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Purity, patience, and perseverance are the
three essentials to success, and above all,

-Swami Vivekananda
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THE NECESSITY OF RELIGION

(Delivered in Lodon)

Of all the forces that have worked and

are still working to mould the destinies of the
human race, none, certainly, is more potent than
that, manifestation of which we call religion.
All social orgainisations have as a background,
somewhere, the workings of that peculiar force,
and the greatest cohesive impulse ever brought
into play amongst human units has been de-
rived from this power. It is obvious to all of us
that in very many cases the bonds of religion
have proved stronger than the bonds of race,
or climate, or even of descent. It is a well-
known fact that persons worshipping the same
God, believing in the same religion, have stood
by each other, with much greater strength and
constancy,than people of merely the same de-
scent, or even brothers. Various attempts have
been made to trace the beginnings of religion.In
all the ancient religions which have come down
to us at the present day, we find one claim
made-that they are all supernatural, that their
genesis is not, as it were, in the human brain,
but that they have originated some where out-
side ofit.

Two theories have gained some accept-
ance amongst modern scholars . One is the
spirit theory of religion , the other the evolution
of the idea of'the Infinite. One party maintains
that ancestor worship is the beginning of religous
1deas; the other, that religion originates in the
man wants to keep up the memory of his
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dead relatives and thunks they are living’
even when the body is dissolved, and he
wants to place food for them and, in a
certain sense, to worship them. Out of that
came the growth we call religion.
Studying the ancient religions of
Egyptians, Babylonians, Chinese, and many
other races in America and elsewhere,we
find very clear traces of this ancestor wor-
ship being the beginning of religion. With the
ancient Egyptians, the frist idea of the soul
was that of a double. Every human body in
it another being very similar to it. and when
aman died, this double went out of the body
and yet lived on. But the life of the double
lasted only so long as the dead body re-
mained intact, and that is why we find among
the Egyptians so much solicitude to keep
the body uninjured. And that is why they
built those huge pyramids in which they pre-
served the bodies . For, if any portion of
the external body was hurt, the double
would be correspondingly injured. This is
clearly ancestor worship. With the ancient
Babylonians we find the same idea of the
double, but with a variation. The double
lost all sense of love ; it frightened the living
to give it food and drink, and to help it in
various ways.It even lost all affection for
its came children its own wife. Among the



ancient Hindus also,we find traces of this
ancestor worship. Among the Chinese, the
basis of their religion may also be said to
be ancestor worship, and it still permeates
the lengh and breadth of that vast country.
In fact, the only religion that can really be
said to flourish in China is that of ancestor
- worship. Thus it seems, on the one hand, a
very good position is made out for those
who hold the theorv of ancestor worship as
the beginning of religion.

On the other hand, there are schol-
ars who from the ancient Aryan literature
show that religion originated in nature wor-
ship. Although in India we find proofs of
ancestor worship everywhere yet in the old-
est records there is no trace of it what so
ever. In the Rig-Veda Sambhita, the most
ancient record of the Aryan race, we do not
find any trace of it. Modern scholars think ,
it is the worship of nature that they find
there. The human mind seems to struggle to
get a peep behind the senses. The dawn,
the evening, the hurricane, the stupendous
and gigantic forces of nature, its beauties,
these have exercised the human mind, and
it aspires to go beyond, to understand some-
thing about them. In the struggle they en-
dow these phenomena with personal at-
tributes, giving them souls and bodies,
sometimes beautiful, sometimes transcend-
ent. Every attempt ends by these phenom-
ena becoming abstractions whether person-
alised or not. So also it is found with the
ancient Greeks; their whole mythology is
simply this abstracted nature worship. So

.

also with the ancient Germans, the
Scandinavians, and all the other  Aryan
races. Thus, on this side, too, a very strong
case has been made out, that religon has ori-
gin in the personification of the powers of na-
ture.

These two views, though they seen to
be contradictory, can be reconciled on a third
basis, which, to my mind, is the real germ of
religion, and that I propose to call the struggle
to transcend the limitations of the senses. Ei-
ther, man goes to seek for the spirits of his
ancestors, the spirits of the dead, that is, he
wants to get a glimpse of what there is after
the body is dissolved, he desires to understand
the power working behind the stupendous phe-
nomena of nature. Whichever of these is the
case, one thing is certain, that he tries to tran-
scend the limitations of the senses. He cannot
remain satisfied with his senses; he wants to
go beyond them. The explanation need not be
mysterious. To me it seems very natural that
the first glimpse of religion should come through
dreams. The frist idea of immortality man may
well get through dreams. Is that not a most
wonderful state? And we know that children
and untutored minds find very little difference

* between dreaming and their awakened state.

What can be more natural then that they find,
as natural logic, that even during the sleep state
when the body is apparently dead, the mind,
goes on with all its intricate working? What
wonder that men will at once come to the con-
clusion that when this body is dissolved for
ever, the same working will go on? This, to
my mind, would be. a more natural explana-
tion of the supernatural, and through



this dream idea the human mind rises to
higher and higher conceptions. Of course,
in time, the vast majority of mankind found
out that these dreams are not verified by
their waking states, and that during the
dream state it is not that man has a fresh
existence, but simply that he recapitulates
the experiences of the awakened state.
But by this time the search had be-
gun, and the search was inward, and man
continued inquiring more deeply into the dif-
ferent stages of the mind and discovered
higher states than either the waking or the
dreaming. This state of things we find in all
the organised religions of the world, called
either ecstasy or inspiration. In all organ-
ised religions, their founders, prophets, and
messengers are declared to have gone into
states of mind that were neither waking nor
sleeping, in which they came face to face
with a new series of facts relating to what is
called the spiritual kingdom. They realised
things there much more intensely than we
realise facts around us in our waking state.
Take, for instance, the religions of the Brah-
mins. The Vedas are said to be written by
Rishis. These Rashis were sages who real-
ised certain facts. The exact definition of the
Sanskrit word Rishi is a Seer of Mantras -
of the thoughts conveyed in the Vedic
hymns. These men declared that they had
realised- sensed, if that word can be used
with regard to the supersensuous-certain
facts, and these facts they proceeded
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~ can their religion be derived from

to put on record. We find the same truth de-
clared amongst both the Jews and the Chris-
tians. .

