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Mother - "he Divine Light in a family

Mothers are the -rs of a nation’s fortune and misfortune. A
mother’s love is s _me — without reason — without strings attached
and 1t i1s endless & ne ocean. The Hindus consider motherhood as
“Shakthi”. Hinduisr emphasizes the fact that you gain more merits
by paying obeisance to your mother, which outweighs the merits
gained by going to the temples. Nothing is equal to a mother’s love
and affection. The glory of our Hindu culture is portrayed through a
mother: as such a mother 1s undoubtedly the divine light in a family.

The mother and the baby in the mother's womb act and react as a
single person and the baby is entirely fed by the mother as part of her
own life. Even after the child is born, it looks to its mother for its
existence and growth. It 1s the mother’s milk, her loving and tender
care and her warmth that enable the child to develop its body, mind
and spirit. The mother moulds the life of her child and shapes its
character into a perfect model of ideal conduct. The sapling can be
helped to grow straight but once it 1s grown into a tree and if the
trunk 1s crooked. 1t cannot be made to grow straight again. It is
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beyond correction. In the same way, a mother brings up her child by
channelling him in the correct path.

Why i1s a mother held in high esteem in all religions? A mother is the
embodiment of love, patience, and tolerance. As her child is her own
flesh and blood, her affection towards her child is boundless. She
shows abundant love and warmth that no one can prevent or
confiscate. She is willing to share her child’s joy and sorrow
expecting nothing in retum. She is always gentle and caring, always
with a warm affectionate smile. She teaches the child the wisdom to
judge right from wrong — and good from bad. She teaches the ch:id
to believe its own self, build up confidence, and never to g * up
hope. She is a person on whom you can always depend onand = uid
be backed up but never be let down under any circumstan A
warm ready smile, a kind thoughtful deed or a hand outstretc n
times of need, will always change the whole outlook of a chilc

What is mother’s love? It cannot be described in words. Every - n:id
who 1s bomn into this world, experiences the more precious affection
of the mother. It is like a flower whose fragrance swestens
everything that comes into contact — the true and genuine love that
never fades through sun or shower. To be precise, the mother is the
symbol of sacnfices for the well being of her child Swami
Vivekananda in his address to a gathering in America explained the
sanctity and selflessness of a mother in the Indian Society. He openly
asked the gathering “what is the status your American society has
given to a mother who has nurtured you all, as famous sons and
daughters of this land” He further explained “In my country, we
address every woman, why even a small girl as ‘mother’ — in Tamil
“embuon, mn®u”. As I was so familiar with the usage of this word, I
happened to address the women of America in the same way “Yes,
Mother”. The women in your country were shocked at the way of my
addressing them. At the beginning, I was puzzled when they reacted.
Later, I realized that Americans believe that the word “mother”
refers to elderly women”.
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Whatever the interpretation may be, we consider the mother in high
esteem because she 1s the Supreme Being to whom all members of
the family look upon. She is the intermediary between the father and
the child whenever any problem arises. She always forgets and
forgives the child.

We should not fail in our duty to our mothers. Just a simple story to
illustrate the high respect and regard, some children have towards
their mother. An old woman was waiting near a school gate being
unable to cross the road because of the heavy rain. The passersby
ignored her but a thoughtful and kind student helped her to cross the
road and bade her good bye at her doorstep. The old lady blessed
him with a deep sense of gratitude. When this student was
questioned by his friends as to why he went to help an unknown
lady, he replied “because someday, someone may help mv mother
when she gets old and when I am not there by her side to help her.
The friend said, “Mohan seems to be very proud of his mo: -2r”. “Of
course, I am” said Mohan. “One who is not proud of his r  =er can
never be a good man”.

In the present society, a sense of fear, uncertainty flashe:  oss the
minds of the aged parents. Do the children do their dutic 10 their
mothers? Do they respect them? Do they care for them 1 1neir old
age? These are the questions baffling some of the aged mothers in
Sni Lanka. The practice in Western countries is conveniently to send
their aged parents to an elder’s home. This trend has popped its head
into our own country also. Ours is a closely-knit society with great
bondage and family values. Such unkind acts of the children are
undoubtedly very unjust and should be considered as a sin.

