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RAVIRAJ ASSASSINATION,
A BLACK MARK ON SRILANKA
- UNP PARLIAMENTARIAN

United National Party MP for Kalutura
district, Rajitha Senaratne, addressing an all
party press meet Sunday in Colombo said the
assassination of Tamil National Alliance MP
Nadarajah Raviraj in Colombo has challenged
the people who voice for peace in the South.
The assassination has created a black mark
on Sri Lanka and has paved a way for the
International Community to intervene in the
domestic affairs, the MP said. The Anti-War
National Front (AWNF) in Colombo has called
for a Hartal in Colombo on Monday protesting
against the assassination, extra-judicial killings
and abductions taking place in Colombo and
its environs.

Representatives of the Anti-War Front
have called for a closure of shops and
requested to hang white flags in all shops and
houses in Colombo on Monday.

A demonstration is to coincide with the
casket procession of late Nadarajah Raviraj,
scheduled to take place from Raymond’s
Parlour to Colombo Town Hall Monday at 2:00
p.m. from Raymond’s Florists, Borella. The
casket will be held at the Town Hall for the
public to pay tribute.

More than 120 organizations including
political parties, civil organizations and trade
unions will take part in the event, the
organizers said. ’

A public meeting has also been
organized in Colombo on Monday afternoon.

Mr. Rajitha Senarathne, while speaking
in the press meeting further said, “the
assassinated MP Rayiraj functioned as a
bridge to Norih and South. His murder is a
challenge to people who voice for peace.
Raviraj who also addressed the problems
faced by the people of South, participated in
many demonstrations organized on their
interests. He had many Sinhala friends. He
joined us in advocating the release of S.B.
Disanayake,” he said.

“We see his loss as the same as late
Vijaya Kumarathunghe.”

Mano Ganeshan, MP, in his address
described Raviraj as a fighter for democracy.
“He was killed by extremist forces because he
voiced for the rights of the Tamil nation and
human rights.”

P. Rathakrishnan, MP and Deputy
Minister, said that Upcountry people’s Front
would continue with protest in Upcountry. “We
have lost a good leader of a community who
was also good at explaining the grievances. of
the Tamil people to Sinhala people in Sinhala
language,” he said. : :

R.Yogarajan, the vice President of CWC
said, "the list of killed politicians of North East
continues with the assassinations of Kumar
Ponnampalam, Joseph Pararajasingam and
Raviraj, =~ Government  should  conduct
responsible investigations,” he said.

Dr. Vickramabahu Karunaratne, leader -
of the New Left Front (NLF), in his address,
called on Sri Lankan President Mahinda
Rajapakse to sever his relationship with
extremist forces.

R. Sampanthan, MP, the Parliamentary
Leader of the TNA, T.Maheswaran, United
National Alliance(UNP) MP for Colombo
district, Mano Ganeshan,MP, the leader of
Western  People’s Front, Mr. Rajitha
Senaratne, UNP MP for Kaluthara district,
P.Rathakrishnan, Upcountry People’s Front
(UPF) MP and Deputy Minister, Suresh
Premachandran, TNA MP for Jaffna district,
K.AA. Fayz, Sri Lanka Muslim Congress
(SLMC) MP, R.Yogarajan, MP, the vice
president of Ceylon Workers Congress
(CWC), DR. Vickramabahu Karunaratne, the
leader of Left Front, Kumar Rupasinghe, the
President of AWNF ‘and number of
representatives from other organizations
participated in the press meeting.

Courtesy : TamilNet
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40 Tamil Members of Parliament in India must interact
with 22 Tamil National alliance Members of Sri Lanka

At Pondicherry now legally renamed as
Pudhucherry a reception was accorded to-Mr. M.K.
Shivajilingam, M.P. of Tamil Nationalist Alliance from
Sri Lanka. The meeting was presided by Dravida
Peravai General Secretary N. Nandhivarman.
Industrialist Mr. Ira. Sembian rendered the welcome
speech in poetic form.

State President of Rastriya Janata Dal headed
by Lalu Prasad Yadav at national level Thiru. T.
Sanjivi, Mr. Thanga Kalaimaran of Bahujan Samaj
Party headed by Mayavathi, former Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh, Mr. Sundaramurthy of Nationalist
Congress party headed by Union Agriculture Minister
Sharad Pawar and A. Vanthiyathevan, Publications
Secretary of Marumalarchi DMK were in the dais. The
Organizing Secretary of Dravida Peravai Syed Khader
and Treasurer Narambai Mahalingam were also in
the stage. On arrival NCP leader Sundaramurthy
presented a shawl and welcomed Shivaji lingam. Mr.
Agni. Subramanian Editor of Manitham accompanied
the visiting Parliamentarian.

