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SYNOPSIS

The Priesthood is the love of the heart of Jesus
Pope Benedict XVI

(The summary of the letter of his holiness Pope Benedict XVI proclaiming
a year for Priests)

I have decided to inaugurate a ‘year for Priests’ in celebration of the 150*
anniversary of the ‘dies natalis’ of John Mary Vianney. the patron saint of
parish priests worldwide. This year meant to deepen the commitment of all
priests to interior renewal for the sake of a stronger and more incisive witness
to the Gospel in today’s world. ‘The Priesthood is the love of the heart of Jesus’
the saintly Cure of Ars would often say. This touching expression makes us
reflect. First of all, with heartfelt gratitude on the immense gift which priests
represent, not only for the Church, but also for humanity itself.

The Cure of Ars was very humble yet as a priest he was conscious of being
an immense gift to his people “A good shepherd, a pastor after God’s heart, is
the greatest treasure which the good Lord can grant to a parish, and one of
the most precious gifts of divine mercy”. He spoke of he priesthood as if
incapable of fathoming the grandeur of the gift and task entrusted to a human
creature: “O how great is the priestl.. If he realized what he is, he would die..
God obeys him, he utters a few words and the Lord decends from heaven at
his voice, to be contained within a small host..”

To the Holy Virgin I entrust this year for Priests. I ask her to awaken in the
heart of every priest a generous and renewed commitment to the ideal of
complete self-oblation to Christ and the Church which inspired the thoughts
and actions of the saintly Cure of Ars. Our faith in the Divine Master gives us
the strength to look to the future will confidence. Dear Priests! Christ is counting
on you. In the footsteps of the Cure of Ars, let yourselves be enthralled by him.
In this way you too will be, for the world in our time, heralds of hope
reconciliation and peace.

Bro. J.Elmo Arulnesan

QELIAIDUIT - RASbLT 2009 \\\ @emButuisy G revmidh st



Discipleship Pristhood of Jesus

In this year which is dedicated for the priests, I would like to write this
essay under the title of Discipleship priesthood of Christ. The theme of this
essay is the answer for the question of who do you say I am? (Mk8:29) The
question which we are asking now in our situation, was asked by Jesus Christ
2000 years ago. So it is very helpful to the priests to deepen their priestly
dedication. Let us search who is Jesus, in the experience of Baptism, in the
experience of dwelling among the people, in the experience of discipleship, in
the experience of the cross and in the experience of resurrection. And by the
help of these thoughts let us take efforts to come to know the real meaning of
discipleship priesthood of Jesus Christ.

Rev: Fr. Jerad de Rosario

Thoughts of the Laity in the year for Priests

This year for priests paves the way for the priests to examine the ministry,
to understand the pros and cons of their life and to continue their journey
with the renewed spirit. At this moment, it is the duty of the laity to join them
and work with them towards the same perspective.

The Lord, who calls in the womb of the mother continues to choose a few
to continue his ministry of the word. And they paid heed to his call and received
the proper formation and they continue the holy ministry of Jesus Christ.
They try to be faithful to their call even in the midst of challenges. The Lord
who holds that ‘I have chosen you’ is with them and he is leading them.

This year, while the Laity, in a special way are determined to work with
the priests and continue to pray for them, the priests need to pay heed to the
aspirations of the Laity.

MrA.S. Augustin
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A Priest is called to be ...

The priesthood of Christ was different from that of all pagan priesthood
and from the Levitical priesthood of the family of Aaron. As we see in the Old
Testament and in pagan religion the priest and victim were distinct and seperate.
In our Lord, victimhood and priesthood are united inseparably. In the Old
Testament - The Jews offered bulls, goats and sheep. Our Lord differed from the
old Testament priesthood, not only that of Aaron but also all other priesthood.
He united in himself the priesthood and Victimhood.

Our priesthood is very closely related to the Eucharist. The Eucharist reminds
us that we are victims. The Eucharist invites us to have both life and death,
pristhood and victimhood.’

Bro. EMathanraj

Priesthood ? or Discipleship?

Our Pope commenced this year as ‘the Year for the Priests’. In this milieu
we need to think of ‘what is the Priesthood? What does it give to the society?
Today’s priesthood is tallied with the priesthood of Jesus christ? What is the
mentality of the Laity towards the ‘priests’ and ‘Priesthood’? This is the subject
matter of this article.

