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N.S. KANDIAH
DOYEN OoF GLOBAL JOURNALISTS

N.S. Kandiah, considered to be the doyen of
he global journalists, who successfully influenced
world opinion and dominated the global horizon of the
fourth estate is no more with us; but the image he built through the
London TAMIL TIMES over the last two and a half decades has
created an indelible impression to generations to come and will last
for ever.

He belonged to a generation of souls with a high sense of
dedication for the cause they espoused, never feared to say what they
thought to be the right thing, and lived the way they thought to be right
and ideal and were role models for the younger generation. ]

He is an alumnus of Skandavarodaya College trained and
moulded by two popular educationalists of Sri Lanka — Orator
Subramaniam of Skanda and N.Sabaratnam of Jaffna Hindu ( earlier
a teacher at Skanda ). .

Although NSK was a much sought after professional with the
Ceylon Transport Board for a long number of years , his retirement
and migration to the western world made him to take over the
responsibilities of the Tamil Times which he was able to perform with
great acceptance and the journal had a global circulation. Following
the footpath of his respected Guru Sabaratnam, who after retirement
changed his course from education to journalism to be the Editor of
Eelanadu during turbulent times, NSK also changed from transport to
journalism to be in charge of Tamil Times steering it with much success
braving heavy storms.

Yet his greatness was that he was able to mould and shape a
strong world opinion and a sense of awareness on the plight of the
Tamils with a democratic touch in that he apened the platform for
different shades of opinion to focus on how tc arrive at a solution with
justice and equity. The Tamil Times apart from being a journal that
brought out news and opinion on the burning questions of the day of
the Tamils, the last few pages were an ideal coverage of the social,
religious and cultural events of the Tamils world wide, so much so,
that it became an ideal bridge to bring together and develop a “sense
of oneness” of our community that is spread around the globe. His
great worry during his period of ailment was about continuing the journal
which had successfully survived many a storm and that is the fitting
tribute that our community can do him.

< V. SIVASUPRAMANIAM, SEYCHELLE,SJ
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DIFFERENT PROSPECTIVES -

CAUSES FOR CONFLICT IN SRI LANKA

JUSTICE C.V. VIGNESWARAN
(Abstract of the speech delivered at the Tamil Lawyers' Association at London on 10-8-08) - Editor

Sri Lanka today is sitting on the top of a
volcano. There is a cauldron of conflict simmering
underneath sometimes overflowing through fissures
and killing precious lives, destroying farmlands,
residences and places of importance for humanity
and other living beings. What the future holds for the
Country is anybody's guess. Already the Country is
being identified as a failed State. While such failures
and shortcomings are pinpointed by experts from all
over the world the governing elite seems indifferent
to such criticisms trying to make out that the country

\is indeed progressing. Such progress is measured
by the State officials and their acolytes in terms of
long term loans borrowed at heavy interest rates,
area of land 'liberated' and the number of citizens
dubiously described as terrorists killed, maimed or

*injured. In other words the impression created is
that a foreign aggressor is in possession of lands
belonging to the State and its Citizenry and as soon
as the lands are 'liberated’, everything would be
hunky dory. Meanwhile human right violations are
callously resorted to; violence and hatred are
allowed to pervade the body politic as well as its
political atmosphere. That the Country is in a
quandary is only too well known to all of us.

Why do we have this conflict in Sri Lanka?
What reasons have caused such a negative
ambience?

When we, judges, come upon cases that
need to be determined, we try to identify the
different perspectives of the contending parties. We
assess the matters that are at variance and pinpoint
the issues that need to be answered. Thereafter we
run through the evidence in the light of the issues
and the Law pertaining to the matters in issue and
come to-a conclusion. Similarly in this talk today we
are going to briefly examine the different
perspectives of the parties to the conflict in Sri
Lanka with a view to pool our resources in the future
to find solutions to the matters at variance if we
could. | would think that the delay in the resolution of
the conflict in Sri Lanka stems from the fact that
parties to the conflict do not understand or do not
want to understand the perspectives of each other. |
wolild identify four points of view. They are the
points of view of the Tamilians, the Sinhala majority

. or Sinhala dominated Governments of Sri Lanka,
India and the West. Their perceptions are not

necessarily complementary. In fact they are
sometimes mutually contradictory leading to the
exacerbation of the conflict.

The Tamilian Point of View

The Tamilian point of view is no doubt known
to most of you. But it would be useful to enumerate
briefly my perception of it.

