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The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ



Maria Sebasty
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St. Maria Vianny

STEIBEHSETH Coemlqd OBTeiEIHLD : Patron of Priests

The love of God



His Excellency Holy Pope Benedict XVI

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy



: Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee Wishes

Rev. Fr. Joseph Maria Sebasty

Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth



Parents of Fr. Maria Sebasty
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We praise you for your Glory
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April 16, 2010

Rev. Joseph Sebasty
Sacred Heart Church
2411 Fifth Street
Tillamook, OR 97141

Dear Father Sebasty,

It has recently come to my attention that you will be celebrating the 25%
anniversary of your ordination to the priesthood on Friday, August 6, the feast
of the Lord’s Transfiguration. I write to congratulate you and to thank you for
the wonderful pastoral leadership and care you have given the people at two
parishes here in this archdiocese, St. Pius X in Portland and Sacred Heart in
Tillamook. In addition, you have accepted the responsibilities from time to
time in Cloverdale and Rockaway. Your pastoral charity is truly admirable.

Certainly you will want to celebrate this silver jubilee with the people at Sacred
Heart Church but I know you will want to return to your home in order to
celebrate with your family and friends back in Sri Lanka. When you are with
them, please greet them for me and assure them how much I do appreciate
their willingness to let you be a “missionary” here in western Oregon. You
came at a time we needed you most and you have been most gracious and kind
in your service.

Perhaps there will be ancther occasion when I can come to visit you at Sacred
Heart. The celebration of Confirmation this spring, of course, gives me a fine
opportunity to bless you and to thank the Lord for your priesthood. During
this Year of the Priest I remain grateful for the wonderful men like yourself who
collaborate with me in giving our people a shepherd’s care. Once this silver
jubilee is complete, I urge you to go for gold! God bless. Ad multos annos!

Your brother in the Lord,

Most Rev. John G. Vlazny
Archbishop of Portland in Oregon

2838 E. Burnside Street, Portland, Oregon 97214-1895  503/234-5334

Lord take away the sin of the World
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April 19,2010

Rev. Joseph Sebasty
Sacred Heart Church
2405 5" Street
Tillamook, OR 97141

Dear Father Sebasty,

How very appropriate that you celebrate your 25™ anniversary as a priest in this Year of
the Priest. Your competent, dedicated, and prayerful exercise of your priestly ministry
demonstrates in real life the very hopes of our Holy Father, Pope Benedict the X VI, for this Ycar
of the Priest.

I’m sure you will have the opportunity to celebrate this wonderful priestly milestone with
your parish in Tillamook, and I am so pleased to hear that you will be able also to celebrate this
special anniversary with your family and friends in Sri Lanka.

It is a privilege to extend my heartfelt and prayertul congratulations to you on this joyful

occasion. We are blessed in this archdiocese by your priestly ministry. My prayer for you and
your priesthood is certainly ad multos annos — many more years!

Sincerely in Christ,

Juog B SO
ev. Msgr. Dennis J. O’Donovan

Vicar General

. 2838 E. Burnside Streer, Portland, Oregon 97214-1895  503/234-5334
The word of the Lord



Messsage from Rev. Fr. S. Damian, O. M. 1.
Jaffna, Sri Lanka

It gives me great joy in sending this message on the occasion of
the silver jubilee of Rev. Fr. J. M. Sebastian.Twenty five years of
priesthood is really a blessing from God. In a world of rapid change, the
meaning of priest has been challenged within and without the church.
Globalization, modernism, secularism, have changed the values of the
society. Fr. Sebastian has lived his priesthood faithfully with the help
and grace of the master who has called him. He has been serving in
difficult places of Jaffna. On this memorable event I wish him every
success in his priesthood and Gods blessings.

Fr. S. Damian o.m.1

I beleive in God, the Father almighty



AHAVOLI
Family Services Centre
St. Patrick’s Road, Jaffna

24th April , 2010

Rev. Fr. J. M.. Sebastian, An Enthusiastic Pastor

It is with great privilege and pleasure that I am sending this message on the Silver Jubilee
year of the priesthood of Rev. Fr. J.M. Sebastian. I had known him from his childhood as he
was my next-door neighbor and relative. He owes much to his beloved parents, his father
late Mr. F. Joseph who was a very dedicated and tireless worker and his mother Jacova who
is very pious and duty conscious. It is because of them he was called by God to work in the
vineyard of the Lord.