Priesthood is the discipleship. Our Lord, set an example for priesthood by
his words and deeds. It is none other than service of a humble heart. He
washed the feet of the disciples at the peak of his ministry. It is indeed the
identity of the priesthood.

Priests are the ministers of the word. Enough examples could be seen in the
Bible where the disciples gathered together for prayer and for the ministry of
the word. Therefore the priesthood is the ministry of service, ministry of the
word and the ministry of the faithful. On the whole it is the disciple - ship of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Rev. Fr. Nesarah
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I the Zeal of the Priests

Pope Benedict-XVI declared this year as the year of Priests, in remem-
brance of a French Priest, St. John Mary Vianney’s 150th death anniversary.
He is the Patron of Priests. In this year, we have to pray specially for Priests
for their holy life and collabrate in their, services.

I like to write of another French priest Peter Bienvenue Noailles (P.B.N)
who founded the Holy Family Association. He had a good vision. He dreamed
to build a big family of God. He dedicated himself to God’s service and became
a priest. He helped the Parish children in their catechetical classes.

On the 13th of September 2009, the Holy Family Sisters of Jaffna published
a book ‘Muthana sothu’. Priceles Heritage -A collection of letters in French
from our 1 missionaries, in remembrance of the dawning of the 150years of
service in Ceylon. We can read in this book how the Bishop of Jaffna, Sameria
(OMI) prepared the people and priests, by his circular letter in the year 1860.

Bishop Sameria’s Letter (1)

No one will be more suitable to form young girls than religious sisters who
are holy and possess all good qualities. These religious women filled with
courage, have given themselves to God, to be holy in body and spirit in order
to be concerned only with the things of heaven... (1Cor7:34ff). In Pathukavalan
Paper, we can read about Pope Benedict-XVI* letter “Caritatis in Veritate”.
Our Tamil people are suffering a lot in IDP camps, like the people in the French
Revolution...

Sr. Bridget Saverimuthu, H.F.
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A Great day that unites the
earth and heaven

“He has raised up a might saviour for us... to give light to those who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of death and to guide our feet into the way of
peace” (Lk. 1:79)

The word Emmanuel means “The Lord is with us” (Is. 7:14; Mt .2:22-23)

The very expression of this word consoles us amidst the years of pain and
suffering. The simple faith of our people in God and their correct understanding
of the Christian doctrine “salvation through suffering”, give them the boost to
go ahead in their daily struggles. Jesus comes to the earth to give us the complete
human freedom which entails primarily (spiritual) inner freedom along with
socio, religious, political freedom, inother words the salvation of humankind
which, on the part of Jesus, has already given to man at calvary through his
passion and death but that is yet to be realized by man on his part.

Jesus through his incarnation shows his solidarity with the suffering people.
The birth itself takes place in a moment of displacement and in a manger and
the same experience follows Jesus even after words because of the tortures of
King Herod. This idea is detailed by St.Paul in his letter to Philippians 2:6-8.
Therefore the preaching of mission and even the whole life of Jesus is in
conformity with our painful experiences except sin. He comes to the earth as
a king of peace (Is. 9:6). He freely gives his complete and permanent peace to
those who deserve it. So the people who are worthy of it and really thirst for
it will receive it as a gift of the incarnated Son. We too can receive the gifts of
peace, joy and freedom when we are united to Jesus in our daily life. Jesus
who tasted the human suffering, will grant his gifts, and graces to us especially
to the people who are confined to the IDP Camps. Let us also share the same
gifts with our fellow brethren.

Bro. S.Arud Kumaran
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St. John Mary Vianney

St.John Mary Vianney is an example to Parish Priests clergy. He was born
on the 8" of May 1786 in Lyons in France. When he was thirteen, he shared
his desire with his father to become a priest. Because of this, he went to the
Catholic school of Ehul. Latin was the chief obstacle to obtain help to acquire
a sufficient knowledge of Latin. Monsignor Courbon knowing the extra ordi-
nary fervour of John resolved to ordain him.

John Mary Vianney started his first mission at Bally. Then in 1817 he was
sent to Ars because the authorities thought that so dull a priest would be more
at home among illiterate peasants than in a more fashionable parish. But he
became a household word through out the world. Thousands of Pilgrims made
their way annually to Ars for spiritual advice. He was famous for hearing
Confession. -

Finally, his mission ended on the 4" of August, 1859. Vianney was canon-
ized by Pius XI in 1925 In 1929 Pope Pius XI declared him as the principal
patron-saint of Parish Priests clergy through out the world.

Bro. A.Paul Anakklif
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