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Condolence Message

The untimely death of our dear friend and colleague, Prof.
A. Sivarajah, was a shock to all of us. Prof. Ambalawanar Sivarajah
was born in Jaffna on June 22, 1944. He completed his secondary
Education in prestigious St.John’s College, Jaffna and obtained an
honours degree in Economics from the University of Peradeniya
in 1973. He joined the staff of this university as an assistant lecturer
on September 25, 1973. Ever since that date been served this
university continuously. He received post graduate training in
University of New Brunswick in Canada and subsequently in.
Jawaharlal Nehru University in India. He has been a premier authority
on constitutional crisis and Tamil politics in Sri Lanka for the past
two decades. Following the footsteps of founders of the discipline
of Political Science in Sri Lanka, including Dr. K.H. Jayasinghe and
Prof. AJ. Wilson, Prof. Sivarajah contributed a great deal to the
development of discipline at Peradeniya. He taught the subject in

* the Tamil and English media and had a wide network of former

students at Peradeniya and other universities in the Sri Lanka,

including universities in North East. He became Professor of

Political Science on 25th September 1999. He served the Faculty of
Arts in various capacities. He served as a Head of Department, a
member of the Crisis Management Committee and a student
counsellor. ,
For over three decades Prof. Sivarajah actively participated,
in the academic life in the university. He was a keen participant in’
faculty seminars, Peradeniya University research sessions and many’
other academic for a organized by the Faculty and the University.
We remember him as a very straight forward person with strong
opinions particularly on matters related to democracy, peace and
devolution of power in Sri Lanka. He was bold enough to express
his views without any inhibitions even when his was the lonely opinion
on a sensitive subject. In a Department with many personalities
representing different viewpoints and political affiliations, Prof.
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Sivarajah always served as a moderator and a person who
freely interacted with all parties concerned. For many, including his
junior colleagues, he was sincere friend and an honest reviewer of
their teaching and research work.

With his demise the Faculty of Arts lost one of its highly
committed scholars and a senior don trusted and highly respected
by his academic colleagues, students as well as by the non-academic
staff of all categories. '

Prof. Kalinga Tudor Silva
Dean/Faculty of Arts.
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The Void Created by You Can Never be Filled

WhenTheard that Prof. Sivarajah had left us so suddenly it took
some time for meto realize its impact. The Peradeniya University Faculty
of Arts lost a Senior Professor with exemplary qualities, because he
was a very committed academician inteaching, a researcher and a Political
Philosopher in Political Science.

WhenIworkedat the Faculty of Arts as Senior Assistant Registrar,
Ihad close association with Prof. Sivarajah, who was one of the humble,
genuine Professors in the Faculty, and I had the fortune to work with
Prof. Sivarajah, in various capacities. Tunderstood that his commitment
totheuniversity was unforgettable and also, works ethics that he exhibited
at evaluation committees, conducting examinations and other academic
works have been admirable. When I'was in the Faculty I know that he
was one of the Academic members who was in the Main Library
everyday. Considering the above facts Prof. Sivarajah was a role model
Professor for the young Academics of the faculty and the university as
well. Prof. Sivarajah was one of the active participants of the Faculty
Board of Arts. His friendly advice, the simple word spoken and
constructive ideas were much helpful to overcome controversial issues.
When he worked as Head of the Department for a short period I
appreciated his guidance, comforting words, advice continuous
encouragement and his inspiring sermons which I shall never forget.

The Faculty of Arts will miss you very much because a good
teacher is a joy forever. The void created byyou, can never be filled.
Prof. Sivarjah was a gentle unassuming individual; he was never given
to ostentatious talk or action. Whatever he did he did silently and
unobtrusively. He was a completely sincere gentleman with deep
commitment. Finally, last month I met Prof. Sivarajah at the Senate
staircase. Hen “Abey you are a big man, where’s your tie?” I never

forget these fewwords because this exhibited Prof. Sivarajah’s generosty,
which he did throughout his life. Good bye sir.

A.M.B.G. Abeysinghe
Deputy Registrar
Wayamba University of Sri Lanka, Kuliyapitiya.
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