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From the Editor:
To Be and To Escape

Assimilating the Existentialism of Soren Kierkegaard

Life is the basic and fine manifestation of existence. The slogan
“Life is to be lived” surfaced in contemporary existentialism. At the
same time post war existentialists depict life as a continuous struggle.
Life is not for all those who are born but it is for those who are ready to
accept the challenges.

According to Soren Kierkegaard, men and women who accept
the challenges of life are those who have realized the meaning of human
existence. In his own life he experienced many challenges and his
existentialism is the result of these struggles of life.

For him there are people who are leading a loose sense of
existence. They have not yet realized the real meaning of the human
existence. They cannot stand up for their own convictions and ideals.
They are carried away by the heroes who are popular or by the famous
trends or by their own ambitions. Those who are in the loose sense of
existence never live their life in its fullness.

There are some others who are leading a dragging sense of
existence. These men and women are cowards who withdraw in the
face of the struggles of life. They are also escapists many a times.

Besides these two categories, Soren Kierkegaard had a dream
about a third category of people who are a few in number. These are the
realists and ready to accept the struggles of life. He calls these as the
‘believers’ or ‘those who leap into darkness’. He invites men and
women to live the life to its fullness by accepting all the ups and downs
instead of running away from life.

Dear reader! Where do you stand in these categories of
life? Are you ready for the ‘combating life> which Soren
Kierkegaard points out? The nature of philosophy is to give

strength to face the challenges of human existence.
J.Paul Rohan
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The Beauty Of The Consciousness Is Seen On The Face
A Philosophical Appraisal

-S. F. Kirupananthan

The history of civilization is the selection of collective memory
of human destruction from the point view of victory. The human being,
which is a biological species, destroyed many human beings of the same
biological species. The present millennium has no future and war is
contuing. The genocide, mass poverty, displacement, no proper water
and housing facilities for millions of people are still continuing. We are
called upon to look into the positive assertion of the understanding
human being from the negative narrowness of existentialism. The
otherness of the other in the philosophy Emmanuel Levinas sheds new
light in the understanding of human feeling. The human responsibility is
born in the face to face situation. Face is always a personal affinity.

Fntroduetion to Research

- Hemamalini Kanapathipillai

Research becomes indispensable in this vast and rapid scientific
era. From the montessori children to the higher grade graduates this
field of research is taking a prominent place.

What does research mean? Research is denoted by different
names “endeavours, submission, planned programme, hard toil “etc.
The word itself shows forth how much hard work and human effort are
to be put into this field is in order to have a scientific and methodical
result.

The word Research comes from the French word “Recercher”,
which means “Seeking”. The Research has some purposes it tself as
Karnap points out “Everything has its own purpose under its own
existence”. In that way, every research is for knowing the truth,
understanding the contextual changes of the word, revealing the
unknown things and so on.
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As regards the division of research we could infer two
divisions:

a) Scientific Research

b) Literature Research
Scientific research can be divided into two divisions.

a) Basic Research

b) Utilitarian Research
and Literature research can be divided into two divisions.

a) Preliminary Research

b) Secondary Research

Groping in Darkness
- Doubt fire

Both blind and those who have sight will grope in darkness. The
words ‘sight” and ‘vision’ though they seem to have similar meaning are
different in a profound way. ‘Sight’ refers to the physiological seeing
whereas ‘vision’ refers to the philosophical insight into the realities.
With regard to the first humanity has improved a lot. Physiological
blindness is marvellously remedied not only in humans but also in
animals. But with regard to the ‘vision’ humanity has to improve a lot.
The insight into the realities of life, the far sightedness and future
orientation are lacking to a great extent. Socrates called those people
who do not have the far sight and vision of life as swines. The fact that
the pigs cannot raise their head to look up is taken as an allegory to
indicate those people who do not have the far sight and vision of life.
Nowadays humanity needs a far sight and a new vision urgently.

There is a story among the people of Peru. They tell the story of
a group of their people who, fourteen generations ago, retreated to a
close valley at a great altitude in the Andean Alps, where they lived by
themselves cut off from the rest of civilization. Due to the effect of the
great altitude and a contagious disease, they gradually lost their sight till
the whole people became totally blind. Their life went on, however, as
they developed their other senses and adapted to the situation.