The Tamils of the North and East of Sri Lanka
do not consider themselves as minorities. In fact
when the Sinhalese leaders tricked Sir
Ponnambalam Arunachalam in the early part of the
last century to persuade the Tamil Association of
Jaffna to join with the Sinhalese in making a
common appeal for territorial representation saying
that they would reserve one seat for Tamils in the
Western Province and after the British granted
territorial representation they went back on their
promise, the argument the Sinhalese leaders like
E.J. Samarawickreme and Sir James, Peiris put
forward was that the Tamils of Ceylon were not
minorities but majority in their own areas. Therefore
they said the Tamils needed no special
concessions. Thus the Sinhalese themselves at the
beginning of the last century had admitted that the
Tamils are the majority community in the North and
East of Sri Lanka. The Sri Lankan Tamils have for
centuries, even from pre-historic times, been the
majority community in these two provinces. For
some time, like in South India, some of them may
have strayed into Buddhism from Hinduism. But
they reverted back to Hinduism with the ushering in
of the Bakthi cult of the 63 Nayanmars, 12 Alvars
and 18 Siddhas in South India. Thanks to them
Buddhism was more or less wiped out from the
North and East of Sri Lanka and Hinduism and
Hindu culture was firmly installed in the region until
Christianity and Islam joined in later.

Until 1833, the North and East of Sri Lanka
was a separate entity divorced from the other areas
in Sri Lanka. It had separate religions, separate
vegetation, separate terrain, separate climate,
separate culture, separate language and separate
way of life. The regions were governed by separate
Hindu Tamil Kings in the North until foreigners set
foot in the country and in the East, even if they
sometimes came under the Kandyan kings, many of
whom were Hindus, they were governed by Tamil
Hindu Vanniyas or semi-independent chiefs.
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. In 1833. for administrative purposes the
British unified the entire country. That is how the
North-East came to be identified as part and parcel
of the entire island. Before independence, despite
the unification, the British gave recognition to the
individuality of the Northern and Eastern people.
The Sinhalese and the Tamils were treated equally.
Merit was the guiding factor in selection to
Government service. After independence the
predominant community of the other seven
provinces of the South, namely the Sinhalese,
forgetting what their leaders said in the early part of
last century, arrogated to themselves the
nomenclature of majority community, rendering
thereby the majority community of the North and
East a minority of the entire country. So from the
Tamilan point of view they were never minorities.
They were a majority in their own country. But they
were made minorities by a simple mathematical
formula of "majority of two provinces" added to
“majority of seven provinces" was equated to
“minorities of nine provinces". This formula became
very relevant because in 1956 the Sinhalese
language was made the State language of the entire
nine provinces on the basis of this formula that
Sinhalese were majority in the entire Island.

If only the Tamil language was made the
official language of the Northern and Eastern
provinces with English as the link language in 1956,
| would not be speaking about the conflict in Sri
Lanka before you today. Singapore made Chinese,
Malay, Tamil and English as official languages and
today they are a united, prosperous country. Sri
Lanka is said to be a failing country if not already
failed.

When Sinhala was made sole official
language, the Tamils naturally agitated for their
language rights. With Sinhala receiving its new-
status, employment prospects of the Tamils
dwindled. In 1958 a furtively inspired riot against the
Tamils, engineered without much opposition from
the government, saw many brutal deaths,
destruction of properties worth millions and
destitution among the Tamils. That was the start.
Continuous riots and pogroms inspired by certain
ultra-racial and communal forces who found ready
sympathy among politicians of successive
governments in power have sent many Tamil
families to India and other countries. The worst of
these riots was in 1983, which year formed a
watershed in the life and political thinking of the
Tamils. Cars stopped in the middle of Galle Road in
the heart of Colombo and set fire to with the
occupants screaming and soon being scorched to
death by fire, were some of the acts resorted to by
the Sinhalese. Many of you here today left Sri Lanka
after 1983. '

Prior to 1983 three important discriminatory
acts took place against the Tamils. State
colonization took chunks of lands of the North and
East and gave them to Sinhalese colonists from the
South. Then there was standardization from 1971
onwards which affected the Tamil youths adversely.
Saying that the Tamils of the North and East enjoyed
better facilites to study and enter higher
educational fields, the Government brought
standardization, whereby a student from the South
who got for example 75 marks in a subject at a
public examination was equated to a person who
got 90 marks in the same subject from the North.
Many capable Tamil students lost entry into
universities despite heavy scoring at these
examinations. Thirdly in 1981 the Jaffna library,
which was considered the best single library in the
entire eastern world with 95,000 books and
manuscripts, was burnt by governmental forces
destroying very important evidence of the antiquity
of the Sri Lankan Tamils and others. Already the
elder statesmen among the Tamils had concluded
that living in unity as a Sri Lankan nation was
impossible. The cry for separation came in 1976
inspired by all these elder Tamil politicians from all
Tamil political parties. It was at that time that many
movements among the Tamil youths took up arms.
They soon rceived military training from India thanks
to Madame Indira Gandhi. So the armed military
movements among the Tamils were a reaction to
state discrimination and state terrorism. They
initially received military training from India.

