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«Viva” Tamil New Year celebrations
E. PARAMANANTHAN, Kuantan, Malaysia

The annual auspicious “Viva” Tamil New
Year was celebrated at Sri Sithi Vinayagar
Temple-Kuantan  with  jubilation.  Special
abishegam in the morning followed by evening
poorna Kumba pooja and Panjangkam recital.

Highlights of the day was the 3 hours
cultural show organized by Telecoms Malaysia
Hindu Eyakkam Kuantan followed by

Annathanam.

Prior to the cultural event, Telecoms
Malaysia Hindu Eyakkam Kuantan honoured 4
top Tamil students from Indera Makhota Tamil
Primary School who scored 7 & 5 As in UPSR
Government examination 2005, and distributed
30 pairs of school uniforms to the needy
students of the Indera Makhota Tamil Primary
School and Paching Tamil Primary School.

As in previous years, the committee
arranged a spectacular event to celebrate the
night and the response was overwhelming.
Renowned singers and musicians rendered of
traditional modern Tamil songs, Bharatnatyam,
movie songs, folk dance and devotional songs
which were accompanied by the live music of

Rajini Sharma and Sri Geetam band, which was
appreciated by the audience.

Guest of the day was Miss.
V. Pathmavathy Head of Pahang State Women
Wing — Malaysian Indian Congress, was
garlanded and honoured by the organizers.

During the officiating ceremony Miss
V. Pathmavathy commended the Telecom
Malaysia Hindu Eyakkam, Kuantan for the

continuous remarkable achievement and their

contribution towards the prosperity of the
Kuantan Tamil youths. She also congratulated
the committee for putting together such a
meaningful event and keeping the tradition of the
community.

Among the audience were Indera Makhota
Tamil School Headmaster Mr. Govindasamy,
Temple President Mr. Rama Ragavan, Telecom
Malaysia Hindu Eyakkam President Mr.
Ramalingam, committee members of the temple

and various NGO representatives. ¥
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AIR SAVERS TRAVEL

Save Money on your Flights

Low season fares to

Colombo from £315 Chennai £235
Singapore £280 Kuala Lumpur £285
Sydney £440 Canada £175

FREE FLIGHTS TO Madras/Singapore/
Kuala Lumpur/Trichi/Trivendrum in
COLOMBO DIRECT FLIGHTS

Economy Juffna Flights available

We are handling agents for 15 airlines
including British Airways, Gulf air, KLM Air Canada etc.

236, Merton High Street, South Wimbledon
London SW19 1AU
Tel : 020 8540 2226 Fax 020 8540 6131
Mob : 07961 401 260
Email : air savers tvi@yahoo.co.uk.,
Tube South Wimbledon
Visits to Madras, Australia as per status
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New Series Part S

Yogar Swamy

V. MUTHUKKUMARASAMY, BA,,

Part i
ASPECTS OF YOGAR SWAMY

“Wake up the Note ‘
The Song that had its birth
Far off, where worldly taint
Could never reach.
In mountain caves and
Glades of forest deep
Whose calm no sigh
For lust or wealth or fame
Could ever dare to break
Where rolls the stream
Of knowledge, Truth and
Bliss that follows both —
Sing high that note,
Sannyasin bold! Say
Om Tat Sat Om.”

This poem of Swamy Vivekananda
entitled “The Sannyasin” recalls to us some of
the salient characteristics of the Sannyasin —
Yogar Swamy of Columbuthurai.

We find the following passage in the works
of Rabindranath Tagore in his poem on
Sannyasin:-

“The division of days and nights is not for
me, nor that of months and years. For me the
stream of time has stopped on whose waves
dances the world like straws and twigs.”

In his teens the author remembers visiting
Yogar Swamy at his cot at Columbuthurai. There
was the smell of incense and camphor. Flowers
s of various hues, the shoe flower, the jasmine, the
mullai, the red lotus, the champalk,.......... there
. was a deer skin-on it squatted Yogar Swamy.
This scene reminded one of Sage Visvamitra or
Sage Vashista mentioned in the Ramayana —
Yogar Swamy had a flowing beard and his hair
was silvern. His eye was magnetic. People come
with various offering, betel, arecanut, fruits —

mangoes, pomegranates, pineapples-rice and
vegetables. Some came with prepared food-
“pittu”, “hoppers”, “thosai”, “Vadai”, “Mothagam”,
etc. Yogar Swamy would ask the people to be
seated quietly and a few devotees would
distribute the offerings to the rest.

Yogar Swamy had a deep love of God. He
had no narrow “ism” to preach. He wanted to
revive Hinduism by making people to follow the
real ideals of the Four Great Saiva Saints. Great
was his joy when he heard that the portals of the
Sivan temple at Vannarpannai-which was
established by Gopala chettiar during the last
days of the Dutch too was opened for the
Harijans.

Yogar Swamy founded the “Siva Thondan”
paper in 1935. He galvanized the men and
women into leading a spiritual life in North
Ceylon. Today the monthly magazine “Siva
Thondan” edited by Pundit K.K. Nadaraja and
published by the Siva Thondan Society, is a
dynamic force moulding the lives of the people. It
is mainly in Tamil with a section for English
readers.