Some exceptions may be taken in the
case of the Buddhists as represented by the
Southern sect. It may be asked -if the Bud-
dhists do not believe in any God or soul, how
the
supersensuous state of existence? The answer
to this is that even the Buddhists find an eter-
nal moral law, and that moral law was not rea-
soned out in our sense of the word. But Bud-
dha found it, discovered it, in a supersensuous
state. Those of you who have studied the life
of Buddha, even as briefly given in that beau-
tiful poem, The Light of Asia, may remember
that Buddha is represented as sitting under the
Bo-tree until he reached that supersensuous
state of mind. All his teachings came through
this, and not through intellectual cogitations.

Thus, a tremendous statement is made
by all religions; that the human mind, at certain
moments, transcends not only the limitations
of the senses, but also the power of reasoning.
It then comes face to face with facts which it
could never have sensed, could never have
reasoned out. These facts are the basis of all
religions of the world. Of course we have the
right to challenge these facts, to put them to
the test of reason. Nevertheless, all the exist-
ing religions of the world claim for the human
mind this peculiar power of transcending the
limits of the senses and the limits of reason;
and this power they put forward as a state-
ment of fact.



Apart from the consideration ofthe
question how far these facts claimed by re-
ligions are true, we find one characteristic
common to them all. They are all abstrac-
tions as contrasted with the concrete dis-
coveries of physics, for instance; and in all
the highly organised religions they take the
* purest form of Unit Abstraction, eitherinthe
form of an Abstracted Presence, as an Om-
nipresent Being, as an Abstract Personality
called God, as a Moral Law, or in the form
of an Abstract Essence underlying every ex-
istence. In modern times, too, the attempts
made to preach religions without appealing
to the supersensuous state of the mind have
had to take up the old abstractions of the
Ancients and give different names to them
as “ Moral Law"* the “Ideal Unity **, and so
forth, thus showing that these abstractions
are not in the senses. None of us have yet
seen an “Ideal Human Being”, and yet we
are told to believe init. None of us have yet
seen an ideally perfect man, and yet without
that ideal we cannot progress. Thus this one
fact stands out from all these different

religions, that there is an Ideal Unit
Abstraction, which is put before us, either in
the form of a person or an Impersonal
Being,or a Law, or a Presence,or an Essence.
We are always struggling to raise ourselves
up to that ideal. Every human being,
w ho so ever and where-so ever he may be,
has an ideal of infinite power. Every human
being has an ideal of infinite pleasure. most

of the works that we find around us, the ac-
tivities displayed everywhere, are due to the
struggle for this infinite power or this infinite
pleasure. But a few quickly discover that al-
though they are struggling for infinite power, it
is not through the senses that it can bereached.
They find out very soon that infinite pleasure
is not to be got through the senses, or, in other
words. the senses are too limited, and the body
is too limited, to express the Infinite. To mani-
fest the Infinite through the finite is impossi-
ble, and sooner or later, man learns to give up
the attempt to express the Infinite through the
finite. This giving up, this renunciation ofthe
attempt,is the background of ethics. Renun-
ciation is the very basis upon which ethics
stands. There never was an ethical code
preached which had not renunciation for its
basis.

Ethics always says, “Not I, but thou™. Its
moto is, Not self, but non-self”. The vain ideas
ofindividualism, to which man clings when he
is trying to find that infinite Power or that Infi-
nite Pleasure through the senses, have to be
given up-say the laws of ethics. You have to
put yourselflast, and others before you. The
sense say, “Myself first” Ethics says, I must
hold myselflast,” Thus, all codes of ethics are
based upon this renunciation; destruction, not
construction, of the individual on the material
plane. That Infinite will never find expression
upon the material plane, nor is it possible or
thinkable.

4



So, man has to give up the plane of mat-
ter and rise to other spheres to seek a deeper
expression of that Infinite. In this way the vari-
ous ethical laws are being moulded, butall have
that one central idea, eternal self abnegation.
Perfect self-annihilation is the ideal of ethics.
People are startled if they are asked not to
think of their individualities. They seem so very
much afraid of losing what they call their
individuality. At the same time, the same men

would declare the highest ideals of ethics to be

right, never for a moment thinking that the
scope, the goal, the idea of all ethics the de-
struction, and not the building up, of the indi-
vidual.

Utilitarian standards cannot explain the
ethical relations of men, for, in the first place
we cannot derive any ethical laws from con-
siderations of utility. Without the supernatural
sanction as it is called. or the perception of
the superconscious as | prefer to term it, there
can be no ethics. Without the struggle to-
wards the Infinite there can be no ideal. Any
system that wants to bind men down to the
limits of their own societies is not able to
find an explanation for the ethical laws of
mankind. The Ultilitarian wants us to give up
the struggle after the Infinite, the reaching-
out for the Supersensuous, as impracticable
and absurd, and, in the same breath, asks
us to take up ethics and do good to society.
Why should we do good? Doing good is
a secondary consideration. We must have
an ideal. Ethics itself is not the end but the
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means.to the end. If the end is not
there, why should we be ethical? Why
should Ido good to other men, and not
injure them? If hapniness isthe goal of
mankind, why should I not make myself
happy and others unhappy? What pre-
vents me? In the second place, the
basis of utility istoo narrow. All the
current social forms and method are
derived from society as it exists, but
what right has the Utilitarian to assume
that society is eternal? Society did not
exist ages ago. possibly will not exist
ages hence. Most probably it is one of
the passing stages through which we are
going towards a higher evolution, and
any law that is derived from society
alone cannot be eternal, cannot cover
the whole ground of man’s nature. At
best, therefore Utilitarian theories can
only work under present social condi-
tions. Beyond that thay have no value.
But amorality, an ethical code, derived
from religion and spirituality, has the whole
of infinite man for its scope. It takes up
the individual, but its relations are to the
Infinite, and it takes up society also-
because society is nothing but numbers
of these individuals grouped together;
and asit applies to the individual and
his eternal relations, it must necessarily
apply to the whole of society, in what-
ever condition it may be at any given
time. Thus we see that there is always



the necessity of spiritual religion for man-
kind. Man cannot always think of matter,
however pleasurable it may be.

