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Editorial

Jaffna Science Association was established in 1991 with the objectives of
promoting scientific activities, 1mproving research culture and disseminating
scientific knowledge among the people. Our activities during this year are mainly
centred on the theme of “Science for Peace”. Using scientific knowledge for peace is
everyone’s concern in our area at present. It is equally important to entire humanity.

In the context of peace that has dawned, after 2 two decade long devastated
war, the scientific knowledge has become very indispensable for peace. Science now
embraces all our activities. In our situation, science has to help some specific areas
with particular emphasis, namely, rehabilitation, reconstruction and redevelopment
In major economic sectors where we have meagre resources.

By introducing new technology, our associaton can help the people to
overcome their day to day problems. Intervention of scientific knowledge is urgently
needed in areas such as productivity improvements, reduction of salinity of water,
designing low cost construction materi'ais, appropriate irrigation methods. These
activities will have direct impact on the people who have already settled, and to be
resettled. This is the need of the hour. In view of the necessity and urgency, the
theme of the year has been declared as “Science for peace” by the J.S.A

We therefore request all members to make valuable contributions having
regard to the current year’s theme of our Association. It would be appreciated if
particular emphasis is given to address problems with concrete solutions in your
papers which will have direct impact in the improvement of socio economic

conditions of the people.

JSA Theme for the Year 2002
SCIENCE FOR PEACE
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

It’s my pleasure to send a message to the first
bulletin of this year. First of all, let me
congratulate the editor for the release of this
News Letter.

This Association has strived to fulfil
the objectives for which it was established ten
years ago even at the worst of times.
Popularization of science among the masses is
one of the aims of this Association. Towards
this end, school science exhibitions, essay,
quiz and oratorical contests have been
annually organized. To take this concept of
popularization a  step ahead  Prof
Balasubramaniam spearheaded the move to
establish “Junior Science Association” in
schools. But unfortunately we could not
implement this project until now. We hope
some future presidents will be able to
implement it.

This year School Science Exhibition
just concluded was well organized and I
congratulate the President -elect, Prof.
Kumaravadivel and Prof Gnanakumaran for
doing an excellent job and also all who helped
them to make the Exhibition a success.
Another step forward in popularization of
science is the weekly column run in the
weekly publication- Sanganatham, by Dr.
Nagalingam Sivayogan of Section-A. A
column is also made available to Section-C in
Thinakkural.

Promotion of science and Scientific
research is one of the main objectives of this
Association. In pursuance of this objective A-
Level students of schools were provided with
an opportunity to participate in the
competition “Young Researchers’ Award”
organized by Section-A in collaboration with
Sudar Oli.

Efforts are being made to register this
Association as a charity organization by an
act of Parliament. I take this opportunity to
thank all those who help us in our
endeavourer to fulfill the objectives and aims
of this Association.

Mr. A Panchalingam
President, J.S.A

August 15. 2002
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SECTIONAL NEWS

Section A
Chairman’s Message

Prof K. Kandasamy. former chairman-Section
A in the 2000, Jan. news letter issue,
committed to sav that “without scientific
discoveries there cannot be any advancement
in technology™ and as such the Section A is
committed to steer the public towards science
awareness and create an atmosphere to learn
science, In particular among the young
generation, through popularization of science.

I would like to reiterate the above in this year
2002 news letter 1ssue and therefore this year
the Section A is introducing science news and
riddles to the younger generation weekly
through the local news paper ‘Valampuri's’
weekly ‘Sankunatham’, and the prize winners
of the riddle contest in that weekly column
are also reinforced with suitable prizes
sponsored by some leading businessmen in
the Jaffna Town. This weekly writings on
science knowledge base and science riddles™
are done by DrN. Sivavogan (Physics
Department). The editor Section A is Mr.K.
Parameswaran (Zoo-Dept.)

“Science for peace’ is, this vear’s theme of the
business of JSA. So if peace is to take
embodiment in  (he advancement of
technology, first and foremost peace should
then take its initial roots well a and tread deep
and steady in the scientific discoveries and for
scientific discoveries sensing to empiricism
and empiricism to perception then will have
to reflect the processing of peace from the
beginning onwards, and for which this peace
should enter into or house into the school
buildings which is in life.

