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Editorial

Deteriorating standard of education in the District

A problem that is in the minds of all of us is whether the standard of
education is deteriorating in our District. For want of a better measuring stick we

all measure the standard of education by examination results. The results of the

year 5 recent scholarship examinations, G.C.E. O/L examinations and G.C.E. A/L
examinations indicate a downward trend in the standard of education in the
District. At one time, the students in the North dominated in numbers the
Engineering Faculty so as to force the Government of the day to bring in
standardization. Now the situation is just the reverse. If not for standardization
the numbers entering the universities from this District will be much less.

There is no one reason for this state of affairs. The maladies afflicting the
society, which in turn affect the students, are many. These maladies cannot be
eradicated overnight. So they are going to be with us, some for sometime and rest
forever. So what’s the remedy?

Let us face the stark facts. Free education, at least quality education, has
become a farce. Tutories have come to stay. So at the moment there are two
parallel systems, of education one formal and the other non-formal, in our midst.
So as a solution, why don’t we recognize the tutory system and make one
complementary to the other!

When we speak of education we are apt to think that it is something
connected to examination since we used to measure education through
examination results." But it is high time we think of education as linked to
employment. In that case if one is to be employable we should stress the need for
competency in English and Information Technology.

JSA Theme for the Year 2002/2003

SCIENCE FOR PEACE
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Message from the General Secrefarf

I have great pleasure in giving a message to

the second bulletin of this year’s Newsletter
of Jaffna Science Association. ,

The JSA is functioning for the past ten years
- with lot of shortcoming. The JSA’smain aim
is dissemination and application of science
knowledge to the people of this region. Our
.programs are. conducted in this direction.
School Science Programme is conducted
annually to boost the knowledge of science
- among school students. This year too we have
the School Science Pragramme and so far we
have successfully completed the exhibition,
essay and oratorical contests. The quiz contest
1S in progress.

We are going to have the Annual Sessions in

April. Theme seminar, Popular, Review

Lectures, Research Paper Presentations and
Presidential address will be the main events in
the Annual Session. The Theme of the year is
“Science for Peace”. .

We are functioning with limited resources and
we need help from all. Please give us a hand
to improve our activities by becoming a life
member of JSA. Also we are functioning
without a permanent building for JSA and we
are looking for a fairly spacious house in the
vicinity of the University of Jaffna.

We are trying to register the JSA as a charity

organization by an act of parliament. In this
regard Mr.G.G. Gajendrakumar M.P. is taking
the necessary steps and we are very thankful
to him. ’

I take this opportunity to congratulate the
editor for the release of the second
Newsletter.

Dr.A. Senthuran,
General Secretary, JSA.
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SECTIONAL NEWS

~ Section A .

Accomplished Activities

1. Swami Athmapiriyanantha, Ramakrishna

- Mission; Kolkatha, India- delivered a
popular talk on the title “Time and
Timelessness”. _ - :

2. Weekly articles on various pure science
subject areas were published in
Sangunatham, the weekly magazine of
local Tamil daily newspaper Valampuri.
Section ‘A’ has a special column called
“Vihgnanath Thulligal” in Sangunatham.
So far more than 30 articles have been
published. A weekly quiz contest also
accompanies these articles. Every week

- three lucky winners are selected and
awarded with cash, one hundred rupees
each, prizes. Various private organizations
have sponsored this quiz contest.

Section B
Accomplished Activities

Popular Talks

1. Popular talk on “An outlook of plant
breeding” was delivered by
Mr.S.J. Arasakesary,  research  officer
Thirunelvely research station on 12"
November 2002. In his talk, he discussed
the methods of plant breeding programme
and importance of conservation of
germplasm of selected varieties specially
in Northern region.

2. Mr.P. Alvapillai Senior Lecturer,
department of Agricultural Engineering
delivered a popular talk on “Thermal
powder spray welding for Agricultural
machinery. FUTEC-A fifth generation
Technology” on 10™ December 2002. In
his talk, he emphasized on the need of
thermal powder spray welding specially to
- Jaffna peninsula.
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3. Dr.A.S Kantharajah, Senior Lecturer,
University of Western Sydney delivered a
popular talk on “Invitro studies to
improve plants” on 03.01.2003 in His
lecture he explained the different tissue
culture techniques well.
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Section C
Accomplished Activities

Talks and Seminars
The talks were held on the following topics.

1. “Reproductive health” at Victoria College -
Chulipuram by Dr.(Mrs)G.Bavani

2. “Hospital at Home” at Clinical Lecture Hall
General Hospital, Jaffna by
Dr.V.Nerminathan

3. “Good hygienic habits among schbol
children” at Vembady Girls” High School
by Dr (Mrs).G.Bavani

4. “wryerLiy GBI GHULEE &aps
L L HHe0 FHalirdhsHe0”
By Dr.C.S. Jamunanantha

5. Geetha: The way of life
Mr.K. Mylwaganam

6. Prof. John Holto of University College of
London will deliver a talk on “Inflamatory
Bowel Diseases” in the second week of
March 2003.