It has been said that too much atten-
tion to things spiritual disturbs our practical
relations in this world. As far back as in the
days of the Chinese sage Confucius, it was
said, ‘Letus take care of this world: and then,
when we have finished with this world, we
will take care of other world.” It is very well
that we should take care of this world. But
iftoo much attention to the spiritual may a
affect alittle our practial relations too much
attention to the so-called practical hurts us
here and hereafter. It makes us materialistic.
For man isnot to regard nature as his goal,
but something higher.

Man isman so long as he is struggling
torise above nature, and this nature is both
internal and external. Not only does it
comprise the laws that govern the particles
of matter outside us and in our bodies, but
also the more subtle nature within, which is,
in fact, the motive power governing the
external. It is good and very grand to con-
quer external nature, but grander still to
conquer our internal .nature. It is grand and

"good to know the laws that govern the
stars and planets; it is infinitely grander and
bitter to know the laws that govern the pas-
sions, the feelings, the will, of mankind. This
conquering of the inner man, understanding
the secrets of the subtle workings that are
within the human mind. and  knowing its
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wonderful secrets, belong entirely to reli-
gioh. Human nature-the-ordinary human
nature, [ mean-wants to cebig material
facts. The ordinary man cannot understand
anything thatis subtle.Well hasitbeen said
that the masses admire the lion that kills a
thousand lambs, never fora moment think-
ing that it is death to the lambs. although a
momentary triumph for the lion; because
they find pleasure only in manifestations
of physical strength. Thusitis with the
ordinary run of mankind. They under-
stand and find pleasure in everything that
is external. But in every society there is
a section whose pleasures are not in the
senses, but beyond, and who now and
then catch glimpses of something higher
than matter and struggle to reach it. And
if we read the history of nations between
the lines, we shall always find that the
rise of a nation comes with an increase
in the number of such men; and the fall
begins when this pursuit after the Infi-
nite, however vain Utilitarians may call it.
has ceased . That is to say, the mainspring
of the strength of every race lies in its
spirituality, and the death of that race be-
gins the day that spirituality wanes and
materialism gains ground.

Thus, apart from the solid facts
and truths that we may learn from religion,
apart from the comforts that we may gain
from it, religion as a science, as a study, is
the greatest and healthiest exercise that



the human mind can have. This pursuit of
the Infinite,this struggle to grasp the Infinite,
this effort to get beyond the limitations of the
senses-out of matter, as it were-and to evolve
the spiritual man-this striving day and night
to make the Infinite one with our being-this
struggle itself is the grandest and most glori-
ous that man can make. Some persons find
the greatest pleassure in eating. We have no
right to say that they should not. Others find
the greatest pleasure in possessing certain
things. We have no right to say that they
should not. But they also have no right to
say ‘ no’ to the man who finds his highest pleas-
ure in spiritual thought. The lower the or-
ganisation, the greater the pleasure in the
senses. Very few men can eat a meal with
the same gusto as a dog or a wolf. But all the
pleasures ofthe dog orthe wolf have gone,
as it were into the senses. The lower types
of humanity inall nations find pleasure in the
senses, while the cultured and the educated
find it in thought, in philosophy, in arts and
sciences. Spirituality is a still higher plane.
The subject being infinite, that plane is the
highest, and the pleasure there is the highest
for those who can appreciate it. So, even on
the utilitarian ground that man is to seek for
pleasure, he should cultivate religious thought,
foritis the highest pleasure that exists. Thus
religion, as a study, seems to me to be abso-
lutely necessary.
We can see it inits effects. Itisthe great«
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est motive power that moves the human
mind. ,No other ideal can put intous
the same mass of energy as the spiritual.
So far as human history goes, it is obvious
to all of us that this has been the case and
that its powers are not dead.l do not
deny that men, on simply utilitarian
grounds, can be very good and moral.
There have been many great men in this
world perfectly sound, moral, and good,
simply on utilitarian grounds. But the
world-movers, men who bring as it were,
amass of magnetism into the world, whose
spirit works in hundreds and in thousands,
whose life ignites others with a spiritual fire-
such men, we always find, have that spir-
itual background. Their motive power came
from religion. Religion is the greatest mo-
tive power for realising that infinite energy
which is the birthright and nature of every
man. In building up character, in making for
every thing that is good and great, in
bringing peace to others and peace to
one’s own self, religion is the highest mo-
tive power and, therefore, ought to be stud-
ied from that standpoint. Religion must be
studied on a broader basis than formerly.
All narrow, limited, fighting ideas of reli-
gion have to go. All sect ideas and tribal
ornational ideas of religion must be given
up. That each tribe or nation should have
its own particular God and think that every
otheris wrongisa superstition that should
belong to the past. All such ideas must
be abandoned.



As the human mind broadens. its spir-
itual steps broaden too. The time has already
come when a man cannot record a thought
without its reaching toall comers of the earth;
by merely physical means, we have come
into touch with the whole world ; so the
future religions of the world have to become
as universal, as wide.

The religious ideals of the future must
embrace all that exists in the world and is
good and great, and, at the same time, have
infinite scope for future development. All
that was good in the past must be pre-
served; and the doors must be kept open
for future additions to the already existing
store. Religions must also be inclusive, and
not look down with contempt upon one
another, because their particular ideals of
God are different. In my life I have seen a
great many spiritual men, a great many sensi-
ble persons, who did not believe in God at
all, that is to say, not in our sense of the word.
Perhaps thay understood God better than
we can ever do. The personal idea of God
or the Impersonal, the Infinite, Moral Law,
or the Ideal man-these all have to come un-
der the definition of religion. And when reli-
gions have become thus broadened, their
power for good will have increased a hun-
dredfold. Religions, having tremendous power
in them, have often done more injury to the
world than good, simply on account of their
narrowness and limitations.

Even at the present time we find
many sects and societies, with almost the
same ideas, fighting each other, because
one dose not want to set forth those ideas
in precisely the same way as another.
Therefore, religions will have to broaden.
Religious ideas will have to become uni-
versal, vast, and infinite; and then alone
we shall have the fullest play of religion,
for the power of religion. has only just
begun to manifest in the world. It is some-
times said that religions are dying
out, that spiritual ideas are dying out of
the world . To me it seems that they have
just begun to grow. The power of
religion, broadened and puried, is going
to penetrate every partof human life. So
long as religion was in the hands of a
chosen few or of abody of priests, it
was in temples, churches, books, dog-
mas, ceremonials, forms, and rituals.
But when we come to the real, spiritual,
universal concept, then, and then alone,
religion will become real and living; it
will come into our very nature, live in our
every movement, penetrate every pore
of our society, and be infinitely more a
power for good then it has ever been be-
fore.

