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Dear Mr.Balachandran,

I notice that in your first post to me, you have asked me permission to cite that | was the first person
to have two doctorated. You can do that. X

Perhaps you are not aware that | have a third doctorate from Uppsala University. It is an honorary
doctorate because it was not based on a dissertation. A number of published papers on the history of
religion of the Tamils which | wrote while in Uppsala from 1990 - Religion of Tamils during the Ancient
Period, Religion of Tamils in Sri Lanka before 13th century AD, Historical Background of the Manimekalai
and Indigenization of Buddhism, Campantar's religious polemic against the Jains and Buddhists were all
cited to the University for the award of the honorific doctorate which was awarded to me in 1996.

When you discuss about Prof. Thaninayagam, you mention that the scope of Tamil studies has
widened now. | agree wholeheartedly and feel that this degree should be considered a third doctorate
of mine.

I will mention another fact. The International Institute of Tamil Studies At Tharamani, Chennai invited
me as Visiting International Senior Professor in 1980. They designate it as international to distinguish
scholars from outside India. | was the first person to be invited and | worked there in 1980.

I was teaching Hindu, Buddhist and Jain Tamil texts in Uppsala between 1990 and 2000. You can
use this information if relevant from your point of view.

I appreciated your article on Professor Kanapathippillai. On reflection now, | feel that | should have
done more to promote his name.

I will give my comments as | go through your materials slowly.

With kind regards and best wishes,

A.Veluppillai :

(@rasdlpE Dss9s5m auwdlu Cugrdiui Auudelmen uriiushE peaiasTesGo
01-11-2015 yib Slsgluaiy srevwrdlell Lmi eeg Samasmb ol wiorE. @hTeb,
Cugrdiflufler sygor smpduamiw yrisdsdamsi)
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