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The Chancelior; University of Jaffna,

Professor , T. NADARAIJA, Thiruﬂelvely.
+M.A%, Ph. D. (Cantab.) Jaffna, .
Hon. Litt. D. (Jaffna) Sri Lanka.

-«Hon. LL.D, (Colombo) ~10th December1989.

In the course of a comparatively short life of forty five -

years Sir Muthucoomaraswamy (1834 — 1879) blazed trails

for his countrymen - and indeed for Asians generally - in'many
directions. ’ '

He had the dist;inctionofg} being the first non - christian

from Asia to be admitted to the English Bar (overcoming
many obstacles to achieve that distinction) and he is said to
have been the first Asian to receive the honour of a Knigh-
thood. For many years he was the unofficial Leader of the
Opposition in the Legislative Council. He also published)
English translations of Pali and Tamil works; and his in-
fluence on his sister’s sons, Sir Ponnanbalam Ramanathan
and Sir Ponnambalam Arunachalam, as guacdian and mentor
in their formative years was quite considerable. '

Mr. S. Kumarasamy M.A is to be. commended for his
initiative in writing what, is, probably ‘the first book on
Sir. Muthucoomaraswqmy' in Tamil. By his pioneer effort he
has enabled the younger generation of Tamil - speaking: people
o get an idea of the work of the most prominent Tamif
of his time in Sri Lanka or in. India. '

T. Nadaraja.
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You have observed the crows eat in company with their Rel
‘ ‘ ~ , ative
The food of indivisible and preeminent :
happiness is over flowing and in one complete form.
Ab! men of the world, flock in crowds ‘
That we might. Relish' it before these bodies of ours have ‘dro-

pped off / ’
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~ What is that which, unconfined to thisor that spot but in spl

endour, fulness - of joy and grace, i-eivadem  all space?.

what is that which, willing entire millions of worlds, to rest
in the space of its Grace, exists as the life of life?

what is that which is beyond the reach of thought and words;
what is that which stands unaffected, whilst myriads of religions
contending claim it to be «+Qur God*’ “Their God?*?

what is that which, whilst thjs contention spread everywhere
exists as a spirit, all powerful, happy, eternal? Again,

what is that which has for its abode the region, where neit.
her light nor darkness is found? .

That - that alore is agreeable to the mind. let us, viewing all-
that we see as the display of the form of the unspeakable
(Maunam) make obeisance to it. »
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The Autior’s Speech Was Broadcast
Cn 1st ’Vlay, 1989 By The S L. B C.

“ Some are born great,
Some achieve greatness
and some have greatness thrust upon them

Said Wiiliam Shakespeare.

Sir Muthu Coomaraswamy was born great ; for, he was the
"only son of Covinaraswamy Muthaliar who was the first Tamii
representative in the Legislative Council. He did achieve great-
ness in ample m:asure as he wis not only the first  Ceylonese
to be Knighted but also' the first- = Asianto be honoured
asa Knight by H. M. Queen Victoria in the 19th century,
Also did be achieve another significant distinction when he wag
the first- Asian (non-christian and non jew) to be made,
a Barrister - at - Law of the Lincoln’s Inn. Greatness was thrust

upon him ( of courss posthumously) when his only son Dr.Ana«

anda Coomaraswamy achieved world renown for his speeches and
writings on Indian art, Ceylonese Art, and the Bance of
‘Siva. '
Pl

Muthu Coomaraswamy was barn in Colomb> as the only
sqn of Coomaraswamy Muthaliar and Visalachy of Manipay,
op 23rd January 1834. Hs was educated at the Queen’s Aca-
demy th: future Royal Collags waece he studied English, Tamil
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Greek, Latin and Sinhalesz, He was awarded thé much coveted
Turnour Prize as and aliround Scholar,which prize was to be wom
consecutively by the next four gencrations of his family,

The visit of Lord Stanley to Ceylon was marked by a publig
reception at which the young Muthu, whe was then a boy of elght_
een, spoke onthe © Prosperity of the Tamil Community ’
Governor Andersun who was present on the cccasion was gre-
atly impressed by the young Muthu's eloquence and ‘made him
a Cadet in the Ceylon Civil Service, although he was too young,
Muthu remainsd for a short period as a police Magistrate in jthe
Civil Service but soon gave it up to study Law. Sir Richard Morg-
an, under whom Muthi apprenticed himself as a law student,
kindied in the latter the urge to qualify as a full tledged lawyer.