What is needed is a fellow-feeling
between the different types of religion,
seeing that they all stand or fall together,
a fellow-feeling which springs from mu-

tual esteem and mutual respect, and not



the condescending, patronising, niggardly
expression of goodwill, unfortunately in vogue
at the present time with many. And above
all, thisis needed between types of religious
expression coming from the study of mental
phenomena-unfortunately, even now laying
exclusive claim to the name of religion- and
those expressions of religion whose heads,
as it were, are penetrating more into the se-
crets of heaven though their feet are cling-
ing to earth, [ mean, the so-called material-
istic sciences.

To bring about this harmony, both
will have to make concessions sometimes
very large, may more sometimes painful, -
but each will find itself the better forthe
sacrifice and more advanced in truth. And
intheend, the knowledge which is confined
within the domain of time and space will
meet and become one with that which is
beyond them both, where the mind and
senses cannot reach-the Absolute, the
infinite, the One without a second.

Swami Vivekananda’s Complete works vol-I1
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To those who do not believe in God
Two western ladies, who believed in humanitarian service but not in God, came to
Swami Adbhutanandaji. He asked them ,” Why should you do good to others? If you do
not believe in the existence of God, there will always remain a flaw in your argument.
Humanitarian work is a matter that concerns the good of society. You cannot prove that it
will do good to yourself. So after a time you will get tired of doing the work that does not
serve your self -interest. On the contrary , if you believe in God there will be a perennial
source of interest, for the same God resides in others as in you,” one of the ladies asked,
"But can you prove that the one God resides in many?’ “why not ?*° answered the Swami
and added, "But it is a subjective experience. Love cannot be explained to another The
same is case with God. One of them asked How can it be possible that I am the Soul , I
being finite the Soul being infinte? **Where is the difficulty ? * replied Adbhutanandaji,
have you not seen Jasmine flowers? The petals of those flowers are very samall. But
even thouse petals, dew falling on them, reflect the infinite sky . Do they not? In the same

way through the grace of God this limited self can reflect the Infinite.

’ K -retold from The Apostles of Sri Ramakrish@/}
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On Conversion, Real Teachers, etc

: Swami Ranganathananda
Srimat Swami Ranganathanandaji Maharaj President , Ramakrishna Math and

Ramakrishna Mission, would tour various countries every year

to spread the eternal

message of Vedanta. During one such visit in 1982 to Chicago, USA, a group of admirers
interviewed him. These questions and answers were taped and transcribed and Revered
Maharaj edited them before approving them all for publication.

Question: To perfrom one’s duty
even if it be humble, rather than
another’s is great. To die in one’s duty
is life, to live in another’s is death. What
I often wonder is, can a westerner re-
ally be a Hindu? Within the Vedantic
philosophy, is Conversion by the
westerner to Hinduism really possible?

Swamiji: This question can be an-
swered from two points of view. Normally,
all these thousands of years there was little
or no conversion to Hinduism. The name Hin-
duism itself did not exist until the Mughal
period in the 17th century CE. It was known
as sanatana dharma or eternal religion. Hin-
duism grew without any kind of conversions.
Today, however, there are several Hindu
agencies in India which try to convert peo-
ple who are willing to become Hindu from a
non-Hindu faith. The Ramakrishna Order
does not do so, only because We believe
that all religions are true, and all paths can
take you to the highest goal. But, if anyboby
says ‘I am a Hindu * we just recognise it
and deal with that person from that point of

view. There is no ceremony thereisno kind
of

baptism for such people. They just say. We
admire Hinduism and follow it. There is noth-
ing more about it. People say, We are Hindus
and they adopt the Hindu cultural and spiritual
ways, Just like people in Southeast Asia and
other countries. We treat a Person as a Hindu
if he or she says I am a Hindu. That is so far as
our Ramakrishna Order is concerned. There
are some Hindu agencies which are recon-
verting those who are willing to come back to
Hinduism. Many had gone out of Hinduism
due to various attractions, especially monetary.
Many poor Hindu people had been taken
away , especially by Christian denominations,
Hinduism, therefore , is changing its policy ,

- only because it is being attacked by various

missionary religions in the modern period and
that is acting as a sinister bar to harmony within
the Indian subcontinent. Therefore new move-
ments have come up, seeking to start this kind
of re-conversion of those who had been taken
away, but this only through persuasion. And
they come back with no offering of monetary -
incentives.

That is the state of Hindu conversion
today. Actually ,the word Hindu has little
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meaning, particularly because it is not given
by the Hindus themselves; and it is not men-
tioned in any of the Hindus scriptures. It
came accidentally; first it was only a name
connected with territory. Every body who
was on the eastern side of the Indus river
was called a Hindu by the persians. in fact,
when I went to spain, they said to me, Do
not use the word Indian to us Indian means
the Red Indian, call yourself Hindu. We un-
derstand Hindus, Muslims, Christians, all
as Hindus Up to about 100 years ago our
country was known as Hindustan , even by
Muslim rulers, because Hindu referred to a
territory. Hindus called their religion not Hin-
duism or by any other name, but sanatana
dharma, eternal religion, which contains
many religions federated together by a com-
mon spiritual bond.

That is the nature of the Hindu reli-
gion. All the world’s religions can be brought

- together under a common bond which the -

Vedanta Provides, so that each has its own
freedom; that is India’s approach to religion
all through the ages. But, owing to pressure
from highly missionarizing religions which
adopt all sorts of methods to convert India’s
poorer sections for politically strengthening
their own base modern India had to throw
up certain movements which started
converting people back to Hinduism,
because till nowit had onlyadoor to go
out,and no door to enter in. That was

found to be dangerous in this modern period.
It would change the character of India itself .
Hinduism provides freedom , tremndous free-
dom, to every community. Suppose any one
of those converting religions become strong and
dominant then that old India will die that lib-
eral atmosphere will die, because that is not
found in any other religion This attitude is in no
other country this acceptance, this tolarance,
this respect for every religion. This progres-
sive Hindu attitude will be destoryed in India
and no other religion can take its unique place.
That ancient India will die and nobody would

like that. The world will be poorer thereby

So, these new Hindu movements are taking in
people who have gone out, but that also only
by peaceful methods of - persuasion: Three
generations ago, you were all Hindus. If you
find this is beautiful, you can come. So many
people tell me that they are doing this kind of
work. That is what is happening just now on
the subject of conversion to Hinduism in In-
dia.

