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1. New Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 7 Pg 1106-1113.
2. F.L. Filas, The Man Nearest to Christ : Nature and Historic
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/ he woed of god
/» the mission of the church

“So shall my word be that goes forth them my mouth; it shall
not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and prosper in the thing for which I sent it” (Is.55:11). ©

The Church professes to be constantly called and renewed by the:
word of God. To proclaim this in a loving and forceful way, she first assumes
- acontinual stance of “reverently listening” to the word of God. Inthe process,
she is intimately struck with wonder and accepts the word with a humble
and trustful faith, after the example of Mary.

The word of God in the mission of the Church can be looked in two ways:
1) Word of God is the ultimate source of the Church.
2) Word of God is the instrument of the Church.

Firstly, drawing on the power of the word is a constant element of
the People of God. This can be seen from the time when the prophets
spoke to God’s people, Jesus spoke to the crowds, and the disciples and
the apostles spoke to the first community, down to the present. Therefore,
the Church is constantly nourished and lived by the word of God.




Secondly, St. Paul’s prayerful desire, “that the word of God might
spread and triumph” (2 Thess. 3:1), is being fulfilied and expressed in many
ways, in a variety of places in the life of the Church. This process calls for an
attentive faith, apostolic dedication and a sound pastoral care which is ongoing,
creative and capable of enrichment from shared experiences. A present-
day necessity, recommended to every community in the Church, is a pastoral
life based on the Bible, or better, one with the Bible as its ongoing inspiration.

“Your word is a lamp for my step, a light on my path” (Ps.
119:105). The Lord desires that his word enlighten, guide and bring comfort
to every aspect of the believer’s life, regardless of personal circumstances
or situations.

Rev. Fr. J. Mathy Ilamparithy

L vangelization in affna

Evangelization is the duty and the right of the Church. The very mandate
is given by Christ directly to the Church. Since ever then she is very active in
the field. Jaffna is a war-tone area, being devastated by war for about three
decades. Poverty, sickness, death-threats and kidnappings are normally of
the area. The question is, how to carry out Evangelization in this milieu?

We need to consider the four ways of evangelization; evangelizing
by presence, through animations of the temporal world, inter-religious
dialogue and ecumenical movements and evangelization by proclamation.

Proper evangelization of the Church consists in the witnessing life
i.e. deep faith in Christ. Secondly we need to love the people whom we are
to evangelize. Obedience to the Magisterium and committed discipleship
are the further vital elements of evangelization. The past missionaries of our

land have left us a deep life example to follow in their footsteps.

Rev. Bro. A. Eugene Amalaraj OMI




7 he YWord of God in the Aoly
JRible and in the “Vedas

“Every word of God proves true;

He is a shield to those who take refuge in him

Do not add to his words,

Or else he will rebuke you, and you will be found a liar”
(Prov. 30 : 5-6)

Word of God is the most profound gift of God to man. In this digital
world all values seem pragmatic to men. Every day knowledge grows and
changes, but to understand the Truth men have no source than the word of
God because Truth doesn’t grow or change.

The Sacred Scriptures are filled with the word of God which is
eternal, never dies and never returns empty. In the Old Testament God speaks
to his people thrdugh patriarchs, leaders, prophets, judges and kings. They
_ treasured the word of God because it was equivalent to God.

In the New Testament we see the Word of God in the human form
of Lord Jesus. This Word fulfilled all what the Old testament foretold. Not
only he had the revelation, he himself was the reveiation par excellence.
Hence he becomes the apex of all Truth. (Tn 14:6)

On the other hand in the Eastern literature there are many wonderful
sayings and insights about the Word of God. The ancient Vedas calls it vic
and pictures it as the other side of ‘Brahman’ the Prime Being. The vedas
says that this véc is the source of all creation and viic is eternal. The vac is
portrayed in a feminine character to show her total submission to the “One”;
vic being the mystery and centre in the very core of realities, becomes the

soul and vital principle of the entire universe. It is interesting to see that some
Biblieal truth sparkle in the Vedas




“The Lord exists for —ever,
Your word is firmly fixed in heaven” (Ps. 119 :89)

“The word, imperishable, is the first born of Truth,
mother of Veda and hub of immortality...”
TBI1I8385)

Rev. Bro. M. Jehankumar Coonghe O.M.1

7 he  /ibevation,
the bieth of Christ brings

Every Christmas brings a new message for us. The birth of Jesus
was already known by many scholass and prophets.

Since man is composed of body and soul, the factors which influence
these facilities also curtail man’s freedom. Jesus was born to free mankind
from these internal and external bondage.

The Greeks had the idea that the world which we see is only shadow
«and the power which holds things together is the logos, world soul. Man
gradually began to see the world as evil. But on the contrary St. John says
that God sent his only son (logos) to the world which is not evil. The birth of
Christ in the world is an example to say that the world is good.

The peace which the birth of Christ brings is assured to the pure of
heart. The birth of Christ brings deliverance from our sufferings only if we
are pure in heart.

Bro. A. Justin




= osephology

Josephology is the name for the theological study of St. Joseph’s
dignity, mission, and prerogatives. Fundamental to the Saint’s position is the
fact of his true, virginal marriage to the mother of God.

Father — Son relationship of St. Joseph and Jesus is unique in an
analogous and wide sense but still a true fatherhood in thie moral order.

Joseph’s actions in naming Jesus and in protecting, accepting and
supporting both Mary and her child indicated that Joseph was the head of
their household.

St. Augustinl presents the entire modern doctrine on the fatherhood
of St. Joseph even though he does not develop it fully. ;

Although liturgical rank does not indicate the relative holiness of a
Saint, one can say that in practice the Church venerates St. Joseph as second
in holiness and dignity only to Mary.

No sound grounds exist for claiming that Joseph was conceived
without original sin.

Many Catholic theologians present the assumption of St. Joseph as
aprobable opinion of several centuries standing.

Rev. Fr. PJ. Jebaratnam




“Christian Aope”

(The Second Encyclical of Benedict XVI)

Hope is the foot one uses to advance toward future goods. The
opposite is despair. And the one without feet despairs.

The image of the final judgement is not a terrifying image, but an
image of hope in Christ, our advocate. Hope develops itselfin two dimensions,
like the two arms of a cross. They do not stay in themselves, but project
themselves into other, like salvation or sin, which is not individual. No one
lives alone. No one sins alone. No one redeems himself alone.

aith that is hope, which places its trust in God the Father who can
neither be deceived, nor deceive us. False hope leads to fatal destiny.

Hope, therefore, transforms all personal, social and religious spheres.
One who hopes becomes an entirely different person. Christian hope is
invoked in a prayer to Mary, the “Star of the Sea”, which shines above us
and guides us on our path; that should be run with the feet of hope.

Rev. Bro. T. Quinson Fernando
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