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PEOPLE OF GOD AND THE TRIPLE
FUNCTION OF CHRIST

The people of God is marked by characteristics that clearly
distinguish it from all other religious, ethnic, political, or cultural
groups found in history. God is not the property of anyone
people. But he acquired a people for himself from those who
previously were not a people ; “a chosen race, a holy priesthood,
a holy nation” (1 Pet. 2:9).

Jesus is the one whom the Father anointed with the Holy
Spirit and established as priest, prophet and 4ing. The whole
people of God participates in these three offices of Christ and
bears the responsibilities for mission and service that flow from
them.

As priestly people every baptized faithful participates in the
sanctifying mission of Christ. Even though all the members of the
People of God participates in the ‘Common priesthood’, some
among them are specially called to participate in the ‘Ministerial
priesthood’, where they act in the Person of Christ.

As prophetic people all the members of the People of God
are called to adhere unfailingly to the faith and proclaim it
through their words and especially in their deeds.

- As royal people they share in the royal office of Christ, not
by ruling, but by serving. Christ King and the Lord of the
Universe, made himself the servant of all, for he came ‘not to be
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served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many’ (Mt.
20:28)

Therefore, every faithful must realize the seriousness of his
call in baptism, and especially in today’s context, he or she has to
strive hard to fulfil his responsibility as true follower of Christ, by

faithfully participating in his triple function according to his
ability.

Bro. Praveen Mahesan OM/
The Prophetic role of the priestHood

The Apostles were entrusted with the mission of announcing the good
news of God’s Kingdom. They fulfilled this mission very faithfully. “And
everyday in the temple and in people’s homes they continued to teach and
preach the good news about Jesus the Messaiah” (Acts. 5:42). They took
this mission as their priority without any excuse. “It is not right for us to
neglect the preaching of God’s word in order to handle the finances” (Acts.
6:12)

St. Paul realized that it was his prime duty to preach the gospel. “And
how terrible it would be for me if I do not preach the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:17).
He exhorted his disciple Timothy to preach the gospel without ceasing. “I
command you to preach the message, to insist upon telling it, whether the
time is right or not, to convince, reproach and encourage, teaching with all
patience” (2 Tim. 4:2).

. Following the command of Christ to preach the gospel to all nations
the church continues to fulfil this mission through the Bishops, priests and
other ministers. The second Vatican council emphasises the task of the
priests to preach the gospel. “They shoulder the sacred task of the gospel, so
that the offering of the people can be made acceptable through the
sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit” (P.O.No. 2). Hence the priests,
bishops and religious should become well rooted in the word of God in order
to become efficient ministers.

Mr. M. Jesuthasan
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Ministerial Priesthood and Liturgy

The priesthood becomes meaningtul in  the daily
celebration of the Eucharist, sacraments and the liturgy of the
hours. As the host changes into the sacred Body of Christ through
the hands of the priest so too his lite should become holy. When
the wine changes into the blood of Christ it becomes a symbol of
the sufterings that a priest must undergo.

Priests are collaborators of the Bishop and also the
deacons. A cordial relationship needs to built up between the
Bishop and the priests because it is the Priesthood of Christ
that binds them together.

Jesus Christ Instituted the priesthood during the last
supper when he said: “Do this in memory of me.” In order to
perpetuate the celebration of the Eucharist he instituted the
sacrament of the priesthood.

Blessed Virgin Mary stood at the foot of the cross when
Jesus oftered all the priests under the care of her mother. She
loves all the priests because she is the mother of the priests.

. The church grew and became strong because of many
commited priests. There are many missionaries who totled hard

for the growth of the church. Christ Is the example for all the
priests in tultilling the will of the Father.

Rev. Fr. C.J. Antony Bala
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The Mesaiag of the priesthood in the liberstion
struggle of the Tamils in Sei Lanks

In the Old Testament Moses was called by God to set
free the Israelites from the slavery of Egypt. “Let my people
go” was the command of God. Jesus came into this world in
order to liberate the sinners, the suffering and the oppressed.

All over the world today there is a cry for a liberation.
Most of the Asian countries are faced with the problems of
oppression of the miniority, which is the cause of war.

The ethnic conflict is Sri Lanka began almost five
decades ago. The Tamils as a minority felt the discrimination
at various levels and peaceful protests were made in the
beginning. The catholic church did not launch any serious
programmes in the beginning against the injustice. The
politicians too failed to fight with committment for the
equality of the Tamils. The Tamil youth began to take up
arms to fight for justice. Some of the clergy and religious
supported the liberation struggle of the Tamils after which the
church officially began to raise her voice for justice.

Pope John Paul II together with the Asian Bishops
showed his concern for the sufferings of the minority in the
synodal document: “Ecclesia in Asia”. He has mentioned
about Human rights violations and racial discriminations. The
people expect the clergy to live a life of witness more than
their preching.
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There are new challenges in the mission of the priests.
There are thousands of displaced people, widows, orphans
and handicaped who demand new ministries from the part of
the priests.

Rev. Fr. J. Nincholas

Marian Spirituality in the mission of a
Priest

When a priest meditates on Mary and follows her example, he
understands more fully the mystery of Christ the Priest that is prolonged in the
Church, and in which the priest participates in a special way. Marian
spirituality helps the priest to live Mary’s active and motherly presence in the
Church and in humanity. The reason for this is that Christ's sacerdotal
anointing occurred in Mary's womb; His priestly work was fulfilled by
associating Mary with it.

The example of the Upper Room will always remind the priest, as the
leader of the community, that the Church must experience the presence and
example of Mary.

~ Mary’s union with Christ the Priest is expressed in various fundamental
aspects: acceptance, perseverance, association and intercession. Christ’s
priestly reality is prolonged in the Church and is shared in a special way by
priests. Thus the Church's sacerdotal function has a Marian dimension: to
proclaim, to make present, to communicate Christ and his salvation.

Therefore, the effectiveness of the priestly ministry is, in a certain way,
conditioned by the priest's Marian spirituality, which is an imitation of the vital
experience of Christ.

Mary has acquired maternal rights over priests. Therefore a priest has
a special right to call Mary as his mother. His devotion to Mary will enrich his
ministry. : ;

Fr. P.J. Jebaratnam
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