Question: You mentioned that because
of certain religious activities in India peo-
ple face some obstacles and hindrances in
communicating with each other. I assume
that you are speaking of religious repre-
sentatives who attempt to convert the Hin-
dus. To other forms of religion. In view of
Christian mysticism in the West, particu-
larly among the German and Spanish
mystics, and their search for the highest
and the idea of the disappearance of the
selfin the Absolute, do you see any
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possibility of collaboration in this search
Jfor an authentic oneness between Chris-
tians and Hindus? :

Swamiji: Tremendous possibilities are
there inthe modern period, because the world
1s really hungry for the spiritual food. But, reli-
gions generally give only stones and not bread,
in the words of Jesus. (...command this stone
that it be made bread’ St Luke, 4.3 ) By col-
laboration of the spiritually minded in Christi-
anity and Hiduism and other religions, you will
find the development of this capacity to give
spiritual food to people in stead of “ stones
of dogmas and narrow fanatical ideas. In every
religion there is the formal dogmatic dimen-
sion. and there is also the elevating spiritual
dimension it is the spiritual dimension that
people are seeking today. The formal is needed
as abase but notas the final blessing of reli-
gion. In that way the Hindu religion alone makes
aclear distinction between the formal and the
spiritual sides of religion, and stresses the domi-
nance of the spiritual side. That is a special qual-
ity of the Hindu religion. The person who deals
only with the formal side is treated as very or-
dinary - Just like a priest, for example. This class
1s not highly respected. But a man of God - the
man or woman who has actually realized God
- 1s highly respected in India. So, a Christian or
aMuslim who lives the spiritual life will be highly
respected in India. This is the nature of the
Hindu tradition. This tradition has tremendous
significance for the rest of the world as
well. Wherever there is spirituality, you do not

look to its label; spirituality has no label.
There is no Hindu spirituality or Christian
spirituality, though the basis may be Hindu
or Christian. So when one becomes actu-
ally spiritual, one goes beyond these dis-
tinctions of creed, sect, and denomination
so that a highly spiritual Christian will be
honoured by everyone, because he or she
has achieved something which we are all
seeking. Itis there that you find universality
of spiritual experience; and there you can
have a tremendous collaboration. Collabo-
ration at the lower level is practically im-
possible because of the prominence of all
these ethnical dimensions of religion. They
are after conversion, they are after increas-
ing their political numbers. That conversion.
has no meaning in spiritual life. I can say, I
am a wicked man, I change my religion ,
what do I become ? My wickedness has
not gone , only my pleace has been changed
from one census column to another census
column. That is all that has happened ;
whereas, if change of whole character takes
place by conversion, that is beautiful . That
was the original meaning of coversion .
When I read the famous book, Con-
tessions of Saint Augustine, I found the truth
of the real meaning of conversion. This in-
tellectual of the fourth century CE, given to
drunkenness and every form of vice, but
highly intellectual, was struggling for
sometime to become spiritual. He could
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not overcome those weaknesses. His
mother, Monica, was praying for him, and
oneday the miracle of conversion took
place. What was the nature of that conver-
sion? It was conversion from worldliness
to spirituality, from worldly life to a godly
life. That is the wonderful change in his life,
and Augustine gives a beautiful expression
toitin that famous book. He cries: O Lord!
How long am I to wait for this change? How
long? How long? Tomorrow? why not to-
day ? Why not now? Why not this very hour
see the end of my wretchdness? That was
the prayer that came from his heart and that
very moment he became converted into a
soul seeking God . So this type of conver-
sion is really worthwhile . It isa vertical
movement , whereas the other is a lateral
movement - changing people’s religion from
this to that without any change in their char-
acter, in their outlook.

This kind of collaboration at spiritual
level is not only possible but absolutely nec-
essary for the good of humankind today .
The world seeks spiritual food. It is there in
Christianity, in Hinduism, in Judaism and
[slam. There is a big fund of spirituality in all
these various traditions. Every tradition has
produced great saints and sages. So , a
pooling up of resources for use in the highly
materialistic age in which we are living is the
right thing in this modern period . This work
has tremendous possibility and Sri
Ramakrishna's advent in the modern age

makes this type of collabration at a higher level
possible . He was the very embodiment of
harmory .

Question : I would like to know if
you could help the Americans find out the
differcnce between a real swami and a
fake swami. There are so many of them
coming to USA and you could tell us some
points on how we could find out who is
who. _

Swamiji: This is a problem seen every
where - in India also . Even there also numer-
ous types of teachers go around. There is one
criterion given about a spiritual teacher in our
spiritual tradition . First , He or she must be
pure , a good student of spiritual life , and must
have practised it. Second, he or she must have
unselfish love for the disciples who come to
him or her . And lastly, he or she should not
sell religion. Selling religion is condemned in
all our sacred books; for religion is too sa-
cred. That is what has been emphasized all
through India’s religious history. The teacher
gives religious instruction to somebody out of
compassion, out of love. If he or she sells it.
religion is destroyed there by. So, I can only
tell people here -beware of people who sell
religion and who make big promises like,
“You will achieve spiritual experiences quickly,’
There is no instant success in religion ; you
have to go slowly and steadily. So people here
to be told that religion is not so cheap. You
cannot get salvation in three months; it. can-
not be given in a capsule. All these ideas
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people must know. Spiritual life is a serious

struggle. You have the Divine hidden within
you ; you have to struggle to realize it. So
when this knowledge comes to people, I
do not think cheap gurus will'be able to spoil
anybody's mind.

Even in India, many people do not
know what religion is . So one who prom-
ises quick spiritual results gets disciples
more easily than others. It is like a political
party promising everythink under the sun;
if youelect me. Similary people are cheated
in the name of religion also people them-
selves must shoulder some responsibility ;
they should know that religion is not so
cheap, that it is a serious matter. They must
think thrice before they accept a guru.
Search for guru is not religion. search for
god is religion . Here Sri Ramakrishna’s
advice is very significant. He said, Observe
a Sadhu in daytime as well as at night and
believe him then only * (Sri Ramakrishna,
the Great master, P.906).

