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Only 42 % of people
accepted as refugees
in Canada last year

Nearly 18,000 people from all over the
world were accepted into Canada last year
(2003). Why some make it and others
don’t is pyzzling, according to a news
report (Toronto Star - March 13, 2004).

According to the available statistics
42,477 claims finalized in 2003. Out of
this, only 42 perecent were accepted.
Another 42 percent were rejected and 16
percent abondoned or withdrawn or
resolved.

Members of the Refugee Protection
Tribunal - a division of Canada’s much
maligned Immigration Refugee Board -
hear refugees stories and make the deci-
sion everyday. They are part of an assem-
bly line of life-and-death decisions. This
tribunal accepted about 18,000 claims out
of 42,477 processed claims, in downtown
Torontom Montreal and in three other
cities across the country.

The tribunal members (decision makers)
are paid $87,000 to $102,000 to figure
out whether the stories are true and, if
they are, whether claimants face enough
peril in their home country to merit
refugee status in Canada.

Media headlines often suggest they are
doing a poor job.

Critics and opponents usually argue that
the tribunal, with members , appointed by
the federal cabinet, is riddled with patron-
age.

They’ve noted with gleeful outrage the
Jobs given to the likes of Mila Mulroney’s
(former Prime Minister Mylroney’s wife)
hairdresser, or to a lawyer and long- time
Liberal supporter just after he had pleaded
guilty to five counts of misconduct and
quit the profession.

Most tribunal members are competent and
hardworking, but patronage still rules,
even though all prospects now are inter-
viewed and must pass a test.
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year term with the spouse under the
sponshorship agreement and provide
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Immigration Minister Judy Sgro
must enforce new policy

LORNE WALDMAN

Immigration Minister Judy Sgro's announcement of a "new"
appointment process at the Immigration and Refugee Board sounds,
at first glance, like an important new initiative that will, to some
extent, fulfil Prime Minister Paul Martin's promise to eliminate
patronage.

However, those of us who have been active in refugee matters for
many years are not yet rejoicing. This is not the first time that a
Liberal government has promised to clean up the selection process
at the board.

Earlier promises soon proved to be nothing more than window
dressing.

The issue of the quality of appointments to theboard has been with
us since the board was first created in 1989. Refugee advocates
urged the Mulroney government to make appointments on merit.

However, our appeals fell on deaf ears. The Conservative govern-
ment used the board as a trough to be filled with

The committee was required to provide a larger list of qualified ‘
candidafes to allow the minister greater flexibility in making her |
choices. Instead of being able to choose qualified candidates, the i
selection committee role was reduced to merely eliminating the ‘
most unqualified candidates. ‘
As a result, the board again became viewed by ministers as a place
where good Liberals would receive their reward for service to the
party. While many highly qualified applicants waited for years by
their phone, they were overlooked and, instead, less qualified but
better-connected Liberals were chosen.

That is not to say that all of the members who have been appointed
to the board are incompetent. There are many qualified members
who work hard and ernestly to make the right decision. However,
that's not the issue here.

The question is how they are selected. As a Canadian, I believe we
must strive to ensure that the best and most qualified are appointed
to serve the public.

This can only be achieved by an open and transparent appointment
process, one where control over the selection is taken away from
the politicians and placed in the hands of an impartial and indepen-
dent committee.

Has Sgro's announcement provided us with that guarantee? Have
we achieved the true democratic reform that Prime Minister Paul
Martin has promised? Not yet.

loyal party members with little regard for their
capacity to make informed decisions about the
life and death matters that are routinely decided
by the tribunal. The results were predicable — a
large number of bad decisions that undermined
public confidence in the capacity of the board.

When the Liberals were elected in 1993, the
minister of immigration at the time, Sergio

SiePE6T GHYougaF Fenuule
SISO LOTHDmIGET
QauwiwiuL GeusmTiguiensd
auedunisd Nyusy SisHs6i
aupsEaNEhT GeomTest euTedL o6
apdu sl Hen].

We need to create independent processes that
cannot be tampered with when the issue of
patronage again fades from public view. What
we have received so far is an ambiguous
promise that is not too different from that given
nine years ago, one that doesn't provide the
guarantees needed to ensure that history does
not repeat itself.

Marchi, received fresh appeals from human
rights advocates to clean up the appointment process.