To my knowledge, the reasons that could be attributed to this trend
may be the large exodus of the Sri Lankan families to foreign
countries in search of greener pastures where the strict immigration
laws debar the parents from joining their children. Besides this, the
unimaginable and painful misery is the negative approach and
illusory activities of the present day housewives towards their In-
laws. In the present day society, most of the women are highly
educated and professionally qualified. They are pushed into a world
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of egoism, pnde, envy, jealousy and prejudice. They are being
deprived of their humane qualities, which leads to a  disastrous
impact on the family, disrupting the peace and harmony prevalent.
The male counter-part is faced with no choice other than abandoning
their parents to the destiny of fate.

If every son and daughter of this soil, realize this truth expressed in
the following poem, all mothers could anticipate paradise before they
enter heaven or hell. Please take to heart that . . . . . “You can have
only one mother, patient, kind and true to you. No other friend in this
entire world will be so true. For all her loving kindness, she asks
nothing in return. And all the world desert you. "o mother you can
turn. Many tears you’ve caused her when you we- - sad or ill. May be
many sleepless nights, though grown, you caus er still. So every

time you leave her or when you come and go. & - ner kind word or
the kiss she craves, I know we can only have . - mother none can
take her place. We can’t tell how we’ll need ~=r tll we meet her

loving face. Be careful how you answer her chocse every word you
say. Remember she is your mother, though she’s old and grey. We
can have only one mother, so take her to your heart. We can't tell
how soon the day when you and she must part. Let her know, how
you love her dearly, cheer and comfort her each day. For you can
never get another when she has passed away.

>Mrs. Dayanithi Selvanayaga>
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A LITTLE BOY, AFTER MOWING THE LAWN, RAN INTO THE
KITCHEN AND PRESENTED HIS MOTHER WITH THE
FOLLOWING BILL:

FOR MOWING THE LAWN 5.00
SITTING WITH BABY BROTHER .50
GOING TO THE STORE 1.00
CLEANING THE ATTIC 2.00
WEEDING THE GARDEN 4.00
TAKING OUT THE TRASH 1.00
13.50

THE MOTHER. WHO WAS WASHING THE DISHES, DRIED HER
HANDS ON HER APRON, TURNED THE BILL OVER AND
WROTE THIS NOTE: ]

I carod you in my womb. NO CHARGE!
Igen oulife. NO CHARGE!

Inu vou when you were hungry.  NO CHARGE!
Tioc  re of your every need NO CHARGE!
Inu.  ee hours of the moming I

rocr. . vou to sleep in my arms. NO CHARGE!
Wher v ou were sick, I pleaded in

praver jor hour after hour for the

great Physician to heal you. NO CHARGE!
I have sacrificed all I have so

you can have I never had at  NO CHARGE!
and even though you would disown me,

I would do it all over again at NO CHARGE!

Because I love you

THE BOY, UPON READING THIS, WROTE ON HIS BILL

PAID IN FULL!
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Home is -

Home.

Where the hearth is always warm,;

Where on Sundays after a cycle saga,
there’s checking to see if ma is
alive and cooking;

Where there are novel carpets
and strange bed spreads of
Sunday Editions!

Where pa becomes a trotting horse
ridden by dimple cheeked
chuckling cherubs;

Where the only noise is of
children playing and
innocent laughter;

Where 1t is great pleasure
feeding the brutes;

Where ma is an eternal witch
‘cos she’s always with a broom,

Home is -

Where one learns all that
the Scriptures hold good
and finds
a heavenly haven on Earth indeed!
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pance recitals

Mrs. Satsorupavathy Nathan who is a Broadcaster and Journalist and
the president of the Jaffna Hindu Ladies’ College Old Gurls
Association (Colombo Branch) is making arrangements to stage
dance recitals by the Students of the Alma mater on June 26 at the
Ramakrishna Mission hall, Wellawatte, Colombo 6 at & p.m. In
connection with the Golden Jubilee celebration of the college.

This is a unique event and it is the first time in the history that an Old
Girls Association is venturing to get down nearly 22 students from
the North to exhibit ti+1- talents in fine arts despite the hardships and
inconvenience. Jaffn: - ndu Ladies College will stage a ballet Nallai
Kuravanji depicting ©  zlory of God Skanda, deity of the ancient
and historic Nallur i, ¢. The ballet was composed and written by
the eminent exponc  of Bharatha Natya Bramma Shri Np.
Weeramani Iyer.

A seeé frbm Nllal Kuravanji

A scene from Nallai Kuravanji - Sunday Observer June 20,1999:Page 26
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