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Jhe Palmyrah Palm

O tree of the East, with thy thousand gifts
In thy hand, so wide and free,

There is mighty strength in thy arrowy shafis,
And a poem. we sing to thee.

There 1s a song in the rustle of every leaf
Thou wavest in upper air,

Where a home is found for the squirrel’s young,
And the doves which nestle there.

There is not a fence by the wending road,
Or a roof to keep off rain

There is not a mat where the weary sleep,
And forget there toil and pain.



There is not a hut, a house, a boat
On Serendib’s stormy sea,—

But is built from a part of thy stately limbs,
O great Palmyrah tree!

The earth is full of the great god’s gifts,
Wide scalter’d O’er every land,

And he aids the nations who work and toil
With a sturdy, brawwy hand.

So he gave the thankful Jaffna man
A priceless boon and free,

When He gave to him his kingly palm,
The loved Palmyrah tree.

— Atherton R.



Arulnandby on Palmyrah

I claim, with no ordinary pleasure and pride, to possess intimate,
first-hand knowledge of not only every product of the palmyrah but
also of how to make almost every kind of article that is made today
from its olas, ekels and naar. I was attracted by this hobby very
early in life, and I must have made with my own hands an enomous
number of these articles, both ornamental and utilitarian, going
through the complete process from alpha to omega all by myself in
every case. During the vacation periods [ have so far spent in Jaffna,
I have not once failed to go back to this hobby and recapture the
thrill of joy of my young days. As far back as thirty-three years ago,
I have even rattanned a chair with naar, and that rattanning isintact
to this day. In appearance and finish it is not at all inferior to the
best rattanning with Malacca cane [ have seen.

23-1-1950. K. S. Arulnandhy M. Sc.
Colombo. Deputy Director of Education
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