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RAGU TRAVELS

A WORLD WIDE TRAVEL AGENTS

For reliable, friendly and

.| efficient service at

.| competitive rates

O Air tickets

O Travel Insurance

O Transportation

| O Visa arrangement for
| India :

RAGU ESTATE AGENTS

O  Property Management
O  Lettings, Sales

O  Mortgages

O  Construction

Call Ragu on
020 8586 2323, 020 8471 9100

258, High Street North, Manor Park, E12 6SB
Tel : 020 8471 4454, Fax : 020 8586 2489

Advertise in Tamil Guardian
Email info@tamilguardian.com
for rates and details.
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TAMIL DIASPORA

V. SIVASUPRAMANIAM, President, Lions Club : Seychelles

{Continued from Last issue)

SEYCHELLESa group of islands in the Indian Ocean has a
history of about 230 years. A shipload of migrants landed
here in 1770, composed of diverse ethnicity out of whom
five were Tamils from Mauritius/Reunion. Tamil traders from
Pondicherry used to visit for purposes of timber trade fol-
lowed by settlements of Tamils from Tamil Nadu for trading
purposes. Later, a trading community was in place here
mainly of Tamils and many of them got integrated with the
local community. Now there about 4000 Tamils in the trad-
ing as well as in the professions. The organization of the
Seychelles Hindu Kovil Sangam in 1984 and the building of
the first and only Navasakthi Vinayagar temple brought to-
gether all the Tamils to further consolidate and nurture their
cultural and religious links. The annual Kavadi festival is a
major event which is a government holiday for all Hindus.
Cultural troupes are invited from time to time to enhance
cultural values and links. The organization of the Seychelles
Hindu Council, celebration of Deepavali festival on a national
scale and the setting up of a crematorium with government
support are events worthy of note. The Tamil Cultural De-
velopment centre conducting Tamil classes with the support
of the Indian High Commission, the Seychelles Tamil Manram
with its periodical publication of the Tamil Murasu and con-
tributions and advertisements in Tamil in the national daily
are factors contributing to keep the language and culture
alive in this country.

SOUTH AFRICA: Tamil migration started as from 1860, first
as indentured labour and in the first batch 340 Tamils were
there. Now there are more than 250,000 Tamils spread over
in many cities, the concentration being in Natal and Durban.
The 140 years of residence has given them valuable sense
of identity and solidarity and the Tamil heritage has been an
inspirational and healing factor during the turbulent periods
that they have undergone. Now, there is a sort of Tamil re-
naissance and the Tamils there take great pride in their age-
old traditions. Tamil cultural organizations help a lot to re-
cover the beauty of their language and culture. The Kavadi
festival, Tamil dramas and the Hindu festivals have promoted
Tamil oneness. During the period 1900 to 1949 many temples
were built and the rich traditions are well nourished by Brah-
min priests from Sri Lanka. Mahatma Gandhi in all his
struggles for justice and fair play had his greatest inspiration
from the Tamil community, so much so, that he made a spe-
cial effort to study Tamil to express his gratitude to them in
their mother tongue. It is appropriate to recall that a young
Tamil girl of 18 — Thillaiadi Valliammai — was a pioneer in
her support to Mahatma, was imprisoned and is commemo-
rated well now in Tamil Nadu and South Africa. Itis interest-
ing to note that a young South African national was so in-
spired by Tamil classical music that he spent three years at
the feet of popular musician Dr K.J.Jesudas at his home in
India and now his recitals are an exact replica of his master
and has become a globally acclalmed Tamil classical music
figure.

TAMILS IN OCEANIA

AUSTRALIA with a population of over 18 million has about
30,000 Tamils spread out in all the six states but the con-

centration is mainly in the states of New South Wales and
Victoria. There are more than ten Hindu temples spread over
in all the states and Tamil is one of the approved subjects
for the HSC examination and Tamil skill tests are conducted
for children of ages five to sixteen.

NEW ZEALAND has about 3000 Tamils, mostly profession-
als who have migrated on their own. Attempts are being made
to construct Hindu temples and consolidate their cultural and
religious links.

FlJI in the Pacific Ocean had a Tamil population of over
110,000 having been taken there to work in the plantations
by the colonial masters in the 1880s. Out of an Indian popu-
lation of 350,000 the Tamils could number about 80,000 now.
The number who could speak is about 5000 only and an-
other 1000 could write. It is only about 6000 who declare
their origins as Tamils as most of them have got well inte-
grated with the local population. Most of them have lost their
Tamil identity and are Tamils only ih name. The South In-
dian Sanmarga Sangam is the pioneer body that forged the
Tamil culture, Tamil education and the Hindu practices in
the country for a long time. The worship of Lord Muruga is
very popular and many Tamils still go by their Tamil names
such as Pillai, Mudaliyar, Padayadchy, Samy, Naidu and
Gownder.

