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SYNOPSIS

Creation is a gift of God to Humans

This article is a reflection on creation in the light of the Old Testament. It
identifies the survival energy in creation, as it reveals the creative love and
the transforming power of God the Creator who is imminent in creation.
While the creation story and the Wisdom literatures speak of this, Book of
Job inthe last chapters speaks of eco-centered creation and prompts humans’
responsible stewardship in managing and looking after God’s creation, without
claiming ownership of it. The Prophets on their part focused on human’s
relationship to the land which belongs to God and demanded righteousness
and justice in dealing with it.

The article is concluded with the call to practice environmental discipline,
which for the Christians is not an option but a moral imperative. Respecting
creation and living the role of a steward, not only pave the way for the present
generation of people to experience life in abundance and also give assurance
of such life to the future generation. Because the will of the Creator is the
well being is that all creation flourishes.

Rev. Fr.Gerard de Rosairo omi,

T e // S



Nature in the preaching of Jesus

Human beings have rights over the nature. In the Old Testament God spoke
to the Israelites through nature, especially he made himself present in the
mountain places,like Sinai. Mountains are considered as sacred places where
the almighty dwells. In the gospel Jesus is seen as the one who has the inti-
mate relationship with nature. In his preaching he gives much priority to na-
ture. As the ten Commandments were given to the Israelites through Moses
on the Mountain, eight beatitudes are given by Jesus on The Mountain. So in
Jesus’ preaching natural places play an important role. In proclaiming the
kingdom of God he and it’s values he mentions the birds, animals and flow-
ers in a symbolic way. So that people will grasp the message very quickly.
To maintain communian with his father, Jesus chooses very silent and lonely
places.So, we also try to make a good relationship with God by loving na-
ture.

Mr. A.S. Arokiyanathar

To Come to know God in the Nature

One of the most fundamental issues is that ‘Does God exist?.
Theism accepts the existence and atheism in its various forms
rejects it. The truth of God 1s unique. Man can know through
the light of natural reason. Man by nature and vocation is a
religious being. Created to live in comunion with God, Man
can arrive at the knowledge of His existence through the light
of reason and by the light of faith. “God, the origin and end of
all things,can be known and demonstrated with certainty by
the natural light of reason starting from the created world, that
is from the visible work of creation,as a cause is known through
its effects” c.c.c 31-35. There are many theories employed to
prove it; among them the famous five ways of St. Thomas
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Aquinas is a popular one. In employing the philosophical ar-
guments and creation one can come to know the God who
exists.Theistic arguments and scriptural proofs help us to dem-
onstrate with certainty the existence of God.

Rev. Fr. Patrick Leo OMT

Balance of Nature and Divinity

The earth and its state of existence in its environment together
are called nature. In view of this state of existence the nature
is in balance in itself. This balance of nature is being estab-
lished through its continuity and activation of power in its own
sources of Mega speed, extreme heat rays and very active
chemical reactions in its own components .That is a sort of unity
in diversity. Knowing this state of affairs our ancestors even
now many of us too are worshiping nature as divine super power,
that is God.But the theologians said this balance of nature in
an example to reveal the Majesty of God. Instead, seeing the
nature in the image of God is also the same as accepting the
Majesty of God.

Mr. R. Thilaharatnam

The Need to Protect the Nature.

There is a growing awareness among people all over the world
today that we are facing an ecological crisis. Nature, in its
original, un-tampered state,was perhaps the most impressive
and imposing masterpiece of the creator. Not only was it noted
for its amazing immensity, awe -inspiring majesty, captivating
beauty and breath- taking variety, it was also remarkable as a

T /// - e 201



self- sustaining, self - maintaining, self repairing, balanced and
harmonious system.

New insights and new interpretations that emerge in the
present times in different religious traditions and sources em-
phasize greatly the significance of the interdependence of crea-
tures in the world and perceive the world as a single cosmic
community and the world as a gift from God and a possession
of God. Although human beings are placed at the apex of crea-
tion, they are integral.to creation and have the responsibility
to take care of creation. This underlines a perspective that will
respect the earth and her resources. Humans are created to be
stewards and caretakers of God’s creation and to share in the
creative and sustaining power of God, the creator.