We argued that quality decision-making at the board could only be
ensured by appointing highly qualified members. After much lob-
\bying, the minister finally acceded to our request and in March,
1995, with great fanfare, he announced the creation of a
"Ministerial Advisory Committee" which would review all candi-
dates and would advise the minister on board appointments.

|Patronage at the board, we were told, was a thing of the past. ‘

At first we believed that this was the case. A job description was ‘
written. Qualified candidates were encouraged to apply and many
did. All candidates were interviewed by a special committee made
\up of reputable members.

\
The appointments improved. Although there were still some obvi-
ous patronage appointments, many of those selected were chosen

on merit.

'However, over time the situation deteriorated. 1

'The selection process continued to function. Candidates were inter- |
viewed and recommendations made. But the capacity of the selec-
tion process to play a meaningful role was undermined by political |
decisions made by the immigration minister.

|Whereas at the beginning the committee was able to select the best ‘
candidates, over time that was changed.

i

In order to ensure that we have a truly merit-based system, the min-
ister must do two things:

I 2 AT
[First, she must ensure that the new advisory committee is truly

/independent and is not now, and can never, be staffed with party
loyalists.

‘Second she must finally and completely give up control of appoint-i
‘ments. She must promise to more than make her appomtments
based on the recommendatlons of the IRB chairperson."”

'She must undertake to allow the arm's-length group to make the
\actual selection, subject only to a discretion to refuse appointments \
jon good grounds. ‘

(Only then will we be sure that history does not repeat itself and that
\patronage at the board is finally eliminated.

| Lorne Waldman is a Toronto lawyer who specializes

in immigration issues. He was co-author of a report ‘
that led to the 1995 creation of an advisory commit
tee to assist with the appointment of members to the

‘ Immigration and Refugee Board.
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_ te(';huo}o‘gy;is the best.
~ All we need is money.

With its bright reddish-brown landscape, dotted with troughs and

cobblestones, the latest image from Mars drew gasps from the
audience. Halfway towards the Martian horizon stood a signpost
that read, "Tim Horton's — Opening Soon."

The digitally altered image of Mars, shown to a packed audience at
Montreal's McGill University recently, captured the enthusiasm
for a Canadian mission to Mars, following the spectacular success
of NASA's twin Martian rovers, Spirit and Opportunity.

Meanwhile, across the Atlantic, crestfallen British scientists have
all but abandoned efforts to establish contact with their Martian
lander, the Beagle 2, not heard from since its presumed landing on
Christmas Day last year.

Ironically, it is the lost Beagle that could turn out to be Canada's
beacon in its own quest for the stars.

The making of Beagle 2 is an inspiring tale of a doodle, scribbled
on a beer coaster, turned into Britain's boldest venture in space. It
is a story of a once-penniless project that, thanks to a clever public
relations campaign, garnered unprecedented public support, from
research institutes to rock bands, forcing the tight-fisted British
government to dole out funds for the project.

Back home, the Canadian Space Agency faces a similar financial
crunch, as the government turned down a request early last year to
fund a potential Canadian-led mission to Mars. CSA president
Marc Garneau contends that a Canadian mission to Mars can only
happen if the government decides to loosen its purse strings.

While awaiting government bounty, the CSA could use existing
resources to kick-start its Mars initiative — just like the Beagle 2
team.

Canada has, at its disposition, a wealth of space-based technolo-
gies to put together a robotic Mars mission, in many ways more
sophisticated than the current crop of Martian probes. For starters,
while current Martian missions skim the surface, Canadian space
technology can offer planetary scientists an inside scoop.

Canada leads the world in Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) tech-
nology — an uncanny space-based imaging technique to glean
information, rich in detail, in harsh weather conditions, day or
night, come rain or shine. A SAR antenna, orbiting Mars, could go
beyond the capabilities of the current Mars Express orbiter to
detect water beneath the Martian surface.

According to David Kendall, senior director at the agency's space
sciences division, "Canadrill," a Canadian-made dry drill, could
bore a two-metre deep well below the Martian surface and geta
bigger picture of the planet's geological make-up.

Erick Dupuis, robotics manager at the CSA, says Canada could use
its existing expertise to build robotic arms to collect and analyze
samples on Mars.

contd....page 22
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SUMITRA RAJAGOPALAN

 SIVA VLIJENTHIRA |

It’s a beautiful Saturday afternoon, and you are riding on the subway.
It?s pretty quiet; everyone seems to be happy and relaxed.

Suddenly, one young person stands up and starts shouting at someone
else in the middle of the car. The first person?s voice gets louder, and
then he starts shoving the other person and throwing punches.

Around them, riders have different reactions.

Some people quickly move away. Some move closer. One individual
starts to get up to stop the bully, but then sits back down. A few people
ignore everything and continue reading their newspapers.