NEW CALEDONIA and TAHIT! in the Pacific Ocean has only
about 20 Tamil families who are the decendents of the early
Tamil settlers who went to work in the coal mines. Although
they have lost their Tamil identity they are known by Tamil
names such as Pavalakoddy,: Rayappu Veerasamy,
Saminathan and Maria Soosai.

TAMILS IN THE GULF

BAHARIN is the home for over 7000 Tamils mostly profes-
sionals and workers. ¢

QATAR is the home for about 4000 Tamils mostly from Tamil
Nadu. In December 2000 the Qatar Tamil Sangam was in-
augurated for conducting Tamil cultural programmes, teach-
ing of Thirukkural and for conducting Tamil elocution con-
tests for Tamil children.

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (UAE): There are about 10,000
Tamils spread over in many states of the UAE having come
from Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka as professionals and work-
ers in many sectors. There are three Hindu temples in Oman
and a Lord Siva worship facility in a religious complex in
Dubai. Pongal and New Year are celebrated on a grand scale
in Dubai and in a few other states. Recently a Tamil news-
paper “Tamilan Kural” circulates in Dubai.

SAUDI ARABIA and KUWAIT are home for a substantial
number of Tamils who are recent migrants.

TAMILS IN EUROPE

BRITAIN has more than 300,000 Tamils out of whom about
200,000 are from Srilanka.

FRANCE has more than 60,000 Tamils from Pondicherry
and a substantial number of Srilankan Tamils who went there
as refugees. The Tamil electronic and print media radiates
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world wide from there and they are very popular. Many Hindu
temples are serving the community well religiously and cul-
turally not only in the capital but also in the suburbs.

GERMANY has well over 50,000 Tamils and more than half
of them went as refugees from Sri Lanka. Religious fervour
among them got intensified as their numbers swelled. Due
to the inspirational encouragement of Hawaii
Subramaniaswami — the disciple of Yoga Swamigal — two
well organized Hindu temples — Sidhivinayagar Kovil and
the Kannagi Amman Kovil — are in place in Hamm since
1984. According to the journal “Hinduism Today”, the youth
are being well trained in their religion and culture at home
and in weekend schools in rented halls using texts from Sri
Lanka. They even wear Saiva symbols of Vibuthi and Tilak.

ITALY has about 25,000 Tamils, most of whom went as
refugees during the last few years.

SWITZERLAND has about 40,000 Tamils the majority of
whom are from Sri Lanka who went as refugees. Although
they are well entrenched in the country and integrated with
the local community, yet they are actively alive to their Hindu
religious and Tamil cultural links. Temples, cultural festivals,
international conferences, seminars and meetings draw a
large number of the Tamil diaspora from other European

~ countries to the varioug Swiss cities so much so that it has
become the nerve centre of Tamil cultural activism. Tamil
language classes, dance and music classes run by volun-
tary bodies are fast increasing.

NETHERLANDS has more than 20,000 Tamils the majority
of whom are refugees from Sri Lanka.

NORWAY has about 10,000 Tamils most of whom are Sri
Lankan refugees. The city of Bergen is the home for about
400 Tamil families. It has become the centre for Tamil gath-
erings. Yogarajah Balasingam (Baskaran) is the first elected
Tamil member for the city council there.

SWEDEN has a Tamil population of about 2000 and is of
recent origin.

DENMARK has over 7000 Tamils the majority being refu-
gees. There are two well patronized Hindu temples — one
for Vinayagar and another for Abhirami — and the Tamil popu-
lation has got well adapted to the Danish environment

TAMILS IN AMERICAS AND THE CARIBBEAN

USA is the home for more than 300,000 Tamils both from
Tamil Nadu and Srilanka.

CANADA has a large concentration of Sri Lankan Tamils,
almost 90% of the Tamil population — amounting to 300,000.
Tamil is taught from primary to pre-university level and 75%
of them learn the language with interest. The cultural needs
of the community are catered to well by round the clock ra-
dio/television channels and by numerous Tamil publications
— literary and religious. Apart from the World Tamil
Organisation there are many moge pro-active voluntary or-
ganizations keeping the Tamil culture alive and the numer-
ous Hindu temples and churches satisfying the religious
fervour of the diaspora community.