Today, under the pretext of dealing with'these
armed groups, of whom the predominant entity is
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, human rights
violations are continuously being perpetrated on the
Tamils of Sri Lanka by the successive Governments
of Sri Lanka. Thus from a Tamilian perspective the
causes for conflict of Sri Lanka are discrimination
and State terrorism perpetrated by the Sinhala
dominated successive governments in Sri Lanka.
Whether the Sri Lankan Tamils existed from
pre-historic times or not, as a community of
'‘peoples’  having  discernible individualistic
characteristics they are entitted to self
determination in terms of the principles of
International Law based on the International
Covenants.

The Sinhalese Point of view :

Let me now come over to the Sinhalese point
of view, which is also perceivably the Sri Lankan
Government's point of view. This view is being
projected by diehard, parochial Buddhist priests and
also by Sinhalese politicians who dare not cross
swords with these Buddhist priests for fear of a
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Echoing the sentiments expressed in the
Buddhist text 'Mahawamsa', written in the 6th
century after Christ, long after the Buddha, at a time
when historical research of the modern sense of the
world was quite impossible, it is said that the
Buddha visited Sri Lanka three times, choosing
Lanka as the' ideal setting for his Dharma.
Therefore, Sri Lanka is said to be the chosen abode
of Buddhistic teachings. Since Buddhistic
archeological remains have been found in the North
of Sri Lanka those Hindu Tamil speaking areas, they
say, were at one time occupied by Sinhalese
Buddhists.

The Sinhalese are said to be the progeny of
Vijaya and his retinue of 700 men who were driven
out of either Madya Pradesh or Orissa from Lala
Naadu and who took control of this Buddha inspired
holy land. Prior to his coming, those who occupied
Sri Lanka are said to be; according to these
Buddhist priests based on their reading of the
Mahawamsa, sub-human, uncivilized, barbaric half
men and women. Therefare they say the entirety of
. Sri Lanka belongs to the Sinhalese Buddhists. They
are the dominant majority and therefore all
minorities must be subservient and accept what is
given to them and not ask for more like David
Copperfield. If you ask for more then the State must
deal with you and cane you. Hence all the State
terrorism so far unleashed on the Tamils is
legitimate punishment and none could find fault with
the successive governments, which have indulged
in such legitimate punitive measures.

The other perception among the Sinhalese
majority is that the Tamils enjoyed privileges far in
excess of their population percentage during British
times due to the divide and rule policy of the British
and such wrongs done to the Sinhalese must now
be avenged and put right.

The third argument suggested by the
Sinhalese majority in recent times is that the Tamils
are living amicably with the Sinhalese all over the
island and the armed revolt in the North and East is
the work of a minuscule brutal, barbaric terrorist
group seeking separation for their own glorification
and fascist -motivations.

Let me deal with these Sinhalese cum
governmental propaganda straight away before
going on to the Indian percéption.

There is no historical evidence to show that

either the Buddha came to Sri Lanka or for that

~matter that so-called Vijaya and his retinue of 700
men came to Sri Lanka. These are fantasies of the

author of Mahawamsa, who was himself a Buddhist

monk who ended each of his stanzas in the

Mahawamsa saying that he wrote this stanzas for

the happiness of the piety. So authors writing with
the definite purpose of delighting their readers by
their text should not be considered as historians.

Again the people who occupied Sri Lanka at
the so-called arrival of Vijaya were not half men and
women nor uncivilized people. There were two
groups of people in existence - the Yakkas and
Naagas, who were of Dravidian origins. Yakkas
were not Yakshas. They were lyakkers or Nature
worshippers -lyatkai as you know in Tamil means
nature. The Nagas were serpent worshippers. The
kings of that time carried the suffix Naaga with their
names according to the Mahawamsa itself. Mootha
Naaga and llaya Naaga are names historically
accepted. They mean elder Naaga and younger
Naaga. There is evidence to suggest that the
ancestors of the present Tamils of the North and
East, who had a civilization common with what was
found in Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa as well as in
South and Central India, were the original
inhabitants of the North and East and they were not
half humans, nor uncivilized human beings. Urns
found in Adichchanaliur in South India and
Pomparippu in the Puttalam area in North West Sri
Lanka show an uncanny similarity proving a
common Dravidian civilization prior to the birth of
the Buddha.