I had been closely associated with him and watched his progress and his dedicated and
zealous apostolate in our diocese. He is no doubt very cleaver and blessed with lots of
talents by God. He used all that he could have to spread the kingdom of God during the war
that ravaged our diocese.

After his fruitful services here he opted to go as a missionary to the United States of America
where he is appreciated very much for his zeal and dedicated services for the people. His
enthusiasm and dedication are admirable. In his enthusiasm to become a good Shepherd he
learnt Spanish, the language of the people and that he may be an effective pastor. Thus he
no doubt won the admiration and appreciation of all his flock.

I do join him, his beloved mother and members of the family, and friends in thanking
the Lord for the great gift of Priesthood and for all the innumerable graces and blessings
showered on him, enabling him to be good and faithful pastor.

I wish him God’s choicest blessings and many more years of happy and fruitful service as
a priest in the vineyard of the Lord

Rev. Fr. S.J. Rajanayagam

Creator of heaven and earth



Ouwr Lady of Victory Catholic Church St. Peter the Fisherman Chapel
P.O. Box 29 Arch Cape, OR

120 Oceanway
Seaside, OR 97138
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May 24, 2010

Fr. Joseph Sebasty
2411 Fifth Street
Tillamook, OR 97141

Dear Reverend Father Sebasty:

Congratulations on your 25" Priestly Anniversary.
You're a blessing and special gift to your flock at Sacred Heart parish in
Tillamook and our entire North Coast Vicariate. We’re so thankful to God
and to you, for your loving service. As you rededicate yourself again to God
at this Year of the Priests.

On behalf of North Coast Vicariate, I wish you peace, love and joy always.

Y our Brother in Christ,

Reverend Father Nicholas Nilema, ALCP/OSS
Vicar of the North Coast

T R R T R e —————ereyrar e ]
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phone 503-738-6161  fax 503-738-6182

I beleive in holy spirit



St. Philip Benizi

Redland

I am delighted to greet a priest friend of mine with whom | grew up,
studied, and trained to be a priest, on the occasion of his twenty-five years
of Ordination Celebration.

Reverend Father Joseph Maria Sebastian has received the life of faith from
his parents and responded to the Call of God by submitting his life to the
Will of God. He served as a good pastor imitating Jesus Christ who lays his
life for his sheep during the civil war time in the war tone areas of the
Northern part of Sri Lanka. Having served many years in those difficult
areas, he migrated to the USA to serve in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles
for a few years as Associate Pastor. During that time of his dedicated
service he studied Spanish and served the Spanish community.

Having come to know that he was serving in Los Angeles, | invited him to
serve in the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon. He is now a great Pastor
of the parishes of Sacred Heart in Tillamook, and St. Mary's by the Sea in
Rockaway, Oregon where he serves both the English and Spanish
communities. .

Twenty-five years that he served as a good Pastor may vield many fruits
in the Kingdom of God. To be a priest is to be a saint, may his life of
holiness be acceptable to God and his people whom he serves for many
more years.

Reverend Michael T. Patrick

18211 8. Henrici Road, Oregon City, Oregon 97045
Phone: (503) 631-2882 Fax: (503) 631-7443
Email: stghiiigb@:n%zim_r&diand@amﬁ@mxerg

The holy catholic church
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Rev. Fr. M. Jero Selvanayagam S St. ﬂBﬂtritk s
B.A.(Jaffna), B.Th(Rome), { % N ¢
Dip.in.Ed, M.A(Ed)(London) Colle ae

Jaffna, Sri Lanka.

RECTOR
Tel : 021 2224258 (Direct) Tel / Fax : 021 2222388
Email : spcjaf@sltnet.lk

Email : friero@gmail.com

15.06.2010

I am highly pleased to send my warm greetings to classmate and friend Fr. J. Maria Sebastian,
when he celebrates his Silver Jubilee of Priesthood

He had been with me at St. Martin’s Seminary Later we were in the same class when we were
doing our Theological Studies at Ampitiya and in Jaffna. Many enjoyed the company of Maria
Sebastian for his pleasant character of fun and cheer. Also he had been a very active and
enthusiastic person in the Pastoral Ministry. We were ordained on the same day.

Fr. Sebastian had been working in difficult missions in perilous times. He was a loving and
caring Pastor who looked after his sheep well. Wherever he was sent, he shouldered his

responsibilities very cheerfully. He instilled hope among the people who had been entrusted to
his care.

While greeting him on his Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee, I am united to him in prayer that God may
bless him for many more years in his ministry.

