. Each
one’s theological perspectives and historical necessities determined their
choice of events. The Jewishness of Matthew’s Gospel and the all
embracing universal salvific outlook of Luke are evident in their different
presentations. '

The fact of differences in the infancy narratives in both Matthew
and Luke, in no way, diminishes our understanding of the mystery of
Jesus in his incarnation. Rather they enableus to get a comprehensive
view of the Incarnated Word. ,

Fr. S.J.Q. Jeyaranjan
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The infant Narrative of iJes{‘us

“A child has bpen bom to ug’ ’glsalah 3/6). The God, who is beyond
all time ahd tide, was‘"borﬁ ‘"having bound't6 time as‘an infant. The God,
who is supreme, came towards the human belngs taking the form of a

. child. “Thé word bécame*ﬂeslf What was from the beginning, we have
looked at and touched with our hands” (1 John'1:1). God became a child,
but a child is powerless. He cannot do any assistance to himself. He is

~ dependent on the others around him. The redeemer, our Lord ‘The Word’
was born such a child, powerless and dependent. In order to assert, “For
God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is
- stronger than human strength” (I Corinthians 1:25). God, the creator of all
the Beings visible and invisible, became a child. That child had shaken the
whole ngdom of Herod, the greatest king. That child was visited by the
three wise men who had come from the East. The birth of that child was
announced first to the innocent and poor shepherds.

~ After eight days had passed that child named Jesus was taken to
Jerusalem for the Purification according to the Law: of Moses. When they
- had finished everything requlred by the Law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. “The child grew and bécame
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him “(LK 2:40).
when he was twelve years old the boy Jesus was admired by all for his
‘wisdom because he was sitting among the teachers hstenmg to them and
asking questions. ,

On the whole we know a 11tt1e about the infant narratives of Jesus

. from the Bible as they are recorded in the Gospels of sts. Matthew and
Luke. But there are some apocryphal writings of St. Thomas “The Gospel

of infant Jesus”, another writing of an unknown author” Gospel of child of
Nazareth.” Jesus Christ became a child; that poor birth gives heartfelt
consoling and courageous acceptance to our present less privileged,

, marginalized and handicapped children who are wandering in the streets,

- thrown into the garbage pits, used as child Labourers and forgotten by
. their caretakers. If we, the followers of Christ, are with deep faith in the
birth of Christ Jesus as infant, we must exemplify in our day today life with

regard to these under privileged children. However, He, being the Son of
God, became a child to enlighten us that unless we become like children,
we will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes humble

11ke this child is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.

Bro. A. Christy Ruban Fernando.

@m@uﬂn@ CHITCORIBOIT e 48



Incarnation — for the Human
Liberation

Man is struggling for the liberation from all enslavements. The
liberation does not mean only social, political, economical reli gious
liberation but also spiritual and internal liberation. In his depth, he has a
desire to be liberated. He is created in God’s image and Likeness. As
God s free, man is also to be free. When the first parents sinned they lost
the state of total human liberation. But God promised that he would send
aliberator. That liberator is Jesus Christ who was born from Virgin Mary.

The Liberation of Jesus Christ is the total Human liberation. The
total human liberation consists in internal and external liberation. This total
human liberation can be given by a person who experiences the total
liberation. Jesus Christ is the only person who is liberated. It is clear from
his life, words and deeds. Being the liberated person he gave the total
liberation to humanity and reunited it with God through his death on the
Calvary. :

Therefore Man s liberated, but he is unable to enjoy that liberation,
because he continuously enslaves himself and others by his evil deeds.
When he gives up these enslavements, he can be a liberated person as
Jesus Christ.

Fr. I. P. Thayaparan
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Peace promised by the
Birth of Jesus Christ

The urge for peace is natural in a society which has gone through
hardships and killings. As the people of Israel were in such a state, the
need for peace and liberation from captivity were very much felt. By the
birth of the savior, the Prince of Peace, they believed that their hopes and
aspirations would be fulfilled. Since their expectation was purely worldly
and temporal, it could not be fulfilled by the Lord Jesus.

The peace promised by God through the birth of Jesus Christ was
something internal, spiritual and in no way temporal or external. That is
why Jesus strongly stated “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to
the world” (Mat. 10:34) Peace in the sense of the world is entirely
different from that of the peace of Christ.

Man lost his peace mainly in two ways. One is by breaking the
relationship with God by sin, and the other is he being no longer an
instrument of peace. The Merciful God gives us two ways to overcome
these faults. One is confession; the other is to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

If the peace promised is with us then we will be filled with peace
and joy, (Eph. 2:14). The attitude of self-denial, distancing from the sins of
the world and living for Christ will become our lifestyle. We will then be
the people of peace and the instruments of peace.

Bro. J. EImo. Arulnesan




HOLY FAMILY - A MODEL FOR
FAMILIES

Triune God created Adam’s family in His own image
and likeness in order to share, without reserve, and reveal His
presence, existence and activity. He wanted them to await the
fulfillment of His plans. The first couple shattered this divine
plan.

The ever faithful God willed His own divine son Jesus
to assume human form l)y the power of the Holy Spirit, l)y
predestining‘ Joseph of the tribe of David and his betrothed
wife Mary, to fulfill His plan of “bringing all creation together
in Christ”. He formed the new farm'ly of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.

This family lived a holy life l)y their presence, faith,
Sfulfillment of the divine will and l)y waiting the time of God.
As a Holy Family par excellence, it was marked })y their
mutual love, their trust in God the Father, by their response to
Him })y their way of life, their faithfulness to their duties,
their mutual concern and l)y their vig'ilance about the needs of
their neigh]:ors. In their unique personality, they became the
instruments of the revelation of the love of the Triune God.

Let us, who have become families througl'x the sacrament
of matrimony, take the Holy Family, who lived the life of
unity and undivided love of the Trinity by their humble life at
Nazaret}l, as our model. Thus - let us make God’s clream, that
“one day the whole of humanity become one family" a reality.

Sr. Lumina Paulrajah H.EB.
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Motherhood of Mary

Motherhood is the precious state in the world. Mother is the
- source for a healthy and human society. For me motherhood is
equal to ‘Godliness’.

Mother Mary is a proper and accurate example for mother-
hood. Today’s mothers have very much to learn from her mother-
hood. First of all she obeyed the will of God. It is her self-giving to
God’s will that became the source of her motherhood. When a
mother is able to say, in her personal and family life, “let thy will
be done”, then there will be a healthy and happy atmosphere
in that family.

Mary was happy and joyous even during her pregnancy. Out
of her happiness and fratemity, she went to meet Elizabeth and
help her who was also pregnant at her old age.

Mary not only gave birth to her son, buf also she accompanied
him until his death and even after. She shared the mission and the
sufferings of her son.

Though there were difficulties, sufferings, hardships, etc. in
her life, she faced them without running away from those
challenges of life.

Thus, Mary, in every way, becomes the model of motherhood
and a good example for our mothers.

Bro. S. Jesuthasan OMI
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