Question : In some traditions, you
are supposed to worship the guru as
God. Is that enjoined in your tradition
also ?

Swamiji: There is a general teaching that Gdd
comes to you in the form of a guru,because
the real guru is God Himself. As Sri
Ramakrishna would say , It is Satchidananda
that comes to us in the form of the guru....
The guru should be regarded as the divine
manifestation of God'(The Gospel
Ramakrishna, P.292) But, that guru comes to
you through this particular guru as a human
being. So, we treat this human guru as a sym-
bol of that supreme Guru, This is necessary
for spiritual progress. That is all that it means,
not making a cult of it. The main object of
worship is God Himself, not the guru. The
guru points out, This is your path, that is your
ideal, and blesses the disciple. Sri Ramakrishna
says,.... the guru appears before the aspirant
and says to him “ Behold! There is your Ishta.™
Saying this , the guru merges in the Ishta. He
who is the guru is also the Ishta’ (Gospel,
P.184). This is the guru's work. Because he
has done this help, we thank him we worship
him we honour him ; that is the idea. In all
mystical traditions--in Sufi and Christian mys-
ticism also --the guru, who puts a person on
the spiritual path, is highly respected. In Bud-
dhism and Jainism also the guru is highly re-
spected.
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A.SOMASUNDARAMPILLAIL sa.rca
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

Point pedro.

N

91 1/4, Stanley Road,

Jaffna.
18-2-2000
SRI RAMAKRISHNA SARADA SEVASHRAMA,

inmate-Swami Chidrupananda,

BALANCE SHEET-31st. December 1999.

FIXED ASSETS.

Land & Buildings

Furniture & Fittings
Equipments & Water Fump
Motor Vehicles

Bicycles

Kitchen Utensils

BUILDING MATERIALS.

CASH AT BANKS & IN HAND.

Fixed Deposits - National Savings Bank, Point Pedro
National savings Bank - Wellawatte

-do- -Point Pedro.
Bank of Ceyion - Point Pedro.
Cash in Hand
Financed By :-

ACCUMULATED FUND-1-1-99
Add-Excess of Receipts over Current Payments

Cts.

371.000.00
13.095.93
19.340.00

395.72

16.978.58

420.811.10

20.229.81

Rs. Cts.

1.061,274.89
136,268.45
61,612.80
145, 000.00
9,385.00
3.223.03

1.416.764.19

13.170.00

400.581.19
1830515.48

1.288.657.29
541.858.19

1.830.515.48

I have examined the Books of Accounts of Sri Ramakrishna Sarada Sevashrama, Point Pedro and
prepared the above Balance Sheet and the Connected Account together with the schedule, in accord-
ance therwith and information and explanations furnished. I am of the opinion the the Balance Sheet
gives a true and fair view of the financial state of affairs of Sevashrana as at 3 1st. December 1999 and the
Receipts and Payments Account a true fair summary of the transactions for the year then ended.

A.Somasundarampillai, B.A,F.C.A.,

Chartered accountant.



ASOMASUNDARAMPILLAL B.A,F.C.A. 91 1/4, Stanley Road,
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT Jaffna.
18-2-2000

SRI RAMAKRISHNA SARADA SEVASHRAMA,
Point pedro.
inmate-Swami Chirupananda.

RECEIPTS AAND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT,
for the year ended 31st. December 1999,
RECEPTS Rs Cs Rs Cs
;Ji)nan:)ns-ger.Scheguleos_ts : . 1.158.061 66
nterest on Savings Deposits etc 7368.06

1.165.429.72

Less-Sals of Books & Periodicals *

64.215.00
s e 87.462.75 23.247.75
PAYMENTS . 1.142.181.97
Celebrstions & poojahs- 18.029.50
Sri Ramakrishna Jeyanthi 4.029.50
Sri Sarada Devi Jeyanhi 9.552.00
Thaipongai 800.00
New year -(Ciothes distributed included elsewhere ) 2.536.75
Navarathiri 21.890.00
Poojahs & Temple Expnses 4.824.50
Books Exhibitions & Seminars ' 5.330.00
Books & Soouvenir Published 142.518.25
110.360.00
Social Relief & Services )
Foods tuffs etc. 24.568.10
Milk Feeding - Children of Backward Schools. 121.160.59
Clothes 39.261.70
Medicai Aid . : 3.736.70
Educational Assistance : 99.944.50
Ashram Students _ 4.448.00
Feeding of poor & Alms Civing 34.358.50
327.477.30
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Administration & Maintenance
Clerical Allowance

Printing & Stationery

Postage

Telephone & Fax

Newspapers & Periodicals
Travelling & Vehicle Expenses
Repairs & Maintenance
Sundries-Last Respects

Bank Charges & o/d Interest
Donations & Subscriptions
Inmates Expenses

Excess of Receipts over Current Payments
CAPITAL TRANSACTIONS

Lands & Buildings

Adjoing Land- 71/2 Ims - Payment only Made.
Fencing & Clearing Land

Setting up a Garden - (leaving space for Euilding)

Furniture & Fittings 24.000.00
Book Shelves - 6 Nos. 7 800.00
Till Boxes - gift by n.s.b.,-Transport costs only
Scooter

Excess of Receipts over payments

5.000.00
1.507.00
7.702.50
8.820.00
7.945.00

33.369.50
4310.00
2.445.63
1.120.00

48.400.10

37.866.75
162.486.48

300.000.00
30.228 .00

—15240.00
345.468.00

26.800.00
60.000.00

* Books & periodicals issued free not taken to account.
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600,323.78
541.858.19

432.268.00

109.590.19



A SOMASUNDARAMPILLAI, B.A., F.C.A. 91 1/4, Stanley Road,
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT Jaffna.
18-2-2000

- SRI RAMAKRISHNA SARADA SEVASHRAMA,
Point pedro.
inmate-Swami Chidrupananda.