LL\%QMM i
Rev.Fr. M. Jero Selvanayagam
Rector
Rav, Fr. M, Jero Selvanaysgam
RECTOR
Gt. Patrick's Collegs
Jaffoa
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The communion of saint
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The forgiveness of sins



A GENEROUS PRIEST OF GOD

Itis my pleasure and previlage to send this message of appreciation and felicitation
on the occassion of the Silver Jubilee of the ordination to the priesthood of our beloved
Rev. Fr. Joseph Maria Sebastian as a Catholic Missionary.

My experience with him is that he is a very loving and generous person in
rendering his services to others. I know him from his childhood as we are from the same
village. The courage and leadership he displayed from his childhood made me to think that
one day he would be a great person. While he was working in Jaffna he opted to become a
missionary to work in the United States Of America. I have seen personally and heard his
wonderful work he is doing in his parish caring his flock when I visited him in the United
States.

He was always been loving and amiable person with his ever present smile.
He is always approachable and welcomes people at any time and listens to them and offers
help and advice.

While thanking the Lord for all the blessings that He has showered
on Fr.Sebastian, I take this opportunity to send him on behalf of my family my warmest
greetings and prayerful wishes for a many more years of fruitful service in the veneyard of
the Lord.

Ad Multos Annos

Dr. S.Alphonsus & Family,
South Africa.

The resurrection of the body and the life everlasting



RKnights of Columbus

Tillamook, Gregon 97141
Couneil 2171

| wish to congratulate Father Joseph Sebasty on his twenty-five
years as a priest. On behalf of the Knights of Columbus 2171, |
say thank you for serving our parish, Sacred Heart, Tillamook,

‘Oregon. May God bless and protect you always.

Grand Knight,
Paul Wostel

The Lord be with you



P.O. BOX 281
TILLAMOOK, OR 97141

May 14, 2010

In celebration of Father Joseph Sebasty’s Silver Jubilee,

The officers and members of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court
Sacred Heart #1367, would like to express their warmest congratulations to
Father Joseph Sebasty on the auspicious occasion of his Silver Jubilee.
Since his coming to Sacred Heart Parish, all have been impressed by his
tireless efforts in behalf of our Church. Father Sebasty is known for his
homilies, you will find him lending a hand at parish events and gatherings,
and you will always find a kind smile on his face.

During Father Sebasty’s tenure here, we have seen his obligations grow from
one simple parish, to ministering to two other parishes in Cloverdale and
Rockaway. In addition, due to his excellent Spanish and knowledge of the
Hispanic culture, he has been able to minister to our growing Spanish
speaking congregation.

It is fitting that Father Sebasty should celebrate his 25" anniversary of his
ordination in the Year of the Priest. Pope Benedict has stressed that a priest
of God should be above reproach, should be humble and obedient, and
should be guided at all times by the Holy Spirit. As Father Sebasty
celebrates his Silver Jubilee, we pray that God will bless his work and his
person and continue to guide him at all times in the future.

Sincerely,
.
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Patricia Kehr, Regent

Lift up your hearts



SAcrep Heart PArisH IN TiLLAMoOOK

May 24, 2010

RE: 25" Anniversary Celebration of Priesthood

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate Rev. Father Joseph Maria Sebasty on his 25"
Anniversary of Priesthood after being ordained as a priest in 1985.

It has been an honor and privilege to serve as President of the Financial Advisory Council
under Father Sebasty's leadership. Father Sebasty has made it possible to accomplish
many things in our Parish since his arrival into Sacred Heart Parish.

Father Sebasty was definitely an answer to our prayers. It is so uplifting to have a Pastor
that is truly dedicated to serving the members of our Parish, and increase our spirituality
within our Catholic faith.

I’m looking forward to continuing my service as President of the Financial Advisory
Council and with Father Sebasty work toward making our parish financially sound under
his guidance and leadership as Pastor of Sacred Heart Church.

Respectfully,

SACRED HEA{{T CHURCH
(] ‘i{

¥ -

£ j&f{ M.\i>“w ’éég}n)
;\/judy Gollon, President
Financial Advisory Council

2411 5th Street * Tillamook, Oregon 97141-4032 - (503) 842-6647 - Fax (503) 842-3897
e-mail sacred@oregoncoast.com

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God



May 4, 2010

Fr. Joseph Sebasty
Sacred Heart Parish
Tillamook, Oregon

Dear Father Sebasty:

[ want to take this opportunity to congratulate you on your 25™ Anniversary
of priesthood this summer!

