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Mr. R. SUNDARALINGAM

In the passing of Mr. R. Sundaralingam, Sri Lanka has lost an
eminent Sanskrit Scholar, efficient administrator and an effective
manager. He was a creative interpreter of Tamil tradition and culture.
The academia was deprived of a dynamic organiser and generations
of students lost a teacher, guide and Counsellor. Like a collasus, he
dominated the education field for nearly 40 years. During this period
he lectured, organised conferences and seminars, presided over
research and academic bodies.

His remarkable contribution to the Examination system of Sri
Lanka provided his indomitable courage and tenacious coupled with
strong principle of character. His splendid performance at the De-
partment of Education Publications earned him his promotion as the
provincial Director of Education, Jaffna. He successfully performed
his duties in that capacity. He understood the education process, the
schools, the children and the teachers and proved himself a highly
organised and disciplined manager. Although he was a highly ac-
complished scholar, he was also capable of addressing an audience
with simplicity and direction. He was a great work-oriented person. He
dedicated his entire life for the development of education. He was
able to carryout the education at the province soundly, uninterupted
by the existing disturbences that was chaotic.

He had the power to evoke personal affection as well as de-
votion to a cause, taking the subordinates into his confidence, asking
for their co-operation. In his quiet way he had always been very friendly
towards his officers. His tribute to my work as the head was always
kind and appreciative. He always helped deserving people from his
own purse, without expecting anything in return.

He was deeply religious. He practised what be preached with
earnestness and lived an extremely simple and austere life. A living
legend of self-control he fasted for long periods while performing his
official duties with efficientcy.

He was a devoted husband, a carring and affectionate father,
and a loving and appreciative father-in-law. His pride was his two
children, the son who became a doctor and the daughter and accom-
piished lady. He doted his only delightful grandson.

Such an inspiring religious person, educationist, scholar, who
was intensely humane will be always remembered with love and
adoration by one and all.

Dr. Tilokasundarai Karyawasam
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A Multi Dimensional Personality

My good friend Sunthar is no more and his demise is an irreparable loss for
all of us. ‘

I have been closely associated with him more than 40 years. Having worked
together in the Education Ministry during a period of 25 years or more from
our y(;unger ages and thereafter in different walks of life | had the rare privi-
lege of associating with him closely both in our official capacity and in our
private life. This association became very intimate extending to our families
and children as well.

Sunthar is a multi dimensional personality with charming qualities. He was
a very popular Senior Officer who was sought after for guidance and advice,
everyone looked up to him for leadership.

He was extra-ordinary, for he was ioved by his subordinates, due to his
simplicity and humane qualities, admired by his peers for his expertise and
leadership, recognized and respected by his superiors for his integrity and
commitment.

His high Proficiency at degree level in the various languages, Tamil,  English,
Sanskrit, Pali and to a limitted extent Sinhala and hid presentation skills
were complementary and supplementary and made him a good fit in the
education sector and indispensabie in whatever organization he worked.

* He had the ability to create value over the long term and was willing to

stand alone and blow the whistie when necessary.

| was impressed by his sharp intellect, his quick grasp of complex issues,
his sense of homour, his gentle and enthusiastic manner of presenting his
case, in any forum. He had an incisive and perceptive mind which cut through
the superfluous and death with the core issues.

He was unique-his hands were clean, conscience clear, with an abundant
heart, a broad smile all the time and quick witted and above all a harmoni-
ous blend of all these qualities. He had an amazing sense of humour with
full of meaning and good timing which he learned to use to delight and
disarm others.

A multi dimensional personality in all aspects.

it is a pity that we lost him.

May his soul rest in peace.

Raj Subramaniam

PRINCIPAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Sri Lanka Business Development Centre,
Colombo - 03.
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