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THE IMPACT OF JESUS’ RESURRECTION
ON THE EARLY CHRISTIANS

Rev. Fr. Charls Collins

We read in the Acts of the Apostles that the early Christians
lived a life of witness to Jesus’ resurrection (Acts 2:32). Their belief
in Jesus Christ made them to live a life of sharing with charity (Acts
2:44). Jesus became the centre of their lives. He was everything for
them. He was the greatest treasure they could possess. Hence they
were ready to lose all their wealth and property for His sake.

Their faith in the risen Lord impelled them to love their
neighbours especially the poor, widows and the orphans. They were
united in their hearts and minds and lived as a loving community.
Their lives were founded on the word of God. Thus they were
strengthened in their faith day by day (Heb.4:12). They gathered
together to listen to God’s word, to pray and to break the bread. Their
lives became a great example even for the non-believers (Acts 2:12-
19). Like the early Christians we are all called to live a life of faith
and to bear witness to the risen Lord

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS AND
HUMAN LIBERATION

Rev. Fr. Q. F. X. Jeyasegaram

It is a common belief that the resurrection is a future event after
death. But resurrection has its impact in this present life. In the Old
Testament, the Israelites hoped for a liberation and a life after death.
The prophets Amos, Isaiah, Michah, Hosea and others made a
proclamation of messianic hope. They expected a liberation through a
king. The liberation from Egypt was considered to be a sign of
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freedom. But when they were taken captives to Babylon their hopes
were shattered. As years went by they began to put their trust in God.

The messianic hope was turning towards an eschatological
hope. How ever the Israelites believed that the coming of the
Messaiah would bring true freedom. But when the messaiah came
they did not believe in him. He became a sign of contradiction
because he was to suffer and die. Even his disciples were asked to do
the same in order to inherit the kingdom of God. Freedom demands
involvement even upto the point of death. It is not by possession of
power but through service and involvement one can attain freedom.

There is fear in man as to lose his power over the others. Fear is
to be abhored. Jesus overcame his fear and died in order rise for the
cause of freedom. Resurrection is not a past event. It is an experience
of man in his daily strife of freedom. Where ever man becomes free he
experiences the resurrection. Justice, truth, and freedom are signs of
resurrection.

THE MEANING OF NEXT LIFE IN THE
RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST

Bro. S. J. C. Baskaran

All men are destined to die in this world. This is the reality of
our history. But Jesus Christ was an exception to death because he
rose on the third day after he died on the cross. He became victorious
over death. All Christians believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
How ever there is an anxiety over the death, each one has to face in
this world. No one knows the hour of death. What is after death is also
uncertain for the human mind. But with the help of the Sacred
Scripture we can know and believe in the next life.

Jesus Christ foretold His death and resurrection (Mk.8:31)
There are many witnesses to attest to the resurrection of Jesus. He
appeared several times to His disciples after His resurrection and
strengthened them in their faith. (Mk.6:12-14; Lk.24:15-34;
Jn.20:14-18)
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St. Paul affirms strongly that the foundation of our faith is in the
resurrection of Jesus Christ (1Cor. 15:13-14). Through His
resurrection our mortal bodies will become incorruptible. Death has
been defeated through His resurrection ( 1Cor .18:50)

The church professes the faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ
during the liturgical celebrations. Without the resurrection Jesus
Christ cannot be true Son of God and Redeemer. Every Christian is
called to partake in His resurrection through baptism. The uncertainty
of next life is diminished through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

THE RISEN LORD IS THE CENTRE OF
OUR LITURGY

Mr. I. M. Jeyoseelon

Through His passion, death and resurrection Jesus Christ
redeemed the humankind from sin and death. He reconciled men with
God. He wanted His salvific mission to reach everyone in this world.
In order to fulfil this mission He chose the disciples and sent them to
preach the good news to all. Consequently many believed and
followed Jesus. The Christians express their faith through the
liturgical celebrations. Liturgy is the source and summit of their faith.
All the sacraments are meant for the nourishment of faith and to
encounter the risen Lord.

Sacraments are visible signs of faith. Jesus Christ is the
primodial sacrament because He is the source of all graces. The
church became the sacrament of salvation through Jesus Christ. She
continues the salvific mission of Jesus Christ through the preaching of
the good news and celebration of the liturgy.

Eucharist is the centre of all the sacraments. The Christians are
able to encounter Jesus Christ through the breaking of the bread.
Likewise all the sacraments lead them to experience and encounter
Jesus Christ. All the sacraments flow from the paschal mystery of
Jesus Christ.
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