Once, however, their happiness was threatened by an
unexpected event. A young explorer found these people in the valley.
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The newcomer soon realized that he was the only sighted person in the
company and decided to stay in order to help them, with his sight, to
lead a better life. He wanted to prove to them the advantage of seeing.
But, to his surprise, he could not convince them. He devised proofs, but
they did not work. He asked them to surround him in a circle, and he
would escape walking stealthily through a gap between them; but their
ears were exceedingly sharp and they closed ranks before he could get
through. They could collect faster the fruit of the trees, as they sensed
its ripeness by smell and touch with greater speed and accuracy than he
could do by sight. So the people thought that he was handicapped, and
as such they treated him.

Meanwhile he had fallen in love with a girl in the group. The
girl was blind, of course, but he thought that once they married, he
could take her back to civilization, and medical treatment there could
restore her sight. But things worked otherwise. When he asked the girl,
she answered: “I also love and want to marry you. There is, however,
one difficulty. I have consulted the elders of our people and they think
that you are sick by being able to see. You have to undergo a surgery
and must become as blind as we are. Then only our dream of getting
married will be realized”.

The explorer thought throughout the night. They want to make

‘him blind. The operation is the removal of his eyes. They want to make

him “normal”, and normal for them means blind as they all are. .In the

_darkness of the night, where blindness and sight merge in a common

“shadow, he becomes ready for the sacrifice and accepts the test of his
love. He will willingly become blind.

But the early morning brings the first rays of the rising sun to
play upon the enchanted valley. The beauty of its hills, its meadows, its
river, its flowers awakes all at once with the irresistible charm. Then he
tried for a moment to say good bye to it all, but found that he cannot. He
will not be blind. He wakes up at last from the slumber of his romance
and ran away from the valley of the blind.

This Peruvian story has a lot of insights. Those who grope in
darkness many a time do not want to come into light. They want to
remain in the slumber and they do not want to wake up. At the same
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time they also criticize the people who wake up and try to get rid of
them as troublemakers.

Groping in darkness is a common phenomenon in human
history. It is a continuous phenomenon. At the same time it is also true
that humanity will get the insight and new vision through the rare
people who wake up from different types of slumbers. The poetic lines
of our local poet Mr. A. Jesurasa will be a better conclusion here:

My identity and
My soul are getting spoilt.
I was asked to shrink into a monistic closed circle.

As time went on

I could not tolerate it anymore
Came out and started walking
They surrounded me with batons
And labelled me ‘troublemaker’.

A COMPARATIVE NOTION ON TY

ARRIY
AN @’gﬁ

- A. Justin

When, we look at History, we can say, that many countries were
under the reign of Tyranny. Hence, regarding Tyranny many
philosophers and specially Thiruvalluwar give their notions in different
ways. The philosophers such as; John Locke, St. Thomas Aquinas,
Hobbes and Machiavelli give there conflicting ideas about Tyranny.

When we look at the idea of St. Thomas Aquinas on Tyranny,
He as a Christian philosopher and theologian, having the notion of One
God, is fully against Tyranny because Tyranny abolishes the dignity of
a person. According to Machiavelli in his book called The Prince, says,
that a Prince should reign over the people as a lion and a fox. Then only
it is possible for him to do what he wants and wishes. When a king does
not win over the hearts of the people by love then he has to be a
dictator. So, we can see that he promotes Tyranny. Hobbes looked at the
natural man as an “Immense Shark” and the peaceful situation of man as
Unnatural.
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According to Thiruvalluwar, when the reign of the king is
honourable, then the people will be in happiness, and Joy; and when it is
in Tyranny people will lose their happiness, Joy and fullness. It is a
pathetic stage for people. Specially, the country will not flourish and the
arts of the country will be eliminated. Therefore, Tyranny is not apt for
the people.

Generally, Tyranny destroys the happiness, Joy and dignity of
people and therefore, it should be eliminated from the society.

SPIRITUAL CHARACTE

|

- “Velmaran”

Already two thousand years ago the Tamil people understood

the function, feelings and thoughts of the human body and they
generally included all these in the intellect.

They found the technique and the great power of these external
senses. When the five senses work together a person is considered a full
man; when one of the sense is defective then he is considered not
perfect. Therefore, the orderly function of the senses makes man
perfect. Having control over the senses a great person is one who can
control his senses.

Due to wrong and deceptive perceptions persons fall into
problems and dangers. Hence, the senses should be used in the life of a
person in order to develop his good characters and qualities. Then they
become useful to others also. Thus, the Spiritual life consists in
avoiding the bad characteristics and in developing the good ones.

