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It is a fact that all humans philosophize in different
modes and depths. The ordinary people who speak phi =
losophy naturally shy away from public, because philo ~
sophy is held in high esteem and is believed to be
reserved for a few elite intellectuals. The average folk
therefore keep away from professional philosophers.
Those who adopt such humble attitude about themselves
and those who exalt themselves as belonging to an
exclusive circle of erudite thinkers should pay heed to
‘the saying of Gabriel Marcel : * Bring down philosophy
to the boutiques and cottages, streets and corners of
the society which wns upto now the  elect of
universities and aczdemies™ .

Therefore, it shouldn’t be surprising that philoso -
phy has been prevalent in all walks of life according
to historical records, as far back as 4000 - 3500 B C.
in the orient and 1400 BC. in the west. Verily, when
man started to think and act he had already started
to philosophize.

About the first issue of Meiyiyal Nokku, we have
received very constructive remarks which we have been
able to put into effect only to some extent. as we had
already collected materials to begin work on the second
issue. Our efforts are directed toward presentiuyg

philosophical topics in simple language and as related to
Life situations.

We are much indebted to all students and lectu -
rers who have benignly contributed their research find -
ings, also to those who have rendered their mite in
their own way to this endeavour and finally not the
least, to the team of Annai Achchaham.



You all are aware of the rising cost of raw materi -
als. In this ineviiable situation, we, with reluctance
are forced to make a small change in the price of
single copy and annual subscription.

We look forward to contributions on socical, poli -
gical, religious, cultural, aesthetic, psychological, linguis-
tic, ecomomic, scientific and inter - religious topics
viewed from philosophical background and perspective.

Those who think deeply and reflect introspectively
and analytically will find this vemturesome issue an
impetus to enhance their researcR pursuits.

Dominic A. Joseph
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The Thoughts of Emile Durkheim
A sociological perspective

Individual and Society:

Major function of society is the transmission of society’s
values and norms. Society can survive only if there exists among
its members a sufficient degree of homogeneity. Education
perpetuates and reinforces this homogeneity by moulding the
child from the beginning in the essential similarities which
collective line demands.’’® Without these, social life would be
impossible. For this a sense of belongingness and a feeling
that the social wunit is more vital than the individual are
necessary. This can be seen in the way the immigrant child-
ren are moulded to feel that they are Americans even though
they originate from diverse backgrounds.

- Division of labour in society:

Where Marx was pessimistic about the division of labour
in society, Emile Durkhein was cautiously optimistic. He outlined
his views in the Division of labour in society published
in 1893

““He compares the fundamental differences between pre-
industrial and industrial societies ~He refers to the unity in
the fomer as ‘mechanical solidarity’ and to that in the latter as
‘organic solidarity’”.2

He believed that specilised division of labour in the indusi-
rial society contained threats to social solidarity. They tended
to produce a situation of ‘-Anomie’®  or normlessness. At
this juncture, a new moral consensus about what men can
reasouably expect from life is required. A solution to anomie
can be provided within the existing framework of industrial
society. Selfishness which dominates business should be replaced
by acode of ethics, which emphasizes the needs of society as
a whole

Society and Religion:

All societies divide the world into two categories- ¢The
Sacred’’ and ‘‘Profane.”” the “Religion is based on this divi ~
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sion. Tt is a unified system of beliefs and practices related to
the sacred things.”* He uses ths religion of various groups of
Australian aborigines to develop his argument. Totemism is
the simplest and most basic form of religion. The totem is a
symbol; it is the embiem of a clan and it is sacred The
question arises, *Is the totem the symbol of God or of the
society?” His answer is. *‘Primitive man comes to view society
as something sacred, becanse he is utterly dependent on it; and
it is easier for him to visualize and direct his feelings of awe
toward a symbol than towards so complex a thing as a clan.”’

G. M. Sebastiampillai
Senior Lecturer in Soeciology,
University of Jaffna.
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Phenomennslogy of Language :
An Introduction to Paul Ricoeur’s Philosophical Method

Revd. Dr. A. J V. Chandrakanthan
Head / Dept. of Christian and Islamic Civilizations
Universitg of Jaffna.

Paul Ricoeur is one of the most out - standing philosophers in
the 20 th centry. His philosophical method springs from the
subjectivist current of thought that has been handed down since
the time of Rene Descartes. lan contemporary times this move -
ment has come to identify itself as phenomenology. While
eschewing the ontological question of being, this school of
thought raises the question as to how the diverse regions of
reality relate to the subjective process of consciousness. One
of the fundamental questions that emerges when one relates
_Phenomenology with language is that of meaning and reality.

Descartes’ identification of the thinking ego ¢act) with
the ontological reality ‘I’, overemphasizes the subjective cons —
ciousness. But Husserl, in his understanding of ‘‘being - for -
me’’, seems to maintain the ‘otherness’ of being and existence.
though he considers the ego as the foundation of his phenomenolog-
ical method.