School Programmes 2002-2003

One full day workshop for A/L students of
Kokuvil Hindu College was conducted on
November 12, 2002 to enlighten them in the
field of Agricultural biology. The following
subjects were taught with practical.
1. Important aspects of pests.

By Mr.K Thirukumaran (Lecturer,
Dept.of Agriculatural Biology)

2. Identification of order and damage of
important pest. -

By Mr.P.Jeyaseelan (Lecturer, Dept.
of Agricultural Biology)
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3., Introduction to microbiology and
instruments used in microbiology

. By Miss.N, Tharshinideve .
(Demonstrator, Dept. of Agricultural Biology)

- 4. Important pest in coconut and rice.

By Mr K. Thirukumaran

© (Lecturef, Dept. of Agricultural Biology)

5. Practical explanation in different methods-
of pest control.

By MissT. Sriveny
(Temporary Lecturer, Dept. of Agrxcultural
Blology) :

6.Weeds and their control measures.
By Mr. A Suthaparan
(Lecturer, Dept. of Agronomy)

7. Technology used in tissue culture
By Mr.P.Sevvel

‘ {Temporary Lecturer, Dept. of Agncultural

onlogy)

8. Problems faced in cultivation of crops.
By Prof. V. Arulnandhi

Section D
Accomplished Activities
The talks were held on the following topics.

1. ProfP. Balasundrampillai, delivered a
lecture  “Problems of disputed
enclaves and islands in Meditaranian
area Geo political analysis” on
21.08.2002, which was held in the
Geography Hall, University of Jaffna.

2. Mr. T Arunakirinathan delivered a
lecture “Learning Disorders” on
23.12.2002, which was also held in
the Geography Hall, University of
Jaffna.

3. Prof P. Balasundarampillai delivered
a lecture “Ethnic composition and
distribution pattern in the North
Eastern province” on 13.02.2003,
which was also held in the Geography
Hall, University of Jaffna.
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4. Mr.B.K. Jegathesa delivered a lecture
“Self 'Empowerment” on 19.02.2003

which was alsg held in the Geography

Hall, University of Jaffna.

School Science Programme 2002-2003

The Jaffna Science Association had
conducted the school science exhibition
contest from 11® to 13™ Septembet 2002 at
the Vembadi Girls’ High School Jaffna.
Twenty-four schools participated and thirty

- nine exhibits had been exhibited during the
exhibition contest. Dept. of Zoology, Dept. of
Physics, Dept. of Chemistry and Dept. of
Botany in the Faculty of Science, Dept. of
History in the Faculty of Arts and Medical
Faculty, University of Jaffna also contributed
in that exhibition by exhibiting some useful
and valuable exhibits. Further to this, IIS
institution, Jaffna also had six show rooms to
“exhibit the development and skill of the
advance technology through their computers.
Apart from the Jaffna District students,
Vavuniya, Kilinochchi and Mullaithivu
school students and teachers also witnessed
the exhibition. All these made the exhibition
programme a great Success.

The following schools were selected as prize
winners at the exhibition contest.

1** J/Hindu College
An industrial zone at Elephant Pass

2™ J/Vembadi Girls’ High School
Conservation of Resources

3" J/Kokuvil Hindu College
Automatic control of the water level in a tank

4™ J/Yarlton College
Global environmental problems and the
solutions

5% J/Kokuvil Hindu College
A scheme to drain oﬂ salt water in the Jaffna
peninsula

6™ J/Chundikuli Girls” School
Natural warming of air
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7% J/St.Patrick’s College
Spiro meter

8% J/Kokuvil Hindu College:
Alarm system

9™ J/Jaffna Central College
Jaffna town on the verge of perishing

10™ J/Jaffna Central College
Glass House

School Science Oratorical Contest

The Oratorical Contest was held on 9"
November 2002 at Vaitheeswara College,
Jaffna. The following students are the winners
of the Oratorical Contest.

Fn'st Place — Miss. Thanujah Thabendran
Nelliyady M.M.V, Karaveddy

Second Place — Miss Shaliny Sinnathamby
Chundikuli Girls’ College,Jaffna.

Third Place — Mas.Sellathurai Prasath
Jaffna Hindu College, Jaffna

Merit Places

Miss Ajanthaginy Satkunaratnam
Vembady Girls” High School

Miss.Jeyatharshiny Pathmasothinathan
Yalton College. Karainagar

The winners of the first, second and third
places get cash prize of One thousand, Seven
hundred and fifty and five hundred rupees
respectively. Other seven winners get merit
certificates.

. School Science Quiz Contést

Twenty-eight schools participated in the Quiz
Contest of J.S.A’s School Science
Programme.-2002 - 2003. The following
students are the winners of the Individual
Performances in the Quiz Contest.
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1% Place —
Mas. Vimaltharmaiyah Gnanaruban
St. John’s College, Jaffna

2™ Place
Mas. Ledchumanasarma Kethara sarma
Jaffha Hindu College, Jaffna.
And
Mas. Vivekananthan Kokulan
Jaffna Hindu College, Jaffna.