Rev. Bro. A. Skaran Raj

Lands without addfess

If we turn the pages of the scriptures there are ample incidents about lands.
People of Israel were given a land by God. “I have come down to deliver
them from Egyptians and to bring them up out of that Land to a good and
broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey (Ex3:8).

While the people of Israel were in the land of Babylon as slaves, they were
asked to sing one of the songs of Zion. They said how Could we sing the
Lord’s song in a foreign land (ps137:4). People of Israel said that to worship
their God, they want their own land and in a free land only they will be able
to worship God in freedom.

a1 \\  Soopiius Garavsian



During the time of Jesus, the major portion of the lands were with the rich
people. People who do not have a land were very poor people. Many
people were alienated from the land. In this condition the Gospel message
of Jesus was love and justice. '

In Sri Lanka people are alienated from their own lands for various reasons;
small islands are sold to foreigners. In the name of development the natural
lands are getting polluted. People who were living in their own lands are cast
away. This land of ours is really a blood shed land. Our lands are searching
for their address.

Rev. Bro. Jerlad OMI

Selfishness of Man thwarts the love of God

As image of God a person is endowed with an especial dignity. The notion of
Merciful Stewardship is at the centre of our responsibility as image of god.
As viceregents of God within creation, we have both a vocation and a task
to love, care for and develop the portion of creation we can affect. For the
first time in the history of the world human beings possess the tragic power
to blight our whole earth. We begin to see that there are things technically
feasible but utterly destructive of all life within a matter of generation.

Man must stand in need of a new and better logic. We are in a small earth,
resourcess are limited. Man with his selfish motivation, destroys the crea-
tion.

Rev. Bro. V. Anton Justin OMI
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St.Francis of Assisi

Francis was born in the little city of Assisi in Italy.Peter Bernardone who was
Francis’s father was greatly pleased with his son. Lady Pica Francis’s gentle
mother wanted her son to be a son of God one day.

As Francis grew into a young man he wasted his father’s money in spending
with the funny games around the city with his friends. But above all these
worldly satisfaction he was so kind with the poor, lowly and the beggers.
He was highly taken up by the creation of god.

There was a large city that wanted to bring little Assisi and neighboring towns
under its power. When the nobles of Assisi called for volunteers to help,
defend their countryside, Francis and his company joined in the battle. In the
war they were all caught up and kept in a prison where Francis made others
to be happy with the hope of a future by his songs and jokes. Then he
helped his father in his business. After seeing the poor and the beggars in his
surroundings heremoved his wealthy clothes and put on sack clothto be a
friend of those who were in need.

In every work of the artist he promised the artist, whatever he found in the
things made he referred to the maker. He rejoiced in all the works of the
hands of the Lord. In beautiful things he saw beauty itself, all things were to
him good. Above all he rejoiced in creatures specially birds and animals. He
used to preache to them and bless them when he happens to meet them
along the roads and the paddy fields. When the birds see him they used to
rest on his head and the hands as well as animal rest under his feet.

He used to call the female creatures as sisters and the male creatures as
brothers. He had a close relationship not only with the living creatures but
also with other objects e.g. Brother Sun and sister moon. Francis praised
God on behalf of every creature what God has created.

Francis founded a religious order. After establishing the congregation he could
collect thousands of youth to work in the vineyard of the Lord. He established
a 3" order of Franciscan for the laity also.
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When Francis was at the age of 44, he was half-blind and seriously ill. Two
years before his death, he received the stigmata, the real and painful wounds
of Christ in his hands, feet and side.

On his death bed he said over and over “Be praised, O Lord for Sister
Death”. He sang the 141 psalm also. At the end he asked his superior to
have his clothes removed when the last hour comes, in imitation of his Lord.
As he foretold, he was canonized by Pope Gregory in 1226 oct.4.

Rev. Bro.M. Anton Jerad
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