Ricoeur made an attempt to relate phenomenology and
language not by juxtaposing one with the other but by establi -
shing a dialectic between the two. His remarkable attempt to
forge a link between ontology and epistemology led him to
conclude that in and through understanding, the human being
understands himself / herself as being. Here language becomes
the new ‘transcendental’ opening endless avenues for fruitful
philosophical discourse.
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A Political Philosophy of Renaissance
and of Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau

G. L. Gnanatheva
B. A. Hons.

SYNOPSIS

Renaissance, a cultural movement of the mid 14 th century
played an important role in the history of the world. It was
a remarkable mile stone in the field of philosophy and of other
sciences and life too Renaissance contributed to evolve also
the essential preliminaries to the greatness of the seventeenth
<entury. It made differing yet deep impressions on the views
of several people, made them become great thinkers with widely
differing opinions and views of the same reality

When man thinks about the origin of the ‘state’, he
reasons out according to the experiences and knowledge he
already has  These have made thinkers imagine the possible
behaviour patterns of man in forming the peaceful society
which later became the ‘state’

The political philosophy of renaissance contributed much in
forming the philosophers Thomas Hobbes, John Locke. aad
Jean Jacque Rousseau and their theories

Every man whether he likes it or not becomes a citizen
of a state. No man is apart from a state The development of
concepts of state like sovereignty, autonomy, during Renaissance
are reflected in Hobbes’, Rousseau’s philosophies is the key for
many political priciples of today.

Considering all the ideas expressed by these three philoso -
phers, a government could be in any form (such as Monarchy,
Aristocracy, or Democracy) but in practice, if it serves t©
look after the welfare of all the people ruled by it, it may
even be better than a wrongly implemented ‘democratic’ rule.
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The aim and the manner of their rule decide about the
form of the goverment. The form of a goverament does not
rule the people. The aim and the manner of their rule are far
more important than the name given to the rule. This is quite
evident in many countries today, where the rights of all the
people are not protected at all or equally and thus democracy
is seen as a failure. Political tyranny may also be practised in
the name or form of democracy. At the same time in some
countries, the rights of all the people are safeguarded by the
monarch.

This makes us conclude that the form of a government or
the name given to it is not very important. Rather the aim
and the manner of their rule are the thirst and challenge of
the political philosophy of today.
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A PHILOSOPHICAL APPROACH
TO SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE

V. Ugabalasingam:
M. A. (Phil)

The word ¢‘science’> now has a broad meaning. It would
be easy to define it, if it was about a small discipline, a mere
subject or a matter But it is not so.

What was earlier considered as not pertaining to science
has now been accepted as coming under the perview of science
and vice Versa.

The history of scientitic knowledge shows that it began
during the Verdic Period about 4000 — 3500 B. C. Scientific:
knowledge and spiritual value became intermingled, and gradually
identifiecd only after Western influence. Western scientific
knowledge started to develop with the support of philosophy,
particularly of early Greek philosophy about seventh century B. C.

Early Greek Philosophy contributed much to the development
of science and scientific knowledge.

Scientific knowledge grew as Methodology during the Greek
period. This coincided with the period of Plato and Aristotle.
Aristotle in particular was credited with the School of Scienti-
fic Research.

During the latter part of the Greek Period about the first cen-
tury B. C. began the Roman culture which also contributed to
the growth of scientific knowledge especially in the realm of
medicine and Cosmology. In respect to cosmology Ptolemy
viewed earth as the centre of the trajectory of all planets of
the planetorial system. At that time China, Mesapottamia and the
Arabic world experienced similar developments. Religious (Chris-
tian) Philosophy began during the first century A. D. and deve-
loped till the twelfth century A.D. In this period there pre -
vailed a harmonious relationship and sometimes even interming -
ling of scientific knewledge and Christian philosophy

Scientific knowledge grew as a separate discipline only after
the 14th century, Mathematicians, Rationalists and Creativists
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contributed much to this growth. Scientific knowledge under
the creativists became prominent during the latter part of thiS
century This received an impetus due to the contributions of
Galileo, the father of modern science, Francis Bacon, the father
of Methodology and Descartes, the father of modern philosophy
proper.

Scientific knowledge grew steadily during the 17th & 18th
centuries reaching the peak in the 19th century. The discovery of
electricity and the invention of the the steam engine greatly helped -
Scientific discoveries and inventions have paved the way for the
development of science and also scientific knowledge. Scienti~
fic knowledge needs to be developed from various philesophical
dimensions so as to guide science to serve towards real fulfil-
ment of humanity. Hence science requires to be explored and
expounded from various philosophical perspectives.
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Buddhism
A Religion or An Ethicalcode
A Philosophical Approach

S. Anton Xavier

Buddhism does not have a supreme being. Buddha taught
a way of life. On several occas‘ons Buddha denied the existence
of a permanent soul -atta. He taught that if one Wwants to
be free from the wheel of samsara or continued embodied
existence. he must be free from karma. the causes and the
effects of actions. ¢‘Buddha never admitted the existence of a

creator whether in the form of a force or a being’’,! He
placed no supernatural god over man.

