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FATAL DEATH
Late Mr.Karthigesu Santhirarajah was, an old boy of Govt.
Victoria College, Chulipuram, a school mate, who is a
relation and a good family friend of mine. Unlike at present,

as ah Administrative Officer at the Department of Education,

Jaffha, he solved many problems concerned with the teachers
as well as the Education Officials within minutes as he had
the Administrative Regulations and Financial Regulations
at his finger tips and humanitarian approach. Subsequently
he satisfied the needs of the public specially the ordinary
people of Valikamam West while he was the Divisional
Secretary. He always smiles but never hot tempered either
with the people or with the employees. His love.on music
was exposed in the “Esaivila” {@smesﬁlwn} perfonned by
him during his tenure as the Divisional Secretary of

Valikamam West which was followed by the other Divisional -

Secretaries.

His untimely demise on 19.02.2003 is unbelievable. Cause
of his death is seems to be reckless driving of the youngsters
without their driving license. It is obvious that most of the
young motorists in the peninSula are without their driving
license and not aware of the colour of the high-way-code.
Police officers are very. much concerned about the helmet,
which is believed to secures the head of the first party and
.not much keen in the life of the third party

May his soul rest in peace. ., v

Let us pray.this type of critical death should not occurs to
anyone in future.
M. Thiagaraja
Civil Liberty Activist
Chankanai.
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MR. SANTHIRARAJAH - A GENTLEMAN
PAR EXCELLENCE

I wonder whether I am qualified to write about such a
noble soul. It is with some trepidation that I venture to pen
a few words about that great man.

The appearance of that man brings freshness in my
memory and the last that I saw him was the previous day
before he met with that tragic death. It was about 5.30 pm I
had gone to meet his son- in- law Dr. Kannathasan on some
matter. I saw Mr. Santhirarajah with his grandson opposite
his house on the Paralai Rd. As he saw me the question he
asked me was “Have you come to meet me or my son-in-
law” that was the last sentence that I heard from him. I told
him that I came to meet his son-in-law and went straight to
the house and finished my business. I feel that I was lucky to
see him 24 hours before his death.

His appearance and his qualities make me to say that
Mr. Santhirarajah was one of the “Super Six”. He was very
tall, measuring more than six feet. His height has put him in
the Super Six. To match his height his noble qualities, so
very high six in number- place him in the meritorious class
of “Super Six”. Firstly, he was very simple in his life, simple
in taste, simple in manners, simple in dress and simple in
living. Simple living and high thinking were his virtues.
Secondly, he was honest. No one in this world would have
raised a single fingers challenglng h1s honesty and mtegnty
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Lord Actorn has said, “Power corrupts, absolute power
corrupts absolutely”. But, power in Mr. Santhirarajah hands
never made him to be corrupt even in his dreams. Thirdly,
he was very truthful . He would never have spoken a lie,
at least for the fun of it. In that way, he followed this preaching
of Mahatma Gandhi to be truthful even at the cost of ones
life . Fourthly, he was a very efficient administrator. I have
heard people praising him for his efficiency in the
administration. It was his efficiency in the administrative
service that made the UN.H.CR. to seek his services after his
retirement. Wherever he went he shone like a shining star.
Fifthly, he was ever helpful. No person who went to meet
him in his office or at home never came out without a pleasant
face and a broad smile. He did whatever he could to help the
person who sought his help, irrespective of his social status.
In fact he had the rubber stamp of his designation at his house
to help anyone who went to him for any signature. Sixthly,
he was very humble. He never put on heirs and posed off to
be a very big man. He was one with the commonest of the
land. He never failed to wave his hand to any one while going
for work or on any other occasion. It was this quality that
made such large number of mourners to throng his house
before his last pilgrimage.

I feel constrained to strike a personal note of my most loved
friend, Mr. Santhirarajah, Mr. Santhirarajah was
affectionately called “ child of our house” (eimi &
ol @iulsitenen) by me whenever I met him alone. This was
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so because some years'back Mr. Santhirarajah and his family ;
were displaced from their home at Ponnalai, and had to stay &
in my house for a few days. I still consider that as a privilege ;
‘given to me by the almighty to host such a noble man. I am §
reminded of Lord Krishna going to Vithuran’s house on an %
errand regarding the dispute between the Pandavars & §
Kavuravas. As Krishna entered Vithuran’s hopse Vithuran
in great exhilaration said “ eiciten wWTGaID CEiIsH RFHDI §
Slgev” “what great prayer has my hut done to receive you”.1 %
considered myself to be Vithuran and Mr. Santhirarajah as : o . 1l whom he
Lord Krishna when I hosted them for a few days. Permitme His kindness, charming and helpful manner to all w
i
3
§
:
3
)
:
'
:
13
12
:

OUR LOSS OF & GOOD FRIEND AND
COLLEAGUE

0}

Mr. K. Santhirarasa worked as a Field Co-ordinator for last
3 years in UNHCR Micro Project Office at J affna Kachcheri.
Through he worked as a Divisional Secretary, he assisted us
in many ways to implement our projects very well.
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to mention that Mr. Santhirarajah loved my children sincerely met and worked with, as well as his polite way of speaking
and always looked to their progress and well-being. My and approaching the people, made all our lives that much
children will be ever grateful to him for the sincere interest easier and happier. Since he was a retired Divisional

he had in them and I will cherish sweet memories of many Secretary, he was fully aware of all the complex bureaucracy.
Focdotes roparding (hat He knew all the strategy which made it easier to co-ordinate
with the other officers through out the whole of Jaffna,
making all our lives easier and adding real meaning to the
UNHCR work to help his fellow man in a time of desperate
need. He was indeed a great man of the people.
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Before I close, I like to quote the greatest scientist Einstein
remaking about Mahatma Gandhi “ Generation to come will
wonder such a human being walked on this earth”. Imitating,
I venture him to say, “Generation to come will wonder such
an honest, simple, truthful, efficient, and ever helpful but,

very humble man lived.in this part of the country” i3
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His sudden death makes us feel a great sense of loss, not
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His noble soul will be at the feet of our great mother ® only for his family but als.o for our UNHCR famlly.here and ¢
Ammalachchi of Vadakkamparal ' the ordinary people. On this day I pray the God to give peace
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in mind for your family and all.
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Mr. C. Gnanachandrameorthy
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o Retired teacher Morgan Morris,
- SkandavarOZya College % For all UNHCR Staff in Jaffna
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