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“ It is quite likely that the earliest groups may have spoken
Indo-Avistric Munda and Proto — Dravidian Languages”
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“It is still unclear which process or coml)ination of
processes, were the cawse of Sp Lankan language
replacement Itis possiMe that very different processes were
at work in different areas of the Island and that we cannot
isolate or iclentify a prime mover from the overall result.
. The presence of a number of inscriptions written in Pralarit,
lwwevez, don’t necessarily indicate a large number of writers

or presumably speakers in that language”
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“Nor could they understand the Chingulay (Sinhalese)
language in whigl-l we spolze to them”
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Language of the inscriptions where discernible is Indo-
Aryan Prakrit. There is no way of ascertaining what
language was in use before Prakrit in Sri Lanka, whether
Vedda, Dravidian or some other category as evidenced by
the occurrence of certain non-Indo Aryan, non-Dravidian
words in the Sinhalese langusge. It is probable that elite
dominance was the prime factor responsilale for the

supersession of the earlier base language of Sri Lanka Ly
Prakrit. .
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“ By Progressive Sin]:xalis_ation they resisted the attempts by
the south Indian states to assimilate the Island. In such
circumstances the Indo-European Buddhist nature of the
~ Island may have been stressed by Kings and Buddhist
communities in order to preserve sovereignty. This
emphasis could have resulted in the gradual spread of a
monolingual in p]ace of ]:)i[ingual one. Certainly geneticists
have suggested that the Sin lese are more closely related
to south Indian populations than to North Indian groups”
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