DONATIONS RECETVED Year ended 31 st. December 1999, Rs Cts.
T. Ganeshalingam, Monsaart Crescsnt, Ganada. 1.102.00
Dr. Thilaga ramalingam, Edmonton Rd, Colombo 5.000.00
Mrs.Y.Sundari---------- do---- ' ’ 2.500.00
S.Nadeson, Nelson place, Colombo 6. : 2.500.00
Mr.& Mrs V.Balasundaram, France, 2.500.00
Dr.R.Ravindran , Erindale, Australia, 51.875.00
S.Balachandran, 11th.lane, Colombo 3, , 1.000.00
P.Raghupathy, Chessington. Surrey, UK., 1.027.50
T.Ganesalingam, Monsaart Crescent, Canada, 1.000.00
T.Ganaeslingam, - -do- 1.027.00
Rev.Swami Dayatmanandaji Maharaj Bourne End, Bucks, UK., 111.993.00
C.Thavarajah, Feather Top Chase, Australia, Victoria 5,000.00
N.Baskaran, Anderson  Flats, Colombo 5, 10.000.00
T.Ganeshalingam, Monsaart Cresent, Canada, 1.073.00
Mrs. P.Kumaravelu, Hill Court, Australia, 1.000.00
Ramachanandran, Gnanasariyar College, Karaveddi, 1.000.00
Mrs.Ramakrishnan, India, 2,000.00
Dr.(Mrs) Nagulendran, Briar Wood. Cumberland, U.S.A., 16,802.50
Dr.(Mrs) Mangalam Krishnadason. U.S.A., 11,895.00
Standing Committee of Tamils (S.C.O.T.) UK., 111,598.00
Ceylon Tamil Association , Wattle Park, Australia, 85,260.00
N.Kugathason, New Malden, Surrey, U.K., 11.050.00
R.Jeyaraman, Chetty Street, Point Pedro, 1,500.00
Ramakrishna Mission, Colombo Br. - 19,700.00
V.Adchayalingam, Adchaya Bhavan, Point Pedro, 2.000.00
T.Ganesalingam. Monsaart, Crescent, Canada, 1,086.00
Dr.(Mrs) Mangalam Krishnadason, U.S.A., 1.855.00
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Mrs.S.Thavendran, Palm Grovel Avenue, Colombo 3,
? Theivendran, Markham, Ontario, Canada,

? Satchithananada, Colombo - 4,

«.Muttucumaru, Senior Legal officer, Bank of Ceylon, Colombo,
N.Nithyanandan, Puloly East, Point Pedro,

Drs. K& J Somasundararajah, Birmingham U.K.,
London Devotees

Dr.(Mrs) Mangalam Krishnadason , U.S.A.,
S.Nateson, Nelson Place , Colombo 6,
T.Ganeshalingam, Monsaart Crescent, Canada,
S.Arunasalam, Lidcombo, Australia,
Mrs.P.Namasivayam, Nelson Place, Colombo 6,
T.Ganesalingam, Monsaart Crescent, Canada,
Dr.(Mrs) Mangalan Krishnadason, U.S.A.,
N.Ravindran, Scarborough, Canada,
Dr.V.Nagaratnam Scarborough , Canada,
S.Sathiamoorthy, Scarborough, Canada,
G.Parameswaran, Essex, London.

T.Ganesalingam Monsaart Creseent, Canada,
Dr.N.Subramaniam, Middlesex, U.K.,
Mrs.S.Namasivayam, Scarborough, Canada.

Mr.& Mrs Vishnukumar , Collieres Wood, London,

A .Sathiyakumar, Manchester yean & Thread Ltd ., Kaduwela,
S.Selvanathan, Berlin , Germany ,

K.C.Sivamoorthy Sri Lankan Telecom, Jaffna,
N.Kugan , Kugan Studio, Point Pedro,

Dr. Chandragowry , Jeyaseelan, Australia,
Dr.E.Velauthapillai, Licoln U.K.,
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1,000.00
25,000.00
1,000.00
2,500.00
1,000.00
50,000.00
300,000.00
2,054.00
2,000.00
1.081.00
5,000.00
2,000.00
1,079.00
11,895.00
10,000.00
5,000.00
2,000.00
33,611.00
1,073.00
324120
2,000.00 -
1,080.00
1,000.00
10,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
10,000.00
5,000.00

957,084.00



A SOMASUNDARAMPILLALI, B.A., F.C.A.
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

91 1/4, Stanley Road,
Jaffna.
18-2-2000

SRI RAMAKRISHNA SARADA SEVASHRAMA,

Point pedro.

4

inmate-Swami Chitrupananda

Donations Received Year ended 31st . December 1999.-Ctd

Rs GCs

Balance b/d 957,084.10
K.Muttucumaru, Senior Legal officer, Bank of Ceylon, Colombo. 1,000.00
Dr.R.Ravindran, Erindle, Australia, 25,000.00
V.Ganeshalingam,I.B.C. Road, Colombo 6. 1.000.00
T.Ganeshalingam, Monsaart Crescent, Canada, 1,082.00
Mrs.S. Nadarajah, Lorenz Road, Colombo 6, 5,000.00
Devotees & Friends from UK., ‘ 116,511.00
Dr.( Mrs) Nagulendran, Cumberland, U.S.A., 14.000.00
A.Adchayakumar, Bank of Ceylon, Jaffna, 1,000.00
T.Ganeshalingam, Monsaart Crescent, Canada, 1,089.00
A Kathirgamalingam, Hotel Suisse, kandy, 1,000.00
T.Ganeshalingam, Monsaart Crescent, Canada, 1,000.00
Mrs. Senthilvel Jeyakumari, Puloly East, Point Pedro, 2,311.59
M.Sivagnanasundaram, Idaikadu, Atchuvely, 1,000.00
A.Somasundarampillai, Thunnalai East, Karaveddi, 5,240.00
V.Mahadevan, Station Road, Colombo 6 1,000.00
R.Ravindran, Erindle, Australia, 11,750.00
T.Ganeshalingam, Monsaart Crescent, Canada, 1,093.00
59 Others under Rs . 1.000/= 10,763.97
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Sri Ramakrishna Sarada Sevashrama,,
Point Pedro.

A New Building!

Why our
Sevashrama is eager
to build a cultural
complex at a time
like this is answered
by the following
discussion by Rev
S w a m 1
Sarvanandaji
Maharaji in his book
“ Religion and
Philosophy of Gita.

