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The tradition of having five divisions in akam or love
originated ata time when people lived in all the five regions, Paalai,
Mullui, Kutinji, Marutham and Neithal in the Tamil Jand. During
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the time of Kapilar and Paranar ‘the people of Paalai had moved
into the more fectile regions of Kutiaji and Mullai for permanent
settlement, and therefore, the theme of separation had to be
modificd to fit into the new pattern of society that occupied only
four of the five natural regions. Therefore, the paalaiththinai or
separation in love, which was meant earlier for the people of the
Paalai region was considered appropriate during the time of Kapilaf
and Paranar for the men of the hilly tracks who had to go to distant
places through the arid Paalai region in search of their livelihood.
This change in paalaiththinai had occured by the time of Kapilar and
Paranar. This is only an example to show how the early tradition

of love poety was changing as the life of people was changing in the

early days. -
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v 1iGn 4B HTE Aoy LB S5 Ceua@ib erarrens Therefore. this
change in the tradition and the stages by which it took place
cannot be traced historically as long as the poems in the eight
Anthologies and the ten Idylls are not arranged in their chrono.
logical order. .Until Tamil scholars take to this aspect of study
seriously, the history of early Tamil poetry cannot be traced
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