GUADELOPE and MARTINQUE in the French West Indies
had 20,000 and 15,000 Tamils respectively. The migration
was mainly sailings from Pondicherry and Karaikal during
the years 1853 — 1883 and since 1893 almost all of them got
well integrated with the people there. Presently a microscopic
minority of 17 who are in the age range 60-70 could speak
Tamil and one Albert Marimuttu is a standout.

GUYANA in South America had a large number of Tamils in
their plantations since 1838. Most of the sailings were from
Madras and in 1860, 2500 from Madras alone settled there.
Tamils were spread in about 60 towns. Dr Cheddy Jagan
former President and Shridath Ramphal former Secretary-
General of the Commonwealth had their Indian origins.

TRINIDAD and TOBAGO in the Caribbean had Tamils since
1840 and there was a place called Madras settlement near
the airport. They were all plantation workers. There was a
Siva temple called the “Madras Sivalayam” or the Canra road
temple. There was a priest from Gopichettipalayam in 1910.
The Deepavali celebration by the Tamils there displayed extra
ordinary pluralism but over the years they had lost their knowl-
edge of Tamil. Yet, the Tamils over there moved from servi-
tude to resistance and finally to freedom and were able to
retain their self-dignity, preserve and enhance their culture
and enrich themselves.

As much as the diaspora love their origins and roots to the
lands of their birth and that of their ancestors, there is one
core element; a vital bond that holds together the diaspora
of Tamils spread across the globe. That is the common lan-
guage — TAMIL — and its rich and inspiring manifestations.
The Tamil language and the encompassing culture of en-
during values have transcended national boundaries. It con-
tinues to bridge and express all thoughts in writings span-
ning centuries, and into the time zones.

The Tamil diaspora share a common bond that is fragile.
There is an urgent need to restore the primacy in Tamil
thought and culture. It is interesting that there is a proposal
to launch an International Tamil Centre in the USA to create
a global vision for the Tamil population and to meet all the
challenges. A Tamil University and Cultural Complex is be-
ing created to serve the global community of Tamils. The
idea is to foster unity, promote culture, enhance education
and enrich the Tamil language. The headquarters will be
located in the USA. There will be the International Tamil
Centre Complex, University Complex and the Community
Housing Complex. This Centre, in course of time, should
evolve as an ideal centre to co-ordinate and bring together
the valued aspirations of the global Tamil commumty for
greater achievements and success.

TAMIL MEDIA

On a global level, apart from the Tamil orint media which
reaches the nook and corners of the world, the strongest
bond that binds the Tamil diaspora is the electronic media
that has helped to compress it into a tiny village. On this
role, the immense services being rendered by the daily half
an hour broadcast by the ‘Tamil Osai’ from the BBC; the
VERITAS from Manila, Philippines; the round the clock Ra-
dio/TV by the IBC (Tamil) London; Inbathamil Vanoli from
Australia and the web-sites such as tamilnation.org,
tamilnet.com, tamilcanadian.com, xlweb.com/heritage/asia,
tamilnaatham.com, sangam.com are worthy of mention,
among many others.

The Tamil TV, film and music industry have in the past two
decades found a niche market among Tamil diaspora and
their marketability is said to be next only to Hindi films/music
in the competitive overseas market.

(In the preparation of this article, | am greatly indebted to
wivw.tamilnation.org for all the valuable information
obtained.) ¥
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What bensfits can | expect from Fair & Bright?
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Free by Post L

Fair & Bright Cream 50ml £6-99 Each Quantity | Sub-Total
Free for UK Postage
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Qy UPSLINKK

Group of Companies

.upslinkk.net

Qy UPSLINKK INN

Hotel with deluxe bedrooms in East Ham

Tel: 020 8552 7101 E-mail: contacts@upslinkkinn.net
020 8472 2222 \Yeb: www.upslinkkinn.net
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|OM International Organization for Migration

21 Westminster Palace Gardens, Artillery Row, London SW1P 1PR

Liverpool office: 5th Floor. Corn Exchange, Fenwick Street, Liverpool. L2 7QL. Tel: 0151 225 0142
Glasgow office: 38, Queen Street, Glasgow G1 3DX. Tel: 0141 548 8116

Bristol Office: Park House Business Centre, 10 Park Street, Bristol BS1 5HX. Tel: 0117 907 4777

www.iomlondon.org

IOM is an independent, international organization. It is not part of the UK Government.
We will help you to return home only if you wish to do so.

Actions co-financed
by Community Funds
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