In his Presidential speech .N. Nandhi varman
said, all Tamils all over the world feel terribly upset
and disappointed because still meeting of the Tamil
National Alliance Members of Parliament with Indian
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister Kalaignar Karunanithi did not
unfortunately materialize. Tamils are known for their
hospitality. We have welcomed all races and made
them live happily in our soil. It is most unfortunate that
the woes of the Tamil people of Eelam could not be
presented to Indian leaders. In Ramayana when
Rama wanted to find out an auspicious time to launch
attack on Ravana, Rama only approached Ravana,
who true to his professional knowledge of astrology
fixed a date though it will be detrimental to his
interest. Such is the nature of the nobility of Tamil
race. Even to listen to the elected representatives of
Tamil people of Eelam if so much reluctance is shown
it does ‘not augur well for resolving the conflict. It is
high time that 40 Tamil Members of Parliament in
India meet their counterparts the 22 Tamil Nationalist
Alliance Members of Sri Lanka and interact with them
to find out a lasting solution to Peace. The voters
must exercise pressure on their respective Members
of Parliament to raise humanitarian issues of the
suffering people of Tamil Eelam.

India must try to persuade Sri Lankan
Government to hold a plebiscite under the aegis of
United Nations and the people of North and East must
be given 3 options to choose. Total independent
Eelam or State Autonomy under Sri Lankan Govern
ment or Tamil provinces joining Indian Union and
becoming 29" State of Indian Union. If out of these
three options if people choose Eelam that verdict
must be accepted by all parties to conflict. In case if
independent State is intolerable idea and Tamils have

to remain subjects in a Unitary Government, then |
think instead of being under Sri Lankan Government,
better they can join Indian Union and become a
province under Indian Constitution. This is only loud
thinking and not a binding suggestion, Nandhivarman
said.

Nandhivarman proposed observance of - 2
minutes silence in remembrance of Thileepan who
gave up his life fasting on Gandhian lines and the
gathering observed silence. He said it is wrong to
differentiate Eelam struggle as before Rajiv and after
Rajiv. For argument sake if revenge had to be taken
India can only punish few and not entire Tamil race.
Nandhivarman recalled that Indira Gandhi was
assassinated by a Sikh and as tit for tat in Delhi riots
nearly 4000 Sikhs lost lives. That is all. The episode
of wreaking vengeance ended. Healing touch was
applied and what more befitting example India can
show other than making a Sikh Prime Minister to bury
the sorrowful events of past. After Rajiv how many
thousands of Tamils were killed in Sri Lanka? Is not
the deaths enough to end the revenge and avenging
of Rajivs death. All nations have faced similar
circumstances but nowhere for single assassination a
whole race is cursed to bear the cross or driven to
catastrophe.

Mr. Shivajilingam M.P. in his powerful oration
narrated how many Sri Lankan governments have
failed to honour commitments given to Tamils. He
pointed out politely to India to take note of increasing
Pakistani involvement in Sri Lanka including 17
Pakistani pilots to fly warplanes over Eelam and the
multibarrel guns and other arms supplied to Sri Lanka
to crush the aspirations of Tamils. Even if India does
not help us if it did not hinder our efforts we will
defeat the combined congpiracies of Pakistan, China
and Sri Lanka. If Tamil Eelam attains freedom, it will
remain as friendly country of India.

Agni. Subramanian of Manitham magazine
narrated the human rights violations and explained the
sufferings of Tamil people in detail. Mr. P. Parangusam
Treasurer of Arignar Anna Foundation proposed the
vote of thanks.

A group discussion followed the meeting in
which many questions were posed to Mr. Sivajilingam
by the people as well as spies send by Indian
intelligence agencies. It was a open discussion with
no hidden agendas and Mr. Shivajilingam reiterated
the inevitability of Eelam as the only solution. The
representatives of many parties of North India came
together promising to persuade their national
leadership to understand the ground realities in Tamil
Eelam. Even a representative from Tamil Nationalist
Movement Ira. Azhagiri participated in the meeting.
However PMK representatives who had earlier given
consent did not participate, may be local body
elections took their time mostly and they had to skip
the meet. *
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Tel: 020 8808 239

ob: 07956 543 071 S.K.Nageswaran LLB

ax: 020 8801 8818 P.Nageswaran LLB(Hon), LLM(Lond) |
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Padmashree .
Kunnakkudi Vaidyanathan & Group

RorrniVonkaton M
Forasu Srindesten Raman

To reserve your seats in advance please contact us:
T Haridas (Chairperson) @& 0777 583 3754
il @ GK Menon 0795 172 7740 & G Sasankan 0777 046 8577

orfor dils & fﬁemberships please ring Centre 4M/Festival-Arts Co-ordinator
020 8470 4402/3 & 0
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