We have worked together on many issues, including the liturgy of the Mass,
a parishioner survey, the high school youth ministry program, Adoration,
Confession and a new parish commission structure. I appreciate your
willingness to address tough issues such as the sanctity of life and church
liturgy even when they have not been the most popular topics. You often
have a smile to share and seem to be happy in your vocation, which makes
you enjoyable to work with.

I appreciate your service here in Tillamook at Sacred Heart Parish, and look
forward to working with you in the future.

God bless you always,

Herman Biederbeck

President, Pastoral Council
Sacred Heart Parish

Hosanna in the highest
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In union with the whole church we honour Mary



SERRA CLUB OF PORTLAND

August 4, 2009

Dear Father Sebasty,

His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI, has declared the year beginning on June 19,
20089, to be the “Year of the Priest”. The Serra Club of Portland wishes to take
this opportunity to express our heartfelt appreciation of your service by
presenting to you, on the anniversary of your ordination, the enclosed
certificate of honor.

We pray that God will grant you many more years of peace in his service.
Most sincerely in the spirit of Junipero Serra,

{Jhck Talbott, 2009-10 President
Serra Club of Portland

3124 Northeast Dunckley Street, Portland, Oregon 97212-1732
503-281-9145, 971-Z222-9697, talbottsl134@comcast.net

This is my body



This is the cup of my blood



Do this in memory of me



Christ has died



Christ is risen
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May these; and all who sleep in Christ find in your presence light, happiness and peace
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Remember, who have gone to their rest, in the hope of rising again



Through him, with him, in him



Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name



Jesus is the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world
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May the body and blood of Christ bring us to everlasting life
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‘Service to Men is service to God’

Hearty greetings from teh bottom of
heart to Rev. Joseph Maria Sebestian on the
grand event of 25th Silver Jubilee Celebration
of Preiesthood. Great men are meteors to flash
the lights of life to common men and women!
That’s why it has been quoted as ‘Service to
Men is service to God’

This has been gifted and proved by the
untiring devoted services of Rev. Joseph Ma-
ria Sebastian’s devine social and religious ser-
vices for the past 25 years! No doubt, except
to praise your morality which will remain till
our last breath! Which earmarks as teh sym-
bol of celebrity on your 25th year with green
memory of your past glory and acheivements
to respect you as our own master.

Since we seek your Holy Blessings on
this happy occasion as you are the blessed one
with all qualities of services to shape our com-
munal integrity for progress and prosperity.
You have made a seperate identity to show the
path of God’s commandments so as to acquire
the discipline of life with religious spirit of
mankind - We learned the text of Love, help to
all, pray for Universal Peace and Harmony as
well respect each other - which will be the bea-
con light reflecting your great deeds through
out our life as the vision and mission of good-
will to attain the perfection in our life.

May God Bless you with the same spirit
of long life so as to guide our future generation
with your valueless experience and knowledge
for prosperity.

With good wishes

Puthuvai Raman, Canada
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THkHESE TRAN - smrF PHQ“'GG?ADHW
The Rev. Joseph Sebasty of St. Madeleine’s Catholic Church
in Pomona headed four churches in Sri Lanka nearthe ocean
with 13,000 parishioners. The churches ware destroyed and
many of his partsh:oners were swept away by the tsunami.

By SARA A. CARTER
STAFF WRITER

POMONA — The ocean rose
like an enormous wall of glass

walluwmg 268 members of

Father Joseph Sebasty’s ex-
tended family Dec. 26. Tt was
the most tragic day in his life,
he said.

In the early morning hours
after most church services
were concluded in Jaffna, Sri
Lanka, the sea 1‘t=claumed not
only Sebasty’s family mem-
bezﬁ but nearh 13,000 of the

esidents of the fishing viliages
whc: live on th i bend.

A priest at 8t. Madeline’s
Catholic Church in Pomona,
Sebasty spent nearly 17 years
in his country of origin, as a

riest struck by tragedy

Family members thou ands from his village in Jaffna, Sri Lanka killed

pastor of four different
parishes along the coast of Sri
Lanka

On Dec. 29, Sebasty received
an e-mail that changed his life
forever. Rev. Father Jacob
Nicholas, vicar general of the
Catholic Diocese in Sri Lanka,
sent a plea from the dmtruc»
tion on the northern part of
the island.

