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Message from the Fresident

Cg am happy to extend through this
news letter warmest greetings to all
the members of the Jaffna Science Associ-
ation. Thank vou very much for elecling
me as vour President for this year. This
is the fourth year of activity of our
association. During the past three years
we have been able to make some progresg
in the objectives of our association and
we hope to improve on it during this
year. For this the executive conmiltee
requires your cooperation, help and assist-
ance. Due to the ' non-availability of
office space and other facilities the associ-
ation has been operating from the Uni-
versity of Jaffna. Although the majority
of our members are from the Universit:
the association is for the scientist of the
region. We would appreciale if more and
more scientists from outside the University
take active part in the programmes of
the association.

In addition to conducting the Annual
Sessions, the Jaffna Science Association
has been conducting science day bro-
grammes for school children, science exhi-
bition, - workshops, seminars and popular
talks wunder the auspices of the wvarious
sections. This year we have decided to
conduct the Science Day Programme some-
what differently. The preliminary written
test will be conducted at the same time
in different oreas, thus enabling grealer
participation by the school students. There
is also a plan to hold » science erhibi-
tion tn a limiled way al various regions
of the peninsula. There ts also a change
in the format of the news letter this year.
The news letter is being printed for the
first time and this is possible due to the
magnanimous gesture from one of our
members who willingly came forward to
meet the cost of printing for the year.
There will be four issues of the mnews
letter this vear.

(Continued in page 3)
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FROM SECRETARY'S DESK

]aﬁna Science Association was esta-
J blished in 1991 with the objective of
promoting science, scientific research, science
education, technology and disseminating
scientific findings relevant to the region,
under the distinguished presidentship of late
Prof. A. Thurairajah. Prof. V. K, Ganesa-
lingam as General Secretary ably managed
the affairs of the Association during the
last three years.

Interested persons are invited to join
the Ass»-iation either as Ordinary or Life
members and schools as Ordinary or Life
Institutional members.

Application forms and copies of the
constitution are available with the Secretary,

Department of Botany, University of Jaffna.

Members who are in arrears are kindly
requested to uvpdate their membership. A
member will forf-it his membership if he/she
is in arrears of more than two years.
Payments could be made at the office during
normal working hours.

The Annual Science Day Programme
is scheduled to take place during the first
week of January 1995. To facilitate larger
participation of students, the scheme isbeing
reorganised to conduct the written part of
the contest in different divisions of the two
education zones simultaneously and select
the best students for the final contest. Jaffna
Science Association solicits the cooperation
and assistance of the zonal Directors, Divi-
sional Assistant Directors of Education and
their staff to conduct this.

The last day for receiving abstracts of
papers for the 1995 Annual session is 30th
October 1994. Copies of the guidelines for
the preparation of the abstracts could be
obtained from the JSA office.

General Secretary.

CONGRATULATIONS

OUR CONGRATULATIONS TO

Prof. K. KUNARATNAM,
Founder member, on his appointment
as Vice-Chancellor,
University of Jafina.
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TECHNOLOGY FOR THE
PRESENT IN OUR REGION

EVELOPED countries have ad-
vanced through various stages of
technology development, from the indust-
rial revolution through developments in the
electro-mechanical technologies, chemical
technologies and bio-technologies to the

over-whelming information technology of
today. Although at some stage we were
able to absorb some aspects of these techno-
logies in our progress, the shortages of
food, shelter and energy experienced by
our people in this region at present has
prompted us to wgive priority to those
aspects of technology which are appropri-
ate and immediately useful to our needs.

In this respect, there have been various
innovations by our people in agriculture,
particularly in the use of pumps for
irrigati n motivated by energy other than
that provided by fossil fuels or electricity,
success in the use of biomass for heating
more effectively through the development
of efficient stoves, progress in the develop-
ment of alternate fuels to motivate our
vehicles and developments of suitable
building materials in the construction
industry. It is heartening to know that
the scientists and technologists of this
region have been able to contribute in
these efforts; this should spur us further
in venturing into other areas where we
can develop the necessary appropriate
technology so that the quality of life of
our people would be enhanced.

We have over the years borrowed tech-
nology and food habits from the developed
countries, some of which have brought
certain probleme¢, such as reduced level
of nutrition and poor health amongst our
people. Recent findings have shown that
serious health problems have arisen due
to the indiscriminate use of chemical ferti-
lizers and pesticides in agriculture. We
need to develop technologies that use
biofertilizers and biogenic pesticides in our
agriculure, and at the same time develop
cereals and grains that are more suitable
to our soil and those that use less irri-
gated water. More serious attention must
be given to those food items that provide
the protein content of our food and the
technologies related to their production and
processing. It is well known that lack
of protein in the diet of growing children

would retard their brain development and
hence tleir future mental and physical
health. Our immediate efforts should there-
fore be geared towards developing techno-
logies that would help improve the basic
needs of the people of the region, before
we launch into more developed techno-
logies. Hence the choice of the theme for
this year namely, * Technology for the
present in our region’'' by the Jaffna
Science Association is very appropriate.

Professor V. Navaratnarajah

(Continued from page 1)

The financial position of the Associ-
ation is not very good. I would like to
earnestly request all those members who
are in arrears of subscription to pay up
their dues immediately. Donation of funds
from wellwishers would be most welcome.

Prof. S. Mageswaran
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SECTION A !

1. A talk on “Dorsal bodies 'of Cryptozona
balangeri” will be delivered by Dr. (Mrs.) P.
Krishnarajah on 23-08-94

2. A talk on “the Hahn Banach Extension
properties of amenable groups” will be
delivered by Dr. M. Skantharajah on 27-09-94

3. A popular lecture on ‘‘Steller Evolution”
will be delivered by Prof. K. Kandasamy,
in Tamil, on 25-10-94.

SECTION B

A talk on locally available lime based cementi-
tious materials will be delivered by Mr. S. Ruthira-
lingam in August.

Other lectures planned for the current year are
as follows:

1. Curriculum Development on Fisheries

2. Genetic Engineering

3, Present problems in food Industries

4. Agricultural Extension

5. Past, present and future - construction

SECTION C .

Arrangements are being made for lectures/semi~
nars on

{. Common problems of eye ;

2. Adjustment from school to University life
3, Dental aspects

4. AIDS and like deseases

5. Public health

SECTION D

1. A talk on *Sociology of Education” will be
delivered by Mr. N. Shanmugalingam.

2. A “Seminar and workshop” for G.C.E.
Advanced Level teachers in political science
has been planned.

flcf-iniﬂps

1. A popular lecture on “‘Diabetes and its
prevention™ was delivered by Dr. K. Siva-
nesan on 12-07-94,

2. A popular lecture on “The use of models
to impart fundamental knowledge in mathe-
matics to slow learners™ was delivered by
Mrs. A, Vethanayagam on 26-07-94.

3. A talk on “Tamil nationalism and electoral
process in Sri Lanka” was de livered by Dr.
K. S. Nathan on 03-08-94,

4. A rtalk on “Spectroscopic approaches to
the structure funciion studies of proteins™
was delivered by Dr. (Mrs.) S. Jeyarajah
on 10-08-94.
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