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A. Noble Soul

It was a terrific shock to me. when I came across the name
of the late Mr. Saba Ananther, my most respected neighbour,

in the obituary column of the Sunday edition. “The
Virakesary” ‘

Mr. Saba Ananther’s name is synonymous with Inuvil, a peaceful
hamlet in Jaffna, famed for Spirituality and traditional culture. Going
down memory lane glimses of his past life flash in my mind. A perfect

gentleman without any flaw in his behaviour, character and personlity
is no more.

Myr. Saba Ananther’s versatility in every sphere of his bolished life,
can be attributed to the sound education he received in his motherland
and abroad. His bachelor’s degree in London and his degree in Oriental

Languages in Madras speek well of his Sfluency in Tamil, English, and
Sanskrit.

He was a strict disciplinarian, an able administrator and a dedicated
teacher during his tenure in the Ministry of Education. Past students
and parents of Kathiresan college, Nawalapitiya and Saraswathy Maha
Vidyalaya, Pusellawa will never Jforget the untiring and selfless service,
he rendered to the hill country community. Befor he doffed his pads he
served as principal at Nainativu Maha Vidyalaya. One is reminded of
Oliver Goldsmith’s “Village School Master” when people from all walks
of life approached him for sound advice, to sort out their problems.

Retirement didn’t seclude him from puplic life. He devoted his time to
spiritual, cultural and literary activitis. It wus a Seast 10 the ear when he
chaired the “Kaviaragam’, a forum in the Jorm of debate in verse.

He also availed himself to students when they approached him for
help in English, without accepting anything in kind.

_ )
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Above all he was an active farmer, always toiling hard ( dﬂ]a”gwﬂﬁg STRIGET LIL.LIT! ~

in the sun scorched earth. It was a familiar sight to see him
pedalling his bicycle, with a towel wrapped around his
head, a sickle in his hand and carrying his farm produce
in the carrier of his bicycle; thereby displaying his abherence
to the dignity of labour. :
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Such is the greatness of this unassuming, egoless and uemiuTGev  2afled o _wijks 2 FSHF!
noble gentleman, who having settled all his children com-
fortably in life, breathed his last, after a brief iliness, lequ- OUIBBIBTOY euTipeysEe eulfisen Gemeisorg!- Gomys
ing behind an indclible_'mar/e in our hearts. k USTISIES D6 FeoTTed UGS TN !
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May ‘Pall Vairavar,” his chosen deity bless his soul o .
May ‘Pallappa Vairavar,” his chosen deity bless his sou Gaidw ol almisnss srEdw Cawimi!

with peace and eternal bliss.
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