Some riders simply stare, horrified but unable to turn away. A few watch
the fight with smiles on their faces. Others just gaze at the scene disinter-
estedly. A couple of people shout, ‘Yeah! Get him!* while others say,
‘Come on! Fight back!’ and a few yell, ‘Hey! Stop it!?’ =

Finally, somebody presses the yellow emergency indicator to sound the
alarm, while two other people break up the fight. Someone kneels next
to the victim to offer aid, and two others control the bully until the
authorities arrive.

What would you do?
Which of these people are you? Which of these people do you wish you
could be?

Does the situation change if the bully was only shouting, not hitting?
Would you act differently if you were with someone you knew, or if you
knew the people fighting? What if all this happened at recess in the play-
ground, or after school in the parking lot, or even in the middle of a hall-
way, instead of on the subway?

What is bullying?

Bullying is when someone keeps doing something to have power over

someone else. It includes: name-calling; saying or writing mean things
about someone; purposely leaving someone out of games and activities
(‘freezing them out’).

Other buily tactics are: ignoring a person; threatening them; taking or
damaging their things; hitting, shoving or kicking a person; forcing
someone do something they don’t want to do.

Why do people bully?

They may just want attention. They may want other people to fear them.
They may just want to seem tough. Sometimes they might be jealous of
their victim. Sometimes they might be victims of another bully. Some
bullies do not realize how wrong their behaviour is.

A major study in Toronto found bullying happens once every seven min-
utes on the playground, and once every 25 minutes in class.

It’s been called a ‘pectator sport’ because so many of us just sit and
watch while our classmates are made fun of or beaten up.

The problem is that if we stand and watch, it’s like we’re silently sup-
porting the bullying.

It’s not that bystanders necessarily enjoy the scene - most of us are
contd....page 22
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FUTURE WAY
FINANCIAL SERVICES

© LIFE ® RRS.P @ RES.P ® MORTGAGE INSURANCE

| Think your future life: Seve your money: Enjoy your life
10,20 anqsLib 2 HHTMTHID AF I L OBUL HITLLMIS.
1007 s pul uaTSapsuib an'p? 1bamiaum appund

“OUR GUARANTEES ARE WRITTEN IN YOUR POLICY”

Span anusgl 28 (No Smoker) Onan ansg 28 (No Smoker)
20 Year (Guaranteed Paid Up) 10 Year (Guarantced Paid Up)
BENEFIT AMOUNT | MONTH YEAR ONE TIME PAY { BEN{FIT AMOUNT ‘ ﬂOﬂTR l YEAR ‘ ONE TIME PAY
100000 (5322 |638.60  |10,229.43 | | 100000 | 7482 |s9790 |798282

200000 19908  |1189.00 [19,006.65 | |200.000 | 14230 |1,707.60 |15,167.65
500.000 23668 284020 }45,338.29 500000 | 33472 413670  36,722.07 l
*Guaranteed Lash Surrender Value oHone Surrender Charges #Spedial Family Offer *Policy Loans

HEMLOUTRIGBEIT = Tl W BN

www.yourfutureway.com
haran @ yourfutureway.com

{mvestmend, Insurance & Finoacial Adviser

Direct: 416.803.6500 Tel: 416.716.2500
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A Canadion Missio to Mars
contd... from page 17
Furthermore, robotics researchers at the CSA are working on insect-

like space robots. Thus, a Canadian mission to Mars will have the Red
planet abuzz, as tiny contraptions eerily resembling dragonflies swarm

its skies,
The CSA could glean other valuable pointers from the Beagle 2.

Facing both financial and size constraints, the makers of Beagle 2
designed a tiny, compact Martian lander that was manufactured on the
cheap, was chock-a-block with scientific instruments and took up little
space on Mars Express, its mother spaceship.

Likewise, given CSA's perennial financial woes, and the fact that a
Canadian probe would have to thumb a ride on a foreign spaceship, a
Canadian Mars probe would also have to pack a punch, while offering
the biggest bang for its buck.

Under its existing Small Payloads Program, the CSA could solicit and
fund proposals from the scientific community for small, compact
Martian probes that could be produced on the cheap. Under this pro-
gram, Canadian scientists built MOST, the world's smallest space tele-
scope, now performing flawlessly in orbit.

Technical know-how notwithstanding, a Canadian-led mission to Mars
will not take wing without adequate backing from the public.

Scientists and astronauts at the CSA, with their charismatic president at
the helm, could use their ingenuity to initiate a nation-wide campaign
to garner moral and financial patronage for their Mars project.