Next, the Tamils did not receive special
privileges from the British. They were found to excel
in every trade, profession and other activities and
therefore received their legitimate dues. Maybe the
Christian Tamils were favoured, but so were
Christian Sinhalese. The Hindu Tamils reached their
top positions by sheer hard work, discipline and
frugality. You may ask how | could say so. Between
1948 and 1956, during eight years of admission to
universities when’ Sinhalese majority governments
were in power, the bulk of the entries to various
fields at the Universities were Tamils. Because
English was the medium of instruction' at that time
the Tamils excelled. It was a common alien
language to both communities and when the playing
field was level and even, we Tamils did well
outclassing other communities. Then, with the
coming of the "Sinhala only" law, discrimination
began to have its effects on the society slowly but

- steadily. In employment if there has been a "divide

and rule" policy being practiced in Sri Lanka it was
after the successive Sinhalese  majority
governments took control, when they preferred to
enlist Muslims at the expense of the Tamils. By the
end of the 1960s the transition had taken place and
the then government further discriminated against
the Tamils by the process of standardization, when
they found still the Tamils did better in competitive
examinations. (To be continued)
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IN MEMORIAM:
Mr. Nagamuttu Sinnaththurai Kandiah
[07.09.1922 - 26.08.2008]

OUR 'NSK' OF TAMIL TIMES

Professor KOPAN MAHADEVA

He and |.met merely at meetings

A few times. Fondest fraternal feelings
Flowered and flourished just the same.
With lion's will and voice, outwardly tame
He served us all, shunning all fame

And cogently made his contribution

For Eelam Tamil-rights redemption,
Becoming reckoned as an institution.

We telephoned each other often times
On business concerned with Tamil Times.
True, TT was edited by engrossed Rajah
But was kept long alive by Mr. Kandiah.
Whenever | think of this tireless worker

| see visions of Swami Vipulaananthar.

As a London degree science bachelor
He'd taught at Skanda, his alma mater
Steered Savings in Ceylon as pioneer
Served as passports-and-visas controller
And was CTB's DOpM, some time later.
We also remember, for UK's SCOT

As a pillar and chair, he had swot.

Sad, it was after everything was over,
The news crept up and came to my door
That this lofty, luminous, gentle soul
Had, days ago, left all in grief and fled.

He is now gone. His great memories, we got.

&sLQrrefl : sowe @asdlu ArHlwed Fups s : Lyl Lrél-guud 2008

NSK's life and deeds should never be forgot!
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Peace of Mind

Solicitors’

Understanding Your Needs
Our Expertise:

» Residential Conveyancing
e Commercial Property Transactions
o Family Law

Matrimonial Disputes, Divorce, Adoption, Domestic Violence,
Injunctions, Residence Orders, Contact with Children Etc.

e Employment Law

Staff Contracts, Unfair Dismissal, Tribunals,
Redundancy, Disciplinary Procedure Etc.
The Total Service for the Employee & Employer

« Civil & Commercial Litigation

Commercially Realistic Legal Advice with a Solid Track Record
of Winning Cases other Solicitors may have given up on.

¢ Insolvency & Bankruptcy

Family Financial Matters, Personal Bankruptcy,
Business Insolvency

o Immigration
Paperwork Made Easy, Help with Student Visas
Helping your Company get the Skilld Staff you need

Several Languages Spoken

Email us at: enquiries@elcsolicitors.com
www.elcsolicitors.com

Well Established Law Firm

f’ﬁym Lexcel 0800 027 8977

St.James House, 105-113 The Broadway, London, W13 9BE
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Rohan Yoganathan have lived in Kingston for the
last 28 years. As an ex-student of Tiffin School, he is
proud and honoured to be the youngest British Sri-

Lankan Tamil Deputy Mayor of the Royal Borough of
Kingston Upon Thames for 2008/2009.

2 He was an active member at Tiffin School and
have represented both the school and the Royal Borough
in the London Youth games 1996. He also have a keen
interest in the science which inspired him to further his
education in Engineering. He completed a degree in
Computer Systems and Electronics Beng (Hons) at King's
College London. He is currently working in the Asset
Management Arena within Local Government.