DUTYAND DEMOCRACY

Let me tell you of the great points that Sri Krishna brings out very forcibly : First, He tells us
quite emphatically that man’s spiritual evolution depends whollyupon hisselfless performance
of duty , and not on fighting for right . Individualism which has given birth to the doctrine of
individual right in a society, is deeply rooted in ignorance and unspiritual basic of life . It
s inshorta denial of the grand spiritual unity of the Atman. Therefore the spiritual view of the
sacred mission of life is the ungrudging performance of one’s own duty taking it as worship
0 god. All emphasis upon individualism and the necessary scrambling for right, which has
secome a great curse to modern society , is sure to performance the miseries and disruptions
dbtaining among mankind, as it cannot give any rational basis of
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moral principal oflife, may it is against the very moral foundation of the universe, It is
truly a material cultural that emphasizes it and tries to interpret all concerns of life in the
light of individualism. Bhagavan tacitly warns us against it by putting great emphasis upon
duty.

Secondly, Bhagavan gives a broad hint here as to how such an attitude towards life
will bring true democracy in the society. All other kinds of democracy based upon
economical , political or social principal are bound to be unstable as they stand on a false
view of life and do not touch the chord ofthe human soul. True democracy is a
spiritual entity ,and can never be attained be without the adequate spiritual discipline or
spiritual culture of the people . The man of self-realisation alone is the true democrat,
because he sees the one soul in all and therefore he loves all even as he loves his own
self. Hence the real permanent can be builtup ina society by the spread of the spiritual
culture , the doctrine of Dharm a, and the ethics of self —dedication . Modern man hankers
after democracy , but he begins from the wrong end. It will be well if he listens to
Bhagavan carries out His teachings into life . Then the vision of peace and prosperity
which the word democracy conjures up in his mind, will ere long be materialized in his
life. Communism , Socialism , Bolshevism and all “isms” of that sort, none of these will
ever be successful in establishing the true democracy in the society as these cannot
give mind the adequate_discipiline which shqut chasten him ifhis animal selfishness and
make himself fgrest hifn the service of _othﬁ&

uped Mado___
LAST SERMON ON SELF - DEDICATION

Next, Bhagavan Krishna exhort Arjuna to remember the supreme fact in life that
God Himself is residing inall hearts as the soul ofall souls ,and itis He who is really
moving all beings to action by His Maya , Just as puppets are made to dance ina puppet
show . When man realizes this fact in his consciousness , not only he becomes so great that
through the complete annihilation of the lower self , he becomes the perfect conduit for the
outflow ofthe Cosmic willand through him God performs great work for the good of
the humanity . Thisis true jnana, the true Bhakti, and the true karma as well .
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Lastly , Bhagavan sums up all His teachings - in the Gita in these four words : “O,
Arjuna, fix thy mind upon me. Dedicate thy heart to me , Worship Me only. And by that
certainly thou shalt attain Me , I promise thee , as thou art My favourite I told you previous
that in our Shastras we have two kinds of ethics , viz ., the ordinary ethics whichis good
for the common run of people and the transcecdental ethics. So Bhagavan having spoken
first of the ordinary ethics , now speaks here of the transcendental thics for the spiritual
evolved souls . The ordinary code of ethics demands scruplous allegianceto duty . But
the higer ethics transcends duty through complete self —negation and self—dedication
to the Supreme Being who is no other than the Universal Life itself. Here Bhagavan gives
Arjuna His last word of instruction, which he terms as the “Supreme Secret”, ands is
generally called the Charama sloka (Final advice) by the devotees :

Give upall thy Dharma and Adarma and take refuge in Me alone . I will free thee
from all sins . Fearnot” Itis nothing less than complete self-dedication — heart, intellect,
body and mind , all laid as offerings on the divine altar .

So Until our educationist and all those who are heads of Universities and Colleges —
pay adequate attention to the teachings of the Gita—no peace, tranquility or happiness
could be achieved in this Country , Sri Lanka.

We request your noble self to help us by sending your contribution.

Sri sarada Devi Sevashramam.
The Manager

National Savings bank,
Wellawatta Branch,
Colombo-6

Sri lanka.

A/C No: 1-0070-01-9613-4 -

With sincere wishes to you all

Yours in the Lord
Sikontatunmg Swami Chidrupananda.
11721, Inuvif Wigs
Chunnakam
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“My ideal indeed can be put into a few words and that is: to preach unto

life.”

-Swami Vivekananda

2

QAJAN VIDEg

RAMANAN
AGENCY P(ST OFFICE

v

- Point Pedro

-

r - A

mankind their divnity, and how to make it manifest in every movement of

Y,




HARDWARE Mo

Point Pedro,

ARISE! AWAKE!
STOP NOT TILL
THE GOAL IS REACHED

-Swami Vivekananda
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Love thy Neighbour
do/' . As thy self.

OPTICALS

580, Hospital Road,
Jaffna.
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A WORD OF GRATITUDE

The exodus of refugees to Vadamaradchy were heavy. Here
Vice - President Ramakrishna Mission (Ceylon Branch) Rev.
Swami Atmaghananandaji Maharaj had timely come to our
assistance to help these suffering men, women and chil-
dren. Sri Ramakrishna Sarada Sevashrama Point Pedro.
owes its indebtedness to the Ramakrishna Mission.
Glory unto Sri Ramakrishna!
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NATIONAIL ‘SAVINGS BANK --, POINT PEDRO.

w% t‘&pug AT

"9 nEd §Hiu o)
“Your Famtly Bank'

ITHURU "MITHURU

TO ACHIEVE EXCELLENT BA/VI(}IVG STATUS BY YEAR 2002.
A BANK OFFERING THE HIGHER RATE OF INTEREST

NO STAMP DUTY FOR ANY - WITHDRAWALS.

BANK OFFERING BEST Of ITS SERVICES 1;0 ALL CUSTOMERS
ATTRACTIVE SCHEMES ARE INTRODUCED RECENTLY.
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* Hapan & PunchiHapan Kids operate it them - selves

¥ Prarthana - For Children long term Deposit

FACILITATES QUICK AND EASY TRANSACTION. 5
=

* Ithuru Mithuru - Unigue Savings Account foryouth
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* RideeRekha - - Win While you Save. : i :
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