At this time, the Tamil scat in the Legislative Council fell
vacant and Muthu who was only 28 years old was appointed to
fill the vacancy. His speeches in the Legislative Council
were thought - provoking and of a nature that the co nmunities

_benefitted by his representation. Further, whenever there was

native grievance and foreign injustice,  he left no stone
unturned until the gricvances were set aright. Thus he pre-
vented many oppressive Laws mtcnded by the British Govern-
ment against the Ceylonese.

Mauttu’s costume in the Legislative Council was dignified
and truly nationalistic. He wore a long coat of a plain light
colour, more .ofien white, extending from his neck up te
his koees, with a gold laced turban on his curly hair which
made him look very much a fabled prince of an Eastera land.
He wore a goid chain round. his neck with a pendant
decorated by a star in brilliants and his thick  flowing
beard reaching almost his chest. Farther, his perfect command
of the English Langpage, the 'intonation and modulation of
his" musical voice presented. altogether a ‘vivid personality; -
Muttu continued his services in the Legislative Council for a period
of seventeen ";fyears until his death.

In the year 1862, he went to England and wished to enter the

"Liacola’s [nn to bscom: a Barrister. Buthe rules were rather rige
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‘id and admission was refussd as h> was neith:r a Christian nord
Jew. But he was peither to be brow-bsaten nor discouraged. He
fought his way <hrough, and became a Barrister -at- Law, - thus
becoming the first Ceylonese aud Asian ( non - Christianand non -
Jew) Barrister. During his stay in England, he translated into

ssuperb prose, the Hindu Puran2, Arichandra, the Mastyr of tru .

«th and dedicated it to Queen  Victoria, who admired the work
nimmensely.

) Mutiu undertook a scholarly trip to India with his relatives
.in 1867. His chief interests were directed towards the Hindu
Religion and its philosphy coupled with pilgrimage to the sacred

“’l‘emples He was enrolled as an advocate of the Madras High
Court and practised there for a short time.

Muttu revisited England in his fortieth year and not Only
jdramatlsvd the Purana Arichandra but also staged the play in
English in the presence of Queen Victoria. The Queen was
enraptured by the performance and Kaighted him in person.
Thus Muttu won the distinction of beiag the first »Ceylonese
.and Asian to be made a Knight ( Non - Christian, .Non - Jew ).

Sir Muttu Coomaraswamy speat his time in London giving
earned discours:s on Indian philosophy ia the Athenium and
Arts Council where he made good friends with cont:mporary
leaders of thought and action, such as Lord Palmerston, Benjamin
Iblsraell ‘Alfred Tennyson and Lord Houghton. Elizbeth Clay Bee-
by, a'daughter of Mr . William Bezby of Kent took a fancy for
‘Sir Mutte Coomaraswamy’ s talfents as an actor and an orator,
"She had been a regular visitor to the Arts Council Meetings whe -
‘re the elite of London met. Appreciation turned into friendship
“Which ripened into love and happy matrimony. The marriage was
éﬂlemmzed atthe St. Pancreas registry Offics oa '\'Iarcl 18th 1875 ;

Y ' Sfr ‘Muttu and Lady Foomaraswamy visited Ceylon after
- ¥hefr marriage, and their son Ananda was born in ¢ Rheinland*?
‘C‘oipatty on’'224d August 1877, Sir Muttu resumed his s:rvices
in the Legislative Council and.  served his people. Due to the
sxckncss of his wife he sent her and their son to England and

lanned to join themaf ter soms tim2, But as’ Fate would . have it
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te died onthe very day ke was to sail for- Eng]and ' He diedi of

Br]ghts disease, The country was plunged. into deep ard. sorrowful
mourning. It wes at the Leight of his feme and, carcer, that,

he was cul off mercilessly, He dicd on 4th May 1879.