The people in the coastal
areas heard a noise like a
bomb blast in the sea, Nicholas
said, who resided on higher
ground. Some of the vﬂlages
were completely wiped out.
The majority of the dead he

said were babies, children and
Womem

PRIEST continues on A6

9/QU(Hb(F BT M OFey 5 9jeuj QLuwengL CUITHMIBIEET.




. FEGM A’I

Th:xs past Sunday, at a church

‘service, Sebasty spoke of his

country, the resiliency of his peo-

ple, and the destruction of the

tsunami. His story of hope moved
the more than 200 parishioners
attending service to place more
than $13 000 in the offering bas-
-kets that day. ‘

The fishing v1llage of Muia
idﬂ,t}mu, which was rebuilt two
VB‘& rs ago after Sri Lanka’s eth-
nic wars, was destroyed. Five oth-

ers seemed to dlsappear off the.

face’of the planet in an instant.
y of these villages were
e Sebasty preached to the
Catholic minorities of his home-
land.

Nicholas told of the urgent need

for immediate assistance. And

uebagty grieved from his office

embered, perfectly, the smil-
ing faces of his family, friends
and parishioners who had per-

ished, and knew he would never :

see them again.

And for those who survived the
raging sea, he promised in prayer
to find a way to help.

He did to some extent in the
generosity of the people in
Pomona. The money donated was
wired dir ect}y to Sri Lanka to as-
sist the survivors with immedi-
ate needs. Bishop Thomas
Savundarahanyagam responded
- that the money donated went di-
rectly to the survivors who were
sheltered at the various Catholic
schools in the area.

#1 feel their (people of Sri
Lanka) strong faith,” Sebasty
said from inside the chapel.

On Thursday, he sat with the

children of St. Madeleine’s.

Sehool, with poster boards of pho-
tos from his homeland’s destruc-
tion, and taught them meaning

INFORMATION

sands of miles away. He re-

B For information on how to kh\e}p? Ey
the northern villages in Sri Lanka,

contact St. Madeleine's Catholic
Church, {909) 629-9495.

B To aid in the relief effort senda

check designated to “Er. Joseph
Sebasty’s Relief Fund,” St. -
Madeleine, 931 E. Kingsley Ave
Pomona, 91767- 5098

of hope

“We always enjoyed the beauty
of the sea. From our island nation
we could see the sun rise and the
sun set. But I eried with my heart

~when I heard what the sea had

taken away,” he said.

But Sebasty’s faith was dll in-
spiration to many in the com-
mumty Even Fr. Alex Aclan, se-
nior pastor of the church, said he
gained strength from Sebasty.

“] believe I worried more than
him,” Aclan said. Sebasty smiled.
In fact Sebasty smiled most of
the time, being consoled by his
deep faith in God and humanity.

“Even when someone is mad
at me, I smile,” Sebasty said. “We

are a smiling people.”

The majority of people who live
in the northern villages' are
Catholics, he said. They still suf-
fer — homes, schools and the basic
necessities of life will take years
to rebuild.

Any money donated to Se-
basty’s northern vill ages will be
immediately sent by wire to be
distributed among the people for
rebuilding their communities.

- “Tt will take Vears ” he said, “I
hope the people of America do

~ not forget my people when re-

ports start to fade. They can not
do it alone and it will take years

for life to get back to normal.”

Sara A. Cartef* can be reached
by e-mail at sara.carter@daily-

bulletin.com or by phone at ( 909)

483-8552.
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¢ 2 HOMEOPATHY & ACUPUNCTURE
/

Dr. Paul Joseph, B.11.M.S (India), [1.D.(Canada), R.A P.
(Bachelor of Homeopathic Medicine and Surgery)

1193A Brimley Road, Unit 10, Scarborough, Ontario M1P 3G5

Tel: 416 438 3939 Cell: 416 986 4903 Fax: 416 438 3909
e-mail:drjp63@yahoo.com

* Qualified from Tamil Nadu Dr. M.G.R. Medical University,

*
*
*
*

*
*

Madras, India.

Doctor of Homeopathy (Canada)

Registered Doctor of Acupuncture (Canada)
Former Professor - Homeopathy Medical Colleges,
Dr. M. G. R. Mcdical University, India

Ilcad of Department - [lomeopathy & Acupuncture,
Shanmuga Medical Rescarch Foundation, India
Twenty years of experience in the field of medicine
Specialist in Homeopathy Medicine, Acupuncture,
Pulse Diagnosis, Acupressure, Scientific Meditation,
Yoga and counselling

Treatment for all chronic diseases
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