There are two kinds of Buddhism.
1. Theravada Buddhism 2. Mahayana Buddhism.

In Theravada Buddhism there is no belief in God. The
worship of Buddha is strictly speaking the paying of respects
to the memory of a vanished teacher. The teacher shows the
way out of suffering and to enlightenment. — The monks do
not marry. They understand that salvation proper is only for
monks and not for others.

In the mahayana form of Buddhism, Buddha is considered
as a supernatural being. The homage that is paid to him is
very similar to the worship given to God in theistic religions,
The climax was the worship of the Buddba himself by being
converted into the very God he denied. So inthe Mahayana¢
Buddha becomes Supreme God.

Generally speaking. there must be a theology in a system.

Then only it can be concluded that it is a religion, because
religion is the bond or relationship between God and Man.

In Sri Lanka there is Theravada Buddhism and Mahayana
Buddhism, but former is in large majority.
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Although there are the eightfold paths by which man
may be able to renounee all desires, there is no concept of
God or there is no theology strictly speaking. But the concept
of God is necessarily an element of religion. Therefore, 1t can
be concluded that Buddhism is not a religion but a system or
way of life to attain Nibana which is a state of <Sunya”
Nihilism.

i. See Antony Fernando, Buddhism and Christianity. Thei;
Inner Affinity. Bcumenical Instiiute for study and dialogus,
Colombo 1981 Pages &7 - 89.
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THE CONCEDPT OF AVATARA

PELATED TO INCADRDNATION
N. Packiyaranjit

In Sri - Lanka there are various races following different
religions. Vast majority of the Tamils follow Hinduism and
the rest Christianity. These two religions state that God came
to the world in finite forms which are called ‘avatara’ in
Hinduism and ‘incarnation’ in Christianity. Even though they
are different from each other, people in ignorance consider
them as implyiog the same idea. There are many differences
between them. An attempt is made here to compare them in
detail.

In both religions evil ¢sin) is the problem for man. In
the history of salvation, it can be seen that man could not
become free of it with his human power alone and he realized
thit he had to be freed from it by God.

The solution for the problem of evil is, according to
Hinduism ‘avatara’. The Divine Supreme takes unto Himself a
form in flesh and blood to save humanity from internecine
conditions. Speaking about the avatara, Lord Krishna, an
avatara of Vishnu says in the Gita that whenever there is a
decline of righteousness and rise of unrighteousness, then Hg
embodies Himself into proper form to protect humankind. He
further states ‘I am born from age to age, for the protection
of the wvirtuous, for the destruction of evil doers. and for the
establishing of righteousness on a firm footing.’’1

There are said to be ten avataras - taking the form of the
Fish, The Tortoise, The Boar, The Man - Lion, The Dwarf,
warasurama, Rama, Krishna, Balarama and Kalki.

In Christianity, man is believed to have been redeemed by
the incarnation of Jesus Christ. Death and Sin entered the
world by the disobedience of man. It was necessary for man
to be saved, by God becoming incarnate with human reality.

According to Christianity, God once incarnated, will not
incarnate Himself again since there is no need for it, because:
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that redemption was valid and sufficient for the entire human
race.

The avataras of Vishnu possess philosophical and mystical
meaning and according to western Anthropologists they appear
to follow an evolutionary or a progressive pattern. However,
since He is God. it is Considered unneceessary for Him to take
avataras and enter into the evolutionary process. The purpose
of the avataras is to prove that Divine help is always necessary
for the salvation of humanity. According to the Hindu view,
Vishnu comes into the world to save humanity from its sins.
For this reason, He takes avataras; that means He takes these
forms as long as man requires to be saved from sin and to
attain union with Brahman. In Christianity God became man in
history. That event had a beginning and an end. He was not
-4 mere appearance, but took real human form.

Even though in both religions, avataras and incarnation are
for redeeming man, according to the former  God takes diffcrent
forms whereas in the latter, God became fully human excluding
-only sin and once only.
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'Cgiluah'@nal éxislen{ialism
Viewing experiences through
Existential circumstinces

Dominic A. Joseph, Ph.D.