The three mile carpeted funeral proc< ssion from his. Colombo .
residence to the Hindu Cremation ground took two hours. In the

“wake filed a stream of persons, many holding aloft white, flags,
‘including Government officials and European V.1.Ps

..He was

cremated with full Hindu Ceremonial rites. Thus ended the mult, .
isided and eventful career of Ceylon’s foremost Tamil. Citizen of’
the day '

What have we to learn from the services and achievements;of
Sir Muttu Coomaraswamy? First and foremost his. indomitable
courage aud inexhaustible furd of energy for work. . His love for
his country and pecple was so strong that he had to cross sword:
with some English officials who, otherwise were his friends. This,
remarkable characteristic of his was displayed In fuli; measure, fbg
his necphew, Sir Ramanathan, later.

Sir Mutty Coomaraswamy was a plous Hindu. who read wni-
ely and intensively works on religicn and philosephy. At the. meer
tings of the Royal Asiatic Scciety he bad read a Qa.per on Salva“
Sithantha long before did Doctor G . U - Pope rclay the message.
of the Saiva Sithantha: to the Western world. 7 he translatxons
of the poems of Tayumanavar, a South Indian saint was pﬁ:rhaps
his swan - song. Some of the finest lines. in these transl,atxon,g,
depicting symbology and imagery in these devotional pcems afe:
the following where the divine. experience. of Thayumanavar,
finds spontaneous expression. There is an interesting peint about
Sir Muttutranslating these poems for those who. found illvmination
and pleasure from Dr . Ananda Coomaraswamy ’ s famong, inter_
pretation of the Dance of Siva. The fatber, like the son. wasg
worshipper of Natarajah, the Cosmic Dancer.

The translation of ** Karunakara Kadavul » iS echllentv ind,
ecd! Each poem begins with the refrain:
Oh God of mercy who performest the cance of illimitable happm—
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ess in the half of irconceivable intclligence. Dr. Rotert Ca'dwell,

the author of comparative grammar of Dravidian languages says
sswhen beautiful thoughts are couched in beautiful language, there
is an additional beauty which springs from the amalgamation of
the two”> This is remarkably evident from Sir . +iuttu Coomara-
swamy® s translation of Thayumanavar. -

The speeches of Sir . Muttu, delivered in the Legislative Cou-
ncil are worthy of emulation by future Parliamentarians. it is here
" that we could witness with pleasure and pride the beauty of his
rhetorical speeches and the rythmic songs of his own composition
delivered extempore. A

It should be said to the credit of Sir Muttu that he was instru-
mental in having the Mahavamsa translated into English as well ag
inaugurating the Archaelogical survey of Ceylon. Also was he res -
ponsible for the establishment o€ a Muscum and the ‘introduction
of Science in the schools of Ceylon long before such a step was
taken even in India. '

On 17th August 1879, when the Legis ative Council met after
his death, the Governor Sir James Lonedon paid a tiibute to Sir .
Muttu Coomaraswamy thus: “ 1 cannot conciude my address upon
this occasion without expressing publicly my regret for the loss whi-
ch this Council and, I may truly say, the colony have sustained in
the death of the oldest unofficial member of this Council. Sir .
Muttu has attracted the attention of distinguished men in Europe
by his learning and ability. He had been specially honoured by our
Sovereign ( Queen Victoria ) and he had won the respect of his
colleagues in Council by his talents and unwearying attention he
paid to every measure brought forward .....
sstuvevieeeee-- AlL his Public Acts bear the stamp of ui.bending rectitude
Those who would serve the people in the | egislative Council may
well take a leaf from Sir Muttu Coomaraswamy’ s life’”

May we rightly and aptly éay of Sir Muttu Coomaraswamy
that he touched nothing that he did not adorp - « Nullum
tettigit quod non ornavit”. " : ‘
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