Hence, the first and foremost need for the Spiritual life is the
controlling of the senses from bad habits and characters. These do not
come through birth but through our daily practices, exercises,
experiences and perseverance. Specially, to make these actions the
needed power comes from the Supernatural Power called God. We get
the controlling power over our senses, through worshiping and doing his
will. Thus, we may avoid ignorance and sin and live a long life.
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Envy According to Some
Philosophers

- S. Duke Vincent

Envy, it is within itself. It is an anger not clearly known. But it
burns itself within the heart of the person. Envy is very dangerous. It
can destroy the person fully without the person knowing it. Envy can be
between kings, politicians, societies, groups and even in families.

Many philosophers, such as; Plato, Aristotle, St.
Augustine, Machiavelli, Karl Marx and specially Thiruvalluwar,
give their notions on Envy in different ways.

According to Plato, it is a “Feverish condition”. In a
Government there are three kinds of people; a) Governer b) Warriors c)
Workers. In two ways the Governer can face threat such as; local threats
and foreign threats. Local threat means Governer faces the challenges
from the warriors and the workers when he does not give the proper
salaries and respect to the workers. According to Aristotle, the main
cause for Envy is “Poverty”. To solve the problem of Envy, poverty
must be eliminated. St. Augustine says, that when there is no justice in
the country, then there is no peace. When, there is no justice in the
country, then people will be in a cruel and pathetic situation. There will
be confusion among the people and Governers. When there is Justice in
the country then there is peace. Otherwise, it will be a country of
barbarians and thugs. According to machiavelli, whether it is envy or
feverish condition from foreign countries, to solve these problems, a
king should have some qualities, such as; Governer should know the
likes and dislikes of the people of his country, be generous and merciful
and specially, he should as a lion have braveness and sometime cunning
as a fox. Then only he can know the problems of the country and make
proper ways to solve the problems. Karl Marx says, Envy starts when
the rich people suppress the poor workers.

According to Thiruvalluwar, generally the shadow of the trees
and the waters help tired persons, but there are some poisonous trees
and water which affect the people, even lead them to death. Like that, in

Qmuiufuied ¢ErH@ - Wimd — nnigel 2004 - 2005 35



the life of a person, there are relatives and friends but some of them are

like enemies behind the scene. Specially, he says, a person who is in
envy, creates problems, destructions and atrocities to himself and to
others. Then, his life will be in the brink of death and a holocaust.

Therefore, in one way Envy is dangerous to the country but in
another way it is an advantage because the country can reflect and recall
the likeness of the people and the life of the people and provide for the

betterment of the people.
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Gottfried Leibniz (1646 — 1716)

- J. Elmo

Gottfried Leibniz was born in 1646 at Leipzig,
Germany. He was one of the central figures of 175
century philosophy. Not only was he a philosopher, he
was also a mathematician, historian, and linguist. His
essays on philosophy attracted the youngsters of his
age and it became very famous in the 18™ century.

" In the philosophy expounded by Leibniz, there is an infinity of
substances, created and maintained in existence by God. These
substances were called monads. The universe is composed of countless
conscious centers of spiritual force of energy. Each monad represents an
individual microcosm, mirroring the universe in varying degrees of
perfection and developing independently of all other monads. Humans,
however, with their limited vision, cannot accept such evils as disease
and death as part of a universal harmony.
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Glossary

Absolute Idealism
Altruism
Associationalism
Abnormal Psychology
Animalism

Applied Psychology
Business Psychology
Black mail
Behaviourism

. Critical Realism

. Child Psycholo

. Clinical Psychology

. Criminological Psychology

Counselling Psychology

. griter_ig Pt -
. Cognitive Psycholo -
. Diaﬁgctive M)éthod & -
. Determinist -
. Deterent Punishment -
. Dope peddler -
. Differential Psychology -
. Development Psychology -
. Differential -
. Empiricism -
. Educational Psychology -
. Experimental Psychology -
. Functionalism -
. Fatalist -
. Genetic Psychology -

Hedonism

. Indeterminist
. Inference
. Introspection

Institutional Psychology

. Interpretation of Dreams

. Industrial Psychology

- Knowledge of description
. Knowledge by acquaintance
. Knowledge of things

. Knowledge of truth

. Light post punishment

. Legal

. Logical Positivism

. Medical Ethics

. Moral Concepts

. Moral Truth

. Methodological Solipsism
. Meta Language

Naturalism

. Non Apprehension
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