What he has to say about his election as
councillor?

"l am eternally grateful to my parents for all the
opportunities in life they have given me and | am very
proud of my father Councillor Yogan Yoganathan. | have
lived in Berrylands all my time in Kingston and | was very
honoured to have been elected as Councillor for
Berrylands Ward in 2006.

Young people are the future and | believe: in
empowering and encouraging them to believe in
themselves. Getting involved in the democratic process is
very important to initiate change for a better future for us
all.

My inauguration on the 7th May 2008 was a
special day for my wife and | as it was also our 3rd
wedding anniversary.

My father was a former Mayor during 2005/2006
and | am looking forward to following the family tradition
of empowering local organisations and charities during
my term. My wife Claire will be supporting me as Deputy
Mayoress during the year and we look forward to
encouraging the great work done by you the people of
Royal Kingston."
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- PRANA SHAKTHI / PRANIC ENERGY

Prana is the universal energy of existence and
pranayama is to lengthen the energy. This energy will
be flowing in our bodies through nadis and the major
plexus are the chakras. This pranic energy is actually
born together from the very first day of our birth. Due
to its invisibility, many are still in the ignorance of
the power of this energy. The ability to control this
energy will allow us to maintain and improve our
health tremendously and the most important part is
getting activated with all the major energy points in
our body. "

However, many are practicing pranayama
which is the inhale, hold and exhale process. In
practicing this most of them are merely involved with
breathing exercises rather than a real pranayama and
this will help them only in getting a little improvement
on their health. The reason why we are not fully
benefitting from the pranayama because the person
who teaches us could be just an ordinary teacher
who have learned yoga from another teacher or could
be just a trained person in that particular field without
attaining any siddhi in pranayama.

Hence, in real, pranayama doesn'’t stop here,
but it involves pranic energy, where thie person who
practices pranayama should be able to hold and store
the energy and utilize this energy for various
purposes. For instance forming protection around
them, ability to heal, going beyond mind, performing
subconscious programming and so on. All these can
be achieved through pranayama if the person has
been taught by a master who has mastered the
pranayama. Most importantly the master should

possess the ability to transmit the energy and the art
of holding the energy to the student.

This quickening impulse cannot be derived
from books as the soul can only obtain impulses from
another soul which is the guru, ‘The Master’. Since
everyone is getting the knowledge and starting up
pranayama classes, the truth and the secret of
pranayama is hidden. How are we to know that we
meet the right master? The sun doesn’t require a torch
to make it visible and we need no candle to see it.
The sunrise is the awyareness point of the fact. Same
applies to Yoga Njana Sitthar Om Sri Rajayoga Guru
who is a Satguru and a Siddha (sitthar),who have
attained 8 ashtama siddhis, especially siddhi in
controlling the pran vama over 27 years of research
doesn’t need a torch .0 be visible. With the blessings
of the supreme power, His Divine Grace transmitting
the energy, the knowledge and the art of holding the
pranic energy successfully to more than 200,000
disciples from all over the world, mainly Malaysia and
Singapore at the moment.

This has been going on for the past 20 years
and now the time has come to create the awareness.
The truth stands on its own evidence and doesn’t
require any other testimony. Therefore, this writing
is to give little understanding on pranashakti and
guiding toward actual pranayama to achieve the real
benefit. :

Further details can be obtained on these
numbers: Mrs Manureeta: 07850079928, Mr
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Aadivasi General Secretary (Face Reading) Durga Poojari
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(Astro-Palmist)
S.B. Laxshmana Guruji & Mrs Subaluxshmi
Aadivasi General Secretary (Face Reading)
Durga Poojari is an international Astrologer. He has visited Australia, New Zealand, Germany, South Africa,
Kenya, Mauritius, Singapore & Malaysia and many other countries and have successfully solved problems
of many people. He is in London now. So come and visit him once. He will solve all your problems.

! Please do not forget to enquire your palmistry and star and your future. Intending persons may enquire about
any problems like Promotion, Love, Marriage, Family Problems, Land, Court Proceedings, Visa, Trade, Birth of Children etc.,

Visiting Place:
F.C.C. Super Store, 244-246, High Street North, Manor Park, London E12 6SB
Mob: 07 983 204 697, 07852 506 993 / 020 8470 6564

All seven days a Week 11.00 am - 7.00 pm
Advice can be obtained in Tamil, Hindi and Telugu.
Tel (India) 0091 8742 201 495, 9441 864 523
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