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In the Old Testament, according to the book of Genesis (3:15).
the name ¢ Woman’ was expressed in a special way. This ‘Woman’ would
have been there at the time of creation or at least in the mind of God,
specially in the heart of the Trinity. Then Isaiah 7:14, says this woman is
not a symbol but it is ‘Mary’ the pregnant young woman.

Furthermore this idea of woman was inspired in the book of
Micah 5:2-3. Also Jeremiah 31:22 says about this woman. So all these
Scripture quotations mention and fortell about Mary.

" In the New Testament, we could see that the evengelists have
given more important facts on Jesus than Mary. Their total concern was
only for Jesus because of the salvation which was brought by him. But in
this history of salvation Mary’s participation was very much important. -
St. Mark apparently expresses Jesus as son of Mary. He strongly points
out Mary’s virginity. In the gospel of Matthew Chapter 1,2 there are a lot
of opinions regarding Mary. Verse 16 says that Mary gave birth to Jesus.
Thus she is Mother of God. According to St.Luke’s Jesus infant narratives
these are beautifully mentioned. Here Mary is vividly expressed. St.John,
- in'his gospel expresses Mary in a more theological manner.

Finally the last book of Scripture that is the book of Revelation explains
that Mary is the ‘Mother of the Redeemer’. She lives as a Queen and
Mother in the hearts of all her faithful. -
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The most important truth about our Lady is that she is the Mother of
God. The doctrine is supported by Sacred Scripture, Sacred Tradition
and the Teaching Authority of the Church. The doctrine that “Mary is the
Mother of God” is the base for her Assumption and Virginity.

Mariology is based upon the intimate bond that links Mary with Jesus.
Our Christian faith tells us that Jesus who was born of the Virgin Mary is
truly God and Man. Therefore Mary as the Mother gave Jesus his earthy
life; and thus she becomes the Mother of God. But this doctrine of truth
that “Mary as the Mother of God” was denied by Nestorius the Bishop
of Constantinople. He stated that Jesus is only a man and not God; there-
fore Mary gave birth only to Jesus, the man, and she can be called as the
mother of Jesus (Christotokos) and not God (Theotokos) But his idea
was rejected by St.Cyril of Alexandria in the Council of Ephesus in431.
There the Council affirmed that Jesus is truly God and truly man; “one
person in two natures” and Mary gave birth to the second nature. There
fore she can be Called Theotokos, that means the Mother of God (Theo-
God, Tokos-one who gives birth-Mother). This truth was further affirmed
by the Councils of 2" Constantinople (553AD) and Chalcedon (451
AD)

The Holy Scripture also speaks of Mary’s Divine Mother hood; especially
in the New Testament, the evangelists picture Mary as truly and
undoubtedly the Mother of God by indicating Jesus as the son of Mary.
(Mt2:18,2:11, 12:46, 13:55, Mk 3:31,1.k 2:34,48,51 8:19; Jh 2:5,19;
Mk 6:3) :

On these bases Mary also becomes the Mother of the whole tlumanity :
for she gave birth to the one who is the head of the whole body of
humanity; that is Jesus.
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Motherhood and virginity are inseparable in Mary. Mary’s Motherhood
is not only considered as her personal vocation, but also as the pattern of
human involvement in the mystery of salvation. S0 we place Mary’s
virginity in the wider context of the communion of God with his creatures.
In Mary’s virginity we contemplate the creature’s openness to God’s
word and grace, our total dependence on him and the fullness of response.
So Mary becomes the model of the Church.

In many cultures virginity has a religious significance. It is not merely a
physical condition of young men or women who have not yet had sexual
relations, but expresses a purity which makes them more suitable for
special religious functions. It implies self-control which is vital for spiritual
growth. The religious conceptions of the Mediterranean world are
important as the background for the Christian meaning of virginity.
Virginity has no place in the old Testament. Sterility meant humiliation
and shame. Thus the meaning of virginity in the old Testaments is entirely
different from that of the surrounding world. The meaning of virginity in
the New Testament must be seen in this biblical context. It has nothing to
do with ascetical continence or a negative attitude towards the body and
sexual relations.

During the 4™ and 5" centuries the mysEery of Mary’s virginity come to
be contemplated in three principal stages.

Mary’s virginity before the birth of Christ-This means Mary was virgin
before and during the conception of Jesus.