Such a campaign could create the groundswell of support that would
make Canadian lawmakers sit up and take notice. It could encourage
them to provide additional resources in the same way that public sup-
port for Beagle 2 "shamed" the British government into supporting the
project, as Garneau himself observed.

In his tireless quest to promote a Mars mission, Garneau may have a
new ally in Ottawa. For the first time, a Canadian prime minister has a
national ccience Adviser.

Let us hope that Arthur Carty uses his clout to shore up government
support for the Canadian space community, as it vies for a place of its
own in the sun.

Sumitra Rajagopalan is Montreal-based biomaterials
researcher and science writer. She is one of five recipi
ents of the 2004 Doctoral Dissertation Award of the
International Society of Biomechanics for work on
implantable artificial muscles.

(Courtesy: Toronto Star, March 18, 2004)
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An Ugly Saturday subway ride

Band together with pals

just stand and watch, please.

afraid that if we try to do something by ourselves, we will become the next target.

That is why many activists and organizations, including the Concerned Children?s Advertisers (CCA), are trying to encourage students to band
together to work against bullies. One of the CCA’s television ads says: ‘Bullies aren’t bigger than all of us.” It’s true.

Get together with your friends ad make a pact that if you see someone being bullied, you’ll stand up to the bully together. Try to help the vic-
tim. Bullies are used to getting their own way - when people confront a bully, the bully will usually back down.

But at the same time, don’t put yourself in any danger. If you don’t feel safe, walk away and get help from a teacher or another adult! But don’t

Siva Vijenthira is 16 lives in Toronto (Courtesy: Toronto Star, February 22, 2004)
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Grade- 2

¢ Back-Thurkasiney Srirangan, ‘Thayanaa thayananthan, Narmatha Kurunathan, Shobia Back-Narmatha Kurunathan, Anoja Sundaralingam
i Pararajasingam. Gury. Sinnarasa Nagathas (Vasw), Ratheeka Rajah, Anoja Sundaratingam Guruy. Sinnarasae Nagathas (Vasa). Rubiai Deivendran

Sharmini Emmanvel, Tharmitha Suveskumar, Ainjana Srirangan Sharmini Emmanvel, Ratheeka Rajah. Mid-Janova
{ Mud-Shayenda Suyeskumar, Janam Siveanandan. Luxmic Mancharan, Bavagan Navacatnan Reginald, Thayanaa Thayananthan, Sharanya
i Luxshy Ginanachebvan, Benita Reginold, Shagana Sivabalasingam, Dana Sivakumar Vivekananthan, Shobia Pararajasingam, Anojin
i Front-Tharsika Gnanachelvan, Cynthia Srirangan, Sharmini Murukavel, Yahini Sritharan Kumaradasan, Nirthiha Sithiravadivel{Grade-3)
i Agalyaa Shanthagunarajah. Nivatha Moothathamby, Kayatri Rangarajan, Neshoh Nevedha Ramalingam. Front-Sinthura Anandarajah
i Mathihcantan, Kasturi Rangarajan, Yashika Gunanachelvan Renijh Kamalanathan, Thamilini Sureshkumar
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Dr. Chelliah YOGESWARAN
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DENTAL OFFICE
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Dr. Nirmala Siva
Dr Chelliah Yogeswaran

Associate
Dr. Ashok Babu Raamya

3300 McNiéoll Avenue, Suite: 202

(McNicoll & Middlefield)
Scarborough, ON. M1V 5J6

Tel: 416 299 1868

Goreway Dental Centre
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Upmbyer, GnésevBLed, e1mCoTISEGsT, Leysiervaiu]
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7125 Goreway Drive, Suite: 206
(Goreway & Derry)
Mississauga (Malton), ON. L4T 4H3

Tel: 905 673 7874

P. Kayilasanathan

B.A (CEY) LLB (CEY)
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
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serigul umfleroLy