An existential enquiry as a study (discipline) began in the
20th  century. It has opened many outlets into various bran-
ches of life. Philosophy since its millenial beginning, spread
out its tentacles into several dozens of philosophical systems
and will possibly have more in the future. But existentialism
has perennial existence as long as humanity exists. I

Man excelled himself by new discoveries and inventions and
progress in science particularly in the 20th century by his
mastery over Nature. All his ‘progress’ in every field of life
retarded to near zero point by civil and world wars and mote
evidently by World War I & II. At this juncture, man begap
to ponder seriously over himself - who he is, why he is in the
world, what is the end etc.,, as if he analysed his self as an
object of study like any other aspect of Nature. In fact, we
Tamils. too, have been following the traditional, social and
political currents of life like an wuntampered pool of water
until the ethnic disturbances forced us to think whether we
could go on any further. This came to a climax with the
outbreak of June 1990 war, ‘

Such awareness arises in all, depending on certain precipita-
ting moments or incidents. This can be more suitably called
the ‘Existential Anthropology.’ To be freed from the shackles
of physico-psycho existential pangs of pain, sorrow, anxiety
duz to loss of lives and propertizs, many remedies are proposed
like psychological couaselling, yoga-meditation,  transceadental
med tation and so on. But maa as a social human persons
requires, that another shares his situation of struggling to bea
the burden of loss, sorrow, helplessness and anxiety. Certajaly
not all can give the required support as mentioned above, = A
few do take genuine interest and share in a deeper sense.
This, in fact is the meaningful turning pointin the situational
existentialism. This meaningful truth has to be brought into
the open to the- global perspective and propagated, :
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Each human person ' is unique and the human society is
diversified in its various conditions, Humanity (every human
individuali, inspite of these differences, longs deeply that al
men live in human dignity and universal brotherhood At the
same time they are in conflict for trivial and big matters, result-
ing in hatred and destr.ction. It is inevitable because man is
drawn between the two poles of good and evil.

The lot of a specific style of life or work, either chosen
or sought after. falls upon them. One has to adjust oneself,
regarding temperaments, likes and dislikes in order to perform
one’s responsibility and feels pressures from various directions.
When those factors dominate one’s life, one either struggles to
face the challenge bravely or succumbs to it, and is pushed

to the edge of despair. About these, the chief existentialist

philosophers were concerned Kierkegaard says, though such
experience occurs in life, those who believe in the Absoluteuc
need not go to the extremity of despair, because the Absolute

. is the perfect reliab:lity and the source of ali foundation. Hence

man can place his trust in it.

There is another existentialist Philosopher Gabriel Marcey
who says: Man is very often facing despairing situations. when
such situations are locked at with mere interest by those who
go through them and participate in them, they can be overcome.
Still another existentialist philosopher, Fredrich Nietzsche says:
As long as man has will to Power, he cannot be overcome by
anything.

" But the reality is different, Every man in this world of

-diversities of life, responsibitlies, burdens and pressures of

life is in struggle in many circumstances. Those situations can
be overcome only when man fesls the real rapport extended to
him by another. Those moments can be felt and understood
only if we take different poignaat eximples of concicie lives
of people struggling in their unique situation.

As mentioned above by Gabriel Marcel, it is the genuine
concern or genuine participation by other human beings that can
relieve people struggling on the brink of despair. Even the

view of Soren Kicrkegaard that man’s despair can be overcome by

placinng his trust in the Absolute is possible only if some
human ropport of another person plays his part.
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GLOSSARY

Absolutism

Anxiety
‘Ares’

Aristocracy

¢Athens’

Community

‘Demeter’
Despair

Dialectic

Existentialism

Existential contexts
Existential experiences
Existential situations
Falsificationism

Finite forms
Histerical product
Inductive method
Ineffability

Ineffable good

Impersonal good
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Leibnitz T
Mas, e

Mechanical solidarity - e

Monotheism e
Mysterious i
Organic solidarity o
Para psychology ~

To place oneself in others® —
situation and participate,
empathy

ik

.Personal gaod e
Polytheism B
“Poseidon’ &
Precedence —
Pure existence o
Qualities —
Sophists ; —
Subje‘ctivc process of —
consciousness

Ultimate Reality ==
Unnameable good -
Void 2=
‘Will to Power’ —
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Wisdom:
Fruitless is the wisdom of
him who has no knowledge

of himself.
— FErasmus
The great wisdom in man
consists in knowing his follies.
— French Proverb
There is often wisdom
under a shabby cloak.

— Latin Proverb

Conscience:

Conscience warns us asa
friend before it punishes ii as
Judge.

— King Stanisjaus

is nearer to me
other means of

Conscience
than any
knowledge.

— Cardinal Newman

Perseverance:

The falling drops will at
last wear the stone.

Lucretius

The man who removed the
mountain began by carrying
away small stones.

- Chinese Proverb

Every noble ‘work is at
first imposssbie.

— Carlyle
73
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There is none so foolish as the sage
who has preached to others,

yet does not abide

by his own wisdom.

- Thirukural
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