When Swamy Vjpulananda wanted to
resuscitate the Vaidyeeshwara Vidyalayam at
Vannarpannai, just over a quarter of a century
ago, it was Yogar Swamy who gave him the first
donation of a rupee and blessed this move.

This institution has now grown like a big
banyan tree under whose shade many youths
enjoy a true education with a deep religious
basis.

A “Sivathondan Nilayam” has been
founded at Chenkaladi in the Batticaloa District.

At the “Sivathondan Nilayam” at
Vannarpannai every Sunday there are Yagnas
when “Puranams” are read, “Devarams” sung and
“meditation” is done. In this Nilayam “Sivarathri”
has been conducted every year, as enjoined in
the Siva Agamas.
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Yogar Swamy encouraged journeys from
shrine to shrine. This reminds us of Chaucer’s
stories of the Pilgrim who went from shrine to
shrine walking and telling stories. Nallur and
Sellachchanathi were two of Yogar Swamy’s
favourite shrines. Sometimes Yogar Swamy
would travel by train to the hill country-to
Nawalapitiya and to Matale. In Kingsbury Estate
near Navalapitiya was a Samadhi of a “Swamy”
— who was a kindred spirit with Yogar Swamy.
While passing kandy Yogar looked at the trees
and seemed to have remarked that they were like
Yogars.

Yogar Swamy had occult powers. He
could read people’s minds and read their in most
thoughts. It is said that when Mr. Veerasingham,
the Principal of the Manipay Hindu College, went
with a problem in mathematics to see Yogar
Swamy as he was pondering whether it was true
_ or otherwise. Yogar Swamy told him that he was
thinking the correct answer to it.

The following story was narrated by Dr.
Francis Pillai, a colleague at Forest Hill School in
the United Kingdom to the author. It would
appear that the mother (a Christian) of an
engineer who is now in the U.K. (he likes to
remain anonymous) was deeply worried about
her son, as she had not received any letter from
him for a long time. She begged Yogar Swamy to
find details about her son. Yogar Swamy tried to
dissuade her, but she persisted, So Yogar
Swamy went into a séance and recorded what
the engineer was doing. He found that he was in
good health and good spirits. Then he came back
from his séance and gave an exact description of
her son, his friends, his room and what he was
doing. The Mother wrote a letter to her son about
this and got a letter back which exactly
confirmed what the Yogar Swamy had told her.

The Yogar Swamy used to go to
Vivekananda Press at Vannarpannai which was
close to the Shanmuganathan Book Depot (and
not the present Vivekananda Press). He also
went to Pariariar (Ayur. Doctor) Muttucumaru’s
house (presently the house of Dr. Pasupathy, his
son in law). He visited sometimes the writer’s
father’s press and book depot “Navalar Press” at
Vannarpannai. The men who came in contact
with Yogar Swamy very early, about fifty years
ago, were Kalai Pulavar Navaratnam, C.

Mailvaganam (M. Sri Kanta’'s father), Pundit
Mailvaganam (later Swami Vipulananda), S.
Ambihaipahan, Pandit K.K. Nadaraja, and
several other teachers of the Vaidyeeshvara
Vidyalayam, Vannarpannai came later in
contact.

Yogar Swamy was a magnet to those who
forgot God and who denied God. He instilled
devotion into them. He made people understand
the greatness of “Jnana Yogam”. He was the
guardian of the people, their language and
their faith — the oldest faith in the world.

After the dark days of the Riots in 1958
between the Sinhalese and the Tamils, the
Tamils were forced to come from other parts of
Ceylon, such as Colombo and Kandy, and live in
Jaffna.

This, Yogar Swamy considered. a
blessing. Yogar Swamy was always bold. He
saw the '‘Brahman' in all souls — as Rishi’s do.
His, last words before he attained Samadhi
were:- “| have not given any one any reason to
grumble. | have done whatever | ought to have
done to everyone.”

Yogar Swamy’s legacy to us are:-
“Thiyanakalam” (Translation of the book called
“In the Hours of Meditation” published by the
Ramakrishna Mission.) “Nat-Chinthanai” (Good
thoughts), and a Synopsis of Swamy
Vivekananda'’s speeches (printed at the Navalar
Press, Jaffna, by the author’'s father Mr. K.
Vythialingam). These books are fountains of
wisdom. We find the quintessence of every
system of philosophy embodied in them.

Yogar Swamy attained the highest bliss in
“Samadhi” on the 24" March 1964, at 3.30 a.m.
at the place in Columbuthurai where he lived for
the last so many years. On the next day when
his body was cremated at the famous Thundi
Crematorium where Yogar Swamy performed
meditation at Columbutturai, never did Jaffna
see a larger crowd of devotees of various faiths,
who had come to pay their last homage to the
Sage of Columbutturai.

Yogar’s likeness adorns many of home of
his devotees. Yogar's anniversary is faithfully
observed by several hundreds of his followers, in
Jaffna, Colombo and elsewhere in Ceylon.

Om Shanthi! Shanthi! Shanthi!!! *
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SILK HOUSE

“For your entire family”
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