4" Place
Mas. Nallivarothayan Ha)ananth
St. John’s College, Jaffna.

5™ Place

Mas. Bastiampillai Sujeevan.

St. Henry’s College, Ilavalai
And

Mas. Gobalasingam Nirutheegan

St. John’s College, Jaffna

7% Place .
Miss Mathuratha Slvasubramamam
Vembadi Girls’ High School

. And :
:Mas. Velautham Saravanan
Jaffna Hindu College, Jaffna.

9'" Place
Mas. Punniyalingam Kuruparan
St. Henry’s College, Ilavalai

10" Place

Mas.Kanagaradnam Thiruvarangan
Yogapuram Maha Vidyalayam, Yogapuram
Mullaitivu

The winners of the first, second and third
places get cash prize of One thousand, Seven
hundred and fifty and five hundreéd rupees
respectively. Other seven winners get merit
certificates.

The following eight schools were selected for
the second phase of Quiz Contest which will
be held at Jaffna Central College, Jaffna on
19" March 2003. The first phase of the quiz
contest held at Vaitheeswara College, Jaffna.
and Killinochchi Hindu College, Killinochchi.
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St. John’s College, Jaffna.

Vembadi Girls’ High School, Jaffna.
Nelliady Mathiya .Maha. Vidyalayam.
Karaveddy

Jaffna Hindu College Jaffna.
Killinochchi Hindu College, Killinochchi.
Vigneswara College, Karaveddy

&

. St. Henry’s College, Ilavalai, Jaffna.

Murugananda Maha Vidyalayam, Murasumoddai

School Science Essay Competition

Sixty students participated in the Essay
Competition of J.S.A’s School Science
Programme.-2002-2003. The details of the
winners of the Essay Competition are as
follows. '

1% Place
Miss. K. Kalayarasi
Skandavarodaya College, Chunnakam

. 2" Place

Mas.A. Andrew Nishanthan
Jaffna Hindu College, Jaffna

3" Place
Miss.N. Arudchelvi
Nelliyady M.M. Vidyalaya, Karaveddy

4" Place
Mas.Y. Muralitharan
Killinochchi Hindu College, Kﬂlmochchl

5™ Place

Miss.Kajenthini Thanekasalam

Manippay Ladies’ College. Mamppay
And

Mas.S. Thumishan

Jaffna Hindu College, Jaffna

7" Place
Miss.R. Shobarna
Manippay Ladies’ College. Mamppay

8™ Place
Miss.S. Sangeetha
Manippay Ladies’ College. Manippay

9" Place
Miss. Sivatharani Kathiravannasamy
Methodist Girls’High School, Point Pedro

10" Place
Miss.S.Kalaipriya
Murugananda M. V., Murasumoddai
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The winners of the first, second and third
places get cash prizes of One thousand, Seven
hundred and fifty and five hundred rupees
respectively along with certificates. Other
seven winners get merit certificates.

- Prof \N. Gnanakumaran
Secretary, School Science Programme J. S A

List of New Members — 2002
Section — A

Life Members

Mr.R. Balasubramaniam

Mr K. Velautham

Mr.S.V. Mahendran

Mr.S.S. Suhendran ‘
Mr.N. Kanthavanachelvam
Mr.M.Ramkumar
Mrs.M.Padmini

Mr.G. Rajendrakumar

Ordinary Members
Ms.S. Jamuna

Ms.L. Saseereka

Ms.S. Ganga

Ms.V. Subashini ,
Mrs. A. Baring Brightly
Mrs.S. Aravinthy

Section — B

Life MemberA '
Mr. K. Sooriyakumar

Ordinary Member
Dr.J.Sithambaranathan
Mr.S. Sanjayan
Miss.P. Sumithira
Miss. T. Shiamala
Mr.S. Naguleswaran
Miss.S. Thurairetnam
Mr.K. Aingaran

Mr.V. Jeyachchandran

Section-C -
Life Member
Mr.R Kapilan
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Section-D
Life Members ' S e

Mrs.K. Ramanathan
Mr.T. Arunakirinathan
Mr.M. Velauthapillai
Mr.S. Sivakumaran
Mr.A. Anandarajah
Mr.N. Vijayasundaram
Ms.C. Rathie

Mr.P. Kamalanathan

JSA - Needs your support
Please become a life/ ordinary/ Institutional
member or renew your membership.

Applications for membership should be made
on Association’s application form, which
could be obtained from the General Secretary,
JSA, C/o Un1vers1ty of Jaffna, Jaffna, Sri
Lanka.

The article which won the First place in the ~
Essay Competition conducted by the J. S.A
for 2002-2003.
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The article which won the third place in
the Essay Competition conducted by the
J.S.A for 2001-2002.
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