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FOREWORD

——————n

DR. J. T. XAVIER

CgT is seldom that medical men engaged in practice, have research-

publications to their credit in fields like epigraphy, etymology

and anthropology. Dr. J. T. Xavier is an admirable exception. He is.

a Consultant Surgeon at the Base Hospital, Trincomalee. This book
of his is of interest to students of history, archaeology, comparative
religion, comparative linguistics and com;arative cmhzat:cns, parti-
culerly Hindu—Buddhist civilization.

He propounds new theories concerning the origin of the Sinhala
race and the Tamil race and their migrations to Lanka about the year
1800 B. C. He traces also their writing to the Indus Valley He
makes a new application of etymological analysis in reconstructing
ancient themo>s such as the invention of the first phonetic alphabet.
He makes also several unorthodox sugge:tions which may lead to
further research  Such is the theory of the Indian origin of the story
of Adam and Eve and the pre-Aryan names of the Mother Goddess,

The book is fu'l of new theories and suggestions and e tymolo-
gical explanations which must produce better understanding between
the various linguistic groups of India and Sri Lar ka

I wis' the book all success It is so interesting and informative.

- Bishop‘s House, X. S. Thani Na\agam,
Valalai, : M. A, M Litt. (Annamalaiy

Atchuvely, : Ph. D. (Lond.) D. D, (Rome)
Sri Lanka (Ceylon) :
28 December 1976.
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