2401 Eglinton Av. East, Suite # 302
(Eglinton/Kennedy)
Scarborough, ON
MIR 2MS5

Tel.: 416-752 9561
Fax: 416-752 7262
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www. immigrationhelp.ca
416 757 7707
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Group Sponsor
Adoption
Visa

www.trafficticketshelp.ca

416 757 7707
Speeding
Stop Sign
Red Light
Careless
Accident Claims
Impaired - Over 80
Seal Belt
Improper Turns

www.criminalmatters.ca
416 757 7707
Over 80
Dangerous Driving
Assaults
Fraud
Theft under 5000
Bail Hearing
Young Offenders

www. Call Peter Joseph. com
416 757 7707

&L 6BTL. 6yl6v

LB Spevwid
LG fssTels ‘Quiiu Garuls’ s
SIMWPSHHLEUMID  MFLETLamlsd
Speowild Frisl Slpentouledmba
alLmpsa&leno suemFud Smeney 8:00
el (PpH6v, used 1:30 Wewil sumFULD,
Weneny Wbussd 5:30 wenlluledmba
@yey 9:00 wen) euenTUWd HMbHEHSELD.
Geusttefl, Fefl, EpTUIDMISSDENOB6MEVID
wood alGwenyn Hemiseilain
&Ten6y 61L(H Lewil OBTLSSD B)T6y
@aIuG el T HDHIHSE L.
@76y 9:30 WenildE SpLeVWD L LUELD.
ool BlawpFdsst upmw Cuends
ATLITRIGEHEE DpOWHSHIL 6T 905 883
9109 GzTemeuCusl GevdasHHe GBHTLTY
Q&ET6IT6EMEVTLD.

wbeurfls & efiprway oy eowib

eaTUCrT Gseieg aiguled 3025w
Bvdas sLYLSHH Wl B)evssID
10 @60 (Veh&F aidEs@D WwEelldssw
aifls@n GemLuley, g Wemeuy
CueniiFa] Blmiuansais@ (PETeTT60)
Wardsd alprus] opeowid
DIMOHBHIETNG. SpeowSHe0 Hea il

L NRQBEDHLET, (PSBW Semiberen
alGsL suflurhaEnd @)L Gupdsaet.
aungbad Qeusitefsdpenwassiey @yeayl
ummuien Ueeny seumd o siaid) susld
AUMHS6L BLLOUNIBSTDG. Sp60uWs 60T
supemLOWITe LOHMILD Foiiy Be&Sssi
o LulL Gueds aluymisEnsE
SyOWSFIL&T 416 291 8500
Bvdssd60 QBTLIY Gameienay.

Induction Ceremony

The induction ceremony of Mr. Joshuwa
Ratnam, youth pastor of the Tamil Christian
Church of Canada took place at the Mega
Banquet Hall, Scarborough last month. Mr.
Jim Karigiannis, M.P for Agincourt-
Scarborough participating in the induction cer-
emony said," Cling to your faiths. Everyone
should embrace his or her faith so that they
could live safe and meaningful lives." He fur-
ther asserted that all should respect and value
differences especially in the context of a multi-
cultural society. He wished the new pastor all
success in the new vocation and commended
the church for its rapid growth and service to
the community. About 400 members partici-
pated in the dinner that followed the ceremony.
Mrs. Amala Ambalavanar, president of the
church committee thanked Mr. Karigiannis for
helping Pastor Ratnam to immigrate to Canada
from SriLanka to accept his appointment. The
secretary, Mr. Mohan Thavaratnam proposed
the vote of thanks.
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Dager 416-281-4900

Thiravie Murugesu

B.A. (Ceylon)
Sales Representative.

11721 Sheppard Ave. East,
Toronto, ON.
M1B 1G3
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DR. ILLANGO & ASSOCIATES

Dental Office

BRACE FOR A GREAT SMILE

lﬂaaeeccnl usv FBFenFullsy FHev HIHBBTGILD

sto gl Baemeu

DR. M. ILLANGO

B.D.S. Dip. Orth (Oslo), General Practitioner Mainly Orthodontics
UDEET QUEIGUBSSID U eaubBwT

Dr. SABAPATHY RAVEENDRAN

B.D.S, M.S, F.D.S.R.C.S (Eng), General Practitioner

DR. ALI ADIPBFAR

D.D.S, M.D, F.R.C.D (C), Plastic Surgeon

Dr. MEHRAN MOJGANI

D.D.S, Dip.Perio, Gum Specialist, usbapya eneupBw Byemiy

Dr. JANAKI ILLANGO

B.D.S, @®wu usd snaupFhui

Dr. FELOMINA NOLASCO

B.D.S, ®®bu usd eeupBuy

DR. ILLANGO & ASSOCIATES

Dr. PANCHALINGAM KALAICHELVAN

B.D.S, @®wu usd ensupguiy

SCARBOROUGH OFFICE MISSISSAUGA OFFICE
3852 Finch Ave. East, Units 204, 303 3025 Hurontario St., # 102
Scarborough, ON Mississauga, ON
(416) 292-7004 (905) 270-7844
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