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KIND LITTLE HEART

On December nineth Bloom a flower
which was precious than golden shower

She has a kind little heart
which no one likes to de part

(The) At times we had fun (the) some times we had joy
can be remembered and can’t be destroyed

She gave us good memories through dinners and parties
with friends and relatives neighbours and families.

When in need she gives a helping hand
which is of a value than a piece of land

God has chosen her to sparkle in the air
As we will remember her as a shining star.

Bhairavi Rajkumar
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An Appreciation of Aunty Baby

The Sudden and untimely demise of Baby Aunty came as a shock not only to us,

also to her relatives and friends. The loving memories of her will always remain in my
heart. She was more of a friend than a relative to our family during the two decades
we knew her.

They say "BEHIND EVERY GREAT MAN THERE IS A GREAT WOMAN"
and here it was Aunty Baby behind Uncle Tharmarajah's achievements and success
in life. She was the main source of encouragement and support and also a companion
and guide to him.

Her husband will not only feel her loss, also by all of us including friends and
relatives for the sacrifices and dedicated service she did to all. Her untimely death
was a shock to us and her beloved husband Uncle Tharmarajah.

My mother, my in-laws and my wife join me in paying tribute to late Mrs.Thilakavathy
Tharmarajah (Baby Aunty). '

May her soul rest in peace.

‘ Gajendra (Gaja)
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Vaishnavi Rajkumar

Rememberance of Chithi Grandma

You Shined the world with your sweet smile

and now forever, gone a thousand mile.

To everyone, you are kind,

especially, to my mind.

With flying colours, you show motivation,
rising about to special occasions.

Though, sad that you have moved on,

the stars remind us, where you have shone.
You will be missed greatly, but not forgotten,
may your soul, rest in peace.

Love, Grandchildrer
Rupan & Nishanthan Kuganesaphavan, Canada.
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My Dear Baby

During the war a baby was born with a silver spoon in Malaysia and that was my
sister eleven years younger to me. I met her when she was three years old, very thin
and always sucking her thumb.

I lived with her only for two years as I had to go to Madras to continue my studies.
After ten years when I went to Jaffna Baby was a grown up girl going to school.

After our mother's death she comes twice a year to be with us, till she got married.
She comes during our holidays so very often we go sight seeing to historical places.
Once we went to Kashmir for a week, then to Delhi and Agra to see Tajmahal.

Many times she has gone to Thiruchendur temple (a week before Deepavali) with
our friend. She stays there for ten days fasting and praying.

My daughter from U.S.A. came in June and stayed with Baby for twenty days.

When I came on the 9th of September I was shocked to see my sister in the
hospital in a very bad condition. I prayed to God "May your Holy will be done".

Instead of my sister writing this Memory Souvenir for me, I am very sad to write
for her.

"May her soul rest in peace”

Mrs. M. Joseph
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FAREWELL DEAR THILAGAWATHY

I got to know Mra. Thilagawathy Thatmarajah only a few months ago. | remember
very clearly the first day | met her. It was on 6th December 2004 at the launch of a book
written by Dr. S. Vasanthy, a former pupil of mine. | believed that Mrs. Thilagavathy was Dr.
Vasanthy's mother.

| also remember the last time | saw Thilagawathy when she was conscious. It
was at the Apollo Hospital. She was terminally ill at that time. But she put her hands
together and greeted me warmly. In retrospect, it was a farewell greeting, because a
couple of days later she was no more.

My encounter with Thilagawathy was essentially in the capacity of a doctor who
also happened to be a friend of the family. It was a brief encounter. But when she passed
away, | felt as though | had lost a long standing friend. | don’t know why. What | do know
is that she was a very kind and loving person.

Born in Malaya, she had come to Srilanka as a child of three to join her elder
sister Poopathy. She had lived and grown up in Jaffna and had married - M
K. M. Tharmarajah who is a Notery Public and legal assistant. | learnt later that they had
no children of their own. But fortunately for them and for the four girls and one boy
concerned, they inherited the family of Mrs. Thilagawathy’s sister Poopathy. Since
Poopathy’s husband had died prematurely, leaving the children to the care of Thilagawathy.
They had come to regard the children as their very own. That is how | came to believe
that Thilagawathy was Dr. Vasanthy’s mother. The children loved their aunt whom they
called “Asaiamma” deeply. They were all abroad when Thilagawathy fell terminally ill, but
almost all of them were by her bedside on the day she breathed her last.

In modern times, when bonds between children and parents appear to be under
strain, and E}hyéical separation of parents and children across continents due to
exigencies of our time is aggravating the strain, it was very moving to see these children
around their mother's bed at the time she was leaving them forever.

Farewell, dear Thilagawathy. “May flights of ahgols sing thee to thy rest”.

