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BAUDDHA - HINDU MAHA SABHA

To revive and strengthen the close ties
of kinship in religion and culture
among the Buddhists and the Hindus
and
to promote peace and harmony
in the country

Bauddha -Hindu Maha Sabha
No 9, Castle Lane
Colombo-4



BAUDDHA HINDU MAHA SABHA

COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT
CO - PRESIDENTS : 1. Mr. Bogoda Premaratne
2. Mr. Yogendra Duraiswamy
VICE PRESIDENT : 1. Dr.S.Sanmugasunderan
2. Mr. B. Suriarachchi
3. Prof. G.T.F. de Silva
4. Mr. L. Bodinagoda

SECRETARY GENERAL : Prof. L.P.N. Perera

TREASURER : Mr. S.T. Manickavasager

L

MEMBERSAHIP

All Buddhists and Hindus who subscribe to the objects of the
Maha Sabha and are over 18 years of age are eligible for member-
ship. Membership fees are as follows:

Ordinary members - Rs. 60/~ per annum

Life members - - Rs. 500/-

Corporate members - Rs. 100/- per annum
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INTRODUCTION

The Buddhists and the Hindus, who form 86% of the popu-
lation, have lived in Sri Lanka for over two thousand years. Due
to their religious kinship and common cultural values, traditions
and customs have emerged. These ties have generally enabled
them to live in peace and concord. Unfortunately, in recent times
many factors have contributed towards keeping these two commu-
nities apart and they find themselves, consciously or uncon-
sciously, on opposite sides of a conflict, which has claimed many
lives and destroyed property on a vast scale. This unhealthy
development is amatter for great concern and correction. No prob-
lem is insoluble if there is the will to resolve it, more so when those
who are suffering have so much in common in religion and culture.
It is our conviction that we should involve our religious and
cultural heritage to bring about closer understanding among
ourselves. This will enable us to resolve our differences and usher
again an era of peace and plenty to our strife-torn land.

The Bauddha-Hindu Maha Sabha was formed on September
7th 1990 with this objective in view. The main objects of the Maha
Sabha are:-

1.  tostrengthen mutual understanding and closer co-operation
between the Buddhists and the Hindus of Sri Lanka.

2.  tocreate an awareness among the Buddhists and the Hindus
of the close affinity of their religious and cultural values and
traditions.

3.  tocontribute towards the promotion of peace and harmony

in the country.
17



ACTION PROGRAMMES

The Bauddha -Hindu Maha Sabha has adopted the following
seven-point Action Programme.

1, Social and Cultural Avs;areness

This is a programme to bring about a closer social and
cultural awareness of Buddhist and Hindu practices among the
population. There are many common features in the forms of
worship, festivals, living habits, food habits, funeral rites, marriage
customs, modes of greetings and dress patterns. Steps will be taken
to develop this kinship to foster mutual understanding, trust and
concord. Efforts will be made in institutions of learning such as
schools and universities to inculcate this awareness among the
children and youth.

-

2. Religious and Social Interaction

A programme to promote religious and social interaction
between the Buddhists and Hindus through existing cultural and
religious institutions. Holding of weekly or monthly talks and
discussions on subjects of common interest at important religious
centres will be promoted.

Interaction between Buddhist and Hindu school children are
to be encouraged. Leading groups of teachers in schools and
lecturers in Universities will be invited to give the lead in this
direction

18

3. Leadership

Training of community leaders, both laymen and monks for
communicating in all three languages the common values of the
cultural and social heritage of the Buddhists and Hindus, wiil be
undertaken,

4. Publications

There is an urgent need for a programme to bring out publica-
tions that promote peace and goodwill based on the noble tenets of
these two world religions. A regular bulletin to give publicity to the
activities of the Bauddha-Hindu Maha Sabha will be undertaken.

5. Economic Activity Programme

A programme of activity to help economically weaker sec-
tions of the Buddhists and Hindus will be launched. Youths passing
out of schools who need vocational training and/or employment,will
be assisted. The cooperation of leading Buddhist and Hindu Institu-
tions viz., Dharmavijaya Foundation, All Ceylon Buddhist Con-
gress, Hindu Council of Sri Lanka, Mahabodhi Society, Vishva
Hindu Parishad, Saiva Mangaiyar Kalagam, YMBA, Pirivenas,
Temple Societies, Ramakrishna Mission, Y.M.H.A. etc. will be
sought. .

6. Cultural Centres

A programme to establish common cultural centres for Bud-
dhists and Hindus will be undertaken to promote and provide for
functions, cultural activities and meetings.

19



7. Hindu Buddhist Values

This is a programme to encourage scholars in Hinduism and
Buddhism to contribute to the evolution of a common value system.
It could be launched with the assistance of the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment and the Governments of other Asian countries such as India,
Japan, China, Thailand, Burma, Vietnam, Cambodia, Korea, Taiwan,
Singapore, Bhutan, Nepal, Mongolia etc. most of whose people
share these values.

‘We appeal to all Buddhists and Hindus to join us in acommon
bond of brotherhood to restore peace and harmony in Sri Lanka and
to revive, strengthen and spread the Hindu - Buddhist values of love
and truth, tolerance and compassion.
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