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(Donald Trump’s press con-
ference Wednesday morning
was an hour-long demonstra-
tion of oligarchic arrogance
and contempt for democratic
principles that has no parallel
in modern American history.)
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confrontation

Lucas Jackson

o I
Source:http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/donald—trumps-
press-conference—press-confrontation/

Donald Trump’s press conference was a press

President-elect Donald Trump called on reporters during a news
conference in the lobby of Trump Tower. Photo by REU TERS/

C_yibt’1 [Hpiaisiid
(Trump Organization)

ugdfenswnen anl LS
Shanes 9SS mHevId, 26vTT
Hudurs CaibllsBssU
UL @ emen eu e Sy gmew
suewfla HlnauesTomes LyOLI
Bmjeuerigeng (Trump Organi-
zation) ojeurg Qe
& eia6T O\L_resrmedL 2g9efl
wit wHmib erflé (Donald Jr.
and Eric) gp#CGuinyg Hlieun
sden S Osneu® B
S Lrusener jeuir iplel
ushHENw smesTors Pmb
B8l WSS LTbl F560 2.5
HBuns yie Hifeuns
Qummiysefled @ mbaib
edev@eunt, HCaCaiememuiled
Argres o Mepwwneni b
seveng Sjeuit GugmiauT.

( The occasion for the press
conference was the president-
elect’s announcement of plans
to put the Trump Organization,
his main business entity, under
the management of his two
sons, Donald Jr. and Eric. The
senior Trump would step down
from all formal management
roles while retaining his status
as the principal owner.)

Bibs apuTGEsT HPABH
SNih (PEIICTITET STF S
srilgemed @ BewrrL_smed
auemioufstn Ca6555n &8 61667
LSTES &6TTg&s LS DS:
SiFTeugl, Belern sTeVsL LS
Sl epeuGouni (ALY F::
eSSl b, ETbEeTe LiGTuTd:
SNTISET 6TTLISMH(S S| LMD
U@, udrhsreT HeOss
sepsdleanLuleoner Gorged
senen (conflict of interest)
SN ILGHEHNEHS SrhiseT Clens

BIEBET M SMS WD @D
SeoTemmea| SDESLL D6
ufev emeuss HiupbHesLL
(h\eiTemeuTiT.
(These arrangements have been
denounced by former government
ethics officials as a travesty of
longstanding norms. every US
President in the modern period,
no matter how wealthy, has
been compelled to place all his
assets in a blind trust to prevent
overt conflicts of interest.)

{Donald Trump's Real Net
Worth: $3.5 billion

By Aaron Hankin | Updated
November 9, 2016 — 9:29 AM
RS
Source:
dia.com/
In May, Trump released his
Personal Financial Disclosure
(PFD) forms with the Federal
Election Commission (FEC).
In true Trump fashion, he was
quick to let everyone know. “I
filed my PFD, which [ am
proud to say is the largest in the
history of the FEC," Trump
said.The PFD revealed Trump
had: .

At least $1.4 billion in assets,
which includes 40 Wall St, the
Trump Tower, golf course

http://www.investope

resorts in Florida, NY, NJ and
Scotland and an aircraft, all
which are valued at over $50

- million.

» Over $300 million in income
from the golf courses and
resorts.

« Over $100 million in rental
income and sales from his
property.

* At least $25 million in
Blackrock's Obsidian fund.

« Liabilities, which include

debt of $50 million or more on
each of the following; the

Trump Tower, 40 Wall Street,

Trump National Doral, Trump

International Hotel and Trump

0Old Post Office.

Forbes recently reduced its
estimate of Donald Trump's net
worth to $3.7 billion, down
from $4.5 billion earlier this
year. Forbes said the softening
of the high end retail and
commercial property market in
New York City is to blame for
the $800 million reduction. In
their reassessment, Forbes
looked at 28 assets of which
they said 18 had declined in
value since the last estimate.}
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(The event was dominated,
however, by the issue of alleg-
ed Russian hacking of the Dem-
ocratic National Committee and
the Clinton campaign during the
2016 elections, with many que-
stions relating to a document
containing unverified allegatio
ns that the Russian government
collected compromising mater-
ial on-Trump with an eye to
future blackmail.) :
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Banes g6 elliFansams,
&.20.67. D60 2_6T16T | Z60T Fonl
Lneflae auprudlul oy,616wTmHI
seflest 1551 soLWILHSS (Pl
Qeudsgisien Gurlevib, eury
AmsE L Hicunagsler Bs)
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( While the. Democratic Party
has chosen to center its critique
of Trump on material provided
by its allies in the CIA, the real
assault on the public embodied
in the incoming administration

was visibly demonstrated at
" the news conference.)
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(A significant portion of the
event was given over to
Trump’s legal advisor, who
declared that the ' “business
empire built by President-elect
Trump over years is massive,”
and proceeded to explain why
conflict-of-interest statutes do
not apply to Trump. She
assured the American people
that Trump “is not exploiting
the office of the presidency for
his personal benefit.”)
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{Trump aides piled up hun-
dreds of manila folders allege
dly comprising documents sho -
wing the various arrangements
to be made with respect to the
Trump Organization. While
the president-elect boasted of
his wealth and success, he rei-

terated that he is exempt from
conflict-of-interest rules (due

to an obscure 1978 law passed .

to retroactively legitimize the
free pass given to billionaire
Nelson Rockefeller when he
was appointed vice president
by Gerald Ford in 1974).}
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(Trump was not just citing a

 legal technicality. He was decl-

aring the complete immunity
of the capitalist oligarchy from
the laws and regulations that
apply to the general population.
All laws and democratic prin-
ciples are subordinate to oligar-
chic privilege.)
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( Insisting that he had the right
to do whatever he wanted, Tru-
mp at one point declared: “As
President, I could run the Tru -
mp organization, great, great
company, and I could run the
company—the country. I’d do
a very good job [at both], but I
don’t want to do that.”)
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( The Freudian slip, mixing up
“company” and ‘“country,”
was the most revealing mo-
ment in the press conference.
For Trump, the “country” and
the “company”—and, more
the oligarchy—are
one and the same.)
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