This is then my message to all the members
of Section A - J.S. A

Mr.R. Raveendranathan
Chairman

Proposed the

2002/2003

1. Popular Talks (monthly)

2. Seminars and workshops for G.C.E.
(A/L) Science students and Teachers

programme for year
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3. Young Researcher’s Award-  Sponsored
by ‘Sudaroli’
4. Workshops on  GIT -  General

) Informuuon Tes,hnqlog\

In 1641 he invented the first calculating
machine.

Pascal discovered in 1648 that the height of

Accomplished Activities

A 1) A two full day workshops (5.5.2002 and
24.06.2002) on General Information
Technology for 36 selected teachers
(selected in proportionally to the number
of teachers in each zone) with the
facilitation of 36 computers. By this
individual attention was paid to each
participant.

2) Free of charge

3) Refreshments and Tea served.

4) Certificates were awarded

5) Assistance, facilitation, lectures, and
demonstration were given by IT Park,
Jaffna. Coming under the purview of the
Ministry of Reconstruction and
Rehabilitation.

6) Hand outs were given.

7) Director of IT Park — Mr. Kugathasan with
Mr. Nandakumar Deputy Director of IT
Park and Mr P. Jevakumar, plaved a
prominent role.

8) Organised and monitored by the secretary
Section A — JSA. Mrs.J. Nandakumar
(Senior Lecturer, Dept. of Botany)

9) Members of Section A who were present

1) The Chairman — Section A
2) Dr. N. Sivayogan

B) For publicity and knowledge base
motivation an arrangement for reservation
of a column of the local daily paper
“Valampuri’s® weekly “Sankunatham’™ had
been made.

Attention Seeking
Facts of a Scientist

What does Blaise Pascal argue?

Pascal, Blaise (1623-1662)., a French
Philosopher, scientist, and mathematician,
was born in Clermont the son of a minor
noble who was a government official.

At 61 he wrote a geometric treatise that forms
the foundation of the modern theory of conic
sections.

August 15,2002
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increases and correctl\ reasoned that this
change is due to a decrease in atmospheric
pressure. Shortly afterward, he formulated
Pascal’s law for pressure applied to confined
fluids.

During 1652-53 he and Pierre de Fermat
founded the mathematical theory of
probability.

In 1646 Pascal had been converted by the
Jansenists, a catholic sect that, like the
Calvinists, believed in PREDESTINATION
and salvation by faith. In 1654 he underwent a
mystical experience and decided to renounce
the world.

After Pascal’s death, PENSEES
(THOUGHTS) an incomplete collection of
his notes on RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY,
NATURE AND MAN was published. In this
work, noted for its prose styvle, Pascal
ARGUES that man must tumn to faith because
reason is not sufficient to understand the
universe.

Section B

Proposed Activities
e Public Seminars
It is planned to conduct three popular talks
during this  session by  Dr.  (Ms)
Sivapathasuntharam,  Prof K.  Balasubra
manium and Mr.S. Pooranachandran.
.e Programme for G.C.E. (A/L) Students
and Staff
1. In order to help G.C.E(A/L) students a
pamphlet having different current
information based on Biotechnology,
agricultural pest and diseases, and
biostatistical will be published.

2. Promote the science knowledge of
agricultural staff, members of section
B are prepared to give lectures and
laboratory practical in agricultural
biology, pest and diseases and
biotechnology at each zone.

B e B T i e e e
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3. Lecture will be conducted to promote
the science knowledge of G.C.E.(A/L)
students in the field of applied
statistics and computer application at
different schools.

Mrs. T. Mikunthan
Secretary

Section C

e Talks/ Seminars

The talk on “Use of overhead projector”
was delivered by Dr.N.Sivarajah on
22.05.2002.

e A weekly (Saturday), question &
answer column in “Thinakkural”
Newspaper was started.

o Letters were sent to the principals of

the schools for the school programme.

e A workshop is being arranged on the
following topic “Is abortion to be
legalized?”

