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Our pope speaks
The True Meaning of Christmas

In Advent, the liturgy often repeats and assures us, as though
seeking to defeat our mistrust, that God “is coming”’; He comes to with us,
in each one of our situations; he comes to live among us, to live with and in
us; he comes to fill the distances that divide and separate us; he comes to
reconcile us with himselfand with one another. He comes in the history of
humanity to knock on the door of every man and woman of good will to
offer individuals, families and peoples the gift of fraternity, concord and
peace.

Therefore, Advent is par excellence the time of hope, in which
believers in Christ are invited to remain in vigilant and active expectation,
nourished by prayer and by a concrete commitment of love. May Christ’s
approaching nat1v1ty fill the hearts of all Christians with joy, seremty and
peace! ;

To live this Advent period more authentically and fruitfully, the
liturgy exhorts us to look at Mary most holy and to undertake spiritually
with her the path to the cave of Bethlehem. When God knocked on the
door of her youth, she received him with faith and love. In a few days, we
‘will contemplate her in the luminous mystery of her Immaculate Conception.
Let us be attracted by her beauty, reflection of divine glory, so that “the
God that is coming” will find in each one of us a good and open heart,
which he can fill with his gifts.

; fP@e fBenedict XVI -
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Joseph - Spouse of Mary

St. Joseph was the husband of Blessed Virgin Mary and father of
Jesus Christ by right of marriage and by legal ties. The name that he bore
in honor of the Patriarch Joseph, son of Jacob, was quite common in his
time.

The genealogies that we find in the gospels of Mathew and Luke,
though they have some discrepancies, show that Jesus, by being the legal
son of Joseph, had a right to be called “Son of David,” a recognized title of
the Messiah.

It is commonly taken for granted, basing on the gospel accounts,
that Joseph and Jesus were carpenters. But the Greek word, tekthon,
like the corresponding Latin word, faber, signifies in itself no more than
“craftsman, artisan,” and could be used of a worker in stone or metal as
well as in wood. :

Art and popular imagination have usually pictured Joseph as an
old man. But this is surely a false idea derived from the stories found in the
apocryphal books. Since the Gospels never suggest that he was still living
during the public ministry of Jesus, he most likely died before he was 50
years old.

Historically, Joseph’s conduct, when he learned of Mary’s
pregnancy, has had three principal interpretations: (1) that 'he actually
suspected Mary of adultery ; (2) that he surmised she was the mother of
the Messiah, and he wished to withdraw in humility; (3) that he was subject
to agonizing perplexity. Traditionally, the third supposition has by far
prevailed.

The first known independent commemoration of St. Joseph occurs
in the 8" century martyrology in Northern France and Belgium. The
Benedictine monastery at Reichenau lists March 19™ as the day of St.
Joseph’s death. After the Saint’s steady rise in popular esteem and in the |
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liturgy, a momentous event in the history of the devotion occurred in Pope
Pius IX’s proclamation of St. Joseph as Patron of the universal Church on
the 8™ of December 1870.

Rev. Fr. P. . Jebaratnam

The Messianic Hope
According to the Scripture

The origin of messianic tradition started from the fall of kingship
in Juda especially during the exile (587 — 537 B.C.E.) Many scholars
believe that the notion of Messiah is intrinsically a socio—political notion
which must be assessd primarily in the historical setting and within the
context of the Biblical idea of kingship. Further this Messianic hope was
developed spontaneously as a solution to a series of problems for which
- there was no direct solution given in the Pentateuch.

The concept of Messiah in the history of Israel is complex. It varied
according to time, place and social settings. For example, it is not clear
whether the Hebrew Bible intended to mean Messiah a future redeemer
as we understand now.

The prophets consider Messiah as political redeemer, a noble king
who fears the Lord and the one who leads his people to ethical and moral
renewal etc. The psalms also speak of the divine deliverance. Some texts
ofthe psalms speak of the hope for the Messiah from the Davidic family
and the Messiah is considered as ideal Davidic king.

The Jews denied the Messiaship of Jesus while the early Christians
had the Messianic hope of the period. The Messiaship of Jesus is entirely
different from the traditional thinking of the Jews. The evangelist John gives
Jesus the title of messiah (Jh.1:41, 4:25) The Jewish historian J osephus
also refers to Jesus as Messiah but he is not consistent in this usage of
term.

Bro. A. Eugene Amalaraj OMI
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Mary and Pious Practices
Marian Devotion Aim

Devotionisa God experience. There are several Marian devotional
practices, carried out by the people, pilgrimage to shrines, prayers, rosary
and sacramentals which are connected to Mary.

Mother Mary was the co-redemptive of the world with Jesus her
son. She joined herself'to the plan of redemptive works. She was pointed
out in the gospel as Full of Grace (LK.1:28), Blessed (LK.1:45) and Co-
redeemer (Gal.4:4). Therefore the church organized several feasts to
celebrate in honor of mother Mary. The Marian devotion was started
since 5™ century A.D. Mother Mary did not abandon her children and the
Holy Fathers but encouraged her devotion through their theological
reflections and apostolic exhortations.

Our ancient Church called Mary as the mother of God and asked
her help and intercession in the midst of their sufferings and struggles. After
the council of Ephesus the Marian devotion spread all over the world and
people venerate her with high and special devotion than the other saints of
the Church. Through the rosary we meditate the mysteries of Jesus and
gain the knowledge of Gospel. Mary herself insisted on us to pray the
rosary through her apparitions. She says that she w111 give special protection
and grace to those who pray the rosary.