Virginity in giving birth-This means Mai'y gave birth to Jesus without
hurting her bodily integrity.

Virginity after the birth of Christ- This means that Mary having given birth
to Christ remained a virgin for the rest of her life.
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The immaculate conception is the first of the two modern dogmas on
Mary which have become not only a matter of debate among non-Catho-
lics but also a source of misunderstanding and misgivings within the Church.

The unique holiness of Mary celebrated in the Immaculate conception
consists in her special place in God’s plan of salvation. In view of her
unique vocation to be the mother of Jesus Christ, God’s absolute Love
envelops her entire being from her conception through all the stages of
her life; this envelopment finds its fulfilment in glory in her Assumption. To
have a biblical foundation the protoevangelium is important for the theol-
ogy of the Immaculate Conception. This feast of Mary’s Nativity and
Conception was introduced in the seventh century.

Eventhough there are many different ideas refuting the Immaculate
Conception of Mary, it is accepted by the Catholic Church with a firm
faith. Mary’s holiness is God’s free gift bestowed on her in view of her
unique relationship to Jesus as Virgin-Mother of the Saviour. Thus the
Church also shares in Mary’s holiness.
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“We proclaim, declare and define as a dogma revealed by God; The
Immaculate Mother of God, Mary ever Virgin, when the course of her
earthy life was finished, was taken up body and soul into the glory of
heaten.” (Pope Pius XII Munificentissimus Deus) 5

It is the last dogma, so far declared by the Church. The addition of
Mary’s special titles; “Virgin” and “Mother” indicates the intimate
connection of her Assumption with the Virginal Motherhood. Still, the
Assumption is not presented as a theological conclusion from other
prerogatives,but stands in itself as revealed truth.

The celebrations of Mary’s Assumption had been prevalent in the relation
and history of the Church for about one thousand years, even before it
was declared as a dogma by Pope Pius XII. Of the 1196 Bishops who
were consulted for the declaration of the dogma, 1191 of them gave a
positive answer.

The death of Mary is a debated question. The traditions hold contrary
views about the death of Mary. Pope Pius left this question deliberately
open in the definition. The text speaks of the Assumption thus: “when the
course of her earthly life was finished.” Some theologians argued that
Mary’s freedom from original sin implied her freedom from death because
death came as a punishment for sin (Gen2:17). However, we would
argue (with most theologians): Mary shared in all the trials of our human
family; hence she also experienced death, just as J esus her son died
though he was not under the sway of original sin. :
The fact that Mary was assumed body and soul into the glory of heaven,
strengthens our hope of eternal life and affirms the redemption of our
entire self (body and soul).
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Calls us to take care of our whole being.
Promises us the reward for doing the will of God.
Strengthens our attempt to make the world better.
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Gregory of Nazianzus is one of the three important Fathers of Capadocia.
He is also popularly known as Christian ‘Demosthenes’ for his great
eloquence. Through out his ministry he opposed and vehemently spoke
against Arianism in defence of the Church. '

His Father Gregory, being a bishop himselfand his devout mother Nonna .
influenced him to develop a holy life in him. After receiving a basic
education at home he was sent to Constantinople for better education.
Later in Alexandria and Athens while studying together with St. Gregory
of Nizza contributed a lot to the Church in her Nicene teaching.

Being an admirer of monastic life, after his baptism he went into .¢
monastery with St. Basil. This saintly theologian had to come back from
his monastery to assist his aged dad, who had him consecrated as his
successor against his will.

In 379 he was summoned to Constantinople. Here he gave his famous
five theological discourses which were mainly against the Arians. He was
made a bishop there but resigned it for his personal dislike. The latter
part of his life was spent in his family estate in contemplation and writing.

As atheologian he is a very important person of that era for his doctrinal
contribution to.the orthodox teaching. He, together with the other two
Capadocian Fathers, gave the final touch to the ‘Formula of Trinity’. His
idea on the mystery of Christ will be used later in the Councils of Ephesus
and Chalcedon




He is not only a theologian but also a humanist and poet. His 45 discourses
had been used in the rhetoric school and many of them were translated
into other languages. He worked hard to establish a unique Christian
poetical culture, reviving from secular poem. “On hislife...... ”is the
most famous dogmatic poem.
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