Dr.R. Rajarajeswaran
Chairman

Section D

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on
28.06.2002

The committee had a discussion about
sectional activities of the current year. Finally
it was decided to organize/conduct the
following activities.

1) Seminars / Public Lectures (On topics
need of English, Tamil nation, etc.)

2) Workshop for A/L teachers in the

following  subjects -~  History,
Geography, Fine Arts, Economics,
Tamil, Political Science, Hindu

Civilization etc.

Mrs.N. Selvanayagam
Chairman

August 15. 2002
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Editorial Staff

Prof K. Kugabalan (Sec.D)-Chief Editor
Mr. K. Parameswaran (Sec. A)

Mr.B. Jeyaseelan (Sec.B)

Dr.K. Sivanesan (Sec.C)

The Jaffna Science Association Newsletter
will be published quarterly. All material
should be sent to the Chief Editor, JSA
through the sectional editors. Deadline for
sending materials for the next issue will be 15
November 2002. The JSA editorial staff
reserves the right to accept, reject or edit all
material submitted for publication.

Newsletters are available to all members free
of charge. It can be distributed to non-
members provided they send the request with
a self addressed 22cm x 9cm size envelop
with stamps for Ks.4.50

The JSA is a scholarly, non-political, and
non-profit professional association.
Membership is normally open to personsy|
having a Bachelor’'s degree. = However,
persons who have made  valuable
contributions to the science could also be
considered for membership by the Executive
Committee.

JAFFNA SCIENCE ASSOCIATION
Committee Members 2002 - 2003

President:

President -elect.
Past President
General Secretary:
Asst.Gen. Secretary:

Mr. A Panchalingam
Prof.R. Kymaravadivel
Dr.N. Sivarajah
Dr.A.Senthuran
Prof.:N. Gnanakumaran

Treasurer: Mr K. Sivarajah

Asst. Treasurer: Mr.G. Thirukumaran
Chief Editor: Prof. K. Kugabalan
Auditor: Rajanayagam Auditors

JAFFNA SCIENCE ASSOCIATION
SECTIONAL COMMITTEES:2002-2003

Section A

Chairman . Mr.R. Raveendranathan
Secretary - Mrs. J. Nandakumar
Editor - Mr.K. Parameswaran

Committee Members: Mr. K. Selvavinayagam
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Prof K. Kandasamy
Dr.N. Sivayogan
Mr.S. Selvarajan

Section B

Chairman - Dr.(Mrs) S. Sivachandiran
Secretary - Mrs. T. Mikunthan

Editor : Mr.B. Jeyaseelan

Committee Members: Mrs. S. Mahesan
Mr. A. Suthaparan
Mr.S. Sathyaseelan
Prof (Ms)V. Arasaratnam

Section C

Chairman - Dr.R. Rajarajeswaran
Secretary : Dr.S. Kannathasan
Editor - Dr K. Sivanesan

Committee Members: Dr.(Mrs).G. Bavany
Dr. (Mrs).S. Pancharajah
Dr.(Ms).S. Sivanandam
Dr.(Mrs).T. Thileepan

Section D

Chairman : Mrs. N. Selvanayagam
Secretary : Mrs. S. Srisatkunarajah
Editor : Prof. K. Kugabalan

Committee Members: Prof. A. Shanmugadas
Prof S. Sitrampalam
Prof R. Sivachandiran
Dr.S.T.B. Rajeswaran

The article which won the first place in the
Essay Competition conducted by the J.S.A
for 2002-2003
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The article which won the second place in
the Essay Competition conducted by the
J.S.A for 2002-2003. ;
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I am glad to welcome your contribution for
the theme science for peace for publication in
our second quarterly bulletin.

Chief Editor
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JSA Annuai Sessions — 2003
Call for Abstracts.

Soon, JSA will invite members to submit
abstracts of communication for presentation at
the annual session, April 2003.

Members are kindly informed to start
preparations at vour earliest convenience.

JSA — Needs your support

Please become a life/ ordinary/ Institutional
member or renew your membership.

Applications for membership should be made
on Association’s application form, which
could be obtained from the General Secretary,
JSA, C/o University of Jaffna, Jaffna, Sri
Lanka.
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