Many saints had special devotion towards Mary and showed the
way to have Marian devotion. St. Augustine saysithat Mary was a mother
of reconciliation. St. Basil says “sinners do not be afraid go to Mary when
you are in sufferings and need”. These quotations show the unshakable
faith and devotion of, Mary. Therefore we the children of the Church have
to listen to the tradition and truth of the Church and grow in Marian devotion.

Rev. St. Lumina H.F.B




Mary the mother of Christ in the
Apostolic Exhortations of Popes

Mary the woman of Nazereth who according to the Gospel and
the early Christian tradition as firmily believed, gave birth to Jesus; God’s
entry into the world was made with the divine visitation addressed to
Mary and the free response of the handmaid of the Lord, Thus she becomes,
irrevocably and with her whole being invited in God’s work. Throughout
the passage of Church’s history there have been many Apostolic
Exhortations of Popes regarding mother Mary’s Divine Motherhood, her
perpetual Virginity, Immaculate Conception and the Assumption.

The Popes present Mary in biblical, patristic, ecclesial and
ecumenical perspectives; They all stress upon the uniqueness of Mary’s
 grace which was greater than that of any other human being. God filled
Mary marvelously with an abundance of heavenly gifts of grace from his
divine treasure, far- exceeding all angelic spirits and saints, so that she
excelled with such a fullness of sanctity, that it has no equal below God.

Popes firmly teach their sheep that through the ‘fiat’ Mary begins

to participate in the saving work of her son, so will the whole Church
through her faith share is his work and mission.

Rev. Bro. A. Christy Ruban Fernando
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ngbolical Sear ch: J‘I/larvi,ol,gy
and Woman Liberation

In all religions a kind of deification of the mother figure or feminine
aspect is something specific. When a large number of missionaries came
from the Iberian peninsula to the Tamil speaking areas veneration of Mary
was effectively introduced. This was not strange to the Tamil culture with
the deification of ‘Kannagi’.

In modermnistic and post-modermistic trends male superiority seems
to have an edge and whatever feminine seems to be dependent on the
male domination. This tendency is gradually loosened.

According to the changing signs of the times as depicted by the
American Bishop’s Conference Mary is given a model of a liberated woman.
2" Vatican council and ‘Marialis Cultus’ of 1974 reflect this view. Through
not much is spoken of Mary in the Scriptures what is found there is more
than enough to show that she was a perfect disciple(of Our Lord).

Down through the history we find Mary presented as a model
Virgin, Mother of God, New Eve, as my lady (Our Lady), Birth ofheaven,
Immaculate Conception etc.

- Besides that at present in keeping with the theological background
- of Latin America Mary is given as a poor (working class) Lady.

Pope John Paul IT of blessed memory looks as Mary as the Mother
in the Holy Family of Nazareth in the present context of abortion, broken
families, woman being considered as sexual object, ill-effects of AIDS on
woman and children etc.

In the background of woman’s liberation whatever symbols, art,
statues, rituals, songs, litanies etc. connected with Mary have to be re read
or reviewed.

Rev. Fr. S.F. Kirupananthan
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‘Jesus’ Birth: Holy innocents
Yesterday and Today

Above all others, Christ-birth, is giving life to history and leading
into newness. The innocent children were the first martyrs for Christ. Many
scholars see the Mathean account of magies as a fiction. Jews were
expecting the Messiah for whom the magies were searching, Herod, the
power-seeker was disturbed by the birth of the Messiah.

According to St. Matthew this massacre is seen as the fulfillment
of the Old Testament passage: Jer.31:14. By the signs, presents and
statements of Herod, we see the greatness of the Messiah. According to
Eronimus and Augustine the whole innocent children are being remembered
for such along time, as they witnessed to Christ without knowing him, by

“their death.

At present many children are being killed because of the modern
scientific, technical “development” and by the natural disasters, like the
Tsunami. They also are indeed Holy Innocents. Every child is born with
right of life and dignity. They are to be nurtured as they are the gifts of God
and they live for God.

Rev. Sr. Arul HEB
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Family is an institution of sharing love and relation and also the
past of society. It is the house of formation in constructing the new world.
The whole growth of the world depends on the very growth of a single
family. So the family as such is prior and important to the well-being of our
world.

Mary, the mother of God, was born and lived in a family, and it is
said that she was brought up with the guidance of parents in faith and
relationship with God. And there after she brought Jesus up very well, as
she herself was by her parents.

' Though she was to face many trials in this world, she offered
everything to God.

Thus, the Holy family in Nazareth became well-known and
exemplary among the all families in the world. Since she was very committed
and faithful to her call, she was always beside Jesus in his earthly mission
of redemption. The life of Mary from her birth to death is exemplary to all
of us. So let us we follow her model life.

' 91{11'. S. Pancras
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St. Cyril of Jerusalem

Bishop Doctor (A.D. 315- 386)

St. Cyril was born in 315A.D. at Jerusalem and he received a
profound education. He was ordained priestin 345A.D. In 348 he gave
his first work “Catechetical instructions” to the candidates for Baptism
and the seophytes. He become bishop after S. Maximus in 350AD.

For a long line Cyril displayed an attitude of reserve towards the
contemporary dogmatic Controversies. In his book “Catecheses”, he
opposed Arianixm. He worked together with At. Athanasius against the
controversies. He was three timex expelled from his See. His last cxile
was for about eleven years. In died in March 18, 386 A.D.

St. Cyril was neither a man of Superior intellect nor an Original
writer but he was a cafechist and a famous preacher.

There are series of instructions addressed to the catechumens and-
the newly baptized in order to explain to them the creed and the sacraments,
especially baptism, confirmation and the Eucharist. Besides these he was
a wonder worker.

Rev. Bro. A. Justin
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