Professer Cario Foneeka

Universty Grants Commission
20, Ward Place,
Colombo - 07.
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Of "Mrs. T"

"Mis.T" was what my father used to call her. It was a term of endearment for

Thilakavathy Tharmarajah who so suddenly passed away from our midst leaving us
forlorn.

My parents had known her for over two decades and Tharmarajah even longer.
They have over time grown to care for them and love them as part of the family. This
strong bond stood in good stead and grew even stronger when my parents were
forced to leave Jaffna Town due to the stranglehold of belligerent forces in the year
1985 and move to our village Sangarathai, Vaddukkodai. On the way they parried a
while with the Tharmarajahs. My Mother would often remember, in conversation
with me and with much affection, the kindness and hospitality shown to them and
often speak of Thilakavathy's sincerity of purpose, love and affection.

During the last year of his life my father often wrote to Tharmarajah from Sydney
and would always make mention of her, ending his letters with the words "Regards to
Mrs.T" - the result of a deep and abiding affection for her sterling qualities of com-
passion, love, understanding and the desire to do selfless service.

Tharmarajah was indeed a lucky man to have her as his spouse.

Born in Malaysia into a family of learning, character and strong and genteel lin-
eage, both on the paternal and maternal side, it was perhaps no surprise that she was
what she turned out to be. Both nature and nurture had blessed her well.

Dr.Gurusamy was her father's brother. Her mother, the sister of Mr.N.T.Sivagnanam,
Procter and Notary Public of repute.

Her sisters children, on whom she had showered care and affection turned out to
be successful academics and professionals straddling the continents. An achieve-
ment of which she would have been justly proud, but with her characteristic humility.
Schooled at Vembadi Girls college, she is one, the College will be proud to claim an
old girl. .

I remember with much emotion and gratitude her gesture in sending me "Paththiam’
meals when I was recuperating after returning from the nursing home pursuant to an
injury caused by an accident at home. She would send the meals through Tharmarajah
and would insist that I eat it all and will call back to check if I had done so as well.

From this single act of kindness I was able to understand and discern what my
parents had always recognized and known, her overwhelming goodness, which comes
to her so naturally.

She was an ardent worshipper of the "Shakthi". I will therefore not say, may her
'Atma’ find eternal bliss. :

I know it will.

Kanaganayagam Kanag-Isvaran



FOR MY SISTER-in-LAW "BABY"'

When my father in law visited us in Hastlepool around 1980 he talked a lot to our
children Michael, Asha and Christian about Jaffna, his girls (grand daughters) and
Baby (Mrs Thilagavathy Tharmarajah), who devoted herself to caring for him and
looking after every of his needs.

I first met Baby on a visit to London when a family friend, Mr Sivayogaiswaran
introduced her and my niece Nala to me in my home. Baby's charming and bubbly
personality soon broke the ice and I knew then that we will be friends. I also was so
touched to see her brother's (my husband's) reflection in her.

On my first visit to Sri Lanka in 1995 I was greeted by all available family mem-
bers, a bit confusing for me, but Baby and Tharma made me so welcome and made
me feel as part of the family.

My eldest son Michael and I came to Colombo for Shanthi's and Gaja's wedding.
Michael too felt so at home with Baby-auntie and was soon taken by her charm and
hospitality. He still talks about those days, especially about those wonderful spicy
curries she cooked for him.

We all are so shocked and extremely sadden by her premature passing away but
her kindness and warmth will stay in our memory always.

Christine Siva-Jothy

1 Rosenau Cresent

London SW11

UK

London 20th September 2005

61



To my Grandma

I remember when I was very small, maybe three years of age, when I first saw
Asai Amma. She had come to London, and was stayed with us. While she was there
it was my birthday. She celebrated it lavishly, she showed great content and commit-
ment to make my birthday wonderful. That I never forgot for the rest of my life, but
I wish I had said "Thank you" for what she had done for me.

She always cooked the best food, I loved her food, and the variety of food she
cooked was delicious and mouth watering. When she was in London, in our house,
we would eat like the Royal Family. She always loved and cared for me, I was in a
way her grandchild, as she did not have any children of her own. She treated my
mother like her daughter, and showed love and kindness to her.

Asai Amma is what I have always called her, I never called her by her real name,
I don't even know what her real name is, that is what type of bond we had in between
us, it is a great loving bond.

The most important thing I remember about her was her hospitality. When we
visited Sri Lanka she would always keep us under her roof, she would feed us with-
out limits, she would show her full kindness. When I am with her it is like I have no
care in the world, it is like I am pure, it was a great feeling.

Even though Asai Amma is not with us today, she is with us in our hearts. I will
never forget her, she was and is a great friend, and I will keep her memory close to
my heart, till the day it stops. And remember, she has not feft, she has moved onto a
better place. '

Vagish Sothinathan

The UK .

25th September 2005
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