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Rev. Sr. A. Rajani H.C.

No one will deny the fact that this year 2005 has been a year of
natural disasters. The year started with the unforgettable memory of
the loss of 400,000 people instantly by the Tsunami and millions of
properties destroyed. Then flooding in India, forest fire in Indonesia;
the hurricanes such as Wilma, Reeta, Alpha; the earthquake in
Pakistan, etc. have caused untold destructions in the whole universe.

There are ample questions why all these happen or rather why
then does God allow all these sufferings? The affected as well as others
ask these questions. Different Religions give different answers. Islam
would say that when man does not do the will of Allah libulisu comes
in such forms and attacks. Buddhism traces that when nature is
destroyed man gets destroyed. Hinduism would say that these are the
anger of the Gods upon human beings because of heir impure deeds.
But we Christians firmly believe that our God is Love and merciful. He
never intends to destroy his loving people and gets satisfaction. We,
human beings, continually destroy nature for our own selfishness and
consequently, nature reacts. When all these disasters happen God
allows because he has given us the freedom to choose and act.

ESamuTiLsh BHIGRISE .....



Moreover, we cannot understand the mind of God. He is omnipotent
and omniscient at all times.

Whatever disasters or destruction happen we should not lose

our hope.

The Eucharistic Year -
Clergy and Caity
; Rov .Fr. J.RThayaparan

Our late Pope John Paul Il proclaimed the last liturgical year as
the ‘year of the Eucharist’, in order to deepen our knowledge and
strengthen our faith in the mystery of the Eucharist and live it as our
daily experience.

Jesus Christ, the High Priest offered himself, his Body and Blood,
in sacrifice to God the Father and redeemed the whole humanity. The
promise “Lo, | am with you always to the close of the age” (Mt. 28:20)
is fulfilled by the unique presence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist.

The church draws her life from the Eucharist. The second Vatican
Council rightly proclaimed that the Eucharistic sacrifice is “the source
and summit of the Christian life.”

“The Lord Jesus on the night he was betrayed” (1 Cor.11:23)
instituted the Eucharistic Sacrifice of his body and his blood as well as
the Priesthood to continue his sacrifice and mission. So the sacrament
of Eucharist and Priesthood are so incorporated and cannot be
separated. “The Eucharist is the centre and summit of priestly ministry.”
The celebration of the Eucharist is the most important moment of the
priest’s day, the centre of life and ministry.

SmuTich BENRIEST ... gsbut 2005




Though the ordained priest who acting in the person of Christ,
brings about the Eucharistic sacrifice and offers it to God in the name
of all the people, the faithful also join in the offering of the Eucharist by
virtue of their royal priesthood.

In the year of the Eucharist several efforts and activities took
place for the priest and laity to foster the Eucharistic faith. The year of
the Eucharist was the gift of God to renew our Eucharistic life.

Pope John Paul 1, Woemen and
the Foly Eucharist

Rev. Fr. J.A. Arulthasan

Pope John Paul Il had a great devotion to the most Holy Eucharist,
and the Blessed Mother. Mary and the Eucharist are mostly the main
themes in his 14 encyclicals 68 apostolic letters. The Holy father urges
the Christ’s faithful to be more faithful to Christ by unfolding the
revealed mysteries of the Holy Eucharist through his Encyclicals; The
Eucharist unites and strengthens the church, It makes the suffering, death,
and resurrection of Christ present. Thus Christ is present in the church
through the celebration of the Eucharistic banquet. The Virgin Mary is
the first women who lived the life of the Eucharist; and she is closely
connected with the Eucharist. So, she is called “The women of the
Eucharist” in the encyclical “Ecclesia de Eucharistia”.

The Pope voiced out for the oppressed. He stressed in his
encyclical “The dignity of the women” that the equality and the dignity
of the women should be respected. In his encyclical “Ecclesia in Asia”
he mentioned that to make the church as a participatory church; It
must give the place for women to involve in the activities of the church.




The devotion and the love of Pope John Paul Il towards the holy
Eucharist, and the Blessed mother, strengthened and nourished him to
guide the faithful of the universal church to Christ.

Rov. Bro. Fr. A. Chrigty Ruban Fermando

We have seen signs of time especially in our personal context.
The whole of Sri Lanka is in uritold fear for what would happen in the
next moment. If there is no news of murders, shootings, kidnappings
or rapings that will be the hot news. We have almost lost hope for
peace. In this devastating situation what is this ‘Dawn from Heaven'.
Yes, that is the Birth of Jesus Christ the hope from heaven to boost our
lost stamina.

The whole world prepares to celebrate Christmas on a big scale,
but what is the big celebration that Christmas demands. That is to
destroy our enmity, selfishness and violence and embrace brotherly
concern. Then only will our celebration become meaning ful. Every
year we celebrate Christmas. Jesus is born; we have to ask the question
whether he is born in our hearts also or as usual only in the manger.

God worried about the life of the Israelites. He says “I reared
children and brought them up but they have rebelled against me, the ox
knows its owner and the donkey its masters’ crib but Israel does not
know, my people do not understand” (Is: 1.2-3} So,God became man,
man couid not go towards God; so God came down towards man. Let
us accept and welcome that God within our hearts leaving out all our
racial and ethnical partialities. '
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Alfter Forty Years

Rov. Bro. Fr. M. David

Having walked for forty years after the second Vatican
council, we have to analyze and see how much the decision and
proposals, made by 2,600 Bishops, theologians, he representatives from
all the countries, non-Catholic participants and members form the
Russian Orthodox Church, have impressed the thinking pattern of the
“Pilgrim Church”. Among all the General Councils that were held in
the life of the Church the Second Vatican council becomes the first
Council in which comparatively more people from all over the world
took part.

The Second Vatican council is the fruit of the Holy Spirit who
is the source and foundation of the life of the Church. With the Council
the Church became visibly seen as spirit — filled and spirit — led family.
If there was not such a Council in the Catholic Church, it would not
have come to a position to accept and to show respect to the other
religions. This is the Council ha iniiaes with much urgency the
dialogue with the other religions and for Ecumenism among the
separated Christians. For the first time the Catholic Church accepted
the mistakes it had made on its part for the separation of the fellow
Christians and this paved waved the way for real Ecumenical efforts
to come up in the Church.

The Second Vatican Council brought a new vision in the
Liturgical services of the Church. The people were able to participate
in the liturgical celebrations in their own languages and also in their
own cultural context. The Council emphasized the importance of the
Holy Bible and because of the Council the Laity is also able to have a




profound knowledge of the Bible and they are able to conduct Bible

services on Sundays when they are unable to have a priest to have a
mass on Sundays.

This Sacred Council also paved the way to come to under-
stand the structure of the Church in a different way. The absolute
monarchical structure and the aristocracy of the bishops and priests
were destroyed. The faithful were not merely considered as passive
subjects but a prime role was entrusted to them in the structure of the
Church. After the Second Vatican Council the church and its
movements shifted form the hierarchical pyramidal structure to the
concept of communion of the faithful.
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Mr. V. Nishanthan (Passaiyoor)

‘Irai lyal Kolankal® helps me to know more about my faith.
The 'Synopsis' is a very useful feature. | am proud of be a reader
of this periodical. My thanks and best wishes to the administrative
committee. '
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