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CHURCH DOCUMENTS ON
EVANGELIZATION

Church by its nature is missionary, for it is sent by its Founder ,
Jesus Christ. Therefore, evangelization becomes the duty and the
mission of the church. This underlining factor is expressed in all
the encyclicals and other documents of the church. When we analyse
these documents we can note also the development of thoughts and
understanding with regard to the responsibility - the evangelization.
Very specially the second Vatican Council (1962-1965) gave a
new out look to the mission of evangelization.

29 G

Among the post Vatican II documents “Ad gentes”, “Evangelii
Nuntiandi”, and “Redemptoris Missio” are important and
remarkable “Ad gentes” affirms that the Church is “Sent’ to preach
the Good News to the whole world. Also, it underlines the necessity
for the spreading of the Gospel, that all men and women come to
know the Truth and be saved. Evangelii Nuntiandi is the first
Apostolic Exhortation that used the term ‘evangelization’ instead
of “Mission”. Pope Paul VI says here that evangelization is the
vocation, grace and the sign of the Church. According to it, not
* only the people are evangelized but also the church itself is
evangelized. “Redemptoris Missio” speaks about the challenges
ahead of the third century. In evangelization, this encyclical
encourages the usage of the modern technological media facilities.
Thus, in summary all these documents and the encyclicals of the
Church request all the Christ’s faithful to involve themselves in
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the task of evangelization and to work for the wholistic redemption
of all humanity.

Corfucioqs DMH

THE ROLE OF THE CHRISTIAN
FAMILIES IN EVANGELIZATION

“And He said to them, go into all the world and proclaim the Good
news to the whole Creations” (MK 16/15)

The family is the nucleus of society and is a gift from God to
humanity. The members of the family have certain rights, duties
and responsibilities among themselves and towards society. The
family is the nursery where all the good things are taught to the
children who are the future leaders of Society. The family plays a
prominent role in socializing the children in accordance with the
norms and values of the society.

The church earnestly asked the families to be the witness of Christ.
To be a witness of Christ means first of all one should live or
practice the values of Christ in one’s day today endeavours. The
pathetic thing in today’s society is that due to various forms of
Social changes such as Globalization, Secularization and
consummerism families are in disorder. They are unable to bear
the challenges that vehemently affect the harmonies of the families.

It is high time for us to retreat into our life situation and take all
remedial measures in order to reformulate the uniqueness of the
family. Life is a journey towards our Goal embracing everybody

with love of God and Man.
Miss T. Denny
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THE MISSIONARY METHODS OF
BLESSED JOSEPH VAZ,

What ever project is carried out with good preparation and with
foresighted plan will bear fruit very much. In that way the
missionary methods of Fr. Joseph Vaz was a successful ministry
in Sri Lanka both during his life time and for 150 years even after
his death as well.

During his ministry he had béen handling different methods unlike
the Portugtiese missionaries who were able only to transplant the
existing Church of Portugal in Ceylon. Most of the Europian
missionaries were the chaplains of the troops. So they could not
reach out the people properly always and at anytime they want to.
At the same time they were able to do only what they are dictated
by their governments. But as far as the ministry of Fr. Joseph Vaz
concerning he was the first Asian missionary who was trying to
organize the church in Ceylon which was almost in the state of
dying without a priest for thirty years. At the same time the added
responsibilities given to him as Vicar General of Ceylon and the
superior of the Oratorions in Ceylon really gave him power to plan
and carry out his mission in such a way on his own according to the
needs and condition of the people here with total commitment and
ardent missionary zeal. ;

Onr of his brilliant foresight acts in his missionary life was that
before he-get into the field he toiled hard to reorganize his
congregation into an Oratory of St. Philip Neri. When this
community was at the point of being dissolved, his choice as the
superior gave a new impetus to the Oratory and this act hore fruit
of-a regular supply of priests to Ceylon for 150 years even after
the death of Fr. Vaz. '
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Thus his tireless work, staying and feiling with poor and the sick,
his personal contacts and visits of the catholic communities total
.submission and faith in God’s providence, and courage to face any
challenges even to the point of death threatening; all these became
 stepping stones for him in his missionary method and life. Through
his tireless mission he joined North and South for which he is
known as the “Apostle of Ceylon”

Bro 8. Lacouz Figuradeo

CHURCH’S PROCLAMATION AND
OTHER RELIGIONS

Pope John Paul II mentions in “Ecclesia in Asia” “the first
thousand years, the cross of Jesus our Redeemer was poured to the
soil of Europe then the second thousand years it was in the soil of
Africa and America and earnestly asked us to pray that the cross -
of Jesus will be poured to Asia for the third thousand years”. This
document explains clearly that in the amidst of the Asian cultural,
Political, Economical, Religious, Social and spiritual situations,
how can we proclaim the Good news of Jesus Christ to the Asian
countries. We know that Asia is a Multi-cultural, multi- language.
and multi-religious continant. ;

The disciples of Jesus Christ have in their hearts in letter and
follow the commandments of 1dve of Jesus Christ in their daily
lives. It is the witness from the Gospel. “.....All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
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that  have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always,
to the end of the age” (mt 28:18-20). Through this massage Jesus
promised that He is always with us. Therefore it is our duty to

proclaim Jesus’ Good News to the whole world even in the admist
of difficulties.

Therefore, proclamation of the Good News is the first and foremost
duty of the church. St. Paul says, “............... , and woe to me if
I do not proclaim the gospel” (I cor 9:16). Hence every member of
the church is called to announce the word of God. And also, we
have to respect other religions’ rights, duties and religious orders
because they are also children of the loving God . Jesus Christ
died on the cross for the salvation of all.

Bro. Balathas Brian

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS IS
THE DAWN OF THE
EVANGELIZATION

The second Vatican firmly teaches that, according to the words of
~ Jesus “As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (Jn 20:21), the
Church in itself is a missionary. The Church keeps on preaching
the Good News with the hope and assurance given by the Risen
Lord, “Behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age” (Mt
28:20). The Apostles, despite Jesus’ repeated teaching about His
mission, had not understood the real meaning of His Messianic
mission until His resurrection. The death of their master shattered
all their hope but His resurrection gave them new power. They
were not only empowered to preach the Gospel but also were
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enlightened that their mission was something very unique and the
continuation of the mission of the One who sent them. The
resurrection was the central theme of the preaching of the Apostles
and it still remains the same. As the Risen Lord had accompanied
the disciples on the way to Emmaus, He still accompanies the
Church on the way of this evangelization. The resurrection of Jesus
is the dawn of the evangelization of the Church; the central theme
of its evangelization and the final goal the whole Church has to

experience.

Fr.A. Mahan Aloycious

SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES
AND EVANGELIZATION

In the early church the Christians gathered in houses for prayer,
breaking of the bread and fellowship. These domestic churches
remained as centres of Christian living and evangelizing mission.
In the present world, the SCCs try to re-line this original ecclesial
gatherings in a manner that suits the contemporary world.

The teachings of the magisterium have in many instances identifued
the evangelizing thrust of these SCCs and promoted them. The
direct experience in this communities too support this facts. The
Asian church in its multi-religious context experiments not only
SCCs but also basic human communities. No doubt, like leaven
these small communities can evangelize the world from within.

Fr. M. .V..E. Ravicm"dran
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